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Asked to describe the ingredients for success in the sport of golf, 38 time champion Bobby 

Locke, pithily responded “You drive for show and putt for dough.” As a golfer his long drives often 

received the most attention, but it was his short game close to hole that won his championships. It’s 

the same for rabbinics. The very public, performative sermon with its flashes of eloquence and erudi-

tion garner much attention, but great careers are forged in the day-to-day trenches of pastoral care, 

halachik research and counselling, and communal affairs. Rabbi Dr. Aaron Levine z”l made his ad-

mirable academic career in the field of economics and halakha. A long-time professor at Yeshiva 

University and a prolific author, Rabbi Levine distinguished himself as one of the foremost experts 

on the intersection of Jewish law and business ethics. His exceptional “short game” led to his ap-

pointment as editor of Oxford University Press’ Handbook on Judaism and Economics.  

Seasons of Nobility, published by Maggid Press, posthumously collects Rabbi Levine’s holiday 

sermons, the expressions of his “driver” in short two and three pages essays. Touching on central 

themes of Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach, Shavuot, and even Yom HaAtzmaut, this 

eclectic work, mixing a broad array of source material, serves as a striking complement to Rabbi 

Levine’s career as a distinguished economist and ethicist, offers the reader some new perspectives on 

the holidays, and provides a valuable glimpse into the perspectives and personality of a noteworthy 

figure in Jewish American life.  

Economics, as one might expect, figures prominently in a number of the sermons. Particularly 

of interest are his remarks upon Prof. Robert Aumann’s Nobel Prize in 2005. It was, Rabbi Levine 

notes, “the first time that the award was given to a person who is a deeply religious Jew and a first-

rate Talmudist” (117). Rabbi Levine’s admiration for Aumann is apparent, but the creative compari-

son of Aumann’s game theory with the book of Kohelet is impressive. “Those who took up Au-

mann’s models said that if we start without conflict, whatever it is… if the relationship is an ongoing 

one, each participant will adopt strategic behavior and will realize that he or she can anticipate and 

affect what the rival will do” (118). For Rabbi Levine the point is cooperation and it smacks of the 

philosophy expressed in Kohelet’s fourth chapter that encourages cooperation as a way of building 

strength.  

More than the details of economics, Rabb Levine’s sermons shed light on the spiritual motiva-

tions for the ethical commitments he promoted. Speaking of the two loaves that one brings on Shavu-

ot, he emphasizes the significance of “sanctifying the mundane” as the path to defeating the evil in-

clination that pushes us toward ethical missteps (323). The holiday becomes symbolic of commit-

ment not only to the commandments that ask us to serve God, but the commandments that ask us to 

treat our friends and neighbors with respect. In a similar vein, Rabbi Levine justifies meticulousness 

in our care for others in a number of sermons. For Yom Kippur, he notes that the High Priest reads a 

portion of the Torah by heart in order to avoid tirha de-tzibbura. “It prohibits not only an action that 

will clearly demonstrate a contempt for the community, but also an action that will in a tolerable 

manner slightly cause some annoyance to one who is just a statistic for us at this point” (64). For 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.korenpub.com/maggid_en_usd/great-gifts-new-raleases/new-releases-maggid/seasons-of-nobility.html
https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195398625.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780195398625
https://youtu.be/ctFwNJ8HeZE
https://youtu.be/ctFwNJ8HeZE
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Dear Friends,  

 

In November of this year we will mark the 50th anniversary of our shul’s first organized 

minyan. I am incredibly honored to be serving as President as we celebrate this wonderful 

milestone. As I reflect on my almost 40 years as a member of the Plainview community, I am 

reminded of the incredible contributions so many of our members have made to build the won-

derful and unique community we call home. We are all indebted to those early pioneers and 

those in each generation who have continually built on their successes. Thank you. 

From humble beginnings davening in people’s basements, living rooms and borrowed 

storefronts we have grown to a community nearing 200 member families. From early days 

when people couldn’t go away for shabbat because we might not have a minyan, we now have 

2 shacharit minyanim every day. 

What we will celebrate this year is only the first chapter in our story. It is up to all of us to 

look to the pioneers who went before us, and honor their examples of hard work, volunteerism, 

self-sacrifice and dedication by building on the strong foundation they have created. With the 

wonderful leadership of Rabbi and Yoetzet Weissman, I know we are up to the challenge. 

I’m incredibly proud of all we have accomplished, and I am excited to see us continue to 

grow and thrive in years to come.  

 

Shana Tova from David, Sarah, Sammy, Abby, Ellie Gross 

As the New Year is beginning, and our 50th anniversary is approaching, let’s take a mo-

ment to truly appreciate all of the many women and men that work so hard to make our com-

munity great. We are very fortunate to live in a community where everyone pitches in, volun-

teers and genuinely cares for each other.  We look forward to a year full of educational, social, 

and chesed programs. As the Yamim Noraim approach, please take a moment to consider giv-

ing of your time to get involved and volunteer. Whether for our Sisterhood, our Shul, our com-

munity, or beyond, volunteering is good for the soul. 

On behalf of the Sisterhood and our families, we wish everyone a year of health, love, hap-

piness, peace, and prosperity. 

 

Shana Tova U'Metuka, 

Perri, Jeff, Manny & Anthony Wallowitz 

Wendy, Eyal, Sam, Caleb & Ethan Ofer   

President's Pen 

Sisterhood Spotlight 
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We are working hard to make it easier to interact with YIP.  

Log on to our secure member portal www.yiplainview.com/member or use the YIP 

app, www.yiplainview.com/getapp. On the portal you can view your balances, up-

date your account information, and get important member only information includ-
ing our member handbook. 

 

This helps us to provide better transparency to the congregation. If you ever have questions about your 

membership plan, obligations or payments, please contact Financial Secretary Shani Kaufman at member-

ship@yiplainview.com. 

Need help with an online form, not getting shul emails, not sure where to go. Contact our office 

manager Stacy Grady at office@yiplainview.com or (516)433-4811 ext. 1 

See our new membership handbook which covers YIP from A to Z. The handbook is continually 

updated and can be found at www.yiplainview.com/member  

We need you! 

Please volunteer for our security greeter program. You can help by serving as a volunteer 

Greeter on Shabbat or for shul events.  

 

To join the program, please send your name, email and telephone to  

greeters@yiplainview.com with a message that you want to be added to the program. 
 

Did you know that our YIP calendar is available online at 

https://www.yiplainview.com/calendar. You can view times for 

davening, upcoming events, sign up for events, and see if a date is 

already booked.  

Now we’ve added an easy way to avoid conflicting events. Send your 

upcoming simcha with the date, time and occasion to  

office@yiplainview.com. Your event will be added to the calendar as 

a “Private Event” so if someone checks the calendar they can easily 

see if something else is scheduled. 

We’ve updated our Kiddush Sponsorship options. Check out our new menus with 

more food and more choices. You can view menus and book online at. 

www.yiplainview.com/kiddush 

You can also sponsor a Seudah Shelishit www.yiplainview.com/3seudot  

Or 

 

Sponsor our monthly special occasion kiddush for a birthday, anniversary or spe-

cial occasion. www.yiplainview.com/birthday  

President's Pen 

http://www.yiplainview.com/member
http://www.yiplainview.com/getapp
mailto:membership@yiplainview.com
mailto:membership@yiplainview.com
mailto:office@yiplainview.com
http://www.yiplainview.com/member
mailto:greeters@yiplainview.com
https://www.yiplainview.com/calendar
mailto:office@yiplainview.com
http://www.yiplainview.com/kiddush
http://www.yiplainview.com/3seudot
http://www.yiplainview.com/birthday
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A great time was had by all at Manicures for MALI! Thank you to the committee for all of their hard work to make this 

a successful evening.  

We are proud to announce that our mikveh staff has recently been trained on the emotional and religious needs of wom-

en who are facing, or have survived, breast or ovarian cancer. Working with Sharsheret, the Jewish Breast and Ovarian Can-

cer Community, the mikveh strives to be a source of comfort and safety for all women. Educational resources are now avail-

able at the mikveh. If you have any concerns, please contact Janet at (516) 978-3464. If you would like support or additional 

information about breast or ovarian cancer,  please contact Sharsheret at info@sharsheret.org 

During the Yamim Noraim, we strengthen ourselves in our commitment to Hashem and hope to undergo a spiritual 

transformation. During this introspective period of teshuva, tefilla, and tzedaka, we ask for your help in supporting our Mik-

veh as a center for spiritual transformation and renewal. May the waters of our Mikveh help us recommit to the values of our 

past, build our connections to each other in the present, and cultivate hope for our community’s future. On behalf of our 

Mikveh Board, we extend to you and your families our very best wishes for a new year blessed with peace, good health, and 

happiness. 

 

Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova, 

Janet Akhavan and Alissa Ossip 

MALI Co-Presidents 

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELL-

WOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL 

AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF 

PLAINVIEW FOR YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF PLAINVIEW MEMBERS. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DE-

TAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, 

BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL  

OF PLAINVIEW 

mailto:info@sharsheret.org
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Youth 
Please welcome out new Youth Director, Eitan Bedziner, 

and his wife Jessica to YIP! 

Eitan served as a counselor at NCSY Camp sports for a 

number of years as well as a head chapter advisor for NCSY 

in Oceanside, New York. He has a Bachelor's degree in Ap-

plied Mathematics, and is on track to becoming an actuary. He 

has years of experience working with children of all ages, and 

is looking forward to serving as the youth director of YIP. Jes-

sica has spent a number of years working with children and 

adolescents. She worked as an assistant morah in a daycare, 

and worked as an intern and ran groups at elementary and 

middle schools. Jessica has her Masters in school and commu-

nity psychology and is currently pursuing her doctorate at 

Hofstra University. The two of them are ecstatic to join the Plainview community.  
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Mazal Tov 
Ilene & Jeff Feldstein on the marriage of Jason to Melissa 

Soskin 

The Pfeffer and Karger families on Eliana and Ezra’s marriage 

Grandparents, Joel & Rochelle Verstaendig , and parents, Barry 

& Mikal, on the birth of a boy 

Parents, Ariane & Robbie Eisman, and Jani & Arthur Cooper-

berg , and grandparents, Henry and Cynthia Zanger, on the en-

gagement of their children Alec Eisman and Alyssa Cooperberg 

Grandparents, Shelly & Larry Solomon, and parents Jodi & Eric 

Blum, and Glenna & Joel Rosansky, on the marriage of Aliza 

Blum to Shmuel Dovid Rosansky 

Simcha Stern and family on Chani’s marriage to Marlon 

Schwarcz, son of David & Caroline Schwarcz of Los Angeles 

Annette Guida on the marriage of her granddaughter  Nicole to 

Anthony Agugliaro 

Malki & Gershon Allweiss on the marriage of Miriam to Noam 

Shmueli Palmer in Eretz Yisrael 

Grandparents, Suri & Ed Ehrlich, and parents, Ruchie & Ye-

hoshua Ehrlich, on the birth of Esther Malka 

Parents, Shira & Marc Ornstein, and Debbie Bandman & Jon 

Sandberg, and grandparents, Sheila & Sheldon Ornstein, Bunie 

Veeder, and Roslyn Sandberg, on the marriage of Alana to Da-

vid Sandberg 

Grandparents, Faye & Steve Krawitz, and parents, Jason and 

Jennie Krawitz, on the birth of a boy 

Parents, Amy & David Guterman, and Ahuva Karoly, on the 

engagement of Aryeh Guterman and Leora Karoly 

Parents, Ena & Yoram Haase, and Marcy & Mitchelle 

Wertheimer, and grandmother, Miriam Haase, on the engage-

ment of Sharon Mirit and Austin Ryan Wertheimer 

Parents, Ira & Arlene Somach, and Faye & Mark Kushinsky, on 

the marriage of Rebecca Somach and Shaul Kushinsky 

Annette Guida on the engagement of her granddaughter Melissa 

Grandparents, Robert & Paula Grossman, and parents, Michel & 

Chad Baum, on the birth of a Malcah Gila (Sophie Isabel) 

Jodi Kahn on being honored by Amit 

Condolences 
Arthur Lowy on the loss of his mother, Edith Lowy, Frimmit bat 

Avraham 

Leibel Sternbach on the loss of his father, Yakov Sternbach, 

Yakov Matisyahi ben Zvi 

Phillip Kurlander on the loss of his mother, Phyllis Kurlinder, 

Freidel bas Moshe 

Arie Neumann on the loss of his father, David Ben Shmuel Neu-

mann 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Shabbat Hazon, he reminds that modesty leads to the sensitivity necessary to treat others with respect (352). The protective aspect of 

the Sukka relates to the responsibilities of tikkun olam (87). 

Tellingly, the character of Aaron the High Priest arises a number of times in the work. Aside from sharing a name with the author, 

Aaron’s reputation as the rodef shalom, the pursuer of peace, fits seamlessly into the central themes of Rabbi Levine’s work. Aaron is 

the great Torah teacher who inspires others to greater commitments (78). Aaron brings the quality of kindness to an even higher plane 

than the forefathers (112).  

Beyond the homiletical, there is a historical quality to these sermons as well. The work offers perspective on Rabbi Levine’s role 

as a community leader. On Sukkot of 1987, spurred by an act of arson at a local synagogue that destroyed five Torah scrolls, Rabbi 

Levine tackled a “new anti-Semitism perpetrated through the agency of children” (82). He defends Tisha B’Av from those who claimed 

it was an anachronism. 

Throughout the work, Rabbi Levine reveals himself to be a great lover of Zion. “We stand now more than twenty years from the 

electrifying triumph of the Six-Day War. World Jewry basked then in a glamour, religious nationalism, and a sense of destiny” (211), 

he declared in1988. His Zionism leads Rabbi Levine to weigh in on some of the most controversial issues relating to the State: the set-

tlements (93), the religious-secular divide (300), weaponry (108), and the state of Israel’s relationship with the world (356).  

Rabbi Aaron Levine’s source material can only be described as eclectic. The text makes use of classical sources in the Talmud 

and Midrash, medieval commentators, gematria, Kabbalists, rationalists, and Hasidic rebbes. Its diversity makes Seasons of Nobility a 

valuable addition to the collected sermon genre. Indeed, the work opens the door into Rabbi Levine’s “long game” letting us know 

some of the creative philosophies of a great halakhist and ethicist.  

Rabbi’s Study(Continued from page 1)   
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OCTOBER 2019 

10/26/2019 ELIANA MAX  BAT MITZVAH 

NOVEMBR 2019 

11/1-11/2/2019 SIR: RABBI JAY GOLDMINTZ 

DECEMBER 2019 

12/ 7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT  BAT MITZVAH  

12/28/2019 ELIANA MARZOUK BAT MITZVAH 

JANUARY 2020 

1/18/2020  JACOB COHEN BAR MITZVAH 

FEBRUARY 2020 

2/28-3/3/2020 AIPAC CONFERENCE 

APRIL 2020 

2/24-2/25/2020 SIR: DR. ELANA STEIN HAIN 

MAY 2020 

5/8-5/9/2020 SIR: DR. MORDECHAI KEDAR 

JUNE 2020 

6/6/2020 RAFI BRANDLER BAR MITZVAH 

6/27/2020 NOAM WEISSMAN BAR MITZVAH 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

9/5/2020 ELIE GROSS BAT MITZVAH 

DECEMBER 2020 

12/19/2020 ETHAN FARBER BAR MITZVAH 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL  CALENDAR  

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, adopted 

the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue premises or 

at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 

The shul calendar can be viewed at yiplainview.com/calendar. 

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact  the 

Office Manager by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-

433-4811 extension 1.  Please provide the date and occasion. 

To book a Kiddush through the shul please visit yiplainview.com/Kiddush for 

options and our catering policy 

All Kiddush’s must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a 

baby naming. 

We want to express our appreciation to 
Rabbi & Yoetzet Weissman and the en-
tire YIP Kehillah for their help and sup-
port during my Mom's Petira and Shiva. 
Your concern and support was a great 
comfort to  us during this difficult time. 

Ruth and Israel Flamenbaum & Family 

Please help strengthen our community by contributing to our Kol Nidre Appeal.  The money raised during this 

appeal is one of the primary sources of funding for the year. 

We sincerely appreciate your continued help in building a strong foundation for our community.  May we all be 

blessed with a new year filled with health, happiness and prosperity. 

There are 3 ways to contribute: 

1) Online: You can pay online or pledge via the website www.yiplainview.com/kolnidre 

2) Email: Send your pledge to kolnidre@yiplainview.com 

3) Phone: Call or text Ariane Eisman at (516) 551-2722 

Checks can be sent to: 

Attn: Treasurer 

132 Southern Parkway, Plainview, NY 11803 

As always your donation will be kept confidential. 
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Advertising 
CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for 

additional information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO  

JOE MEISNER  FOR PRINTING 

New Family Welcome Bag 

Please patronize the following sponsors of the New 

Family Welcome Bag. 

Optix Family Eyecare  

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to 

the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), 

please contact  

Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

CELEBRATE YOUR  

SIMCHAS AND  

HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

In the past two years, 

over 40 leaves were add-

ed to the Tree of Life in 

the lobby, celebrating bar 

and bat mitzvahs, wed-

dings, the birth of chil-

dren and grandchildren, 

and other celebrations. 

Thank G-d, many of us 

have had simchas this 

past year, so why not 

take this time to donate a 

leaf ($72) and add to the 

growing Tree of Life ! If 

you are interested, please 

contact me. 

 

Marty Taub 



 

Young Israel of Plainview 

132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY  11803 
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