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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

An Added Month 

September 2013 -   Tishrei 5774 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

The main blessing of the Musaf service for Rosh Chodesh (the New 

Month) normally ends with a request for twelve benedictions: (1) Goodness 

(2) blessing (3) joy (4) gladness (5) salvation (6) consolation (7) sustenance 

(8) support (9) life (10) peace (11) pardon of sin (12) forgiveness of iniqui-

ty. The 12 benedictions correspond to the twelve months of the year, which 

is why during a leap year, a thirteenth request is added “for the atonement 

of willful sin.” 

Currently, we add a month based on an automated system instituted dur-

ing Talmudic times. However, during the Temple periods (and for some 

time following) a month was added based on the Judgement of the Reli-

gious High Court, the Sanhedrin. The Talmud declares that three specific 

anxieties inspired them to add a month: Aviv (lit. Spring), the fear that the 

wheat crop would not be ready in time for Passover; peirot ha-Ilan, the fear 

that the fruit would not be sufficiently ripened for the offering of first fruits 

during Shavuot; tekufah, insuring that the holidays remained in their appro-

priate seasons. The Sanhedrin oversteps its bounds and mandate if it adds 

another Adar for alternative reasoning. Indeed, rabbinic literature judges 

harshly the righteous king Hezekiah for adding a month for spiritual, rather 

than practical needs. 

A Sanhedrin that audaciously adds a month for alternative reasoning can 

potentially lead to an improperly extraneous Adar, and a violation of seri-

ous commandments, including eating Chametz on Passover which is pun-

ishable by karet (spiritual excision). We therefore include as our thirteenth 

benediction “the atonement of willful sin,” lest our extra  Adar has been 

added unnecessarily. 

These additional words to our Musaf remind us that even the best of in-

tentions may at times yield less than admirable results. The purity of our 

intentions, however, do not relieve us of the responsibility to seek for-

giveness and expiation. We pray for a year where our intentions and actions 

yield beautiful and positive results, and should they not, that we have the 

courage to seek and achieve forgiveness.    
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The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com 
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     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is 

received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire 

(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). 

Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the 

flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

This year’s calendar has a very unusual coincidence – the overlap of Chanukah with 

Thanksgiving.  Two wonderful days of blessings and thankfulness.  This occurrence il-

lustrates the two worlds that we straddle, the secular and religious. 

 

This coming year is a leap year and I wanted to share with you a portion of a poignant 

letter from the Lubavitche Rebbe zt”l where he discussed “the Torah concept of time.” 

 

“Normally, the lunar year, (which is the basis of our Luach, the Jewish calendar) lags 

behind the solar year by about eleven days. In order that our festivals should occur in 

their due season (Pesach in the spring; Succos in the autumn, etc.) the time lag is made 

good by the inclusion of an extra month every two or three years. This makes a leap 

year, which not only evens out the score, but surpasses the solar year by as many as 

eighteen, nineteen, or twenty days, as the case may be. 

 

While the leap year is a recurring phenomenon involving highly intricate calculations, 

and details that affect Jewish life in totality, it also provides a simple object lesson. 

Every Jew has been endowed with the capacity to recoup and complete those "lost" 

days which, for one reason or another, have not been fully utilized in terms of Yiddish-

keit, Torah and Mitzvos. 

 

This means, in effect, that a Jew has the spiritual strength to make himself "master over 

time." Indeed, he can gain mastery over time not only in terms of the present and the 

future, by setting for himself the highest standards of conduct, but he can also rectify 

his past. 

 

This is why the above lesson of the leap year is particularly relevant in the Ten Days of 

Repentance, the Asseres Yemei Teshuva, — the period in time that has been assigned 

for Jews to return even closer to their true essence.” 

 

My prayer for the Young Israel community is a year of health, peace, happiness, bless-

ings and prosperity. 

 

Brian Berns 

President's Pen 
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The word sisterhood has been defined as “a feeling of kinship with closeness to a group 

of women.”  Without a doubt, the Sisterhood of the Young Israel of Plainview personifies 

this description. 

As we approach the beginning of another year, we have the opportunity to create goals for 

ourselves.  There are goals that are “Bayn Adam L’Makom,” between ourselves and Hashem, 

and “Bayn Adam L’Chaveroh,” between ourselves and others. 

As  Co-Presidents of the Sisterhood of the Young Israel of Plainview, we plan to continue 

to lead the Sisterhood as it pursues goals that fall into both categories.  We are very fortunate 

to be able to do this with the help and support of a community that truly does offer kinship 

and closeness. 

 

Shana Tova,  

Deborah Plutzer and Sandra Katz  

Co-Presidents, Young Israel of Plainview Sisterhood 

Sisterhood  

Spotlight 
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To all of our wonderful 

friends in YIP, 

 

    Thank you very much for 

the delicious Shalosh Seudos 

and most importantly your 

kind words and great friend-

ship over the years.  We will 

miss you all very much. 

 

Shana Tova, 

Judy and Bob Thaler 
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Dear YIP Youth parents, 

We are thrilled to welcome you and your children for another incredible year at the Young Israel of 

Plainview. With your help and cooperation, we are confident that 2013-2014 can be the best year ever 

of YIP Youth! 

(1) NEW PROGRAM FOR TEENS! 

Young Israel of Plainview’s Youth Initiative Program (YIPYIP! for short) will foster a dynamic and inno-

vative culture of teen programming in our community. All teens accepted into the program will brain-

storm and suggest ideas on how to improve current shul processes/programming, and then will be tasked 

to implement these ideas with financial/technical support. The goal of YIPYIP is to further develop 

Plainview teens’ unique talents by creating a “startup culture” that will strengthen relationships, encour-

age experimentation, inspire innovation, and add value. As of this time, we are encouraging all parents of 

7th-12th graders to sign their teens up for this program, as full participation will yield the greatest re-

turn. Teens in the program will have an opportunity to be paid weekly and/or earn chessed hours 

for their contributions to the shul! Ask Josh/Sara or email youthdirector@yiplainview.com for the 

application. 

(2) YIP Youth is creating a pilot program of an “oneg wheel” and/or “meal wheel,” in order to better ca-

ter to your child’s grade. Please reach out to us if you would be interested in hosting a periodic event at 

your home for your child’s circle of friends. This program’s success is dependent on all parents’ partici-

pation! 

(3) Preparations for Sukkah Hop 2013 are well under-way! If you'd like to sign yourself up to be a hop-

stop for this year's hop, please email us at youthdirector@yiplainview.com  We are also in need of par-

ents to chaperone the boys/girls along the way.  Please reach out to us if you can help! 

(4) Groups will continue to begin at 10 A.M. As an incentive for children to come on time, we will be 

handing out raffle tickets to those children who arrive before 10:10 A.M. An extra ticket will be handed 

at the end to high-performing children. An example of a high-performing child includes someone who ac-

tively participates throughout groups, is non-disruptive, and only leaves groups with the explicit permis-

sion of a parent or youth leader. We thank you in advance for informing your child of these guidelines. 

(5) The most important thing you can do for YIP Youth is to encourage your children to attend groups. 

While parents are highly encouraged to participate in groups, we kindly request that you leave after 

dropping off your child, as too many adults in groups are disruptive for the youth leaders. If you need to 

remain, please refrain from talking and make improved steps towards gradually leaving the room until 

your child is comfortable enough to remain in the room without you. 

We look forward to a great year filled with spiritual, educational, and nurturing programs/events for 

your children. Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an oneg, sponsoring one of 

our fun programs, or sharing any constructive criticism.  We would happy to hear from you!  

With best wishes for peace and happiness for all children in Plainview and Israel, 

Josh, Sara, and Zevi Maltzman Shani Kaufman and Sheryl Cohen 

YIP Youth Directors Youth Committee Co-Chairs 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

mailto:youthdirector@yiplainview.com
mailto:youthdirector@yiplainview.com
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I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the entire YIP community for the 

support I received over the past 2 years as I embarked on my studies to be a 

Yoetzet Halacha. I would also like to thank you for believing in me, and allow-

ing me the chance to use my new found knowledge to better serve our commu-

nity as the Yoetzet Halacha of the YIP Sisterhood. I look forward to many edu-

cational opportunities and to helping the community of women become more 

committed, specifically to the laws of Niddah and Family Purity. A special 

thanks to the Last Family, Ronnie Eisman, and Sarah and David Gross, for all 

the help and support you have given me through out the past 2 years, and all 

those many times you watched my children and took care of my family. With-

out you, I could not have done it! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Avital Weissman 

Yoetzet Halacha 
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILA-

BLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS 

AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OF-

FER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY 

HIGHER PRICE. 

 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC 

ALVIN SMILOW 

BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF  

PLAINVIEW 



The Shaliach Page 10 

 

 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT 2014 BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED! 

 

Enjoy 50% savings on hotels, car rentals, movies, restaurants, lo-

cal attractions, retail stores, and so much more. 

 

Long Island is only $25.00. 

 

All editions available. 

 

For more information contact  

Arlene Meisner at  

516-932-9615 

MALI News 
At Rosh Hashanah, as one year ends and another begins, we take the opportunity to look back, examine 

and make changes, as well as look forward with hope. For the Mikveh Association, these last few months 

have given us the opportunity to look back with hakarat hatov and acknowledge the support of our past lead-

ership and to welcome the involvement and fresh ideas of new members. We welcomed the month of Elul 

with a new event: an evening of challah-making that included insights on the significance of this important 

mitzvah. About 100 women, teens and girls attended this enjoyable and successful evening that included eve-

rything needed to make delicious challot for Shabbat and chagim. We appreciate the hard work of the event 

committee and are thankful for the generosity of the program’s sponsors and patrons. 

 

On behalf of all the members of our Mikveh Board, we extend to you our very best wishes and look for-

ward with hope for a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 

 

Shana Tova and K’tiva V’chatima Tova, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

Co-Presidents 
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Save the date 
Saturday night 

December 14th at 8 PM 
For an evening of  

wine, cheese and chocolate 
Featuring a selection of some  

of the finest kosher  
wines and cheeses  

on the market today 
For more information, see 

Joyce Gomolin or Steve Nachman 
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To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, 

please contact  Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 exten-

sion 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any pur-

pose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except 

for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to 

receive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper 

for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote 

of the Membership, in keeping with 

current law governing minors and 

drinking, adopted the following Shul 

policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that 

there be no consumption of alcohol by 

anyone under 21 years of age on syna-

gogue premises or at synagogue 

events. 

     Your support in maintaining this 

policy is appreciated. 

OCTOBER 2013 

10/5/2013 SAPIR (TZURIEL’S BAR MITZVAH) 

10/5//2013 COHEN (ADENA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2013 

11/23/2013 TALI KRAWITZ (SHEVA BRACHES) 

11/30/2013 STOCHEL (YAEL’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

JANUARY 2014  

1/4/2014 ZIMMERMAN (MATTHEW’S BAR MITZVAH) 

1/25/2014 VILKAS (JOSHUA’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

APRIL 2014 

4/10/2014 SOFER (ISAAC’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

4/12/2014 GROSS (SAMMY'S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

9/6/2014 LAST (SAMUEL’S BAR MITZVAH) 

9/13/2014 FLAUMENHAFT (JASON'S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2014 

10/25/2014 KAUFMAN (SAM’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2015 

10/10/2015 MARZOUK BAR MITZVAH 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL  C ALENDAR  

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books 

can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand 

new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note 

our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com


The Shaliach Page 14 

Mazel Tov to  
Parents, Shulie and Danny Zweigbaum, grandpar-

ents, Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum, , and great-

grandparents, Cecilia and Bernie Reisner on the 

birth of two boys 

Parents, Suri Gotowner and Eddie Ehrlich, parents, 

Rachayl and Uri Gottlieb, and siblings, Moshe Yis-

rael and Chava Malka on the birth of Tzvi 

Dorothy and Arthur Ritholtz on the marriage of 

their grandson Steven 

Grandparents, Rachel and Jeffrey Lichtman, and 

parents, Liana and Daniel Goldmintz, on the birth of 

a girl 

Grandparents, Debbie and Marty Taub, parents, 

Lauren and Marc Nudelman, great-grandparents, 

Betty and Moishe Weinman, onand brother, Jeremy, 

on the birth of a girl 

Reena and Lenny Roos, and Howard and Sarah 

Alpert on the engagement of Sean Roos to Eli 

Alpert 

Sherry and Steve Brunner on the birth of Jordyn 

Reese 

Grandparents, Steve and Elsie Friedman, and par-

ents, Avi and Deena Friedman on the birth of a boy 

Rabbi Ari and Shira Neuman on the birth of a boy 

Debbie and Eddie Simpser , Goldie Mayers, and 

Rose Simpser on the marriage of Shlomo Yosef to 

Tehillah Green 

Faye and Steve Krawitz, and Daniella and Simon 

Zimerman on the engagement of Tali to Erik Zimer-

man 

Peri, Jonny, Kolit, Adara, Avital and Jacob Levine 

on making aliyah to Israel 

Grandparents, Mirian and Marty fisher, and parents, 

Sara and Robert Fisher, on the birth of a girl 

Malkie and Gershon Allweis on Shani’s engage-

ment to Yaakov Gelb of Monsey 

Grandparents, Judy and Abe Alper, parents, Debra 

and Benji Alper, and siblings, Katie and David, on 

the birth of a girl 

Yana Normatov and Mihael Cantres on the birth of 

a boy 

Avital Weissman on becoming a Yoetzet Halacha 

Grandparents Shelly and Larry Solomon, parents, 

Jodi and Erik Blum, and siblings Aliza, Zev, Simi, 

Nava and Eitan  on the Bat Mitzvah on Dalya Liat 

Welcome New Members 
Shlomi family 

Brehm family 

Susy and Hank Rothschild 

Condolences 
Aileen Kirschenbaum on the loss of her sister, Cher-

yl Stern 

Phyllis Jacobson on the loss of her mother, Dorothy 

Calderon 

David Bienenfeld on the loss of his great-aunt 

The Baras family on the loss of Rebbetzin Baras 

Nancy Mitgang on the loss of her father 

Elliot Udell on the loss of his uncle 

Rabbi Kalman Fogel on the loss of his mother, 

Renee Fogel 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

Licensed Notary 

Allan Hoberman 

576-1683 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for addition-

al information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR DONATION OF 

SERVICES AND/OR TIME: 

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING 

JOE MEISNER  PRINTING 

RUBIN RUBIN MAILING 

 

Math Tutor 
Grades 4 – 10 
 
Linda Hoberman 
576-1683 

Math Tutor 
Grades 4 – 10 
 
Linda Hoberman 
576-1683 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family 

Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 

Pearls - challah and challah Roll 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the 

bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact 

Jen Hoch at  

thehochfamily@verizon.net.  

mailto:thehochfamily@verizon.net
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