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Why we talk in Shul:
A Selection from a Personal Diary
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mong Halachik decisors there exists a long tradition
of defending common even controversial practice
that becomes prevalent among Jews. This tendency is
founded upon a specific set of assumptions. Firstly, God
guides the traditions of Israel. Second, the Jews, as
God’s nation, reflect His will. Third, our grandparents as
religiously committed Jews would not have violated Halacha. The inspired conclusion thus declares that if Godfearing Jews adopt an uncertain practice broadly, it
should be defended by Halachists as God’s will. Poskim
utilized this methodology most recently in the late 19th century when defending the
practice of eating fish on Shabbos. Jews, both Ashkenaz and Sephard, insisted on
having some form of fish dish on Shabbos which often contains small bones,
whose removal on Shabbos presents the problem of boreir, separating good from
bad on Shabbos. The poskim therefore devised creative solutions for the problem,
declaring, most notably, that separation of good from bad in the process of eating
was permitted on Shabbos.
With this methodology in mind, I couldn’t help but think about the prevalence of
talking in shul. Not only our synagogue, but numerous Orthodox synagogues
around the globe sport healthy talking sections and religiously committed talkers
throughout their hallowed sanctuaries. Generations and droves of committed Godfearing Jews controversially talk in shul. Shall we now as Halachists defend the
practice?
I write this without any sarcasm whatsoever; there are ample reasons to defend
the practice of talking in shul:
1. V’Ahavta L’Reiacha Kamocha: Our weeks are filled with immense responsibilities. Our work tries our time. Our children try our patience. Our responsibilities captivate our lives. There is little time, if any, for friendship. Following a long
and arduous week, our first opportunity to properly connect with friends presents
itself when we walk into shul. We are both fulfilling a psychological need in our(Continued on page 6)
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Sisterhood
Spotlight

YOUNG ISRAEL OF
PLAINVIEW
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 433-4811

Rabbi Elazar Weissman
Rabbi Moshe Portnoy z”l (1981—2005)
OFFICERS
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Recording Secretary
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Alex Stern
Jeff Feldstein
Arie Neumann
Bill Last
Larry Pollack
David Vilkas
Deborah Plutzer
Jeannie Appleman
Linda Chusid
Ken Malc & Lou Sroka

Past Presidents:

Dear Friends,
We hope that all of you had a peaceful, relaxed
and blessed summer.
As the New Year approaches, we have begun to
connect with our board members to plan this year’s
events. With the awesome responsibility of newly
elected Sisterhood Presidents, we are grateful to our
past presidents, Andrea and Rhonda who are “holding
our hands” through this transition. We warmly thank all
board members and committee members who have
graciously renewed their commitment to serve their
community with such enthusiasm.

TRUSTEES
Larry Cohn*
David Gross
Edward Simpser
Irving Gomolin

Ariane Eisman
Sandra Katz
David Kaufman
Alvin Smilow*

* Former President
SISTERHOOD BOARD
Co-Presidents
Co-Vice Presidents
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Immediate Past President
Immediate Past President

Jeannie Appleman
Linda Chusid
Shaina Halegoua
Gayle Neumann
Sheryl Cohen
Marlene Horowitz
Amy Guterman
Sarah Gross
Rhonda Schwartz
Andrea Raphael

The Shaliach
Meryl Altabet Fried.........Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com

Our new Vice Presidents Gayle Neumann and
Shaina Halegoua are excited to fulfill their roles, currently planning the Annual “Women of the Year” dinner. I am pleased to announce that Sheryl Cohen and
Andrea Raphael have been selected to receive this
honor.
We look forward to bringing Torah learning opportunities, creative learning opportunities, and Shul gatherings that will bring a smile to each and every one of
you. Let’s not forget our fundraisers for Mishloach
Manot and the Passover wine sale.
We begin our Presidency with a prayer that we can
serve our community with sensitivity, strength and humility. Please feel free to approach us with your ideas
and/or your desire to participate.
May Hashem guide us in our daily lives and may
we all feel his presence in the obvious and not so obvious.
Shalom,
Linda Chusid and Jeannie Appleman
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Message from the President
I would like to remind you of the great

benefit of buying gift certificates from our
shul. These gift certificates provide substantial revenue to our shul without costing you
extra money. The Shop Rite gift certificates
which come in $25 and $50 denominations
are the most popular. The gift certificate
committee can also obtain gift certificates to
many of the major stores, such as Macy’s and
Barnes & Noble. As the holiday season approaches we will all be spending more for
our yom tov meals. It is a great opportunity
for all of us to purchase gift certificates. By
purchasing gift certificates from the shul, you
are helping to support our organization without incurring any additional cost!
Please contact the following shul members for your gift certificate orders:
Alvin Smilow
Marlene Horowitz
Suzanne Gurwitz
Ruth Lorbert
Please look for the mailing from the gift
certificate committee explaining the program
in detail.

JEWISH NEW YEAR FACTS
Rosh Hashanah, or the Jewish New Year, is widely celebrated by Jews, including many of the non-observant.
Yet, the name appears only one time in the Bible, in the
Book of Ezekiel, but does not, it seems, refer to the first
day of the year.
We call the start of the Jewish New Year “Rosh Hashanah”. But the holiday has nicknames:
In the Bible it’s called Zichron Teruah, celebrating
the sound of the Ram’s horn. It’s also referred to
as Yom Teruah, the blowing of the Ram’s horn.
In the Talmud, the New Year is known as Yom
HaZikkaron, or Day of Remembrance.
The Talmud also refers to Yom Ha-Kaseh, or the
Day of Concealment, as it falls at the start of the
month when the new moon may still be hidden.
The term “Trumpet Feast” was also used, according
to Philo of Alexandria.

YOM KIPPUR FACTS
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is known by a variety of names:
Book of Leviticus 23.27: Yom ha-Kippurim (Day
of Atonement)
Book of Leviticus 16:31: Shabbat Shabbaton
(Sabbath of Solemn Rest).
Jerusalem Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 4:1): Yoma
(The Day)
In Babylon: Yoma Rabbah (Great Day)
Palestinian Arabs called Yom Kippur the “Festival
of Chickens” as they sold white chickens to the
Jews prior to the holiday.
In order to prevent Yom Kippur from falling on the day
before or after the Sabbath, rabbinic calculation ensures
that the first day of Rosh Hashanah can never fall on a
Sunday, Wednesday or Friday. This was a highly logical decision. The rabbis needed to make sure Jewish
laws forbidding the preparation of food and burial could
never occur on two consecutive days.
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF
PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY. THROUGH THE
YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO
YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU
SHERRI MALC
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Seforim Dedication

YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member.
At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves.
The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.
Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
Cost of Books
RCA Artscroll Siddur ....................................$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash ...............................$54
Artscroll Tehillim (hardcover) ........................$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (hardcover) .........$25
JUDAICA PRESS TISHA B’AV COMPENDIUM-TEFILLOT & KINOT
(HARDCOVER)- ……………………………...$40.00**NEW ITEM
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at Vilkasmd@aol.com.
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R a b b i ’ s
(Continued from page 1)

selves when talking to our friends, and concurrently
providing aid and reassurance to those around us who
look forward to and need our support. There is precious comfort in entering shul and being greeted
warmly by our friends and engaging in conversation. It
is often those meaningful moments of comradery
shared in our synagogue berths that strengthens us
throughout the week.
2. Oneg Shabbos: An essential part of celebrating and
appreciating Shabbos is the opportunity to connect with
friends. By limiting conversation, we are limiting the
Sabbath experience.
3. Whispers: While outlandish, or even normative talking may be disruptive, subtle whispering is hardly noticeable in a large sanctuary.
4. “Those darn Shushers”: Those individuals who
“shsh” in shul are often (though not always) some of
the biggest talkers themselves. They are often (though
not always) rude and insensitive. They are often
(though not always) arbitrary in who they single out for
talking.
5. “Shul is Boring”: It’s true. Many parts of the synagogue service are long and drawn out. The voices of
even talented cantors are limited and the variety of
tunes, poor. We are left with an often (though not always) uninspired prayer service. The language is foreign and complicated leaving us more confused. It
feels at times like there is more to be gained in conversation.
6. Freedom of Speech: The Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the United States of America declares unequivocally the right of every person in the United
States to say whatever they want, whenever they want
to. The only limits upon speech are “shouting fire in a
crowded theater”, not conversing quietly in shul.
These justifications have crossed my mind on numerous occasions, often (though not always) in shul. Recently, during the silent shmoneh esrei, however, I began thinking again. I was completing my silent devotion with the sudden realization that I was probably the
last one reciting amidah. I appreciated the respect. The
entire congregation waited for me to finish. Yet, there
was talking. I could make out conversations, even the
whispered ones. I thought: “Is this truly respect?”
They are waiting for me; yet this respect is perfunctory.
The talking destroyed my concentration and instead left

S t u d y
me waxing philosophical about the nature of respect
and wondering if I should wave the chazzan to begin.
For all the justifications for talking, there are ample
arguments for silence as well:
1. Ve’Ahavta L’Reiacha Kamocha: Respect is not
merely something that we give to Rabbis. Every Jew
(and human) deserves the respect for the “mere” fact
that they were created in the image of God. We all appreciate being respected: where people are sensitive to
our feelings, empathize with our experience. The talking which we justify as a friendship builder, serves as a
friendship demolisher as well. When we talk in shul,
we devalue those around us. Their feelings, their needs,
their desire to pray are secondary to our own particular
desires. Were we the ones leading the prayers, standing
in front of the congregation, we would be hurt; we
would feel disrespected. Were it our simcha, or our
child, we would be saddened that our friends and
neighbors failed to appreciate that moment. We are
spiritually wounded when others in our section fail to
recognize our attempts to communicate with God or
hear the Torah reading. The spirit and letter of veahavta l’reiacha kamocha demand that we respect the
needs of our friends (and even those who are not our
friends) in synagogue. I think we often don’t comprehend the hurt that we can cause others when we are callous and self-involved. While speaking a bit to our
neighbor may seem passive, to the ignored and patronized friend, it feels quite aggressive.
2. Whispers: Even whispers can be heard. Otherwise it
wouldn’t be an effective form of communication.
3. Shushers: Two wrongs don’t make a right. The mishandling by or personal failures of “shushers” do not
give us license to hurt others. Our own bruised feelings
should inspire us to express even greater sensitivity to
our fellow daveners, not rudeness. Often, the people
who are wounded most by talking in shul are respectful
bystanders who never say anything critical to another.
4. Shul is boring, learn something! The internet is
filled with wonderful articles on sundry Jewish topics.
Many of them can make our prayer more interesting
and meaningful. Our siddurs carry well-written English
translations. Numerous and catchy tunes exist all with
the potential to inspire a more meaningful and powerful
prayer. We need to take the time to expand our own
knowledge base and be creative in our prayer experience.
(Continued on page 7)
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5. Freedom’s Price: Abraham Lincoln once declared
that “those who deny freedom to others deserve it not
for themselves”. When we talk, we deny others their
right to a meaningful davening and the respect that they
deserve. Our own desire for freedom of conversation
tramples on their rights to freely pray to God. As free
as we may be, Halachik freedom comes with responsibility to others.
6. God: R. Soloveitchik pointed out on numerous occasions the novelty of prayer. God, the perfect being,
Who knows always what is right for the universe, nevertheless grants us the opportunity to pray to Him, to
speak with Him one on one without any intermediary.
Moreover, He guarantees that when we pray together,
our voices will undoubtedly be heard. Each and every
day (and even more on Shabbos) we are offered the opportunity to talk to Him and we reject it in favor of conversations that can be had at another time or in another
place.
7. The Children!: Nary a Yeshiva on earth fails to
struggle with davening. Students sit in their chairs uninterested and uninspired. The issue is often oversimplified, but never exaggerated. Setting a better example
in shul (even if our own children are full grown) won’t
solve the problem, but it is certainly a giant step in the
right direction.
8. It’s Asur: In the end, we are a religion of Halacha.
Speaking extemporaneously during davening or Torah
reading is clearly prohibited by all Halachik sources. It
is as asur as speaking lashon Hara, embarrassing our
friends, or eating non-kosher. It becomes even more
asur when in the process, we hurt others.
The problem of talking in shul is often exaggerated.
Far less disrespect occurs than some would have us
think. Yet, it is still a problem. I realize that not conversing in shul represents an immense challenge, that
there are at least six reasons such an action seems both
inviting and legitimate. Many (though not all) will read
this article with the usual scoffs and harrumphs that often (though not always) accompany this subject. Yet,
think for a moment. Silence is compelling; it is
neighborliness and empathy. Prayer is calling. If the
challenge becomes too great, step out for a moment
take a breath, maybe speak outside for a moment with
that friend. But then return, search deep inside, be caring, be ambitious, because perhaps with our togetherness and a bit more silence we can create something
profoundly beautiful.■
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YIP Youth
As summer exits and the school year begins, the
Young Israel of Plainview Youth Department welcomes everyone back from their camps and vacations.
Tishrei is just around the corner and it is always an
action packed month. The YIP Youth Department is
looking for volunteers to help with groups for one
hour on Rosh Hashana or Yom Kippur. We’ll have
special groups for the Yamim Noraim and need some
help to ensure proper supervision at all times on those
days. The lone free Sunday in Tishrei, September
27th, we’ll have our annual Succah decorating party,
and we’ll be sure to take part in the mitzvah of that
day (erev Yom Kippur)…eating. We are also planning the Succah Hop for the first day of Yom Tov,
October 3rd. If you would like to host our “hoppers”
in your Succah, please let me know.
The “YIPbuck” is back for 5770, with a new look
for the new mint year. Kids can earn YIPbucks just by
attending groups, and can earn more by davening
nicely and answering trivia questions. Every month
children can redeem prizes for their YIPbucks at
monthly “Shabbos Afternoon Groups” in the
“Summer” months, and at monthly “Melaveh Malkah
Mishmar & Movies” in the “Winter” months.
Beginning in November, we will be starting the
“Melaveh Malkah Mishmar & Movies” once a month.
The program will begin with a 10-20 minute learning
session (Mom & Dad are invited) and will continue
with the showing of a great movie that, in one way or
another, portrays the lesson learned earlier in the
night. Of course it would not be much of a “Melaveh
Malkah” without Pizza. And of course, Mom & Dad
are free to head out after the learning session and take
advantage of the free babysitters.
Be sure to check out the Youth Department bulletin
board for upcoming programs and events. There are
many different programs and events planned, and the
details live on that wall. If you ever have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me, I
love to hear them.
David Bienenfeld
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L IFE CYCLE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mazel Tov to . . .
Faye and Steve Krawitz on the engagement of Jason to
Jennie Sturm of Oceanside
Ariane and Robert Eisman on the Bar Mitzvah of Alec
Judy and Joel Millman on the birth of a boy to Daniel
and Estii Millman

Rhonda and Brian Berns on the marriage of David to
Aleksandra Khaimov
Sandra and Steve Katz on the Bar Mitzvah of Asher
Ronnie and Marty Lichter on the birth of a boy to Katie
and Ian Lichter
Audrey and Joseph Azoulay on the Bar Mitzvah of Eric

Sherry and Steve Brunner on the birth of a girl

Ronnie and Marty Lichter on the birth of a boy to Katie
and Ian Lichter

Marlene and Stu Horowitz on the birth of a girl to Daniel
and Sara Cooper

Lynn Mayers on the birth of a boy to Gabrielle and
Bruce Medjuck

Debbie and Eddie Simpser on the birth of a girl to Rachel and Dovid Sussman
Paula Krochmal on her engagement to Jordan Rosenfeld
of Woodmere
Judy and Abe Alper on the birth of Elisheva to Chani
and Jonah Honeyman
Miriam and Marty Fisher on the birth of a boy to Adina
and Josh Geller
Shelly Portnoy on the birth of a girl to Shira and Yossi
Samsonowitz
Marie Beth and Rabbi Pinchas Rosenthal on the Bar
Mitzvah of Shmuel
Cathy and Alex Stern on the marriage of Jamie to Yehuda Akarman
Geil and Simcha Stern on the marriage of Hershy to
Naomi Klein
Arlene and Joe Meisner on the marriage of Josh to
Chana Kosofsky
Sharon and Jonathan Stochel on the Bar Mitzvah of
Noah
Sharon and Jonathan Stochel on the Bar Mtzvah of Noah

Condolences
Adam Farber on the loss of his grandfather
Arthur Lowy on the loss of his father Joseph Lowy
Barry Zimmerman on the loss of his mother Helen Zimmerman
Lisa Budow on the loss of her father Israel Mayerson

May the Omnipresent console you among
the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

YIP Sisterhood High Holiday
and Back to School Kippot Sale
Hand crocheted from Israel many styles/sizes to
choose from. Most have navy or white background.

3 for $12
Larger quantities available for simchas.
For further information call Diane Rabin at:
Cell:
516-661-7030:
Home: 516-838-8092
Work: 516-938-2800
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K IDDUSH / SHUL C ALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 2009
9/12/2009 RAFAILOVICH-SOKOLOV (DOVID’s BAR
MITZVAH
9/26/2009 MALC (MICHAEL BAR MITZVAH)

Writing also for my father-in-law, Hyman
Katz, I express deep appreciation to so
many shul members for their support
during the critical months of Sandi's
struggle. In particular we must thank the
YIP Sisterhood for leading the effort for
Sandi ztl and for us her family.

OCTOBER 2009
10/10/2009 HELPRIN YAHRZEIT KIDDUSH
10/18/2009 WEISS (STEVEN’S BAR MITZVAH

Sincerely,
Sam Sperling

DECEMBER 2009
12/12/2009 NASS (EVAN’S AUFRUF )
12/20/2009 MIKVEH BREAKFAST
12/26/2009 EISMAN (EMILY BAT MITZVAH)

The deadline for the
Winter issue of the
Shaliach will be
November 23, 2009

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or
for additional information, please contact
David Guterman

Free Online Yeshiva
by Marlene Horowitz

www.webyeshiva.org is a great website for real
time, interactive and free classes on so many Judaica subjects. The classes are on different levels,
and at all hours. They are based in Israel, with adjustments for different time zones. Ulpan is also
available, for a fee. The rabbis and teachers use a
video cam and microphone. They pull up the texts
and have a white board when needed. Students are
encouraged to do the same or type in questions and
answers. If you miss a session, it is archived. I have
taken beginners Gemara classes for 3 zmanim
(semesters) already and I wanted to spread the
word. People from all over the world can be taking
the same class at the same time. I met someone else
from Plainview in one of the classes as well as
someone from Australia!

Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president,
treasurer, or MALI is received and read
within a reasonable amount of time.
All other mail should be mailed directly to
the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail
must be mailed to the home address of
the person in charge of the activity that
you desire (Calendar, Mishloach Manot,
Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information about where to direct your
mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation
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SISTERHOOD
COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
Baruchim Ha’baim
Shani Kaufman
Baruchim Ha’baim
Jordana & Adam Farber
Bikur Cholim
Shelley Katz
Calendar
Sarah Gross, Marci Karoll
Entertainment Books
Arlene Meisner
Mishloach Manot
Leah Sclair, Suri Gotowner
New Year’s Card
Ann Cohn, Marci Karoll
Simcha & Condolence Cards
Deborah Plutzer
Siddurim & Chumashim
Liz Vilkas
Welcome Wagon
Ariane Eisman, Lisa Floumanhaft
Wine Sale
Aryela Rosenberg

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul
calendar, please contact Office Manager, Rita
Rubin by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com”, or at
516-433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone
for any purpose or event without the knowledge
and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, 2 weeks in advance.
If you are making a Meat Kiddush, you must be
available to receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.

www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com

SHUL COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
Coupons
Alvin Smilow
Education
Rochelle Sroka
Fund Raising
Arie Neumann
Hospitality
Ariane Eisman
House & Security
Alvin Smilow
Journal Dinner
Jeff Feldstein
Kiddush and Catering
Abe Alper
Marketing
Ariane Eisman
Membership
Larry Pollack
NCYI Delegate
Sam Kahn
Newsletter
Meryl Fried
Political Action
Cary Kessler
Political Action Israel
Larry Cohn
Real Estate
Judy Millman
Renovation of Beit Midrash
David Gross
Renovation of Beit Midrash
Kenneth Malc
Renovation of Beit Midrash
Marty Taub
Ritual
Rabbi Weissman
Ritual
Aaron Chaitovsky
Seudah Shlishit
Harvey Kaplan
Sign Board
David Guterman
Special Gifts
Marty Taub
Youth
Sheryl Cohen. Lynda Last, Tara Stier

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR
DONATION OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:
JOE MEISNER
PRINTING
RITA RUBIN
MAILING
The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law
governing minors and drinking, adopted the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on
synagogue premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is
appreciated.
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Advertising
Math Tutor
Grades 4 – 10
Linda Hoberman
576-1683

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX

Licensed Notary
Allan Hoberman
576-1683

ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

 


DR. BARRY HELPRIN
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST
TESTING & COUNSELING FROM
PRE-SCHOOL THROUGH THE ELDERLY
6800 Jericho Turnpike * Suite 120W * Syosset, NY 11791
Office:(516)393-5810 * Fax:(516)937-1020 * Email:drbhelprin@aol.com

Most Insurances Accepted

DO YOU WANT TO
get High Quality copying and printing products at a low price with
a click of a button?

DO YOU HAVE
a project you need printed but local copy/print shops or large corporate
chains are inconvenient and over priced?

www.bestvaluecopy.com
No Gimmicks, No Minimums, No Fees
Same Price Any Quantity
2¢ for Black and White
8¢ for Color
Newsletters
Fliers
Manuals
Brochures

Booklets
Prospectuses
Bulletins
Catalogs

