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T H E R ABBI’ S S T U DY
The Use of Crockpots on Shabbos
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o more crock pots!” According to legend, these
were the dying words of R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, the great Israeli Halachik Decisor of the twentieth
Century. While the story may be apocryphal, it nevertheless highlights the complex issues created by the use
of crock pots to cook cholent. The standard crock pot,
while offering convenience and taste, pushes the limits
of two rabbinic Sabbath prohibitions, instituted by the
rabbis to prevent the biblical violation of cooking on
Shabbos.
The first, Hatmana, prohibits the wrapping of a hot vessel on or before the
Sabbath. Before sundown, one may wrap a cooking vessel in a way that
will preserve its heat, but may not wrap it in a way will increase that heat.
Once the Sabbath has begun, one may not wrap a vessel even in such a
way that will preserve its heat. The crock pot, as it surrounds the inserted
pot, seems to present a problem of Hatmana. Even though the cholent
begins cooking before sundown, we have nevertheless wrapped it in such
a way that increases the heat, thus making it prohibited even before Shabbos.
The issue of Hatmana may be subverted by the creation of space. An object is not considered wrapped if air can easily flow between the vessel
and its wrapping. Thus if the crock pot insert were lifted slightly out of
the crock pot, there would be no violation. We may easily institute this
solution by taking a rolled ball of tin foil and placing it under the inserted
pot; this creates air-space between the heating pot and the inserting pot.
Once air can flow, we no longer face the Hatmana decree.
(Continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT’S PEN
Shavuot and Community Service
I don’t know where the custom originated
to have elections for shul officers and
board members just in time for Shavuot.
Why not just prior to Rosh Hashana, the
start of the year?
I suppose the link between the two is Matan Torah. The holiday is relatively devoid
of symbolism (unless you consider cheesecake or flowers as religious symbols). No
matzo, no succah, no shofar, etc.
Shavuot allows us to contemplate G-d’s
gift to the Jewish nation when we entered
the Covenant with G-d. Ruth’s entry into
this Covenant is celebrated on this holiday.
In fact, none of the other holidays is associated with the custom of staying up all
night to learn Torah.
Torah teaches: If I am for myself, what
am I? (Hillel, Pirkei Avot 1:14). Torah requires communal service.
Perhaps this explains installation on Shavuot of dedicated people who perform
communal service and volunteer many
hours to the shul.
I look forward to working with a new and
renewed group of volunteers during the
next year.
Wishing you a good summer,

Meryl Altabet Fried.........Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com

Irving Gomolin
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
The YIP Sisterhood is in the process of putting together its new Board and committees for the 2011-2012 calendar year. We are
working to get all of our women and families involved as much as possible. We plan to have a very full calendar with different types
of events to attract different types of people. In order to do that, we need your input, your ideas, your comments, and most of all
your participation. Please take two minutes to fill in this survey and return it to:
Amy Guterman
69 Ontario Ave.
Plainview, NY 11803

YIP Sisterhood Participation Survey
1) Programming:
a) What programs would you like to attend (including successful programs you would like to see again, and new ideas):

b) Would you be interested in attending: (check all that apply):
a. Lectures on topics of interest to women
b. Ladies nights out
c. Mother/Daughter programs
d. Cooking/Crafting projects (ie: challah baking, cake decorating, jewelry making)
e. Family events (canoeing, picnics, bowling etc)
f. Couples nights
g. Fundraisers
h. Bazaars
2)Committees
a) Would you be interested in chairing an event? If so which kinds would you be interested in?

b )Would you be interested in serving on a committee? Which type of program would you like to work on?
a.

Would you rather work on a one-time event, or something that just needs a little time on a regular basis?

b. What type of committee work would you be willing to do?
i. Phone calls
ii. Flyers
iii. Hosting
iv. Decorations
v. Food
vi. Donations
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MALI News
The Mikveh board is working on the plans for some much needed repairs and renovations due to water
damage. We are about a third of the way to our goal needed for the repairs (based on several estimates in the
$20,000.00 range). The flat roof has been repaired, and we are taking the next steps in this project. Once
this work has been done, a committee is being formed to design a donor board. This project is funded by a
donation that was made by the Baruch family at the opening of the Mikveh. We hope to welcome new members to the Mikveh board to help with this and with other projects.
We ask that you be considerate when using the Keilim Mikveh. Please remove all boxes, labels and wrappings and discard them at your home. The Mikveh is maintained by a few dedicated volunteers, and we
should show appreciation for all of their hard work by helping to keep the Keilim Mikveh orderly, and all
surfaces as clean and dry as possible. Lastly, please do not prop the door open when using the Keilim Mikveh. This is a new door, and the hinge is now damaged. We would appreciate your cooperation with all of
these matters.
Our annual breakfast was held on Sunday, June 19, 2011 at 9:30 am at Woodbury Jewish Center. Our esteemed honorees were Marlene and Stuart Horowitz and Rochelle and Joel Verstaendig, all of whom are
dedicated to keeping our Mikveh running efficiently. We are grateful for their agreeing to be honored.
Diane and Ruth

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your
donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves.
The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our
newest book, for Tisha B’av.
Cost of Books
RCA Artscroll Siddur ................. .
......$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash ...............
....$54
Artscroll Tehillim Hardcover) .....
.....
.$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos Hardcover) .
.$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium- Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com.
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R ABBI’ S S TUDY
(Continued from page 1)

tion is that it demands that we begin cooking our
cholent far earlier than many of us have time for.
A second option, therefore, is to create a blech for
our crock pots. Again we turn to the tin foil.
Prior to placing the insert pot, lining the crock pot
with tin foil in such a way that it sticks out on either side forms a full Halachik blech and would
allow us to put up our cholent at any point before
Shabbos, offering us more leeway in Shabbos
preparation.

The second potential issue is Shehiya, the rabbinic decree prohibiting placing a pot to cook,
even before Shabbos, on an open flame. The rabbis feared that an open flame invites the cook to
act upon the fire in some way to improve the
food, and thus violate a biblical prohibition on
Shabbos. The normative response to shehiya is
the use of a blech, covering the heat source and
preventing violation. Clearly, with the crock pot,
there is no blech equivalent covering the heating Ultimately, the Halachik issues created by crock
pots are worth solving for the benefits of a tasty
source.
and well-cooked cholent. Indeed, the medieval
Shehiyah may be subverted in one of two ways. commentator R. Zerachiah Ha-Levy famously dePrimarily, we could ensure that our food is one clared that anyone who will not eat hot food on
third cooked before candle lighting. Food that is the Sabbath day is assumed to be a heretic. Cerone third cooked is considered edible by Halacha tainly when our lives are filled with numerous
and therefore we assume that one would not stoke challenges, it's nice to know that at least one can
the fire to improve it. The problem with this op- be conquered with tin foil.
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF
PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF
PLAINVIEW
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE
PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR
OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A
SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU
SHERRI MALC
ALVIN SMILOW
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Page 8

The Shaliach

K IDDUSH / SHUL C ALENDAR
NOVEMBER 2011

JULY 2011

7/2/2011 KATZ (MATTHEW AND DYLAN BAR MITZVAHS) 11/5/2011 ROSENTHAL (ZECHARIA BAR MITZVAH)
11/5/2011 YOUTH KIDDUSH (FARBER)
7/30/2011 KAHN (HARRISON BAR MITZVAH)
7/31/2011 ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE

11/26/2011 RABIN (BRURIA BAT MITZVAH)

AUGUST 2011

JANUARY 2012

8/20/2011 OSSIP (JONATHAN BAR MITZVAH)

1/5/2012 REICHENBACH (JARED BAR MITZVAH—8AM
MINYAN THURS.)

8/27/2011 ABERGEL (RACHEL BAT MITZVAH)

1/7/2012 REICHENBACH (JARED BAR MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2011
9/10/2011 BRAND (AMANDA BAT MITZVAH)

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact Office Manager, Rita Rubin
by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com”, or
at 516-433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for
any purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby naming..
If you are making a Meat Kiddush, you must be
available to receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque
or for additional information, please
contact David Guterman
gutermanad@optonline.net

ETERNAL
MEMORIALS EST. 1914
1932 North Wellwood Avenue
West Babylon, N.Y. 11704
Authorized Dealer For All Cemeteries

Jeffrey Cohen

Phone: 631-755-1200
Fax: 631-755-1202

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors
and drinking, adopted the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age
on synagogue premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.
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L IF E C YCLE A N NOU NCEM ENTS
Mazel Tov to
Dinner honorees: Cathy and Alex Stern,
Helene and David Levitsky, Sheryl and Joe
Cohen
Paula and Robert Grossman on the engagement
of Michele to Chad Baum of Westbury, New
York
Shani and David Kaufman on Michal’s Bat
Mitzvah, and to the grandparents, Judy and Joel
Milman, and aunt/uncle, Peri and Jonathan Levine
Judy and Bob Thaler on the Bar Mitzvah of
their grandson David Fleschner at the Young
Israel of Woodmere, and to David’s parents
Elyse and Daniel Fleschner
Ron and Sandy Kahn (former YIP members) on
the birth of their grandson

Elana to Ben Berlin
Dorothy and Arthur Ritholtz on the engagement
of their grandson Jeffrey to Bat Sheva Leibtag
of Woodmere
Shelly and Larry Solomon on the Bar Mitzvah
of their grandson, Jeremy, son of Ilana and Ari
Solomon of Woodmere.
Rhonda and Michael Schwartz on the Bat Mitzvah of Dahlia
Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum , grandparents Cecilia and Bernie Reisner, aunts/uncles Sheila
and Barry Glanzman and Michele Reisner and
Larry Pollack on the engagement of Danny to
Shulie Orlinsky, daughter of Penina and Jay Orlinsky of New Milford, NJ
Naomi and Hershy Stern, and grandparents Geil
and Simcha Stern, on the birth of a boy

Aileen and Ben Kirschenbaum on the wedding
Karen and Marc Lieberstein on the Bar Mitzvah of Josh to Shanee Avadia
of Jake, and to the grandparents Marilyn and
Herb Stolove

Condolences

Moti Gottlieb on the birth of a boy
Marc Schulman on his engagement to Faye
Hoenig of West Hempstead

Sheldon Schreiner on the loss of his sister Harriet Malloy, Tzvi Leah Bas Yitzchak Halevi

Alan Heiman on the loss of his mother Bella
Ann and Larry Cohn on the engagement of their Heiman
son Eric to Neeli Gottlieb of Los Angeles, CaliJosh Sclair on the loss of his grandfather
fornia
(Adrienne’s father)
Marlene and Stu Horowitz, and Rochelle and
Tziporah Eisenstadt on the loss of her mother,
Joel Verstaendig on being honored at the MikBelle Rothbard
veh Association Breakfast
Rhonda and Mike Schwartz on the Bat Mitzvah May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
of their daughter Dahlia
Rochelle and Lou Sroka on the marriage of
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW
Board Committees
Education committee ..............Rabbi Weissman & Avi Ossip
Eruv ................................................................. Cary Kesssler
House............................................................... Alvin Smilow
Nominating ............................................................Alex Stern
Publicity ......................................................... Ariane Eisman
Ritual ...........................Rabbi Weissman & Jonathan Stochel
Shaliach ...............................................................Meryl Fried
Simcha Fund ............................ Bernie Reisner & Bob Thaler
Social Action .............................................Jordana Rothchild
Special Gifts ......................................................David Vilkas
Youth .................................. Sheryl Cohen & Shani Kaufman

Other Leadership Roles
Announcements@yiplainview.com .................. Larry Pollack
Announcements@yiplainview.com .............Jonathan Stochel
Cemetery .... Sheri Malc, Alvin Smilow & Barry Zweigbaum
Coupons ........................................................... Alvin Smilow
Expansion .............................................................. Gary Katz
Exterior Signboard ...................................... David Guterman
Hospitality ...................................................... Ariane Eisman
Kiddush ................................................................. Abe Alper
Marketing ....................................................... Ariane Eisman
New Family Initiative ................. Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz
Political Action ...........................Larry Cohn & Cary Kessler
Real Estate ....................................................... Judy Millman
Webmaster ........................................................... Ira Somach

Sisterhood Committees
Baruchim Ha’baim ..... Jordana Rothchild & Shani Kaufman
Calendar ................................Marci Karoll & Lisa Fogelson
Chanukah Boutique, Hat Sale............................ Cathy Sachs
Entertainment Books ..................................... Arlene Meisner
Mishloach Manot ........................ Leah Sclair, Suri Gotowner
New Member Tea .............................................. Cathy Sachs
New Year’s Card, Siddurim & Chumashim .......... Liz Vilkas
Simcha & Condolence Cards........................ Deborah Plutzer
Sisterhood Meals ................................................. Shelly Katz
Welcome Wagon .............................. Jen Hoch Joanie Brand
Wine Sale .................................................. Aryela Rosenberg

Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president,

treasurer, or MALI is received and read
within a reasonable amount of time. All
other mail should be mailed directly to
the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail
must be mailed to the home address of
the person in charge of the activity that
you desire (Calendar, Mishloach Manot,
Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information about where to direct your mail
is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR
THEIR DONATION OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:
JOE MEISNER
PRINTING
RITA RUBIN
MAILING
STUART HOROWITZ
PROOFREADING

www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com
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Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT

Math Tutor
Grades 4 – 10
Linda Hoberman
576-1683

Licensed Notary
Allan Hoberman
576-1683

The deadline for the next issue of the
Shaliach will be August 24, 2011.
Please send articles and photographs to
yipshaliach@gmail.com

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date
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