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F RO M TH E R ABBI ’ S S TU DY
The Power of the Shofar

In the third chapter of his Laws of Repentance, Maimonides makes a cryptic,
if engaging comment about Shofar. Even though the sounding of the shofar on
Rosh HaShanah is a decree, it contains an allusion. It is as if [the shofar's call] is
saying:
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Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise. Inspect your deeds, repent, remember your Creator. Those who forget the truth
in the vanities of time and throughout the entire year, devote their energies to
vanity and emptiness which will not benefit or save: Look to your souls. Improve your ways and your deeds and let every one of you abandon his evil
path and thoughts.
His words, describing the potential power of the Shofar, are inspiring, yet at
the same time confounding. Would this statement about Shofar’s power not be
more appropriately placed in the Laws of Shofar and not Repentance?
Clearly, Maimonides is not dealing with Shofar in its normative sense, as a
mitzvah. Rather, he is referring to Shofar as an ideal or concept. There is the
shofar that exists as a commandment to be fulfilled each and every Rosh Hashanah when we hear 100 sounds. Then there is the shofar that symbolizes the
transformational effect that singular events can have on our lives.
In The Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell makes the bold claim that societal
shifts and trends can be modeled on epidemics. Just as one sick individual can
set off a massive outbreak, so too can singular events serve as a catalyst for social change. Maimonides is making the same claim about Shofar, a sound that
has the unique power initiate change, to wake us up from slumber.
It is not just Shofar that can inspire us. Our year has been filled with hidden
miracles, expressions of love, even simple conversations that have the power to
inspire growth and change for the better. The Shofar is obvious. Its visceral call
seems built to wake us from our vane, daze-filled slumbers. Yet, this time of
year, when we take stock, we should also ask ourselves what other events have
moved us, and have had the potential to change our perspectives and perhaps
our lives for the better.
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Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time.
All other mail should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely fashion. For example, all Sisterhood
mail must be mailed to the home address of the person in
charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar, Mishloach
Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information
about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.
The Shaliach
Meryl Altabet Fried: Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com

Page 3

The Shaliach

President's Pen
As we look forward to the upcoming New Year and Chagim, it is an opportunity to consider our goals for the
coming year. Certainly, first and foremost we pray that the year brings only smachot and a full refuah for those who
are ill within our community. We hope that many of the challenges of the past year will be behind us, and that we
will be able to think about opportunities for us to grow and develop as individuals and as a community.
The Board and I have a number of ideas to enhance the religious and social experience for our membership. I am
sure many of you have additional ideas. In the pages of this Shaliach you will find a list of volunteers at the board
and committee level. I encourage you to join those committees and work with these generous people to help move
our organization forward. Pick a project that appeals to you; don’t be complacent just because things are in a good
place in the shul. Please grab the opportunity to contribute to the betterment of our local community and even beyond
the boundaries of the Plainview Jewish community. If you have ideas please speak up. With a very modest investment of your time much good can be done.
There is one project I wish to highlight. We would like over the next few months to create a “History of YIP”.
This can be some combination of written, audio and video history. The time is now, while some of our founding
members are still living in our community and available to us. This is a wonderful project for a high school or college
student, and we have some very capable mentors within our community to assist. Please speak to me if you have an
interest in this important project.
Debbie and I wish everyone a year of health and happiness and above all, peace in Israel and throughout the
world.
Eddie
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Sisterhood Spotlight
The Sisterhood is starting off the year with several exciting programs. Rivkah Itzhaki is coordinating a School
supply drive. Linda Chusid has designed beautiful Get Well cards with a Perek of Tehillim that are being distributed
to patients at Plainview Hospital. Thank you to Joe Meisner for printing the cards. We will be running a pre-Rosh
Hashanah hat sale at the home of Liz Vilkas on Sept. 8 from 8-10pm. On Sept. 20, the Sisterhood will be participating in a 5k run/walk to raise money for Winthrop Children's Cancer Center; please contact Diane Rabin or Chana
Leah Brehm to join Team Hudy. Atara Marzouk and Linda Hoberman have put together yet another beautiful Sisterhood Calendar; thanks again to Joe Meisner, Printer Extraordinaire. We're working on several other exciting programs, including a Sukkot Mah Jongg tournament, bike safety program, a painting night, and much, much more.
Yoetzet Avital Weissman, who is available to answer questions by phone, text, or email, is planning her Yoetzet
programming for the upcoming year, including guest speakers and exciting shiurim.
We are starting the process of updating the Sisterhood Constitution. Thank you to all who volunteered to serve
on the Constitution Committee. Planning is also underway for the Annual Woman of the Year Dinner; stay tuned for
honoree(s) and date.
If you are interested in volunteering for these or any other programs, please contact any member of the Sisterhood board.
We wish a continued Refuah Shelema for Yehudah Amitai ben Avital Nechama, and a happy, healthy and prosperous new year to all!
Shana Tova U'Metukah,
Sarah Gross, Sisterhood President

JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR
cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz
All types of construction – kitchens,
bathrooms, appliance installation and repairs

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –
if that’s what you wish!
Great workmanship and even better service
516 - 413 - 6095

Page 5

The Shaliach

At Rosh Hashana, as one year ends and another begins, we take the opportunity to look back and reflect on the past. We examine our lives, take stock and make changes, and then look forward with
hope. The Hebrew word for hope, tikvah, is the same as the root word for Mikveh, and its waters
represent the spirit of hope and renewal.
As we recite Tehillim chapter 27 from now through Shemini Atzeret, may the words of
Kaveh el Hashem, Chazak v’Yaametz Libecha, v’ Kaveh el Hashem
remind us to be grateful for Hashem’s help in strengthening our faith and hope for His compassion
in the coming year.
On behalf of all the members of our Mikveh Board, we extend to you our very best wishes, and we
look forward with hope to a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
Co-Presidents

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS
AND HONOR LOVED ONES !
Last year, 24 leaves were added to the Tree of Life in the lobby, celebrating bar
and bat mitzvahs, weddings, the birth of children and grandchildren. Thank G-d,
many of us have had simchas this past year, so why not take this time to donate
a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !
Also, we have one major Special Gift still available – the Sandek’s Chair on the
bimah – and we have lowered the donated price to $5,000. If you are interested
in making this Special Gift in honor or in memory of a loved one, please see me.
It is truly a wonderful opportunity.
May the entire community and Klal Yisroel have a Shana Tovah.
Marty Taub, Chairman Special Gifts Committee
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YOUTH
Dear Youth Parents,
We are very excited to be here and we’ve truly enjoyed meeting all of you. We are looking forward to an amazing year filled
with fun and educational youth programs. We hope to make this the best year yet. Here are a few things that we’ve been up to
and are planning:
1) Shabbos morning groups for kids of all ages with davening, parsha, stories, games, and of course delicious snacks. We’re in
the process of creating a fourth group for “tween girls.” Overall, we want the kids to enjoy coming to shul, to look forward to
groups, and to look forward to Shabbos.
2) Shabbos Afternoon Play in the Park: Utilizing Plainview’s beautiful weather and the gorgeous recreational fields, we organize
weekly games in the summer. Our games are highly inclusive for boys and girls over a wide range of ages and encourage teamwork, sportsmanship, strategy, and leadership. Of course, we also provide ices and other snacks to keep the kids cool, hydrated,
and energized.
3) Shabbos Meals: We would like to host our shul's youth for a Shabbos meal one small group at a time. So far, we’ve had the
tween girls and teen boys. The goal is to spend quality time with your kids in small groups to really get to know them. The meals
take place in our home and are followed by games of all sorts.
4) Sukkot: The Sukkah Hop is around the corner and we’ve started mapping out our routes. If you would like to host – please
email us.
5) Lastly, if you have any comments, complaints, or suggestions – please feel free to call or email us anytime. We’re always
looking to improve, so don’t be shy.
Thank you,
Daniel & Jessica Sultan
youthdirector@yiplainview.com
973-902-7501
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YIP SISTERHOOD TO PARTICIPATE IN
CANCER CENTER 5K
Sisterhood is forming a team to run or walk in the Winthrop University Cancer Center
for Kids 5K to be held Sunday, Sept. 20, 2015 at Eisenhower Park. Winthrop Cancer Center for Kids has been an integral part of Hudy’s treatment program.
Registration before Sept. 20 is $20 for adults, $10 for kids; under 6 free.. Our team, team
Hudy, is in honor of a complete refuah shleimah for Hudy Weissman. When you register, indicate that you are part of team Hudy.
We are hoping to have sponsors for our team t-shirts—if not, we will ask members to pay a
small amount per shirt.
Complete race information may be found at:
http://cancercenterforkids5k.itsyourrace.com
Call Diane Rabin at 516-661-7030 or Chana Leah Brehm. at 917-836-6004 if you have any
questions.
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 2015
9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH)
OCTOBER 2015
10/10/2015 MARZOUK (BEN’S AND NOAH’S BAR MITZVAH)
DECEMBER 2015
LIEB (JADEN’S BAR MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2016
9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH)
NOVEMBER 2016
11/12/2016 NEUMANN (DARA’S BAT MITZVAH)

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul
calendar, please contact Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-4334811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone
for any purpose or event without the knowledge and
approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in
advance except for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be
available to receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special
Pearls - challah and challah roll
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a
coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact Melissa
Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors and drinking,
adopted the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue
premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books
can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand
new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note
our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com.
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L IFE C YCL E A NNOU NC EMENTS
Ave Lichtman
Grandparents, Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum, parents,
Robin and Steve Seidler, and Rachel and Mark Meles Danny and Shulie, and great grandfather, Bernie
of Philadelphia on the marriage of their children Kev- Reisner, and on the birth of a girl
in and Ruthie
Aileen and Ben Kirschenbaum on Rebeccas marriage
Sara and Josh Maltzman on making Aliyah
to Adam Abergel
Michele Reisner and Larry Pollack, and Bonnie and Mike and Rhonda Migdal Schwartz on the Bat MitzEzra Hershman on the marriage of their children vah of Liana Rielle
Gabe and Pamela
Parents, Esty and Moti Gottlieb, and big brother,
Azriel, on the birth of a boy
Sheryl Cohen on the loss of her father, Stuart RothenGrandparents, Debbie and Rick Baer, parents, Allison stein—Shimon Ben Heschel
and Avi Platschek, and big sister Miriam on the birth Sol Jacobs on the loss of his father, Roman Jacobs,
of a girl
Avraham Ben Shlomo
Grandparents, Debbie and Marty Taub, and Betty and Sam Sperling on the loss of his mother, Pearl SperMoishe Weinman, parents, Lauren and Marc ling
Nudelman, on the birth of a boy
Steve Albert of the loss of his father, Arthur Albert—
The Weinick family on the Bat Mitzvah of Jordyn
Eliyahu Ben Shaul
Jeanette and Rob Margolis on the engagement of their
daughter, Rachel, to Nathan Tondow of Highland May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
Part, New Jersey
Miriam Allweiss on making Aliyah
The Wolfstein family on the Bar Mitzvah of AviRam
Debbie and Ave Gold on Dara’s marriage to Corey Cindy and Ariel Gross and family
Fersel
Wendy and Eyal Ofer
The Herskowitz families on the wedding of Eliza to

Mazel Tov to

Condolences

Welcome New Members

YOUNG ISRAEL
OF PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE
YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP
COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
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Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
FOR THEIR DONATION
OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING
JOE MEISNER PRINTING
RITA RUBIN MAILING

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit
plaque or for additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

