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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

General and Specific Time 

 by Rabbi  El ie Weissman 

September 2018 -  Tishrei 5779 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

Whether on Shabbos or during the year, the Jew speaks to God in an undertone.  In-

deed, the whisper that can only be heard by the whisperer represents one of the defining 

characteristics of our Amida.  “Though throughout the year we pray in an undertone. 

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, it is our practice to give voice to our prayer. We 

do not worry that we will cause others to stumble as everyone focuses upon their mach-

zor.”  The Shulchan Aruch (782:9) allows a penitent to raise his/her voice slightly on 

the high holidays as everyone is focused on the prayer books before them.  The reason 

for this focus, we know, is that, though there is overlap, the high holiday Amida is dis-

similar not only to the Sabbath prayer, but Holiday prayers as well.   

 

One glaring divergence is the conclusion of the main blessing.  Whereas on Pesach, 

Shavuoth, and Succoth we conclude generally Mekadesh Yisrael vehazmanim (He who 

sanctifies Israel and their Times), on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we conclude 

more specifically Melech al kol haaretz mekadesh Yisrael veyom haZikaron (the King 

of all land who sanctifies Israel and the day of Remembrance) or on Yom Kippur veY-

om HaKippurim.  R. Baruch Epstein, author of the Torah Temimah, claimed that the 

different ending was actually the result of printer error.  In actuality, we should con-

clude the blessings for Pesach, Shavuot and Succoth with the same specificity as the 

high holidays. On Pesach, for example, we would end with mekadesh Yisrael veChag 

HaPesach.  The term hazemanim (their times) was merely a placeholder that allowed 

the one praying to fill in the proper noun. 

 

R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, the Rav, disagreed wholeheartedly with this position.  In his 

opinion, only Rosh Hashanah demanded this specificity.  Rosh Hashanah, the day of 

God’s coronation and when He judges the world, earns its own particular blessing con-

clusion.  Similarly, Yom Kippur, as the day of forgiveness and the holiest day of the 

year, demands a conclusion that reflects that particularity.  Pesach, Shavuot, and Suc-

coth, however, while they have unique historical and philosophical themes, these holi-

days are inherently intertwined as the three zemanim (times) that Jews from all over 

ascend to the Temple in Jerusalem.  Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur’s individualities 

are preserved in their blessings, while the Shalosh Regalim’s shared mission is pre-

served in theirs.   
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW 
132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY 11803 

(516) 433-4811 

Rabbi: Elie Weissman Yoetzet Halacha: Avital Weissman  

Youth Director: Daniel Sultan 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President ......................................................................... David Gross 

First Vice President/Journal Dinner................................ Adam Farber 

Second Vice President/Fundraising ................................. David Vilkas 

Treasurer/Finance ....................................................... Jason Goldberg 

Financial Secretary/Membership .................................... Larry Pollack 

Corresponding Secretary ................................................. Esther Linder 

Recording Secretary ......................................................... Marci Karoll 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Rachel Brandler ................................................................................. Ariane Eisman 

Sam  Kahn ........................................................................................ Shani Kaufman 

Eyal Ofer ..................................................................................... Miriam Rafailovich 

Louis Sroka .......................................................................................... Alvin Smilow 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Past Presidents .................................................... Alan Z. Fromm & Eddie Simpser  

Sisterhood -President ........................................................................... Michelle Meir 

NCYI Delegate .................................................................................. Shneur Nathan 

 

BOARD COMMITTEES 
Education .............................................. Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman 

Eruv ............................................................................... Cary Kesssler 

Gemilat Chesed ............................ Bernie Reisner & Barry Zweigbaum 

House............................................................................. Alvin Smilow 

Library .............................................. Howie Grun & Shanie Kaufman 

Publicity/Marketing ........................... Shneur Nathan & Esther Linder 

Ritual ................................................. Steve Albert & Rabbi Weissman 

Safety .............................................................................. Alan Fromm 

Seniors ............................................................................. Gerry Gross 

Shaliach ............................................................................Meryl Fried 

Simcha Fund ....................................... Alex Stern & Rabbi Weisssman 

Social Action .................................................................. Chana Penini 

Youth .......................................................................... Atara Marzouk 

OTHER LEADERSHIP ROLES 
Communications ............................................................ Esther Linder 

Catering ........................................................ Eyal Ofer & Joel Kessler 

Cemetery ........................................................................... Sherri Malc 

Exterior Signboard .................................................... David Guterman 

Hospitality ................................................................... Ariane Eisman 

NCYI Delegate........................................................... Schneur Nathan 

Political Action ................................................................. Anne Cohn 

Seudah Shlishit ...................................................... Miriam Rafailovich 

Webmaster ...................................................................... David Gross 

GABAYIM 

Steve Albert ............................................................... Gershon Allweiss 

Jeff Eisman ................................................................ Robert Eisman 

David Kaufman ................................................................................. Joel Kessler 

Eddie Simpser ............................................................................. Alvin Smilow 

Jonathan Stochel 

SISTERHOOD BOARD 

President ................................................................... Michelle Meir 

Vice President—Dinner .................... Perri Wallowitz &Wendy Ofer 

Vice Presidents-Fundraising &Programming ............... Chana Penini  

                                                                                      & Jennifer Sneag 

Treasurer ............................................................. Linda Hoberman 

Recording Secretary ................................................. Eliah Barzideh 

Communications Secretary ......................................... Esther Linder 

Past President............................................................... Sarah Gross 

SISTERHOOD COMMITTEES 

Baby Gemach ....................................................... Stephanie Nathan 

Chessed/Social Action ........ Tina Abraham & Shanee Kirschenbaum 

Baby Gemach ................................................ Stephanie Nathan 

Education ................................ Miriam Rafailovich & Diane Pollack 

Life Cycle ............................................................... Deborah Plutzer 

Condolence Cards .................................... Rochelle Verstaendig 

Meals .................................................................... Shelley Katz 

Sefarim ...................................................................... Liz Vilkas 

Membership ........................................................ Shmuela Sternbach 

Calendar  .................................................... Shmuella Sternbach 

New Year Card  ......................................................... Liz Vilkas 

Welcome Wagon .................... Chavi Kersch & Lori Hildebrand  

Mishloach Manot .............................  Suri Gotowner & Ahuva Sclair 

Passover Wine ..........................................................Atara Marzouk 

Yoetzet .................................................................. Avital Weissman 

 

www.yiplainview.com 

Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com 

President’s email – president@yiplainview.com 

Shaliach—yipshaliach@gmail.com 

Youth Director youthdirector@yiplainview.com 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is re-

ceived and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar, 

Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information 

about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Friends,  

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve the community this year as President. This past year 

we celebrated the 70th anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel. As a Young Israel congrega-

tion, one of our founding principles is Zionism, and our staunch belief in and dedication to our eternal 

home. Even before Israel became a state, Young Israel communities helped support the Haganah by 

packing supplies and arms, and over the intervening years Young Israel shuls have continued to support 

the building of our country through chesed, donations, missions, and partnering.  

 

Young Israel of Plainview has followed in this example through many worthy projects over almost 50 

years. Our own founders were in part inspired by the same goals as the founders of the State of Israel, 

to create a home for Jews where they could feel part of something larger, and provide them with fulfill-

ment and security. Israel is often described as a miracle, and the accomplishments of the last 70 years 

certainly attest to this. Israel’s past is characterized by its determination, growth and survival. I hope 

that Israel’s next 70 years are equally miraculous in prosperity, innovation and security.  

 

I look forward to a wonderful year where our community continues our tradition of support for Israel, 

as well as continuing to improve upon the strong foundations we have built in Plainview. 

 

Shana Tova from David, Sarah, Sammy, Abby, Ellie Gross 

President's Pen 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE  

YOUR SIMCHAS  

AND HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

In the past two years, over 40 leaves were added to the Tree of Life 

in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, the birth of 

children and grandchildren, and other celebrations. Thank G-d, many 

of us have had simchas this past year, so why not take this time to 

donate a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !  

If you are interested, please contact me. 

Marty Taub 
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New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Optix Family Eyecare  

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertise-

ment, give away, etc), please contact  

Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com 

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELL-

WOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL 

AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF PLAINVIEW FOR YOUNG IS-

RAEL OF PLAINVIEW MEM-

BERS. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR 

DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, 

BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL  

OF PLAINVIEW 
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Shana Tova U’Metukah! After a relaxing summer, we are all in full swing for the Chagim. As 

we all prepare for this crazy time, please remember our new families. With shul being full, 

seek out new faces, and strike up a conversation or invite a someone new to your holiday ta-

ble. One event that seeks to bring new and current YIP families together is my favorite sister-

hood event of the year: the new family tea. Hope to see you there. 

 

After a quiet summer, our book club met to discuss the book . Stay tuned for our next book. 

Another big Sisterhood event on the horizon is our annual dinner, stay tuned for our deserving 

honoree!  

 

I wish you Shana Tova, a meaningful and easy fast and chagim smechim. 

 

Michelle Meir 

Sisterhood President  

Sisterhood Spotlight 
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 והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ אשר ה אלוקיך נתן לך נחלה וירשתה וישבת בה 
In this unassuming, introductory pasuk to Parshat Ki Tavo, the Torah uses many verbs, listed in an odd order, to con-

vey a single point: You will come to the land that God gave you as a portion, and you will inherit the land and settle in 

the land. Shouldn’t the inheriting be before our arrival?  

To solve this mysterious linguistic situation, my chavruta and I focused on the functions of the verbs: Passivity and 

Activity. On the active side, we have the Jewish people coming to the land and settling it. On the passive side, we have 

the land being given to us and the inheriting of it. This distinction teaches us the following: In life, nothing comes for 

free. We first need to take that active step (coming) in order to truly earn and achieve our goals (inheriting). Here, The 

Torah is teaching us this lesson through an example dear to our hearts: the Land of Israel. When it comes to acquiring 

our land, from the times of Avraham to 1948, the Jewish People have never had it easy. A Gemara in Mesechet Brachot 

states this explicitly:  

 ארץ ישראל נקנית 

Israel is acquired through struggles.  

Only after our efforts-- toiling the 

land, defensive wars, sacrifices, and 

tears-- can we truly inherit her.  

Similarly, this idea is seen explic-

itly in the Teshuva process. In Par-

shat HaTeshuva (Nitzanim, read the 

Shabbat before Rosh Hashana), the 

text also teaches us this concept: 

ְבת ָּ֞  ל ְושַׁ ֹֹ֛ ָּ֣ ְבקֹ֔לֹו ְככ ַמְעת  ָֽׁ יךָ֙ ְוש  ה ֱאֹלה ֶ֨ ָ֤ ַעד־יְהֹו 

ְבךָ֖  יך ְבכ ל־ְלב  נ ֔ ה וב  ָּ֣ ֹום ַאת  י ְמַצְוךָ֖ ַהיּ֑ ִ֥ ָֽׁנֹכ  ר־א  ֲאש 

ָֽׁך:  וְבכ ל־נְַפש 

ב ב  ְוש ָׁ֨ ך ְוש ָׁ֗ ּ֑ ֲחמ  ָֽׁ וְתךָ֖ ְור  ת־ְשבָֽׁ יך א  ֹ֛ ה ֱאֹלה  ָ֧ יְהֹו 

יך  ָ֖ ִ֥ה ֱאֹלה  ָֽׁיְצךֹ֛ יְהֹו  ר ֱהפ  ָ֧ ים ֲאש  ַעמ ֔ ָּ֣ כ ל־ה  ב ְצךָ֙ מ  ְוק 

ה: מ  ָֽׁ  ש 

First, YOU must return to God! 

Then, He will return you to where 

you’re supposed to be.  

The next pasuk connects us back 

to the pasuk in Ki Tavo: 

ו  ְָֽׁרשִ֥ ר־י  ץ ֲאש  ר  ֹ֛ א  ל־ה  יך א  ה ֱאֹלה ָׁ֗ ָּ֣ ָֽׁיֲאךָ֞ יְהֹו  ֱָֽׁהב  ו 

ָֽׁיך: ְרְבךָ֖ ֵמֲָֽׁאבֹת  ְָֽׁבךִ֥ ְוה  ּה ְוֵהיט  ּ֑ ְשת  ָֽׁיר  יך ו  ָ֖  ֲאבֹת 

God will bring you back to the 

land that your ancestors inherited 

and that you will inherit! Once we 

perform a complete Teshuva, then we 

will reach our ultimate goal, our des-

tiny: To return to our homeland. 

Lastly, after going from active to 

passive, the pasuk we quoted from Ki 

Tavo reverts back to an active state: 

settling her. Even when things are 

going great and easily, we must al-

ways remember that our work is nev-

er over, in terms of Teshuva, Israel, 

and life.  

 

Shana Tova! 

                      PASSIVITY AND ACTIVITY by Tzivia Appleman 
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Beginning with Rosh Chodesh Elul and through Shemini Azeret, we add chapter 27 of Tehillim to our daily 

tefillot. This psalm, which speaks of salvation, ends with the words: 

“קוה אל השם, חזק ואמץ לבך, וקוה אל השם  “      

“Hope to Hashem, strengthen yourself and He will give you courage; and hope to Hashem.”   

During the Yomim Noraim, we strengthen ourselves in our commitment to Hashem and hope to undergo a 

spiritual transformation. The Hebrew word for hope, tikvah, is the same as the root word for Mikveh. These 

purifying waters represent the spirit of hope, rebirth, and renewal. Each drop of water on its own seems trans-

parent and devoid of much strength, but when gathered with others, it is a powerful force. And each drop 

represents the endless cycle of moving water on earth. When we immerse in the Mikveh, we connect to the 

traditions of our ancestors. We are reminded of who we are and where we came from, and this helps to us to 

build a more powerful connection to Hashem.  

May the waters of our Mikveh help us recommit to the values of our past, build our connections to each other 

in the present, and cultivate hope for our community’s future. On behalf of our Mikveh Board, we extend to 

you and your families our very best wishes for a new year blessed with peace, good health, and happiness. 

 

Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

MALI Co-Presidents 

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, 

Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your 

donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized 

message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium -  Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas  at 931-6848 or email at Vilkasmd@aol.com 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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Mazal Tov 
Grandparents, Lenny & Rena Roos, and Rabbi Howard 

& Sarah Albert, and parents Sean and Eli on the birth of 

Aubrey Jade Roos  

Stu and Marlene Horowitz on the marriage of Eli to 

Shani Greenberg 

Deborah and Barry Spindel on the marriage of Michael 

to Briana Friedman 

Grandparents, Rochelle and Louis Sroka, and Ilya and 

Elaine Cohen, great grand parents, Claire and Larry 

Gochman, and Lillian Neidich, and parents, Sam and 

Amy, on the birth of a Gabriel Max, Gavriel Moshe ben 

Shimon Paltiel Hakohen 

Grandparents, Debbie and Eddie Simpser, and Carol and 

Brad Goldsammier, great grandparents, Golda Mayers 

and Rose Simpser, and parents, Michael and Brad Gold-

sammier, on the birth of twin girls, Sara Emily and Abi-

gail Miriam 

Grandparents, Miriam &Marty Fisher, and Marsha & 

Seth Sternstein, and parents  Jessica and Ezra, on the 

birth of Natalie Rose,Talia Shoshana  

Grandparents, Chana & Sol Jacobs, and Michael & 

Sandy Sharf, and parents, Yoni and Tami Jacobs, on the 

birth of Brielle Adira 

Grandparents, Joyce and Irving Gomolin, and Linda and 

Herb Katz, and parents, Molly and David Katz,  on the 

birth of Wesley Hirsch Katz 

Grandparents, Anne and Eddie Fryman, and Mimi Eng, 

and parents, Ora and Craig Fryman, on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Ronnie & Jeff Eisman and Miriam & 

Alan Gold,, and parents, Michael and Elana, on the birth 

of a Ayala Ahava 

Grandparents, Yaffa and Aaron Bertel, and parents, Sha-

nie and Noam Rabinowitz, on the birth of a boy 

Leah and Eric Levy, and  Abe and Feige Leidner, on the 

marriage of Elana to Akiva Leidner on Teaneck 

Grandparents, Lev and Irina Neymotin, and parents, Ar-

ie and Stephanie Neymotin, on the birth of a girl 

Maryann and Tamir Mori on the birth of Yael Rena 

Grandparents, Elliot and Debora Grossman, and parents 

Grandparents, Elliot and Deborah Grossman, and par-

ents, Jennifer and Jonathan Grossman, on the birth of 

twin boys 

Debbie and Eddie Simpser on the marriage of Dovid to 

Yael Nissanoff 

Diane and Howard Rabin, and Debbie and Judah 

Rosensweig, on the engagement of Shayna Rabin to 

Chayim Rosensweig 

Melissa and Ari Ciner on the birth of a Jacob Moe Ciner 

Michelle Reisner and Larry Pollack, and Amy and Elliot 

Kurtz on Marisa’s marriage to Moshe Kurtz 

Norma Hill on the birth of her granddaughter, Ahuva 

Leah 

Jeff Hoch and Nina Mineyeva on their marriage 

 

Welcome New Members 
Aryeh and Ariella Reinstein and their children 

Shalhevet, Gila and Amichai 

Tee and Shlomo Yosef Simpser 

Bonnie Isler 

Danielle Soberman 

Condolences 
Daniel Max on the loss of his father Solomon Mannes, 

Shlomo Manis Ben Harav Moshe 

Hank Rothschild on the loss of his father, Al Rothschild 

Deborah Spindel on the loss of her father Harold Caplin, 

Shraga Chanoch Ben Gamliel Hakohen 

Alan Toporofsky on the loss of his mother, Leila To-

porofsky, Shaindel Leah bat Yehoshua Natan Nata Hale-

vi 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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OCTOBER 2018 

10/1/2018 KIDDIE HAKAFOT 5:00-6:00 PM 

10/2/2018 SIMCHAT TORAH KIDDUSH 

10/20/2018 SIYUM/KIDDUSH FOR 35TH YAHRZEIT OF FATHER OF 

ROBERT & JEFF EISMAN  

10/20/2018 SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE: DR. LAWRENCE SCHIFFMAN, 

THE BIBLE AND ITS INTERPRETATION IN THE DEAD SEA 

SCROLLS, ADDITIONAL SLIDE PRESENTATION FOLLOWED BY 

REFRESHMENTS, 8:00 PM’ 

10/21/2018 BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM-8:00 PM 

10/27/2018 KIDDUSH SPONSORED BY YORAM AND ENA HAASE IN 

HONOR OF  BIRTH OF  MAYA ZOE 

10/27/2018 MATTHEW ARI HOCH BAR MITZVAH 

10/28/2018 CANCER CENTER FOR KIDS, WALK/5K 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

11/10/2018 YISHAY KAUFMAN  BAR MITZVAH 

11/10/2010 AMERICAN JEWISH WAR HEROS, MOVIE AND PRESEN-

TATION, 7:00 PM-10:00 PM  

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

2/2/2019 JOSHUA GROVER BAR MITZVAH 

 

MARCH 2019 

3/21/2019 JONAH LIEB BAR MITZVAH 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

12/ 7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT  BAT MITZVAH (BET MID-

RASH) 

 

JANUARY 2020 

1/18/2020  JACOB COHEN BAR MITZVAH 

 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

9/5/2020 ELLIE GROSS BAT MITZVAH 

 

DECEMBER 2020 

12/19/2020 ETHAN FARBER BAR MITZVAH 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL  CALENDAR  

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law govern-

ing minors and drinking, adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 

years of age on synagogue premises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 

The shul calendar can be viewed at yiplainview.com/calendar. 

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact  the Office Man-

ager by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 100.  

Please provide the date and occasion. 

To book a Kiddush through the shul please visit yiplainview.com/Kiddush for options 

and our catering policy 

All Kiddush’s must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby nam-

ing. 
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for 

additional information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO  

 

JOE MEISNER  FOR PRINTING 



 

Young Israel of Plainview 

132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY  11803 

 

Stamp 


