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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  
The Power of Words and Letters 

September 2011 -   Tishri 5772 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

Perhaps no two letters share a more intimate relationship 
than the Aleph )א(  and the Heh )ה( .  These two gutturals share 
the unique ability to blend chameleon-like into a given word, 
yet still maintain an innate ability to transform a sentence.  In-
deed, the simple turn of the Aleph or Heh can drastically shift 
the meaning of a word in either Hebrew or Aramaic.  The 
transformative power of these letters is illustrated uniquely in 
our Rosh Ha-Shanah prayers.  Following each set of Shofar 
blows during the Chazan's repetition of Musaf, we sing a brief 
prayer, Hayom Harat Olam, which declares today the birthday 
of the world.  We wonder whether God judges us as children or servants. In either 
case, we beseech Him for mercy.  We conclude the prayer with one of the two fol-
lowing statements:  תוציא לאור משפטינו איום קדוש  (Bring to light our 
judgment oh awesome, Holy One) or the less popular  תוציא לאור משפטינו היום
  .(Bring to light our judgment today oh Holy One)  קדוש 

Using the Aleph as opposed to the Heh reflects a profound change not only in 
the prayer, but in the one who recites it. R.  Yochanan in Tractate Rosh Ha-
Shanah (16b) tells us that only the completely righteous and completely evil are 
judged on Rosh Ha-Shanah.  The judgment of those who struggle between sin and 
success however is postponed until Yom Kippur or even Hoshana Raba.  Declar-
ing that God judges us "today" essentially declares that the one praying is either 
(God forbid) evil or audaciously righteous.  Therefore many of the codifiers of our 
prayers rejected the word  היום  in favor of the less controversial  איום. 

Interestingly the Siddur of Rashi as well as of his student R. Simcha, the 
Machzor Vitry, remove the word altogether.  This policy, it seems, was followed 
by the Tosafists as well.  This leaves me wondering, why there does not exist one 
machzor today that preserves this policy of Rashi, removing the word entirely!  

The source of the commitment to either ayom or hayomis is based on the insis-
tence of the Ashkenazic pietists, or Chasidei Ashkenaz.  These German Jewish 
mystics believed strongly not only in the power of a word's meaning, but in their 
numerical creation.  The words of prayer, in their eyes, contained immense power 

(Continued on page 4) 
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As summer concludes, a New Year 

commences. Many of us faced unusual 

challenges during the summer including 

Hurricane Irene which left property dam-

age and for some no electrical power for a 

week. 
Fortunately, we emerged relatively un-

scathed. That week gave me pause to con-

template the blessings we realize on a 

daily basis but too often simply take for 

granted. The month of Elul gives pause for 

introspection as we anticipate the New 

Year. In fact, the month of Elul started sev-

eral days after this event. During Elul we 

recite:  

 

וישעי  אורי' ה, לדוד  
G-d is my light and my salvation. 

 
May the coming year continue to pro-

vide us with G-d’s light, salvation, gra-

ciousness and blessings. 
With best wishes for a Shana 5772 

Tova U’Metuka 

 
Irving Gomolin 
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The television makes quite the argument to save the hundreds of dollars that it costs to take your family to a 
baseball game and instead, glue your eyes to its screen.  After all, you are guaranteed a great seat!  But Mr. TV 
loses out to the 40,000+ Yankee fans and, about, 11,652 Met fans at every home game for one important rea-
son: It is all about the experience. 

This year we are going to stress more than ever the importance of the shul experience in our youth depart-
ment.  The Junior Congregation will begin at 9:45 to give us time to have a meaningful and educational daven-
ing experience, and still leave plenty of time for fun and games.  Though the Junior Congregation is primarily 
for children in grades 3 through 6, it is open to any child who wants to join.  Our kindergarteners are wel-
comed to stay in the smallest group or come learn what we are doing with the 1st and 2nd graders.  This group 
of Kindergarten through 2nd grade will begin at 10:15 on Shabbos mornings and will learn about the parsha in 
our fun ways then come down to the shul to help close out the tefillah.  Those a little too young for our older 
groups will continue to play, sing and learn all about the parsha.  We ask that parents leave their children with 
our amazing group leaders so that they can fully engage the children in our Shabbos experience. 

As we roll into Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we ask for parents with children in groups to volunteer a 
half hour to help with groups for the Yomim Noraim.  The days are long, and we need helpers.  If every group-
aged child’s parent volunteered to take out 30 minutes to help with groups, we can assure a great Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur experience for our children.  But no experience can match being in shul on these High 
Holidays; if you can, please try to bring your kids in for (parts of) the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur daven-
ing. 
Shana Tova! 
David Bienenfeld 

   
 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 2012 BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED! 

Enjoy 50% savings on hotels, car rentals, movies, restaurants, local attrac-

tions, retail stores and so much more. 

 

Long Island is only $30.00. 

 

All editions available. 

 

For more information contact  

Arlene Meisner at  

516-932-9615 

Y I P Y O U T HY I P Y O U T HY I P Y O U T HY I P Y O U T H  
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Seforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim Dedication    
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehil-

lim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your dona-

tion allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves.  
The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note our 

newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

Cost of BooksCost of BooksCost of BooksCost of Books    

RCA Artscroll Siddur  .......................................................................................... $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  ..................................................................................... $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  ............................................................................ $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  .............................................................. $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  ............. $40 

 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

far beyond their simple meaning.  The Prayer 
Hayom Harat Olam, aside from its beseeching of 
God for mercy, carried 32 words corresponding to 
the Torah's depiction of the creation of man 
(Genesis 1:26-27).  Count from the words naaseh 
adami (let us make man) until zachar unekeiva 
bera'am (He created them male and female) and 
you will find 32.  Thus removing one word de-
stroys a powerful hidden message.  

The majority of machzors draw an elegant line 
between Rashi and his Pious counterparts.  De-
claring ayom, with the Aleph, we don't auda-
ciously define ourselves as righteous.  Neverthe-
less, retaining the word we preserve the mystical 
numerical power of the prayer.  Moreover, this 
small textual anomaly suggests a greater mystical 
quality to the relationship between the Aleph and 
the Heh.  We might have chosen any word to 
maintain the mystical power of 32; yet instead we 
chose the virtually indistinguishable Heh and 
Aleph.  Perhaps, by changing the word so subtly, 
we express a hope that the ayom will actually be a 
hayom; we hint at the request that this Rosh Ha-
Shanah we be judged not as flawed, but as whole 
and righteous.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Rabbi ’ s StudyRabbi ’ s StudyRabbi ’ s StudyRabbi ’ s Study 
MALI News 

As we are about to enter a new year, a time 
when Jews around the world embark on a pe-
riod of reflection, self-improvement and com-
mitment, the Mikveh is undergoing a similar 
process.  Work has begun to repair areas that 
have been damaged, and plans are in place to 
restore the beauty of our Mikveh to become, 
once again, a center for spiritual purity.  Al-
though storms and power interruptions delayed 
some of the work, we are now back on track, 
and we hope to have all work completed before 
the chagim. Your response to our emergency 
appeal has helped us to reach this goal, and 
your continued support is so very much appre-
ciated. 
 
 On behalf of the entire Board of Directors of 
the Mikveh Association, we extend our best 
wishes for the coming new year and wish you 
and your families Ketiva V'Chatima Tova. 
 
Diane and Ruth 
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Sisterhood is off and running this year with a full calendar of activities.  Our ongoing programs, Welcome 
Wagon, Meal Baskets, Calendar and New Years card are well underway. In addition, we have three great vice-
presidents organizing a wide variety of new events and activities. 

 Liz Vilkas, our Programming Vice President, is hosting our New Members Tea, Hat Sale and Used Hat 
Drive this month. She is also working with our committees on an upcoming Mah Jongg Night, craft and cook-
ing workshops and our annual Woman of the Year Dinner. 

Jordana Rothschild, our Chesed Vice President, has already coordinated our Tisha B’Av Food Drive, our 
post Sukkot Building project and Hat Drive, and is working on events throughout the year as well as restarting 
our Gemach and Bikur Cholim Programs. 

Our Education Vice President, Miriam Rafailovitch, has been teaching many shiurim in our weekly Shabbat 
afternoon class, as well as organizing Triads given by guest speakers and organizing Yom Tov learning and 
special events such as our upcoming Challah Baking Workshop and Shiur with Rebbetzin Chaya Teldon. 

If you have an idea for a project and/or would like to get involved in planning some programs, please let us 
know. 
Best Wishes for a Shanah Tovah U’Metukah 
Amy Guterman 
Sisterhood President 

Sisterhood NewsSisterhood NewsSisterhood NewsSisterhood News    
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF 
PLAINVIEW. 
 
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE 
PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 
 
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR 
OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A 
SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 
 
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 
 
THANK YOU 
SHERRI MALC 
ALVIN SMILOW 
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF 

PLAINVIEW 
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NOVEMBER 2011 

11/5/2011 ROSENTHAL (ZECHARIA BAR MITZVAH) 

11/5/2011 YOUTH KIDDUSH (FARBER) 

11/26/2011 RABIN (BRURIA BAT MITZVAH) 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

12/31/2011 APPLEMAN (TZIVIA BAT MITZVAH) 

 

JANUARY 2012 

1/2/2012 REICHENBACH (JARED BAR MITZVAH—8AM 

MINYAN MONDAY) 

1/7/2012 REICHENBACH  (JARED BAR MITZVAH) 

 

JULY 2012 

7/7/2012 LOWY (GABRIEL BAR MITZVAH) 

7/14/2012 KATZ (STEVEN & BENJAMIN BAR MITZVAH) 

KKKK IDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSH     /  S/  S/  S/  SHULHULHULHUL     CCCCALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR     

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the 
Shul calendar, please contact  Office Man-
ager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 
“officemanager@yiplainview.com”, or at 
516-433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by 
anyone for any purpose or event without the 
knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week 
in advance except for a bris or a baby nam-
ing.. 

If you are making a Meat Kiddush, you must 
be available to receive deliveries of food and 
equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Mem-
bership, in keeping with current law governing mi-
nors and drinking, adopted the following Shul pol-
icy: 
     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no con-
sumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age 
on synagogue premises or at synagogue events. 
     Your support in maintaining this policy is appre-
ciated. 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 
 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque 
or for additional information, please 
contact David Guterman. 
gutermanad@optonline.net  

Welcome New Members 
Ilana and Aaron Blackman 

Jennifer and Shalom Gordon 

Jean and Ron Schwartz 

Perri and Jeff Wallowitz 

We would like to thank the Young Israel 
community for their kindness and attention 
during our time of mourning.  May we share 
only smachot in the future. 
 
Judy Millman and Family 
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Mazel Tov to  
Alissa and Avi Ossip on the Bar Mitzvah of Jona-
than 

Michele Reisner and Larry Pollack, grandparents 
Cecilia and Bernie Reisner, and aunt/uncle Sandy 
and Barry Zweigbaum on the Bar Mitzvah of 
Gideon 

Sheila and Barry Glanzman on the birth of  a 
daughter to Rachel and Michael Lavi 

Joanne and Billy Mlotok on Sammy’s marriage to 
Chana Friedman of Montreal 

Bruriah and Larry Bruckner on the marriage of 
Bruriah’s daughter in Montreal 

Sara and Howie Grun on the birth of Yisrael Ba-
ruch to Deborah and Yakov Grun 

Shelley and Gary Katz on the B’nei Mitzvot of 
Dylan and Matthew 

Sheran and Jerry Kohn on the birth of a daughter 
to Carol and Andy Ledewitz 

Meryl and Aaron Chaitovsky on the birth of a 
daughter to Devorah and Josh 

Sheldon Schreiner on the birth of a daughter to 
Aviva and Rabbi Daniel Haymann of Jerusalem 

Joyce and Irving Gomolin on the engagement of 
Molly to David Katz, son of Linda and Herb Katz 
of Lawrence 

Jodi and Sam Kahn on the Bar Mitzvah of Harri-
son 

Larry and Bruria Bruckner on the birth of a 
grandson 

Abe and Judy Alper on the birth of a daughter to 
Chani and Jonah Honeyman in Zichron Yaakov, 
Israel 

Marlene and Stu Horowitz on the birth of  a 
daughter to Sara and Daniel Cooper 

Marlene and Stu Horowitz on the birth of a 
daughter to Shabtai and Stacy Horowitz 

Ann and Larry Cohn on the marriage of Eric and 
Neeli 

Leah and Asher Baer on the Bar Mitzvah of Evi  

Dorit and Arie Kaufman on the birth of a son to 
Lytal Kaufman and Jonathan Grob 

Cora and Jack Lessner on the engagement of 
Marc to Jennifer North 

David and Helene Levitsky on the birth of a boy 
to Juliana and Elan Rosenblat 

Sheila and Barry Glanzman on the birth of a 
daughter to Lauren and Shimon Brooks 

Lisa and Jason Fogelson on  the birth of a boy 

Yakira and Scott Meltzer on  the birth of a boy 

Condolences 
Tsiporah Roter on the loss of her brother, Eph-
raim Yaacov ben Dov Ber  

Douglas Mund on the loss of his father Alvin 
Mund 

David and Sheri Wolfstein on the loss of their 
brother Jeffrey Wolfstein 

Milton Gutman on the loss of his mother Kathe 
Gutman 

Judy Millman on the loss of her mother  Phyllis 
Leventhal, Pessel bat Nosson Yehudah 

Ellen Klechevsky on the loss of her husband Jo-
seph Klechevsky 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

LLLL IFEIFEIFEIFE     CCCCYCLEYCLEYCLEYCLE     AAAANNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTS  
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW  
 

Board Committees 
Education ................................ Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman 

Eruv ................................................................. Cary Kesssler 

House ............................................................... Alvin Smilow 

Nominating ............................................................Alex Stern 

Publicity/Marketing ........................................... Alan Fromm 

Ritual ...........................Jonathan Stochel & Rabbi Weissman 

Shaliach ............................................................... Meryl Fried 

Simcha Fund ................................................ Rabbi Weissman 

Social Action ............................................. Jordana Rothchild 

Special Gifts ........................................................ Marty Taub 

Youth .................................. Sheryl Cohen & Shani Kaufman 

 

Other Leadership Roles 
 

Announcements@yiplainview.com .................. Larry Pollack  

Announcements@yiplainview.com ............. Jonathan Stochel 

Cemetery .............................................................. Sheri Malc 

Coupons ........................................................... Alvin Smilow 

Expansion .............................................................. Gary Katz 

Exterior Signboard/Yahrzeit ........................ David Guterman 

Hospitality ...................................................... Ariane Eisman 

New Family Initiative .................. Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz 

NCYI Delegate ................................................... Alan Fromm 

Kiddush ................................................................. Abe Alper 

Political Action ...........................Larry Cohn & Cary Kessler 

Sisterhood Committees 
 

Baruchim Ha’baim  ........ Jordana Rothchild & Shani Kaufman 

Calendar  .............................. Linda Hoberman & Marci Karrol 
Hanukkah Boutique, ..............................................  Cathy Sachs 

Entertainment Books .........................................Arlene Meisner 

Mishloach Manot ...............................................  Suri Gotowner 
New Year’s Card, Siddurim & Chumashim .............. Liz Vilkas 

Simcha & Condolence Cards........................... Deborah Plutzer 
Sisterhood Meals ..................................................... Shelly Katz 

Welcome Wagon .................................. Jen Hoch  Joanie Brand 

Wine Sale ............................................................... Sarah Gross 
Program Guide ..................................................Shani Kaufman 

MMMMANYANYANYANY    THANKSTHANKSTHANKSTHANKS    TOTOTOTO    THETHETHETHE    FOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWING    FORFORFORFOR    

THEIRTHEIRTHEIRTHEIR    DONATIONDONATIONDONATIONDONATION    OFOFOFOF    SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES    ANDANDANDAND////OROROROR    TIMETIMETIMETIME::::    

    

JJJJOEOEOEOE    MMMMEISNEREISNEREISNEREISNER        

PRINTING 

 

RRRRITAITAITAITA    RRRRUBINUBINUBINUBIN    

MAILING 

 

SSSSTUARTTUARTTUARTTUART    HHHHOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZ    

PROOFREADING 

 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, 
treasurer, or MALI is received and read 
within a reasonable amount of time.  All 
other mail should be mailed directly to 
the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail 
must be mailed to the home address of 
the person in charge of the activity that 
you desire (Calendar, Mishloach Manot, 
Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). In-
formation about where to direct your mail 
is usually included in the flyers. 
     Thank you for your cooperation. 

 I want to thank the many members of the 
Young Israel community, friends and 
"family" alike, for their kindness, concern 
and generosity to me and my family dur-
ing my shiva and avelus. 
  
Douglas Mund  
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Advertising 

CCCCHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    PROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTY    TAXTAXTAXTAX        

ASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENT    

ANDANDANDAND    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    THOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDS    OFOFOFOF    DOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARS....    

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date    

Licensed Notary 

Allan Hoberman 

576-1683    

 

Math Tutor 

Grades 4 – 10 

 

Linda Hoberman 

576-1683 

The deadline for the next issue of the 
Shaliach will be November 23, 2011. 
Please send articles  and photographs to  

yipshaliach@gmail.com 
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