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Halacha demands that for each of the four cups of wine, and for the four
kezeitim of Matzah that men and women lean as they eat. According to the Talmud if you forget to lean while drinking, you have to drink again. This Halacha
finds its source in Ancient Rome where upper class diners lounged on couches
with small tables overflowing with food in front of them. It was common to
lean to the left as one ate and drank. At the Seder, we claim our freedom, and
thus comport ourselves not as slaves, but as aristocrats. Like the Roman nobility, we eat our celebratory meal while splayed across couches.
For many of us, eating “on the go” while walking or driving, has become the
norm. The great men and women of our generation are more likely to sit cross
legged, leaning over a steak on fine china than lounging on a sofa with a goblet
of wine to complement stuffed grape leaves. Should Halacha change to meet the
new dining standard?
For the eighth Persian scholar, R. Achai Gaon, the answer was a resounding yes.
In his Sheiltot, R. Achai notes that reclining while eating is extinct as a practice.
The aristocratic class no longer lounges while they eat their festive meals. Our
Seders should evolve to meet that standard. We should still dine eloquently, but
relinquish the outdated practice of haseiba.
Interestingly, Halachik authorities consistently rejected R. Achai’s position. R.
Yosef Karo in his Shulchan Aruch insists that the practice of reclining should
remain. R. Moshe Isserles (Ramo), the Ashkenazic gloss on the Shulchan
Aruch, notes that R. Eliezer ben Yoel (1140-1225) promotes R. Achai’s position
that declares reclining outdated. Still, Ramo holds that the lenient position
should be counted upon only in a case of need.
The practice of haseiba endures as an essential part of our seder, cited prominently as one of the four questions. Indeed, R. Chaim of Brisk was known to
recline on his left for the entirety of the Seder. It’s reported that his grandson, R.
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, turned his dining chair to the side to ensure proper reclining. The Maxwell House Haggadah continues to direct Seder goers to re(Continued on page 4)
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Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
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Shaliach—yipshaliach@gmail.com
Youth Director youthdirector@yiplainview.com

Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time. All other mail
should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home
address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar,
Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information
about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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President's Pen
Shootout at the OK Corral
With Purim just around the corner on our calendars, we can all start to worry a little more…yes, the “P”
word is looming on the horizon. Pesach is, indeed, hovering, lurking…waiting. Of course, with each Pesach
season comes a whole new host of shai’los: what’s kosher l’Pesach and what’s not, what we can eat after Pesach, and whether or not if we eat chametz during Pesach with the Rav watching, is it ok, since it was eaten
under rabbinic supervision. Oy, the questions. Along with the questions comes a whole dearth of new hashgachos, raising even more questions about kashrus. Fear not! As a community service to the Young Israel of
Plainview community, I am sending the most up-to-date list of newly-approved and (somewhat) acceptable
kashrus symbols. Of course, if you have any questions about a symbol that you might find, please consult our
Rabbi. Wishing you all a freilecheh Purim!

Alan

The Periodic Table K – This symbol can usually be found on elements and chemicals that are approved by the ABR (Atomic Board of Rabbeim). Though the use of this hashgacha indicates that
the chemical itself is hechshered, it does not mean that the product into which it has been added is
considered safe to use. Consult your local scientist.
Kay-Bee – This symbol can usually be found on toys and games sold in mall hobby shops.
This hechsher replaces the one that was once used by the famous toy-making brothers, Milton and Bradley Steinberger.
Mary K – A former beauty-school dropout, Mary Kivolovitz went on to start her own company
manufacturing kosher lipsticks and rouges, later expanding to eye shadows, eye liners, eyebrow
pencils, and fake eyelashes. All of the products bearing this hasgacha are not only fit for use on
Passover and all-year-round, but they are also edible.
K-Mart – This hasgacha indicates that the product bearing the seal meets or exceeds all of the
requirements to be included in a 15-minute blue-light special. However, there are many poskim
that say that if you do not hear the words “Attention K-Mart shoppers” before consuming the
product, it is considered treif.
KGB – Though at one time this Russian hasgacha was considered ok, it is no longer considered viable or
trustworthy. There are also reports that the organization behind this hashgacha has tried to
influence other kashrus certification organizations to change their stand on some products
they endorse through social media blitzes and by hacking into the email servers and computer networks of those organizations. Some say it’s actually fake news, so please use
your own judgement if relying on this hashgacha.
KC – Though this hashgacha first appeared back in 1973 in Hialeah, Florida, it has surfaced
again, and appears on products that are exported from the Sunshine State. Consumers who have
bought products under this supervision have been known to shout, “That’s the way, uh-huh, uhhuh, I like it, uh-huh, uh-huh” as they place the products onto the conveyor belt at the supermarket checkout counter.
(Continued on page 6)
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Rabbi’s Study
(Continued from page 1)

cline while drinking their four cups and eating their Matzah.
What accounts for this extinct practice’s resilience?
Perhaps it stems from the very quality of the Seder. The greatest Seders celebrate the continuity of generations. Our Seders begin with the Exodus from Egypt but continue to tell the rich history of the survival of our
people. Each generation hands over its experience to the next. The sages that populate the pages of the Haggadah reclined as they ate. Preserving their antiquated practice is consistent with the theme of the night that
celebrates the contribution of generations past to the creation of the Jewish people. When we recline, we establish one more link in the chain of history and tradition that leads toward our dream of the future.

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Thyme Marketplace - Shabbos Special
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact
Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com
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Despite the cold and snowy winter, the Mikveh Association had a wonderful café night at YIP, and our fabulous committee transformed the space to create just the right ambience. We express our deepest appreciation to our hard-working committee and to the Chaitovsky family for sponsoring the entertainment and
food, and to the Zweigbaum’s for the desserts.
We are grateful for the support of those who have already joined the MALI 365 Club, our initiative to help
sustain our Mikveh every single day. A poster at the Mikveh lists the names of families who are current
members, and it’s never too late to join. For $1 per day, you have the tremendous chesed of helping to
support one of our community’s most important institutions.
Spring represents a time for renewal, improvement, and the opportunity for change. Work is being done at
the Mikveh and the apartment above it to repair and paint interior walls and replace older windows, and
additional work will take place this spring. A committee led by Eddie Simpser will examine the Mikveh’s bylaws to update our organization’s guidelines and its leadership, and further information will be shared when
the committee’s work is complete.
Please remember to check our website at www.limikveh.org, where you will find everything you need to
know about our Mikveh including the latest news, donation opportunities and upcoming events. We also
send out e-mails; please send a message to us at maliplainview @gmail.com if you would like to be included.
Thank you for your support,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim,
Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your
donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized
message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36

Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)
$40
Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at Vilkasmd@aol.com
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(Continued from page 3)

KFC – This hashgacha is one of many new ones coming out of the state of Kentucky. Though
this is appearing on many foods that are products of Kentucky, it has also been spotted on other
products, such as buckets of chicken parts, that are of questionable origin. However, products
bearing this symbol are certified to be finger-lickin’ good.
KY – Another relatively new hashgacha coming from the Va’ad in Kentucky, this one
appears on … well, let’s just say that it appears on products that … ummmm … that are
… ummmm …. Let’s move on, shall we?
KJOY – Not to be confused with the previous hasgacha, this certification is found only
on Long Island, and has been seen on mellow products that nobody really bothers buying any
more anyway…like Barry Manilow and Captain & Tenille record albums.
I’m OK, You’re OK – Hashgacha of the Board of Psychiatrists.

KO – This is the hashgacha of the World Boxing Association, and it carries the endorsement of
Don King.
K Cera Cera – Hashgacha given by some of the more liberal branches of Judaism. As
you would expect, their motto is, “Whatever will be, will be.”
Danny K – This hashgacha is given by the Va’ad of Comedians, and should not always be taken
seriously. Just like this article.
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Sisterhood Spotlight
The Sisterhood has been busy! We had our first Murder Mystery night! The new and fun event
was planned by Chana Penini and Jennifer Sneag. Our cast in this Texas whodunnit was Adam
Farber, Brad Goldsammler, Mordy Yankovich, Barbra Cohen and myself. We had a great time
rehearsing and performing! Thank you to all who organized, participated and came.
The Sisterhood has just had our largest fundraiser, Mishloach Manot. Thank you to Suri Gotowner and her committee for all their amazing and hard work. Up next is the Passover wine
sale. You will need lots of wine for Passover, make sure to get in your orders to Atara Marzouk
in time!
Stay tuned for some new programs from the Sisterhood!
Hope everyone had a Happy Purim and have a Chag Peasach Kasher V’Sameach!
Michelle Meir
Sisterhood President

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY AREYOUNG
STILL AVAILABLE
ISRAEL OFTO PURCHASE
THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW.
PLAINVIEW
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY
TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY
HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 9332768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY
ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE
YOUR SIMCHAS
AND HONOR LOVED ONES !
In the past two years, over 40 leaves
were added to the Tree of Life in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs,
weddings, the birth of children and grandchildren, and other celebrations. Thank G
-d, many of us have had simchas this
past year, so why not take this time to
donate a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !
If you are interested, please contact me.
Marty Taub
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L I FE C Y CLE A NNO UNCEME NTS
Mazal Tov
Debbie and Marty Taub on the Bat Mitzvah of
their granddaughter, Allie, at the Young Israel
of East Brunswick. Mazal Tov also to Allie’s
parents, Jeff and Shanna, and to greatgrandparents, Betty and Moshe Weinman

Deborah and Frank Haftel and their children,
Ariela, Orli, Eliana and Kobi
Molly and Roee Mordechai and their children,
Aiden, Ayla and Maya
Maryann and Tamir Mori and their children,
Noah, Eitan and Samuel

Monique and Joey Gross on the birth of a boy.
Mazal tov also to grandparents, Elaine and
Jerry Gross, and to aunts and uncles, David
and Sarah, and Benny and Amira.
Ilene Kessler on the loss of her father, Ted
Wagner, Tuvia Zev ben Avraham Yosef
Atara and Leora Stochel on becoming B’not
Mitzvah
Debbie Taub on the loss of her father, Moshe
Weinman, Moshe ben Menachem Mendel
Jessica and Daniel Sultan and big brothers
Ron and Charlie on the birth of a girl
Rabbi Weissman on the loss of his mother,
Carol Weissman, Chaya Malka bat Yechiel
Molly and David Fried on the birth of Elie.
Mazal tov also to Meryl and Bob Fried and to Mordechai
Uncle Michael
Meryl Chaitovsky and Gary Speiser on the
Ariane and Robert Eisman on the marriage of loss of their mother, Harriette Speiser, Hinda
Esther bat Eliyahu David
their son Jason to Tamar Goldberg

Condolences

Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum on the birth of a
girl to Danny and Shulie. Mazal tov also to
grandfather, Bernie Reisner
Ilene and Jeff Feldstein on the arrival of a
grandson. Mazal tov also to parents Adina
and Adam Feldstein of Ramat Beit Shemesh,
Israel

Welcome New Members
Toby and Joshua Brenner and their son
Rima and Michael Zalmanovich and their two
daughters
Chana and Ira Glasser and their children, Jason and Gabriella

Sara Grun on the loss of her mother, Judith
Gross, Bracha bas Feivel
Barry Glanzman on the loss of his mother,
Regina Glanzman, Rivkah Bat Yaakov A’H
May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Page 9

The Shaliach

K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
MARCH 2018
3/17/2018 ETHAN FLOUMANHAFT BAR MITZVAH

FEBRUARY 2019
2/2/2019 JOSHUA GROVER BAR MITZVAH

MAY 2018
5/26/2018 MICHAEL MALC AUFRUF

MARCH 2019
3/21/2019 JONAH LIEB BAR MITZVAH

JUNE 2018
6/2/2018 EZRA COHEN BAR MITZVAH
6/9/2018 ELI HOROWITZ AUFRUF (BET MIDRASH)
6/16/2018 MICHAEL SPINDEL AUFRUF (BET MIDRASH)

DECEMBER 2019
12/7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT BAT MITZVAH (BET
MIDRASH)

OCTOBER 2018
10/1/2018 HELPRIN 10TH YAHRZEIT KIDDUSH FOR
DEBORAH’S MOTHER, ESTHER SLAVIN
10/27/2018 MATTHEW ARI HOCH BAR MITZVAH
NOVEMBER 2018
11/10/2018 YISHAY KAUFMAN BAR MITZVAH

JANUARY 2020
1/18/2020 JACOB COHEN BAR MITZVAH
SEPTEMBER 2020
9/5/2020 ELLIE GROSS BAT MITZVAH
DECEMBER 2020
12/19/2020 ETHAN FARBER BAR MITZVAH

To our Plainview Family,
Thank you so much for the outpouring of support you have all shown us during this difficult time. Our
community always comes together for happy occasions but even more so during these trying times. Your
continued support and friendship throughout the years is what our Plainview family is all about. We know
how special it is to live in a community such as ours. Your kindness is deeply appreciated and will always
be remembered. We look forward to sharing many smachot together in the future,
Meryl Chaitovsky and Family
Gary Speiser and family.

The Board of Trustees and a vote of
the Membership, in keeping with current
law governing minors and drinking,
adopted the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be
no consumption of alcohol by anyone
under 21 years of age on synagogue
premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please
contact Office Manager, Rivkah Itzhaky by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension
100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose
or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except
for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive deliveries of food and equipment.
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Advertising
CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for
additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

MANY THANKS TO
JOE MEISNER

FOR

PRINTING

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

