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The mystical and spiritual experiences that complement a small portion of our religion
often obscure more technical acts. Many assume that kashering is a similarly mystical act;
that somehow by waving, washing, or burying the non-kosher “stuff” is magically removed.
This is an incorrect assumption. In fact kashering is a highly technical and scientific process, governed by specific rules and assumptions.
The Talmud (Avoda Zara 76b) declares the underlying rule of kashering: kebol’o kach
polto “as it ‘absorbs’ so it ‘releases.’” Basically, an item releases the taste within its walls
according to the way that taste was absorbed; taste is absorbed into a vessel only through
heat (or through remaining inside something for three days). Most simply, if one cooked
non-kosher food (or Chametz) in a metal pot, the pot absorbed non-kosher food into its
walls. That absorption can be released when water is again boiled in that pot at the same
heat or higher. In order for the outside walls of the pot to be purified as well, we place in the
pot a hot rock (heated in the oven) so the water that spills over the sides retains its temperature.
An item that absorbed non-kosher through dry heat or fire must be kashered by the same
means. A blow torch or an oven on self-clean can serve the purpose. Therefore an oven
grate or barbecue fork can be kashered by such a means.
For knives, there is an halachik fear that it has food-stuff caught in the teeth. That residue can be removed by forcing the knife into hard earth ten times. Many contemporary
Poskim allow us to use industrial cleaning (e.g. steel wool) to replace stabbing the knife
into the ground.
Basic metalware is the simplest to kasher, as it can easily be boiled or heated. Once alternative materials, particularly synthetic, get involved, kashering becomes more complicated. Teflon covers absorb, but never properly release what has been absorbed. Some plastics
eternally retain some taste of any food heated inside them as can be seen by their discoloration; other forms allow for koshering. (e.g. hard enamel dishwashers)
While hewn stone, like granite, can be kashered with boiling water, the synthetic quartz
is debated. Indeed, clay or stone combinations can never be kashered. Similarly, simple
glass is non-porous and does not generally absorb into its walls; tempered glass can, however, absorb. Therefore, basic glass can be kashered in room temperature water by changing it
every three days; tempered glass’s qualities, however, are hotly debated and create complications for the contemporary cooktops.
Ultimately, in all these materials, there is no esoteric system, no special incantation. Halachik decisors seek only to uncover the method that will best purge whatever has seeped
into the walls. One final caveat, often what can be kashered from non-kosher to kosher, cannot be kashered for Pesach, as the prohibition of Chametz on Pesach is more serious than
that of kosher. Ultimately, understanding the basic tenets of the system allows us to ask and
understand more successfully.

Page 2

The Shaliach

YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 433-4811

Rabbi: Elie Weissman
Office Manager: Rita Rubin

Rabbinic Intern: Tuvia Brander
Youth Director: Josh & Sara Maltzman

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President ........................................................................... Brian Berns
First Vice President/Journal Dinner................................... Larry Cohn
Second Vice President/Fund Raising ..........................Daniel Marzouk
Treasurer/Finance................................................................Ken Malc
Financial Secretary/Membership .................................... Larry Pollack
Corresponding Secretary ................................................ Gary Weinick
Recording Secretary.........................................................Arthur Lowy

SISTERHOOD BOARD
Co-Presidents .................................. Sheryl Cohen & Liz Vilkas
Vice President - Social/Fundraising ........................ Sarah Gross
Vice President-Programming............................. Amy Guterman
Vice President - Education ....Miriam Rafailovich & Diane Rabin
Vice President - Chesed ............................... Jordana Rothchild
Treasurer ...................................................... Linda Hoberman
Financial Secretary ......................................... Deborah Plutzer
Recording Secretary .............................................. Mindy Sapir

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Aaron Chaitovsky ................................................................................Adam Farber
David Gross............................................................................................Sandra Katz
Lynda Last ...................................................................................... Marc Lieberstein
Ed Simpser .............................................................................................David Vilkas

BOARD MEMBERS
Past Presidents .................................................................Alex Stern & Irv Gomolin
Sisterhood Co-Presidents ...............................................Sheryl Cohen & Liz Vilkas
NCYI Deligates .........................................................................................Lou Sroka

BOARD COMMITTEES
Education.............................................. Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman
Eruv ............................................................................... Cary Kesssler
House.............................................................................Alvin Smilow
Nominating .........................................................................Alex Stern
Ritual ......................................... Jonathan Stochel & Rabbi Weissman
Shaliach ............................................................................Meryl Fried
Simcha Fund ............................................................. Rabbi Weissman
Social Action ...........................................................Jordana Rothchild
Special Gifts ......................................................................Marty Taub
Youth................................................ Sheryl Cohen & Shani Kaufman

OTHER LEADERSHIP ROLES
Announcements@yiplainview.com .. Larry Pollack & Jonathan Stochel
Cemetery ............................................................................ Sheri Malc
Coupons.........................................................................Alvin Smilow
Expansion ........................................................................... Gary Katz
Exterior Signboard/Yahrzeit ..................................... David Guterman
Hospitality.................................................................... Ariane Eisman
Kiddush .............................................................................. Abe Alper
NCYI Delegates ............................................................... Gerry Gross
New Family Initiative ................................ Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz
Political Action.......................................... Larry Cohn & Cary Kessler
Webmaster ........................................................................ Ira Somach

SISTERHOOD COMMITTEES
Baruchim Ha’baim ............ Jordana Rothchild & Shani Kaufman
Calendar ................................ Marci Karoll & Linda Hoberman
Hanukkah Boutique, ............................................. Cathy Sachs
Entertainment Books.......................................... Arlene Meisner
Mishloach Manot .............................................. Suri Gotowner
New Year’s Card, Siddurim & Chumashim .................. Liz Vilkas
Simcha & Condolence Cards ............................ Deborah Plutzer
Sisterhood Meals ................................................... Shelley Katz
Welcome Wagon ........................... Jen Hoch & Melissa Weinick
Wine Sale ........................................................... Linda Chusid
Woman of the Year Dinner ..................................... Sarah Gross
Halachic Advisor ............................................ Avital Weissman

www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com

Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is
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The Shaliach
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President's Pen
Intensive preparations for Pesach have been our practice for centuries. Of course, the methods have
changed quite dramatically since the time of the Temple, to our present day cleaning, cooking, and traveling to loved ones.
Two thousand years ago the planning took on quite a different complexion. For the Passover pilgrimage,
Jews from all corners of the ancient world converged on Jerusalem to celebrate in the Holy City. The pilgrims came in caravans, numbering hundreds and sometimes even thousands of participants.
Preparations in Jerusalem for the influx of such large numbers began early. On the first day of the month
of Adar, a full six weeks before the festival, workers appointed by the rabbinical court went around the
countryside to ensure that an adequate number of wells were prepared along the roads, "to repair the roads,
squares, and mikvaot, and to confirm that the gravesites were properly marked" (to protect the pilgrims
from exposure to ritual impurity so they would arrive in the holy city in a state of purity - Mishna Shekalim
1:1). Ovens for roasting the Passover sacrifices, to be eaten at the Seder, were set up throughout the city.
Preparing these ovens was a huge project that took months of effort and coordination.
As the time of the festival drew closer, the great processions of pilgrims swelled in numbers. While a
number of roads provided access to Jerusalem, the main route of the pilgrims from the Jordan valley passed
through the city of Modi'in and then continued past Beit Choron.
There must have been quite a traffic jam, as the Mishna (Pesachim 9:1-2) deliberates a pragmatic question: What should those travelers do, who, on the morning of the 14th day of Nisan (the very day in which
we offer the Passover sacrifice in Jerusalem) still find themselves out on the road, far from their destination?
An atmosphere of great joy and camaraderie prevailed all along the way to Jerusalem. Of course, most of
the congregation did manage to arrive in Jerusalem in time and they were warmly welcomed with great
honor by the citizens and elders of the city who provided the weary pilgrims with lodgings in their homes
and courtyards. The travelers, and their fellow Jews who waited for their arrival in the holy city, were imbued with a deep feeling of unity.
The Talmud contains many accounts of both the pilgrimage and the sacrificial ceremony in Second Temple days. These descriptions include the sight of the huge Temple gates opening, and the vast multitudes of
joyous celebrants streaming into the beautiful and majestic Holy Temple courtyard. Blasts are sounded
from the trumpets, and the Levi’im choir sings. The Passover sacrifice itself is eaten by everyone together,
with a deep feeling of joyous religious freedom. Song and Hallel prayers of thanksgiving resound within
the walls of Jerusalem.
Today, we engage in our own form of intensive preparation for this special holiday. My wish for everyone in our Plainview community, along with their relatives and Klal Yisrael, is for a kosher and happy
Passover and a sense of unity in celebrating the holiday together.
Chag kasher v’sameach,
Brian
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Volunteers for Israel

SISTERHOOD
M'shloach Manot

As my daughter in Israel always says, “Daddy, come home,” I
will be going home for two weeks. I’m planning to participate in
Sar-El, the National Project for Volunteers for Israel. It is a two or
three week program, where you live and work on an army base.
The work is rewarding and exciting. You help the country by taking the place of reservists so that they do not have to leave their
jobs and home. People come from all over the world to volunteer.
Room and board and army attire are provided at each base. Volunteers attend lectures on Jewish and Israeli topics, and take part in
guided tours of interesting locations in Israel. They get the chance
to interact with army personnel, and participate in the Israeli way
of life, learning much more than they could as tourists.
Come with me and give more than money. Give two weeks.
You will never forget it. Women and men are invited. Shelly and
I will be going from April 21 for two weeks. For more information, call Larry and Shelly Solomon at 516-933-7574 or 561470-0865.
There are many other people from our Shul who have been on
the program, and are eager to tell you about their experiences.

Sisterhood hopes you had a freilichen Purim
and enjoyed your noisemakers and m'shloach
manot. It takes a lot of work to assemble these
packages and we'd like to thank the following team
for their vigorous work: Debbie Eisenstadt, Suzanne Gurwitz, Stu and Marlene Horowitz, Leah
(Sclair) Lowenthal, Arielle Nayberg, Sally Neuhaus, Shelly Portnoy, Rita Rubin, Sheldon
Schreiner, the entire Sclair family, Arlene Somach,
and Sharon Stochel.
An extra special thanks to Ahuva and Josh
Sclair for allowing us the use of their house and for
their help in the distribution process. We extend
our gratitude to Ira Somach for all his work in putting us on line and to Ed Ehrlich for his extensive
allocation of time and effort with paperwork and
distribution.
Thanks also to all of you who acted as
shlichim and delivered the packages, helping to
make this project a success.

Shelly and Larry Solomon

Suri Gotowner
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MALI News
Do you know where your MALI tzedakah box is?
About 20 years ago or so, the Mikveh Association distributed tzedakah boxes to families in our Plainview community.
If it’s been a while since you had yours emptied, please contact Ed Ehrlich at eehrlich@twrgrp.com. Be on the lookout for our upcoming Tzedakah Box Design Challenge, an opportunity for budding artists young or old to create a
whole new look that will be used on new boxes.
At the beginning of the year, we launched the MALI 365 Club, an initiative to help sustain our Mikveh every single
day. The funds raised are helping us meet everyday expenses, update our facilities and bring in inspirational speakers.
To date, more than $3900 has been pledged or donated, and we are very appreciative of the generosity of
our founding members:
The Alberts
The Chaitovskys
The Horowitzes
Ellen & Neil Levine

The Akhavans
The Chusids
The Hobermans
The Lorberts
The Weissmans

The Asherians
The Ehrlichs
The Kamels
The Rabins
The Zweigbaums

The Brunners
Ariane & Robert Eismant
The Kaufmans
The Simpsers

It’s not too late to join. For a just a dollar a day (less than the price of a cup of coffee!), you have the tremendous
chesed of helping to support one of our community’s most important institutions.
Please contact us for more information,
Diane Rabin and Ruth Lorbert

Larry Cohn on the Big Bang Theory, February 21, 2013

The Shaliach

Sisterhood
Spotlight
A big thank you and Yasher
Koach to Suri Gotowner and
Eddie Ehrlich and the Sclairs
on a wonderful job organizing, creating, and distributing
this years Misloach Manot.
Please join us for our ongoing weekly shiurim and other
upcoming events!
Sheryl Cohen and Lis Vilkas
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF
PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL
OF PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND
OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC
ALVIN SMILOW
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
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YOUTH
B”H we have had lots of fun programs for children of all ages over the past three months!
Here is a brief recap of some of our most favorite programs so far:
Chanuka Chagiga C(h)arnival!
“Shabbat and Me,” for mommies and their babies!
Davening 101!
Island Harvest Food Drive!
Onegs for kids of all ages!
Bnei Akiva Shabbaton!
Football game @ HANC, followed by a teen/tween Super Bowl party!
Friday Night Lights for high schoolers!
Pack it up for Purim!
Magic Show with David Funn!
Purim Plainview Panoply!
The "Davening 101" course was such an incredible success! Twelve boys from 1 st-6th grade
learned everything, from halachot of tefilla to special Shabbat tunes on the bima! Everyone
loved seeing the boys go up in their colorful tallitot! We would like to express a special thank you
to Rabbi Yakob Gil, who was instrumental in leading the program. The program was so successful
that the boys requested an encore for extra practice, and we were happy to oblige!
We are happy to announce that children of all ages have been LOVING the ice cream kiddush
after Shabbos morning groups! Please tell your child to come to groups so s/he can enjoy a wonderful treat! Three cheers for ice cream! All children are invited to the 3rd- 6th grade room after the ice cream kiddush for a parsha roundup with Josh. Yummy snacks are given out to children who stay and participate!
Additionally, we would like to extend our hakarat hatov to the following people for their
amazing contributions to YIP Youth! Bill Mlotok and the Plainview Fire Department for enhancing
our Chanuka Chagiga C(h)arnival with their truck and fire safety program! Jordana Rothchild and
Sarah Gross for their help with the “Island Harvest Food Drive” and “Pack it for Purim!” Last
but not least, Lisa & Jason Fogelson for their splendid contributions to “Shabbat and Me.”
Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an oneg, sponsoring one of our
fun programs, or sharing any constructive criticism… we would happy to hear from you! Our email
address is youthdirector@yiplainview.com . With best wishes for peace and happiness for all
children in Plainview and Israel.
Josh, Sara, and Zevi Maltzman

Shani Kaufman and Sheryl Cohen

YIP Youth Directors

Youth Committee Co-Chairs
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ACTIVITIES
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COMMUNAL UNITY
by Tuvia Brander

As spring rolls in each year, Jews of every stripe and color begin planning for the Pesach Seder. Surprisingly, the Seder is the most observed Jewish ritual in America. This almost-universal celebration of the Seder
mimics a certain unity that is at the core of the Pesach experience, and which manifests itself on a range of
levels.
Historically, Jews in Egypt huddled together sharing their first paschal offering, awaiting word that the
final redemption had come. As the verse describes, “if the household be too small for a lamb or kid, then he
and the neighbor near his house shall take according to the number of people.” (Exodus 12:4) This episode
creates a halakhic imperative, framing communal unity as a requirement in the ritual of the Korban Pesach.
For example, sacrifices are only slaughtered in large groups, (Maimonides 1:8, 9) while each individual animal should only be designated by a group of people—not by a mere individual (Maimonides 2:1). Even liturgically we read in the Haggada of 4 vastly different siblings, each with their own questions and persona; yet
together, they all sit at the same proverbial Seder. At its core, Pesach, the holiday celebrating the inception of
the Jewish nation, has the ever-important ideal of Achdut. Yet, institutionalized unity on Pesach is ever more
critical as we examine the beginnings of the Egyptian saga. After all, the Jews’ entire descent to Egypt is only
prompted by a lack of unity in the Jewish family, as Yosef is betrayed by his brothers and sold as a slave.
Thus, only with a renewed sense of unity among the Jewish people can that exile be escaped.
So, as we prepare to sit around our Seder tables, let us take a moment and reflect on this central theme of
the Seder and realize the importance of Achdut within our families and community. Let us take a moment to
cherish the blessings of friends and family, and allow the chag to enrich and deepen our relationship with
them.

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim,
Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your
donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized
message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.

RCA Artscroll Siddur ................................................................................................. $36
Artscroll Stone Chumash ............................................................................................ $54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover) ................................................................................... $25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover) ..................................................................... $25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) ............. $40
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com.

The Shaliach
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
MARCH 2013
3/30/2013 COHEN (SAM'S BAR MITZVAH)

JANUARY 2014
1/4/2014 ZIMMERMAN (MATTHEW’S BAR MITZVAH)

APRIL 2013
4/27/2013 PLUTZER (ZACKARY’S BAR MITZVAH)

APRIL 2014
4/12/2014 GROSS (SAMMY'S BAR MITZVAH)

MAY 2013
5/25/2013 AUFRUF (ARIEL ABRAHAM)

SEPTEMBER 2014
9/6/2014 LAST (SAM’S BAR MITZVAH)
9/13/2014 FLAUMENHAFT (JASON'S BAR MITZVAH)

AUGUST 2013
8/31/2013 LIEBERSTEIN (JULIA'S BAT MITZVAH)
OCTOBER 2013
10/5/2013 SAPIR (TZURIEL’S BAR MITZVAH)
10/12/2013 COHEN (ADENA'S BAT MITZVAH)

OCTOBER 2014
10/24/2014 (SIMCHAT TORAH) KAUFMAN (SAM’S BAR
MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2015
9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH)

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the
Shul calendar, please contact Office Manager,
Rita Rubin by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event without the
knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in
advance except for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be
available to receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.
YIP volunteers collect money for local Island Harvest food Pantry, following Hurricane Sandy.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of my friends and this wonderful community for their words of support,
condolence cards and visits after the passing of my Aunt "Ditty". She was a wonderful person, a good friend and a very special
aunt . I will miss her and our special relationship very much. Thank you again for all
of your thoughtful wishes.
Annette Guida

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping
with current law governing minors and drinking, adopted the following
Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol
by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.

The deadline for the next issue of the Shaliach is
May 23, 2013
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L I FE C Y CLE A NNO UNCE MENTS
Mazel Tov to
Judy and Bob Thaler on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson
Kenny Scheer
Parents, Rabbi Dovid and Rachel Sussman, and Grandparents, Debbie and Eddie Simpser, on the birth of Yehudis
Parents, Michal and Barry Verstaendig, and grandparents,
Rochelle and Joel Verstaendig, on the birth of a boy

Sharon and Todd Brilliant, on the birth of a boy
Gary Gevertzman on the Bar Mitzvah of his son, Dakota
Annette Guida on the loss of her aunt Ditty
Grandparents Aaron and Meryl Chaitovsky, and parents,
David and Aya Chaitovsky on the birth of a boy
Grandparents, Shelley and Stuart Tauber, and parents, Jason and Cori Pahl on the birth of a boy

Parents, Chana and Josh Meisner, and grandparents, Arlene and Joe Meisner, on the birth of Yaakov Zev

Grandparents, Suzanne and Marvin Gurwitz, and parents,
Sharon and Steve Albert, on the marriage of Rachel to Eli
Wein

Rena and Bud Levy on the engagement of Hal to Rebecca
Barnett

The Roysmans on Jordan’s marriage to Alisa Kahn-Rose

Parents, Bruriah and Joey Grover, and siblings Josh,
Mindy and Ethan, on the birth of a boy
Grandparents, Geil and Simcha Stern, and parents, Hershy
and Naomi, on the birth of a girl
Rivka Itzhaky on the engagement of her son Daniel to
Debbie Kurts of Forest Hills
Grandparents, Meryl and Aaron Chaitovsky, parents,
Stephanie and Schneur Nathan, and brother, Naftali, on the
birth of Shmuel Kalman
Grandparents, Pearl and Aaron Feder, and parents, Hannah
and Ezra Berry, on the birth of a boy
Arthur and Dorothy Ritholtz on the engagement of their
grandson Steven to Aryanna Bebe of Atlantic Beach

Condolences
Dane Sidi on the loss of his mother, Irene
Howard Rabin on the loss of his mother Bernadine
Rabin, Bracha bat Nachum
Joel Sachs on the loss of his mother Blanch Sachs, Blima bas Yosef
Stuart Hecht on the loss of his mother Lee Hecht
Sandy Jacobson on the loss of his brother, Dr. Myron
Jacobson

May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

Grandparents, Paula and Robert Grossman, and parents,

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special
Pearls - challah and challah Roll
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc),
please contact Jen Hoch at
thehochfamily@verizon.net.
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Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX

Math Tutor
Grades 4 – 10
Linda Hoberman
576-1683

ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

Licensed Notary
Allan Hoberman
576-1683

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR
DONATION OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:
STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING
JOE MEISNER PRINTING
RUBIN RUBIN MAILING

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for
additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

