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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

More Than Four Questions  

March 2015 -  Nisan 5775 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

T he most exciting parts of Pesach for me are the discussions that surround the Haggada. 

Over the past few years, I have discovered a number of questions which offer great oppor-

tunities for meaningful and even fun family discussion. Below I list some of my favorite topics 

with some helpful hints for answers. 

 Are there really 4 questions? It seems to me like there’s only one. 

 When does the Haggada finally answer these 4 questions/observations? (Hint: See R. Gam-

liel). Why doesn't it answer them right away? 

 When R. Eliezer, R. Akiva, R. Yehoshua, R. Elazar b. Azaryah etc. are staying up all night, 

are they discussing the story of the Exodus or something else? (Hint: It's something that’s 

said twice a day). Why aren't they discussing the story, or why aren't we discussing the sto-

ry? (Hint: It might be connected to what the Chacham is saying). 

 After saying the questions of each of the four sons, the Haggada questions, “One might 

think from the beginning of the month there is an obligation to discuss the story of the Exo-

dus”. Why would someone think that? (Hint: see Exodus 40:2) 

 Abraham was promised at the “Covenant of the Pieces” (Genesis 15:13-14) that his children 

would certainly be slaves. Why? It doesn't seem fair. 

 The Haggada seems to imply that Laban was worse than Pharaoh. That just doesn't seem 

right. 

 The backbone of the Haggada is taken from the Mitzvah of Bikkurim (Deuteronomy chap-

ter 26), what makes that Mitzvah different from all other mitzvahs? (Hint: think of its rela-

tionship to the “fifth” cup of wine). 

 How does R. Yehuda help us understand the 10 plagues with his signs? (Hint: 3 sections, 3 

messages) 

 Why are R. Yossi, R. Eliezer, and R. Akiva trying to add more plagues to the Egyptians? 

Haven't they suffered enough? (Hint: see Exodus 15:26) 

 What's the real reason we eat matzah? If the reason is because there wasn't enough time for 

the bread to rise, why did the Israelites eat it at the first seder? (Hint: who says there's only 

ONE reason?) 

 Why are we eating in the middle of Hallel? (Hint: maybe our eating is more than just eat-

ing). 

 Who knows fourteen?! 

 Who's REALY the goat in Chad Gadyah? 

Chag Sameach and enjoy your Seders! 
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     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is 

received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire 
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Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the 

flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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When faced with the challenge of going to 

speak to King Achashverosh on behalf of her 

people, Esther did not depend solely on her 

own strength and position.  She asked all of the 

Jewish people to join together in prayer to pro-

tect her during this dangerous task.  

Esther’s action is one example of the im-

portance of community.  YIP Sisterhood is 

greatly appreciative of our wonderful commu-

nity.  Our members strive to strengthen our 

own community and that of all of Klal Yisrael. 

 

Chag Purim Samech from YIP Sisterhood 

Deborah Plutzer and Sandra Katz Co-

Presidents 

 

Sisterhood Spotlight 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors 

of the New Family Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos 

Special 

Pearls - challah and challah roll 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would 

like to add to the bag (a coupon, adver-

tisement, give away, etc), please contact 

Jen Hoch at thehochfami-

ly@verizon.net or 

Melissa Weinick at gswein-

ick@hotmail.com  

mailto:thehochfamily@verizon.net
mailto:thehochfamily@verizon.net
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DR. MITCHELL GREENBAUM 

BOARD CERTIFIED FOOT SPECIALIST 

AMERICAN BOARD OF PODIATRIC SURGERY 

 

Chief of Podiatry 

St. Francis Hospital 

 

Serving the Roslyn/Plainview Communities and 

Surrounding Areas for Over 20 Years! 

 

Call Today for Medical and Surgical Treatment of  

• Diabetic Foot Disorders • Heel & Arch Pain 

• Reconstructive Surgery • Sports Medicine 

• Orthotics • Bunions • Warts 

• Ingrown Nails • Fungal Nails 

14 Glen Cove Road 

Roslyn 

516-484-1444 

525 Woodbury Road 

Plainview 

516-433-3353 
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JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz 

All types of construction – kitchens,  

bathrooms,  appliance installation and repairs 

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –  

if that’s what you wish! 

Great workmanship and even better service 

516 - 413 - 6095 

 

MALI News 
Despite the cold and snow, the Mikveh Association had a fun evening out for women at a local salon to bene-

fit our Mikveh. Our “Manicures for MALI” event was successfully planned by our young leadership board 

members, Chana Leah Brehm, Lisa Feldman, Rachel Wilkerson, Sagit Samuch and Stephanie Nathan, and a 

great time was had by all. We hope to plan a similar event for the summer. 

 

We gratefully appreciate the support of those who have already joined the MALI 365 Club, our initiative to 

help sustain our Mikveh every single day. We are already in the third month of 2015, but it’s never too late to 

join. For a just a dollar a day, you have the tremendous chesed of helping to support one of our community’s 

most important institutions.  

 

This spring, our Mikveh will be marking a major milestone—the Bar Mitzvah celebration of its opening. A 

breakfast will be held (most likely in early June), and a committee is forming now to plan the event. Please 

consider helping out and contact us to volunteer.  

 

Please remember to check our web site at www.limikveh.org, where you will find everything you need to 

know about our Mikveh including the latest news, donation opportunities & upcoming events. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

MALI Co-Presidents 

tel:516%20-%20413%20-%206095
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Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books 

can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand 

new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note 

our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

Smack in the middle of the Haggadah, we read about 
the four sons: the chacham/the wise son, the rasha/the wicked 

son, the tam/the simple son, and the sh’eino yodeia lish’ol/the 

son who is unable to ask. The wicked son is mentioned as fol-

lows: “The Rasha says ‘Of what purpose is this service to you?’ 

This implies ‘to you’ but not to him. By excluding himself from 

the community of believers, he denies the basic principle of Ju-

daism. Therefore, blunt his teeth and tell him: ‘It is because of 

this that Hashem did so for me when I went out of Egypt. ‘For 

me’ but not for him - had he been there, he would not have been 

redeemed.” The response to the wicked son is a very intense 

one. Not only are we instructed to dull his teeth, but we are 

charged to inform him that he would not have merited leaving 
Egypt with the rest of the Israelites. This directive seems a bit 

harsh, especially for merely eliciting a rejoinder that may not 

seem so irrational. The Exodus was lifetimes ago! We go 

through the motions of the seder every single year! We know 

that there are thousands of Jews who feel this way today! What 

is the message of the wicked son? To me, the most important 

thing isn’t the decree levied against the rasha: it’s his mere pres-

ence at the seder. 

There’s a story told about Rabbi Chaim Berlin (like the 

yeshiva), who was the son of the Netziv of Volozhin.  Rav 

Chaim was a rabbi in Moscow in the late 1800’s, and due to a 
life-and-death matter, he would be forced to spend Yom Kippur 

away from his kehillah.  Rav Chaim was upset, but there was 

nothing he could do, and he prepared to spend the holiest day of 

the year in a random village far from his home. He arrived at 

shul for Kol Nidre and found it completely empty. He donned 

his kittel and tallit and began to wait. Not one person showed up. 

Rav Chaim was upset, and finally davened by himself. He 

awoke the next morning and entered the synagogue, and yet 

again, not a soul in sight, thus relegating him to reciting the 

prayers alone, without a minyan. By mincha time, suddenly, 

throngs of men converged upon the synagogue. The men were 

covered in dirt and mud, and they began to pray with great fer-

vor and intensity. Their petitions and tears were the most intense 
that Rav Chaim had ever encountered. He finally managed to 

ask one of the men what had happened and why they had 

showed up so late and so filthy. The man recognized the rabbi 

immediately and told him a harrowing tale. A few hours before 

Yom Kippur, the Russian army stormed into town and rounded 

up every adult male to report for forced labor. After pleading 

with them to be left alone, the Jewish men saw that the Russian 

soldiers would not budge. They had no choice but to work, to 

dig ditches. The man began to weep again, as he explained that 

only now were they able to get away from their aggressors, and 

run to shul. At this point, Rav Chaim was crying as well. He 

addressed the crowd and told them about two neighbors who 
were arguing over a chicken that each claimed belonged to him. 

The beit din decided to tie the chicken’s feet together and place 

it in between the two houses. When its feet were untied, they 

would watch and see where the bird would walk, and thus it 

would be discernable to whom the chicken belonged. At this 

point, Rav Chaim turned his eyes toward heaven and cried 

“Hashem, look at what children You have! When their feet are 

tied together, they have no choice but to go and work. But the 

moment their feet are untied, where did they go? To the thea-

tres? To the shops? No! They come straight to you! They didn’t 

go home and rest a little or even tidy up. They came immediate-
ly back to You! This is where they instinctively turn!”  

This wicked son could be anywhere else tonight other 

than a Pesach seder. But where is he? The fact that in our hagga-

dah this “wicked” son is sitting around the table with his family 

is something that must not be forgotten. Sadly, there are many of 

our Jewish brothers and sisters who will consciously not be at-

tending a seder this yuntif. It will not be because they do not 

know what Passover is, or the story of yetziat Mitzraim.  Even 

though his question and the given answer are both jarring, we 

cannot cast him away. We must hold him close. 

Pesach: A Time of Religious Unity  

 by Willie Balk, Rabbinic Intern 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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Re-Activating the Tree of Life 

We are “re-activating” the Tree of Life in the Shul lobby. 

Interested in honoring a birth in the family, a Bar or Mat Mitzvah, a 

marriage, an anniversary ? 

Donating a leaf on the Tree of Life used to be a great opportuni-

ty…..now it is again. 

Just $72 per leaf. 

Please take a look at the over 100 leaves that have been engraved 

And send your requested inscription with a check to YIP, to: 

Marty Taub, 99 Plymouth Road, Plainview NY 11803. 
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     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in 

keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, 

adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption 

of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue 

premises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 

 

AUGUST 2015 

8/2/2015 FRIEDMAN, CAREN (AVIVA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

8/8/2015 WEINICK (JORDYN’S BAT MITZVAH) 

8/16/2015 WOLFSTEIN (AVIRAM’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2015 

10/10/2015 MARZOUK (BEN’S AND NOAH’S BAR MITZ-

VAH) 

 

DECEMBER 2015   

LIEB (JADEN’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

11/12/2016 NEUMANN (DARA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

K IDDUSH  /  SHUL  C ALENDAR  

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact  Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for 

details. 

Young Israel of Plainview  

Meeting Schedule 

Board Membership 

April 19, 2015 
April 26, 2015 

Elections 

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG 

ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP 

COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL  

OF PLAINVIEW 
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Mazel Tov to  
Grandparents, Norma and Larry Hill, and par-

ents Daniel and Miriam, on the birth of a boy 

Shmuela and Laibel Sternbach on the birth of a 

girl 

Eliah and Farbod Barzideh on the birth of a girl 

Grandparents, Sheila and Barry Glanzman, par-

ents, Tali Blanchard and Jonathan Glanzman, 

and great aunt and uncle Sandy and Barry 

Zweigbaum , on the birth of a girl 

Parents, Perri and Jeff Wallowitz, and brother, 

Manny, on the birth of a boy 

Michele Reisner and Larry Pollack, Marisa, 

Gideon, Bernie Reisner, Sandy, Barry, and Ja-

mie Zweigbaum on Gabe’s engagement to 

Pamela Hershman of West Hempstead. 

Grandparents, Sandi and Howie Nayberg, par-

ents, Racheli and Yedidya Hirschhorn, brother, 

Gavi,  and uncle and aunt, David Nayberg and 

Ariella Nayberg, on the birth of a girl 

Aileen and Ben Kirschenbaum on Shani’s en-

gagement to Yossie Blum 

Judy and Harold Kriegsman on the marriage of 

their daughter Jordana to Ari, son of Michelle 

and Michael Schwartz of Teaneck 

Grandparents, Joanne and Billy Mlotok, and 

parents, Danit and Zvi Goldgrab, on the birth 

of a boy 

Robin and Steve Seidler, and Rachel and Mark 

Meles on the engagement of  Kevin to Ruthie 

Meles of Philadelphia 

Grandparents, Anne and Eddie Fryman, and 

parents, Rachel and David Fryman on the birth 

of a girl 

Grandparents, Irena and Lev Neymotin, and 

parents, Rabbi Zev and Channie Farber, on the 

birth of a girl 

Grandparents, Sara and Howie Grun, and par-

ents, Devorah and Rabbi Yakov Grun, on the 

birth of a girl 

Tina and Ari Abraham on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Miriam Rafailovich and Jona-

than Sokolov, and parents, Sara and Ami Bro-

chin on the birth of a girl 

Parents, David and Esther Isler, sister Leora, 

and grandparents, Bonnie and Arthur Isler on 

the Bat Mitzvah of Sasha 

Shira and Marc Ornstein on being honored as 

Chaverim Ne’emanim, and Atara & Dan Mar-

zouk on being honored with the Young Leader-

ship award at the annual YIP dinner 

Grandparents, Norma and Larry Hill, and par-

ents, Rachel and Tzvi Goder on the birth of a 

girl 

Grandparents, Rivkah Itzhaky and Dr. & Mrs 

Kurts, and parents, Daniel and Debbie Itzhaky 

on the birth of a girl 

Condolences 
Phil Floumanhaft on the loss of his step father, 

Beno Barber 

David Abergel on the loss of his sister, Mazel 

Herman 

Billy Mlotok on the loss of his brother, Harold, 

Zvi Hersh ben Nachum 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

 

To place an order for a yahrzeit 

plaque or for additional infor-

mation, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING  

FOR THEIR DONATION  

OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME: 

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING 

JOE MEISNER  PRINTING 

RITA RUBIN MAILING 
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