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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

Our Own Faults
 

September 2017 -  Tishri 5778 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

The basis of our Kedusha - Holy, Holy, Holy... - is a vision described in the sixth 

chapter of Isaiah.  The prophet witnesses the throne of God surrounded by Angels and 

recognizes that God's glory fills the world.  Feeling small, he declares (verse 5) "behold 
I am struck dumb, for I am impure of lips and well amongst a nation that is impure of 

lips." 

Fascinatingly the Midrash (Tanchuma Gen. 32) insists that with this confession the 
prophet went too far.  It's one thing to criticize his own impure lips, it's another to im-

pugn the lips of the entirety of the Jewish people.  Indeed, Rashi comments that when 

the angel singes Isaiah's lips in the following verses with coal, it is to atone for slander-

ing the Jewish people.  

These comments lead Rabbi Yisrael Meir Hakohen in his Chafetz Chaim to infer an 

added detail in the laws of proper speech: Just as Isaiah's own impure lips don't dull his 

criticism, so too our own failures do not blunt our critical observations of others.  For 
example, a person who is less than meticulous in the way s/he treats others, might feel 

license to point out that another has similar qualities.  Similarly, a person with less than 

stellar commitment might point to another's matching spiritual failings.  The speaker 
would rationalize the Lashon Hara with the thought that "I am much worse and admit 

it." 

The Halacha reflects an approach that is I believe detrimental to our attempts at self-

improvement. The speaker assumes "this is who I am, I am unashamed, why should 

anyone else?"  

Yet, shame is the first step to repentance. In shame, the repentant declares that my 

actions do not reflect my true self.  I am not the person who lashed out in anger, who 
failed to be sensitive, who took his/her religious commitments for granted. The person 

who points to another's failings that match his own, has not only slandered another, but 

slandered him/herself.  

One of the essential qualities of our religion, and one we celebrate each Rosh Hasha-

nah and Yom Kippur, is the belief that meaningful improvement is always possible.  It 

is not limited by age, place, or predisposition. Our heroes are the Moshes and Rabbi 

Akivas who transformed their lives at advanced ages and fought passionate inclina-

tions.  

Finding faults in another that match our own is detrimental. We would be far better 

served seeing the exceptional qualities in others that we can emulate.  
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Well that was fast! 

 

My first year as President of the Young Israel of Plainview certainly has flown by.  

As I look back upon my first year, I’d like to share a few of my observations with 

you. 

 
As President, I found that I have been presented with a different vantage point 

of seeing the shul’s inner workings –-not to mention a different way of looking at 

everyone in the shul from my vantage point up on the bimah.  In speaking with 

some of our past Presidents, they commented to me that it is very hard to see the 

“big picture” as President.  You become fixated on the day to day miscellany and 

minutiae of running the shul, and the inevitable emergency issues that arise.  As I 

reflect back, I realize how important it truly is to have a competent group of peo-

ple to handle the shul’s day-to-day operations, as well as a dedicated Board to 

help coordinate and plan for the future of the shul and our community. 

 

As a shul, the Young Israel of Plainview has been changing in family dynamics 

over the past few years. I hope in the coming years we will be able to turn the 

leadership of the shul over to the Millennials and their commitment to Jewish fam-

ily and community as a natural progression of our growth. 

 

My enthusiasm for our shul and this community knows no bounds. We come here 
to pray; we come here to learn and study; we come here to play. We come to 

support each other, in simcha and in sorrow, in good times and in those not-so-

good times as well. 

 
It is our members, and the myriad of connections among and between them, 

that makes our kehilah so special. Young or old, married or single, with children 

or not, this is a community where you can easily and comfortably feel like you be-

long.  

 
If we are to continue to grow as a shul -- as a community -- we need to keep 

these connections strong, while building new ones that will last and grow stronger 

well into the future.  

 
On behalf of Susan, Sarah and Brian, and Julie and Josh, I wish and hope that 

this coming year is one of fun and enlightenment, joy and happiness, health and 

prosperity for each one of you, for your families, and for the entire Young Israel 

of Plainview community. Wishing you all a g’mar chasimah tovah! 

 

Alan 

President's Pen 
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New Family Welcome Bag 

 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Thyme Marketplace - Shabbos Special 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, 

advertisement, give away, etc), please contact  

Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com 

As the New Year begins, I like to reflect on the past year, and envision what's to come. The 

past year was an amazing year for the Sisterhood, and the reason for such success is Sarah 

Gross. Under Sarah, the Sisterhood flourished with many new events like paint night and pot-

tery night, and old programs were revitalized such as a Mahjong tournament and the Sister-

hood book club. Sarah also undertook the long and arduous task of redrafting the Sisterhood 

constitution with a wonderful committee. I want to thank Sarah wholeheartedly for the amaz-

ing job she did with the Sisterhood, and for all the help she provides me in acclimating to my 

new role. 

I am very excited with all the events coming in the New Year for the Sisterhood. In prepa-

ration for the Chagim, the Sisterhood is having a hat and jewelry boutique on September 16th 

directly after our annual Sisterhood general membership meeting. Come to vote on the budget, 

and stay for the amazing accessories! Over the Chagim we will also be having a Mahjong 

tournament. Beginners to advanced players are all welcome! Our community has been blessed 

with many new families and, over Sukkot we will be having a new member tea to welcome 

and get to know these wonderful families. Please come to socialize and show all the warmth 

Plainview has to offer. 

Shana Tova U'Metukah! 

Michelle Meir 

Sisterhood President 

Sisterhood Spotlight 
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEME-

TERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTI-

TLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG IS-

RAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUT-

SIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY 

HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-

2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY 

ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL OF 

PLAINVIEW OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE  

YOUR SIMCHAS  

AND HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

In the past two years, over 40 leaves 

were added to the Tree of Life in the lob-

by, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs, 

weddings, the birth of children and grand-

children, and other celebrations. Thank G-

d, many of us have had simchas this past 

year, so why not take this time to donate 

a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree 

of Life !  

If you are interested, please contact me. 

Marty Taub 
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At Rosh Hashana, as one year ends and another begins, we take the opportunity to look 

back and reflect on the past. We examine our lives, take stock and make changes, and then 

look forward with hope. The Hebrew word for hope, tikvah, is the same as the root word for 

Mikveh, and its waters represent the spirit of hope and renewal.  

 

For the Mikveh Association, these last few months have given us the opportunity to look 

back with hakarat hatov and acknowledge the honorees of our 18th breakfast, Shelley and 

Gary Katz and Chana Leah Brehm. Looking ahead, we encourage the involvement of new in-

dividuals, and we welcome Sarah Gross and Chavi Kersch as new members of our board. We 

look forward to working together with them on programming ideas to benefit our Mikveh. 

 

On behalf of all the members of our Mikveh Board, we extend to you our very best 

wishes, and we look forward with hope to a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 

 

Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

MALI Co-Presidents 
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Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, 

Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family 

member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the 

shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your 

donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium -  Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas  at 931-6848 or email at 

Vilkasmd@aol.com 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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Mazal Tov 
Grandparents, Elsie and Steve Friedman, and parents, 

Deena and Avi Friedman, on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Marsha and Jack Nass, and parents, Evan 

and Adina, on the birth of Alexa Martine-Ronah Hilah 

Marci and Sandy Karoll on the engagement of Rayna to 

Ariel Druck, son of Nechama and Arnie (A”H) of Yaf-

fo, Israel 

Debbie and David Moskowitz on the marriage of Ste-

ven to Heather Pollack, daughter of Elise and Matthew 

Pollack 

Judy and Abe Alper on the marriage of Ariella to Rafi 

Motechin, son of Rosalind & Bentzion Motechin 

Alissa and Avi Ossip on the marriage of their daughter 

Tamar to Ellie Buechler, son of Laura and Rabbi How-

ard Buechler 

Parents, Ariane and Robert Eisman, and grandparents, 

Cynthia and Henry Zanger,  on the engagement of Ja-

son to Tamar Goldberg, daughter of Yocheved Gold-

berg and Roni & Ellie Goldberg 

Shelley & Gary Katz, and Chana Leah Brehm on being 

honored at the Mikveh Association breakfast 

Leah and Asher Baer on the engagement of their 

daughter Reut to Tzvi Wertenteil, son of Ilana and 

Moshe Wertenteil of Teaneck, NJ 

Rhonda & Brian Berns on the wedding of Jonathan to 

Emuna Langer, daughter of Dr. Hope & Sidney Langer 

of Riverdale 

Sandra and Dr. Steven Katz on the wedding of Nathan 

to Sara Bistritz, daughter of Nina and Dr. Jerome Bis-

tritz of Miami 

Joanne and Billy Mlotok on the marriage of Gabi to 

Jeffrey Koppel, son of Laurie and Robert Koppel of 

Woodmere 

Rebetzin Shelley Portnoy on the birth of a girl to Shira 

and Yossi Samsanowitz 

Parents, Pamela and Gabe Pollack,  grandparents, 

Michele and Larry Pollack, and great-grandfather, Ber-

nie Reisner, on the birth of a girl 

Grandparents, Diane and Howard Rabin, parents, 

Amichai and Ayelet Rabin, and great grandmother, 

Lilian Shulman, on the birth of a girl 

Kayla Barth and Brandon Goldstein on the birth of a 

boy 

Leah and Rabbi Eric Levy on the Bar Mitzvah on their 

son, Yonatan 

Yakira and Scott Meltzer on the birth of a boy 

Jeff and Rachel Lichtman on the marriage of Aliza to 

Yehuda Brick of West Hempstead 

Sandi and Howie Nayberg on the marriage of Ariella to 

Eli Shulman, son of Sharon and Sandy Shulman of East 

Brunswick, New Jersey 

Karen and Marc Lieberstein on the Bat Mitzvah of their 

daughter Ava 

Welcome New Members 
Rachel, Sam, and Benjamin Gartner 

Tiffany, Mordy, Rifka, and Nathan Yankovich 

Michal and Dr. Edward Rosenthal and family 

Marcia Simon 

Yaffa, Adam, and Lili Gartner 

Condolences 
Sherri Malc on the loss of her father, Milton Goodstein 

Harvey Kaplan on the loss of his father, Bernard 

Kaplan, Dov Ber ben Chaim 

David Isler on the loss of his father, Arthur Isler, Av-

raham Chaim Ben Yehoshua 

Irving Gomolin on the loss of his mother, Esther bat 

Arieh Leib 

Michele Lowy on the loss of her father, Mordy Barash, 

Mordechai ben Yaakov Yisroel 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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SEPTEMBER 2017 

9/2/2017 AVA LIEBERSTEIN  BAT MITZVAH 

9/16/2017 ZIPORRA FRIEDMAN  BAT MITZVAH 

9/23/2017 AVI BRANDLER  BAR MITZVAH 

 

OCTOBER 2017 

10/21/2017 JERUSALEM POST REPORTER, YONAH 

BOB 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 

11/18/2017 HALEY BRUNNER BAT MITZVAH 

 

DECEMBER 2017 

12/24/2017 BLOOD DRIVE 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

2/10/2018 JASON EISMAN AUFRUF 

2/18/2018 YOUNG ISRAEL JOURNAL DINNER 

 

MARCH 2018 

3/17/2018 ETHAN FLOUMANHAFT BAR MITZVAH 

 

APRIL 2018 

4/11/2018 YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 

 

MAY 2018 

5/26/2018 MALC AUFRUF 

 

JUNE 2018 

6/2/2018 EZRA COHEN BAR MITZVAH 

6/16/2018 MICHAEL SPINDEL AUFRUF (BET MID-

RASH) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

10/27/2018 MATTHEW ARI HOCH BAR MITZVAH 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

11/10/2018 YISHAY KAUFMAN  BAR MITZVAH 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

2/2/2019 JOSHUA GROVER BAR MITZVAH 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

12/7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT  BAT MITZVAH 

(BET MIDRASH) 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL CALENDAR  

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, 

please contact  Office Manager, Rivkah Itzhaky by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 ex-

tension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any 

purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe 

Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance ex-

cept for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to 

receive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper 

for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a 

vote of the Membership, in keep-

ing with current law governing mi-

nors and drinking, adopted the fol-

lowing Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that 

there be no consumption of alcohol 

by anyone under 21 years of age on 

synagogue premises or at syna-

gogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining 

this policy is appreciated. 
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for 

additional information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO  

JOE MEISNER  FOR PRINTING 



 

Young Israel of Plainview 

132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY  11803 
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