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Imagine an ink well spills its entire contents upon a piece of parchment.
An innovative scribe pulls a knife from his pocket. With careful scrapes
and scratches, he carves the Shema out of the spilled ink and declares the
tragic loss of ink and parchment avoided, for he has now created a mezuzah. Unfortunately, the creative solution is ineffective. As elegant as
each carved letter and word may be, this “mezuzah” is not kosher. A Halachik principle called Chok Tachut demands that each letter in a Sefer
Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzah be written by hand and not formed out of
scraping. A heh cannot be turned into a daled by erasing, but the whole
letter must be erased.
The requirement to form letters represents an interesting model for self
improvement. Two options exist before people attempting to better themselves. We can look to the detriments in our lives, the forces around us
that block our success. For example, a person might declare himself spiritually stagnant for the distractions - smartphones, television, media - that
exist around him/her. This same person might improve himself by removing those distractions. The more one removes oneself from the pressing
distractions of modernity, the greater the opportunity to grow. It is like
forming a letter by scraping away the excess ink. It is on the one hand
effective, but less than ideal.
When thinking of self improvement, our success might be better
achieved through formative self-construction. Torah study will make one
more knowledgeable; focus on prayer will improve one’s relationship
with God; thoughtfulness and refraining from gossip will make one a
stronger friend. This path focuses on self-construction.
“Drawing” ourselves won’t necessarily remove all obstacles, but it
might make them seem far more surmountable.
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 433-4811

Rabbi: Elie Weissman
Office Manager: Rivkah Itzhaky

Yoetzet Halacha: Avital Weissman
Youth Director: Daniel & Jessica Sultan

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President .....................................................................Alan Z. Fromm
First Vice President/Journal Dinner.....................................Sam Kahn
Second Vice President/Fundraising .................................. Joey Grover
Treasurer/Finance................................................................Ken Malc
Financial Secretary/Membership .................................... Larry Pollack
Corresponding Secretary ............................................. Rachel Brandler
Recording Secretary...................................................... Tina Abraham

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Aaron Chaitovsky ............................................................................ Aniane Eisman
David Gross........................................................................................... Marci Karoll
Michelle Lowy............................................................................................ Avi Ossip
Jordana Rothschild.............................................................................. Alvin Smilow

BOARD MEMBERS
Past Presidents ............................................................Eddie Simpser & Brian Berns
Sisterhood -President .............................................................................. Sarah Gross
NCYI Delegate................................................................................... Eddie Simpser

BOARD COMMITTEES
Education.............................................. Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman
Eruv ............................................................................... Cary Kesssler
Gemilat Chesed .............................................................Bernie Reisner
House.............................................................................Alvin Smilow
Publicity/Marketing .................................................................... TBD
Ritual ......................................... Jonathan Stochel & Rabbi Weissman
Securtiy .........................................................................Lev Neymotin
Shaliach ............................................................................Meryl Fried
Simcha Fund ....................................... Alex Stern & Rabbi Weisssman
Social Action ...........................................................Jordana Rothchild
Special Gifts ......................................................................Marty Taub
Youth....................................................................... David Bienenfeld

OTHER LEADERSHIP ROLES

SISTERHOOD BOARD
President .............................................................. Sarah Gross
Vice President—Dinner ...................................... Michelle Meir
Vice President-Programming............................. Atara Marzouk
Vice President - Fundraising .. Abby Bienenfeld & Eliah Barzideh
Treasurer ...................................................... Linda Hoberman
Recording Secretary ......................................... Perri Wallowitz
Communications Secretary .................................... Wendy Ofer

SISTERHOOD COMMITTEES
Chessed/Social Action ........................................ Tina Abraham
Education ................................................... Miriam Rafailovich
Life Cycle ....................................................... Deborah Plutzer
Includes the following subcommittees:
Condolence Cards ............................... Rochelle Verstaendig
Meals ............................................................. Shelley Katz
Sefarim .............................................................. Liz Vilkas
Shiva Assistance ........................................... Linda Chusid
Membership ................................................ Shmuela Sternbach
Includes the following subcommittees:
Calendar ............................................. Shmuella Sternbach
New Years Cards ................................................ Liz Vilkas
Welcome Wagon ........................................... Chavi Kersch
Mishloach Manot .............................................. Suri Gotowner
Passover Wine................................................... Atara Marzouk
Programs .............................................................. Diane Rabin

www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com

Announcements@yiplainview.com .. Larry Pollack & Jonathan Stochel
Cemetery ............................................................................ Sheri Malc
Coupons.........................................................................Alvin Smilow
Expansion ........................................................................... Gary Katz
Exterior Signboard/Yahrzeit ..................................... David Guterman
Financial Oversight ................................................. Aaron Chaitovsky
Hospitality.................................................................... Ariane Eisman
House.............................................................................Alvin Smilow
Kiddush .............................................................................. Abe Alper
NCYI Delegate............................................................................ TBD
New Family Initiative ................................ Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz
Political Action............................................Larry Cohn & Anne Cohn
Seuda Shlishit ........................................................... David Bienenfeld
Webmaster .......................................................................David Gross

Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time.
All other mail should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely fashion. For example, all Sisterhood
mail must be mailed to the home address of the person in
charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar, Mishloach
Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information
about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.
The Shaliach
Meryl Altabet Fried: Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com
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President's Pen
In air traffic controller parlance, it’s called “getting the picture.” It refers to the time
that a controller takes to study and understand where things are on the radar scope so
that he or she can relieve the on-duty controller safely. Since taking over the helm of the
Young Israel of Plainview as your new president roughly two months ago, I’ve been
“getting the picture,” getting a feel for what it is like to lead such a vibrant and growing
congregation.
By the time you read this, we will have our new budget in place, thanks to the hard
work of the Budget and Finance Committee and our Board. We’ve started taking steps
to bolster the security of our shul and safeguard our members. And we have been selected to host the 2016 Convention of the National Council of Young Israel in November.
But we still have a lot of work ahead of us. Without sounding too much like a cliché,
I cannot do it alone. There are opportunities for each member to get involved in committees, events, and activities, not to mention congregation meetings. Your voice is important, and I – and the entire Board of Directors – will listen to you. Share your ideas
with us, share your dreams…and work with us to help them become reality.
For me, the last two months spent “getting the picture” have been made quite a bit
easier thanks to the help I’ve received, and continue to receive, from the air traffic controller I am relieving. Eddie Simpser has helped make the transition quite seamless for
me, and I not only thank him for his time and patience, but I also look forward to working with him as an advisor, a sounding board, and the voice of experience as we move
through the next phases of our growth as a community.
I’m also quite excited to be working closely with my “Bimah Buddy,” Rabbi Weissman. I’m confident that our time together will be fruitful and productive, sharing
thoughts and ideas that will go a long way toward growing the Young Israel of
Plainview community.
But most exciting to me is that I get to partner with each and every one of you as we
make our shul the best it can be.
As we approach the Yommim Tovim, on behalf of Susan, Sarah and Brian, and Julie
and Joshua, I wish you and yours all the best for a g’mar chasimah tovah. May you be
inscribed for a year of health, happiness, prosperity, and all things good.

Alan Z. Fromm
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Sisterhood Spotlight
The new Sisterhood Executive Board is in full swing planning and organizing many social, educational, and fundraising events for the upcoming year. Most recently, Abby Bienenfeld and Diane Rabin spearheaded and organized the AAA Bike Rodeo on August 6, which
taught our children proper bike safety as part of a fun and exciting program.
The Sisterhood calendar and New Year’s cards are almost ready to go to print, thanks to
Shmuela Sternbach and Liz Vilkas, and will be available to the community before the upcoming Chagim. Additionally, we are in the midst of organizing Team Hudy as part of the Winthrop Children's Cancer Center 5k run/walk on September 11; thank you to Abby Bienenfeld
and Eliah Barzideh for spearheading that effort. Also, we will be having our annual Pre-Rosh
Hashanah Hat Sale at the home of Liz Vilkas on September 13; thank you, Liz, for organizing
and hosting as always!
The YIP Sisterhood Executive Board has developed a Proposed Sisterhood Budget for
the 2016-2017 year, which will be voted on by the Sisterhood general membership at an upcoming meeting, date to be announced. Stay tuned for dates of upcoming Sisterhood events!
As always, thank you to the many women (and men) who volunteer their time and energy to our Sisterhood. It is because of the collective effort of board members, committee members, and lay volunteers that we have been able to and will hopefully continue to run excellent
and exciting events for members of the community. The members of the Sisterhood board are
excited about the upcoming year’s educational programs, social events, and opportunities for
social and spiritual growth.
If anyone is interested in getting involved, please contact me or another member of the
Sisterhood board.
Shana Tova and Ktiva V'Chatima Tova!
Sarah Gross
Sisterhood President

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give
away, etc), please contact
Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com
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JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR
cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz
All types of construction – kitchens,
bathrooms, appliance installation and repairs

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –
if that’s what you wish!
Great workmanship and even better service
516 - 413 - 6095
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YOUTH
Time flies by when you’re having a good time, and what a year it’s been at YIP for our
youth. It feels like only yesterday when we kicked off the year with Shabbos meals at the Sultan’s. In our continued effort to give each and every age group the individual focus they deserve, we finished the year with a bunch of special activities; including a PAINTING WORKSHOP, an ESCAPE THE ROOM adventure and an overnight CAMPING experience in the
shul.
Of course we also enjoyed incredible holiday themed events involving games and arts and
crafts for Rosh Hashana, Sukkot, Tu’ B’Shvat, Chanukah, Purim, and Pesach. We had a KIDDY HAKOFOT and MEGILLA READING, Onegs around the town, and Motzei Shabbos Parent Children learning with pizza. We also stepped outside the shul and ventured trips to
BOUNCE and LASAR TAG.
In the summer months, we organized Shabbos afternoon games in the park. Functioning as
a community social, we received excellent turnouts of kids and their parents. Ice pops, chips
and of course lots of water were enjoyed by all. Parents did not just drop off their children, but
sat together under the shade of the big tree, talking and watching the kids play.
In collaboration with NCSY, we had a High School SHABBATON, an ICE SKATING
event, and an END of the YEAR BBQ celebration.
Our weekly youth groups were as exciting and fun as they were educational and inspiring.
To all of our incredible youth leaders that will be moving on next year - we owe you a great
big THANK YOU. You showed care and responsibility, creativity and enthusiasm, and together we made groups the place to be. And our weekly attendance of over 50 kids would agree.
We look forward to our new and old youth leaders to help create that amazing atmosphere
once again. We look forward to another year filled with fun and excitement to learn and grow.
Our mission is to make the youth program better and better, and suggestions/comments are always welcome.
Daniel & Jessica Sultan
youthdirector@yiplainview.com
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AIPAC Policy Conference 2016
An Unforgettable Experience
byTzivia Appleman

Eighteen thousand is difficult to visualize. Due
to its massive size, this number is almost inconceivable. That’s why on March 20-22, 2016, I
was completely amazed when I encountered this
uncommon entity. At AIPAC Policy Conference,
I didn’t just see 18,000. I experienced, met, engaged with, and learned from 18,000 people of all
different backgrounds. Whether a high school student or a college student, a senator or a governor,
a Republican or a Democrat, an Orthodox Jew or
an Evangelical Christian, everyone who attended
this conference came together for one reason- to
help strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship.
Being a junior in high school myself, I attended
the Policy Conference with 15 other high school
students from my youth organization, New York
NCSY. Not only did we attend impactful sessions, but we also had the privilege of hearing
from well-established people in the Jewish political realm, such as past AIPAC President Howard
Tzvi Friedman, OU Advocacy NY State Director
Maury Litwack, and US Representative Tom
MacArthur. Being among 4,000 students at the
Policy Conference, I had the opportunity to meet
many people similar to my age, who are also interested in learning about the Israeli-American
political landscape. What makes AIPAC unique
from most political organizations is that it engages high school and college students in an area that
is often overlooked or ignored by most of today’s
youth - politics. AIPAC trains students to be confident advocates for Israel, whether in a congressman’s office or on campus. Speaking to college
students on Policy Conference about how they
tackle anti-Israel sentiments on campus was especially informational for me, since I will soon be

going to college (I can’t believe it either).
It’s no surprise that the first question everyone
asks me about Policy Conference is, “How was
Donald Trump?!”. I can already feel the tension
in the audience, so let me reassure you; I won’t
delve too deeply into politics. But I will tell you
this: Hearing from most of the Democrat and Republican Presidential Candidates (of the time), the
Speaker of the House, the Vice President of the
United States of America, and the Prime Minister
of Israel was an experience which I will never
forget. Yes, everyone had their own opinions on
these speakers, and politicians tend to have their
own agendas in their speeches. However, there
was still much gratification in hearing about the
value of the relationship of America and Israel
from people who are in positions of high power in
our country. Not only did I hear from supportive
American politicians, but also from important
politicians from other countries. An outstanding
session regarding Israel’s standing in the world
today was led by Liam Fox (former Secretary of
State for Defense of UK) and The Honorable
John Baird (Canadian Foreign Minister). What
stood out to me was their incredible sense of passion for Israel. Neither politician belongs to Israel
or the U.S., but they were talking about Israel as
if she was an old friend. The discussion was centered around the fact that even though the Middle
East is in turmoil, it has nothing to do with Israel.
Regarding the situation in Israel, their stance was
clear, “Peace is a choice. It can only happen when
both sides decide to make that choice. Israel has
chosen peace.”
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF
PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF
PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE
PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR
OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A
SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE
YOUR SIMCHAS
AND HONOR LOVED ONES !

Last year, 24 leaves were added to the Tree of Life in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat
mitzvahs, weddings, the birth of children and grandchildren. Thank G-d, many of us have
had simchas this past year, so why not take this time to donate a leaf ($72) and add to
the growing Tree of Life !
Also, we have one major Special Gift still available – the Sandek’s Chair on the bimah –
and we have lowered the donated price to $5,000. If you are interested in making this
Special Gift in honor or in memory of a loved one, please see me. It is truly a wonderful
opportunity.
Marty Taub, Chairman Special Gifts Committee
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At Rosh Hashana, we take the opportunity to look back, examine and make changes, as well as look
forward with hope. For the Mikveh Association, it gives us the opportunity to look back with hakarat hatov to acknowledge the support of our past leadership, and we welcome our newest board members, Ilana Blackman, Inbal Eshaghian and Simona Eshaghian. Our recent evening of challahmaking with Chaya Teldon was enjoyable and successful, and we are thankful for the generosity of
the program’s sponsors and patrons. Looking ahead, the Mikveh will hold its 18 th Breakfast after the
chagim, so be on the lookout for information about this important fund-raising event.
On behalf of all the members of our Mikveh Board, we extend to you our very best wishes and look
forward with hope for a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
Co-Presidents

K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 2016
SEPTEMBER 2017
9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH & DARA’S BAT 9/2/2017 LIEBERSTEIN (AVA’S BAT MITZVAH)
MITZVAH)
MARCH 2018
NOVEMBER 2016
3/17/2018 FLOUMANHAFT (ETHAN’S BAR MITZVAH)
11/5/2016 VILKAS (LEAH’S BAT MITZVAH)
NOVEMBER 2018
JANUARY 2017
11/10/2018 KAUFMAN (YISHAI’S BAR MITZVAH)
1/14/2017 BAER (ORI’S BAR MITZVAH)
FEBRUARY 2019
MAY 2017
2/2/2019 GROVER (JOSHUA’S BAR MITZVAH))
5/20/2017 WEISSMAN (LEBA’S BAT MITZVAH)

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, adopted
the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue premises or
at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.
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L IF E C YCL E A NN OUN C EM ENTS
Mazal Tov
Sherri, Kenneth, Alyse and Melanie Malc, and Bill and
Nanci Gross the engagement of Michael to Eliana Gross
of Los Angeles, CA
Alissa & Avi Ossip, and Rabbi Howard & Laura Buechler on the engagement of Tamar to Elie Buechler of Dix
Hills
Diane & Howard Rabin, and Sharon & Yudi Polatoff on
the engagement of Amichai Rabin and Ayelet Polatoff
Michelle & Asaei Meir and big sisters Alina and Tatiana
on the birth of a boy
Nechama Horwitz and Avi Bass on the birth of a girl
Chana Leah & Anthony Brehm, and big sisters Livia and
Brielle on the birth of Itai Yehudah
Sarah & David Gross, Sammy & Elli, and Grandparents,
Elaine and Gerry, on Abby’s Bat Mitzvah
Gary & Shelley Katz on the wedding of Gabi to Craig
Resmovitz
Cathie and Alex Stern on the engagement of Jamie to
Jonathan Arbisfeld
Yoram & Ena Hass and Sharon, and Brad & Rochelle
Danning and Sheryl on the wedding of Noa to Jonathan
Danning
Susan & Alan Fromm, and Tracey& Robert Kirsch on
the wedding of Julie to Josh Abergel of Teaneck, New
Jersey
Ruth & Roni Lorbert, Ilana & Aaron Blackman, and
Yisroel & Temmy on the wedding of Leor to Tzivia
Elazary
Avidan & Lior Brody, Diane and Jonathan Brody,
Shelly and Larry Solomon, and Linda and Gene Brody
on the birth of Eliya David in Israel
Gila and Shlomo Pollack, brothers Moshe and Meir, and
Shelley Portnoy on the birth of a girl
Yehoshua &Ruchie Ehrlich, and Suri & Ed Ehrlich on
the birth of Shlomo Chaim

Schmuel and Pessie Friedman on the engagement of
Shelley to Leor
Rhonda & Brian Berns, and Dr. Hope and Sidney Langer on the engagement of Jonathan and Emunah
Aileen & Ben Kirschenbaum, and Jeff & Linda Sander
on the marriage of Michael Kirschenbaum and Jenny
Sander
Alissa & Avi Ossip, and Grace & Howard Denemark on
the marriage of Adam and Abbie
Diane Pollack on the birth of a granddaughter
Diane & Howard Rabin, and Laurie & Paul Gruber on
the marriage of Yakira Rabin and Joey Gruber
Moshe & Barbara Cohen, and Sharon & Eddie Lustbader on the engagement of Michele to Jonathan Lustbader

Condolences
Howie Nayberg on the loss of his mother Pearl Nayberg,
Pesah bat Hillel
Sheila Glanzman, Ellen Wimmer, and Barry Zweigbaum
on the loss of their father Eddie Zweigbaum
Maddy Abergel on the loss of her father, Louis Samuel
Weinman, Shmuel Arieh
Sharon Nachman on the loss of her father, Richard Appelbaum, Zvi Yitzhak ben Yisrael Chanina
Yoram Haas on the loss of his father, Yitchak ben Avraham
Larry Pollack on the loss of his father, Al Pollack, Avraham Yitzchak ben Baruch
Jeremy Scholem on the loss of his father, David Scholem
Jay Lyons on the loss of his father

May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Welcome New Members

Ruth & Roni Lorbert, Ilana & Aaron Blackman, and
Yoseph & Chavie Lorbert on the birth of a girl

Michal & Brad Goldsammier and family

Ronnie & Jeff Eisman, Kenny, Michael & Elana, and

Dianne Pollack

Esther and Brian Lindner
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Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim
and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a
friend or family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to
add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message,
and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our newest book, for
Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40
Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas
at 931-6848 or email at Vilkasmd@aol.com.

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact Office Manager, Rita Rubin by email at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for
any purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak
to Abe Alper for details.

Thank you to our wonderful YIP kehillah for
your kindness and support during the difficult
time of my father's recent
passing. We are so fortunate to be part of such a
caring community. May
we share only simchas.
Barbra Cohen & Family
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Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
FOR THEIR DONATION
OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING
JOE MEISNER PRINTING

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit
plaque or for additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

