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The words “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free” engraved on the base of the Statue of Liberty, strike a tone of 
warmth and familiarity to most Americans, especially those of us with rela-
tives who came through Ellis Island.  Those words were lifted from a Son-
net by Emma Lazarus, a woman who was far removed from immigration.  
Lazarus’ ancestors emigrated from Portugal and settled in what would later 
become New York long before the American Revolution.  Lazarus was a 
prolific author who corresponded with some of the greatest writers of the 
19th Century.  It was in the 1880s, through her work with the Hebrew Emi-
grant Aid Society (later known as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society), that 
Lazarus became an immigration activist. 
 
The highly Americanized scion of wealthy, assimilated, Sephardic Jews was 
moved by the expansive needs of poor Russian Jewish immigrants, who im-
migrated to the United States to escape the pogroms and violent antisemi-
tism (the word was coined just at that time) of the 1880s. Lazarus found her-
self greeting the thousands that arrived and personally tending to their 
needs. Friends recall her fearlessness, the fine lady wading through the filth 
of these newly formed ghettos and camps to learn the needs of coreligion-
ists, who were arriving almost 2000 per month.  The great and well-
respected author took the unenviable job of teaching English to these poor 
immigrants. 
 
In the papers, Lazarus was vehement in her response to bourgeois antisemi-
tism of the American elite that saw in these Jews a collection of “shylocks” 
and “fagans”.  “Huddled together,” on Ward Island, she found “hundreds of 
homeless refugees, among who are not a few men of brilliant talents and 
accomplishments.”  It was only for America to take notice. 
 
To the Jews, her message was stronger: 

 
“Wake, Israel, wake! Recall to-day 

The glorious Maccabean rage,  
The sire heroic, hoary-gray, 

His five-fold lion lineage: …  
(Continued on page 6) 
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW 
132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY 11803 

(516) 433-4811 

Rabbi: Elie Weissman Yoetzet Halacha: Avital Weissman  

Youth Director: Eitan Bedziner 

www.yiplainview.org 

Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.org 

President’s email – president@yiplainview.org 

Office—office@yiplainview.org 

Shaliach—yipshaliach@gmail.com 

Youth Director youthdirector@yiplainview.org 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is re-

ceived and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar, 

Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information 

about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
President ...................................................................... Ariane Eisman 

First Vice President/Journal Dinner............................... Michelle Meir 

Second Vice President/Fundraising ..............................Shneur Nathan 

Treasurer/Finance ....................................................... Jason Goldberg 

Financial Secretary/Membership ................................... Dan Marzouk 

Corresponding Secretary .................................................... Tim Clontz 

Recording Secretary ...................................................... Adam Gartner 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Joe Cohen ................................................................................................ Lynda Last 

Esther Linder ...................................................................................... Shira Ornstein 

Avi Ossip ............................................................................................... Larry Pollack 

Michal Rosenthal ............................................................................................... TBD 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Past Presidents ....................................................... David Gross & Alan Z. Fromm  

Sisterhood Presidents ..................................... Shmuela Sternbach & Yaffa Gartner 

BOARD COMMITTEES 
Education .............................................. Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman 

Eruv ................................................................ Gary Katz & Avi Ossip 

Gemilat Chesed ............................ Bernie Reisner & Barry Zweigbaum 

House............................................................................. Alvin Smilow 

Library ................................................ Shani Kaufman & Howie Grun 

Publicity/Marketing ....................................................... Esther Linder 

Ritual ................................................. Steve Albert & Rabbi Weissman 

Safety .......................................................................... Ethan Brandler 

Seniors ............................................................................. Gerry Gross 

Shaliach ............................................................................Meryl Fried 

Simcha Fund ....................................... Alex Stern & Rabbi Weisssman 

Social Action .................................................................. Chana Penini 

Special Gifts ..................................................................... Marty Taub 

Youth .......................................................................... Atara Marzouk 

OTHER LEADERSHIP ROLES 
Catering ............................................................... Joel Kessler & TBD 

Cemetery ........................................................................... Sherri Malc 

Coupons ............................................................................. Shul Office 

Exterior Signboard ............................................................. Shul Office 

Hospitality ..................................................................... Esther Linder 

NCYI Delegate............................................................................ TBD 

Political Action ................................................................. Anne Cohn 

Seudah Shlishit ...................................................... Miriam Rafailovich 

Webmaster ...................................................................... David Gross 

GABAYIM 

Steve Albert ........................................................... Gershon Allweiss 

Jeff Eisman ................................................................................ Robert Eisman 

David Isler ............................................................... David Kaufman 

Joel Kessler .................................................................................... Eddie Simpser 

Alvin Smilow ....................................................... Jonathan Stochel 

SISTERHOOD BOARD 

President ....................................... Shmuela Sternbach & Yaffa Gartner 

Vice President—Dinner ............... Melissa Ciner & Nicole Biderman 

Vice Presidents-Fundraising & Programming ............. Michelle Meir 

 ....................................................................................Ora Fryman 

Treasurer ..................................................................... Elaine Gross 

Recording Secretary ..................................................... Tee Simpser 

Corresponding Secretary ....................................... Nicole Biderman 
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Chessed/Social Action ................................................ Chana Penini 

Education ................................ Miriam Rafailovich & Diane Pollack 
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Condolence Cards ..................................... Rochelle Verstaendig 

Meals ........................................... Diane Herbst & Sarah Gross 

Membership  ....................................................................................  

Calendar ................................................................ Tee Simpser 

New Year Card  ................... Tee Simpser & Shmuela Sternbach 

Welcome Wagon ............................ Chavi Kersch & Nina Hoch  

Mishloach Manot .............................  Suri Gotowner & Ahuva Sclair 

Passover Wine ......................................................... Atara Marzouk 
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“And he shall place his hands on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted as 

an atonement for him.” —Leviticus 1:4  “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 

lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon 

one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” —Genesis 22:4  What do these two seeming-

ly disparate incidences have to do with each other?  One discusses the giving of a burnt of-

fering and the other Akeidat Yitzchak, the sacrificing of Isaac.  According to Rav Meir 

Soloveichik, a lot.  Blessing our children and giving them to God is intertwined. 

Friday night it is customary in many homes, as it is my home, to bless your children be-

fore making Shabbat kiddush.  The action we take when we say this blessing, similar to the 

burnt offering which was recalled again when Abraham was asked to sacrifice Isaac, is to 

hold our hands up and place them on our children’s head, holding them at arm’s length.  This 

seems odd if you think about it.  When you want to show someone love and want to provide 

them with protection, you don’t hold them at a distance.  Just the opposite, you bring them in 

close and hug them.  So why then do we bless our children when holding them at arm’s 

length? 

According to Rav Soloveichik, it is because we misinterpret the significance of the bless-

ing.  It is not about the bond between a child and parent, but rather the bond between the par-

ent and God.  We hold our children apart during the blessing to remind us that they are not 

really ours, but rather a gift from God on loan to us by His grace.  We have other examples 

of this concept in Jewish tradition.  For example, the pidyon ha’ben.  At thirty days the father 

presents his first-born son to a kohen and redeems the child by giving several silver coins to 

the kohen.  At the heart of these traditions and the story of Akeidat Yitzchak is the concept of 

the absolute ownership of the divine.  “Man is merely a guardian in whose care the works of 

God have been placed as a precious charge.” 

I bring this up now because I think if the Covid pandemic has taught us anything it is that 

life is dear and we must take the time to appreciate all of the gifts we’ve been given, large 

and small.  We learned the importance of recognizing all of the blessings in our lives and to 

cherish them.  While, like our children, everything belongs to and comes from Hashem, we 

must realize that all of these blessings were given to us in sacred trust and we must treat 

them as such, thanking God and appreciating them every day. 

As we slowly come out of the Covid pandemic, I hope this is one change of which we do 
not lose sight.  We should continue to find beauty and blessing in all of God’s gifts and con-
tinue to be grateful for them with this new understanding of the fleeting nature of life in this 
world.  Be kind, be gracious, be grateful and take time to stop and smell the roses.  I look 
forward to doing it with you. 

Ariane Eisman 

President's Pen 
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YIP BACKYARD PROJECT 
Dear Friends, 

We would like to provide an update about our communal outdoor space - the YIP Backyard, a space for everyone to 
enjoy.  

We would like to begin by expressing our gratitude to Rebbetzin Portnoy for supporting us in implementing this 
space to create this new environment for our community, especially after such a difficult and isolating year for all. 

We are very excited to share that a great deal of progress has been made in creating a multi-purpose space adjacent to 
the shul for our members of ALL ages. What began months ago as a broad idea has flourished into a well thought-out 
and executed labor-of-love. To date, we have raised $40,000. We hope to meet our goal of $60,000 by July 4th. 
Many thanks to those who have donated and gotten us off to an incredible start!  

How will we use this space if I am a Parent/guardian/caregiver/child/teen/young adult? 

Our children, teens and young adults will now be able to enjoy socializing and ‘groups’ in a safe fenced-in area, 
tucked away from the passing traffic.  The space is complete with a newly-seeded lawn, nature-inspired conversation 
circle made of tree trunks and decorated by our kids, community flower garden and shaded pergola (the last 2 are a work
-in-progress). 

The backyard space will be equipped with an outdoor stroller area featuring a ramp for smooth entry and a durable 
awning will create a breezeway for quick (and dry) entry to the main building. And, as an added bonus, the outdoor 
stroller parking will alleviate much of the congestion in the building, which will make services less noisy and the lobby 
more passable. 

But, what if you aren’t caring for any young children? How will The Backyard be of benefit to you?  

You don’t need to have a young child to enjoy this space; the yard can be used by the community for private kid-
dushim (G-D willing soon) or a quiet space to catch up with friends and chat. 

The only thing missing is US. This is a space for everyone. Please consider donating to a place that will help bring the 
community together. We look forward to reconnecting in the YIP backyard with you! 

For more information on how you can donate please see https://www.yiplainview.org/backyard 

The YIP Backyard Committee, 
Danny Rosen, David Gross, Tina Abraham, Eyal Ofer, Frank Haftel, Jason Kersch, Nicole Biderman, Perri Wallowitz 
and Ariane Eisman  

Although on the upswing, this past year has been filled with many challenges. We are very grateful to the ‘20-’21 
Sisterhood Board for rolling with the punches and keeping our signature events and fundraisers like calendar, dinner, 
mishloach manot, and pesach wine sale, alive and strong.  

A huge Hakarat HaTov to the outgoing presidents Wendy Ofer and Perri Wallowitz for all their hard work and dedi-
cation to the sisterhood, the shul, and the community. Thank you to the  board members and committee chairs who are 
stepping down; Esther Linder, Tina Abraham, Shanee Kirschenbaum, Deborah Plutzer, and Shelly Katz. Thank you to 
the new board and committee members who have joined. We are always looking for more women to get involved, so 
please feel free to reach out, we’d love to have you! 

Yasher Koach to David Gross for all his hard work during his presidency. Mazal Tov to Arianne Eisman on being 
YIP’s FIRST FEMALE PRESIDENT! 

We are very excited to start our term in office! The opportunity to work alongside such strong women and for an 
amazing community is truly an honor.  Now with the restrictions of COVID being lifted, we look forward to an exciting 
year of working together to develop meaningful, fun, educational, and inspiring events for our community. We are cur-
rently having a women’s hygiene product drive and are working on the sisterhood calendar for 2021-2022. 

We are looking forward to serving as your presidents of the Sisterhood of Young Israel of Plainview. Please let us 
know how we can better serve you and the community. 

Have a wonderful summer!  
Yaffa Gartner and Shmuela Sternbach  

Sisterhood Spotlight 

https://www.yiplainview.org/backyard
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Shavuot brings celebration and recognition of our connection to Hashem and the Torah, and it also marks the 

YIP tradition of recognizing its new officers and board members. On behalf of our MALI Board of Directors, 

we express our gratitude to the outgoing YIP board and wish Hatzlacha Rabba to all of the new members. 

In an effort to stagger the times that women will be at the mikveh, mikveh use is by appointment only. 
Please contact Janet at (516) 978-3464 to make an appointment. 
 
For a donation of only $1 a day, you can support our community's vital institution and have the merit of join-

ing the MALI 365 Club. Please remember to check our website at www.limikveh.org, where you will find 

everything you need to know about our Mikveh including the latest news, donation opportunities & upcom-

ing events. We also send out e-mails; please send a message to us at maliplainview @gmail.com if you 

would like to be included. 

 
Janet Akhavan and Alissa Ossip 
MALI Co-Presidents 

In Memory Of Yosef Moshe Ben Eliezer (Jeff Herskowitz) whose 

Yahrtzeit is the 5th Iyar from Shirley Herskowitz 

In memory of Chaim ben Shlomi from Tanya Edgarov 

In Memory Of Stuart Montrose from David Montrose 

In Memory Of Rachel & Leo Strauss, Ruth & Carl Berkowitz from 

Debra & Michael Berkowitz 

In Honor Of the birth of our granddaughter, Lielle Tova Kirschen-

baum, her parents and handsome protective older brothers, Rami, Or-

en and Adin. From Jill and Yossi Ovadia 

In Honor of receipt of Haftarah on second day Shavuot from Yossi 

and Jill Ovadia 

In Honor Of Jason Goldberg. Thank you for the loan from the New 

York Mets from David Gross 

In Memory Of Rena Friedman, sister of Sandra Katz. Donated by Joni 
and Mickey Nathanson (Batsheva’s grandparents) from Joni and 
Mickey Nathanson 

DONATIONS 
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To wake the sleepers high and low, 

And rouse them to this urgent hour.   
 
Lazarus had no time or patience for the contemporary American Jews who felt shame over the down-
trodden refugees that arrived on American shores.  The responsibility of the American Jewish com-
munity was “to lift the banner of the Jew!”, to help and assist their people, so that they can participate 
in contemporary society without compromising upon their old world pieties and commitments. 
 
Emma Lazarus was not an Orthodox Jew.  She wrote in the American Hebrew that in her opinion To-
rah Law should be replaced.  She refused to be associated with the Reform Judaism of Isaac M. Wise 
as well.  The Pittsburgh Platform formulated and established the American Reform Movement’s re-
jection of “Jewish repatriation” in the Holy Land.  This Lazarus rejected. 

Come forth and breathe afresh 
Even that they may live, upon these slain, 
And bone to bone shall leap, and flesh to flesh… 

 
I ope your graves, my people, saith the Lord, 

And I shall place you living in your land. 
 
For Lazarus, even before Theodore Herzl, the solution to the so-called “Jewish Problem” and the fu-
ture of the Jewish people lay in the settlement of Palestine.  Rabbi Wise responded vociferously insist-
ing that she “lay aside her romantic notions of race, nation, Holy Land, Restoration, etc.”  But Emma 
Lazarus remained persistent and continued to perpetuate the Zionist dream of a state for the Jewish 
people in their historic homeland. 
 
Rabbi Yosef B. Solovetichik, the Rav, might have called Lazarus’ Zionist dream an expression of the 
“Covenant of Fate” that he writes of in Kol Dodi Dofek: 
 

When the Jew, with this sense of his special, unique fate, confronts God face to face, he en-
counters the God of the Hebrews, who reveals himself to man from out of the very midst of the 
experience of loneliness and necessity, from out of the very midst of the consciousness of the 
fate which seizes hold of an individual and overcomes him. 
 
The God of the Hebrews does not wait for man to search for Him, to freely invite Him into his 
presence. He imposes His rule over man, against his will. A Jew cannot expel the God of the 
Hebrews from his private domain…He serves the God of the Hebrews against his will. 

 
The ”huddled masses” of Jewish immigrants so foreign to her own affluent American experience 
awakened in Emma Lazarus a latent commitment to peoplehood.  In the eyes of wigged and bearded 
shtetl Jews, she experienced a shared fate and inspiration. 
 
The heart of the American experience is liberty and the Jewish community has truly embraced the op-
portunity that the United States has provided.  Yet, Emma Lazarus proves that though we may em-
brace the opportunities of America, we cannot relinquish our commitment to Jewish peoplehood and 
the future of the Israelite nation. 

Rabbi 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Mazal Tov 
Eitan and Jessica Bedziner on the birth of a boy 

Parents, Josh and Julie Abergel, and grandpar-
ents Alan and Susan Fromm, and Tracy and 
Robert Kirsch, on the birth of a boy 

Shelly and Larry Solomon on the marriage of 
their grandson Jeremy to Atara Brandspiegel. 
Mazel tov to parents Ilana and Ari Solomon 

Gerry and Elaine Gross on the birth of a grand-
daughter, Leah Golda, to parents Monique and 
Joey 

Steven and Sandra Katz, and Richard and Sher-
rie Feldman on Asher’s engagement to Batshe-
va Feldman 

Dr. Sheryl Cohen on her selection as this year’s 
recipient of HANC’s prestigious Mack Marko-
witz award for outstanding volunteer service 

Maddie and David Abergel on the birth of a 
granddaughter to Rachel and Menachem in Is-
rael 

Grandparents, Sally and Allen Neuhaus, par-
ents, Tali and David Neuhaus, and grandmoth-
er, Susan Zilberman, on the birth of a boy 

Parents, Rochelle & Louis Sroka, and grandpar-
ents, Larry Gochman and Lillian Neidich, on 
the engagement of David Sroka to Leah Ali of 
Crown Heights 

Parents, Shanee and Josh Kirschenbaum, and 
grandparents, Ben and Aileen Kirschenbaum, 
and Jill and Yossi Ovadia, on the birth of a girl 

Parents, Mike and Rhonda Schwartz, and Mark 
and Ann Koffsky, on Dahlia's engagement to 
Aaron Koffsky of West Hempstead 

Mia Simone Fins on becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 
Mazel Tov to her proud parents, Sara & Albert 
Fins 

Grandparents, Sandi and Howie Nayberg, and 
parents, Racheli and Yedidya Hirschhorn on the 
birth of a boy 

Ann and Larry Cohn, Barbara, Jim Adams, and 
grandfather Julius M. Cohn on the engagement 
of Michael Cohn to Claire Adams 

Grandparents, Ruth & Roni Lorbert, and par-
ents, Yoseph & Chavie, on the birth of a girl 

Parents, Tee and Shlomo Yosef Simpser, grand-
parents, Debbie and Eddie Simpser, and Nancy 
and Shraga Green; and great grandmothers, 
Golda Mayers and Sheila Green on the birth of 
a boy 

Grandparents, Joanne and Billy Mlotok, and 
parents, Chana and Sam Mlotok, on the birth of 
Alice Cynthia (Shulamit) 

Parents, Shira & Marc Ornstein, and Esther and 
Paul Bernheim, and grandparents, Sheila and 
Sheldon Ornstein, Bunie Veeder, and Lucille 
Bernheim, on the marriage of Marni to David 
Bernheim 

Condolences 
Barry Goldsammler and Bradley Goldsammler  
on the loss of Carol Goldsammler 

Parents, Josh and Liat Hill and grandparents, 
Norma and Larry Hill, on the loss of Aryeh 
Leib Hill 

Debbie Gold on the loss of her mother, Lila 
Koff 

The Sapadin family on the loss of Saul Sapadin 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Welcome New Members 
Eric & Rebecca Moskowitz and their son Teddy 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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JULY 2021 

7/31/2021 JOSHUA NACHMAN AUFRUF 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

9/18/2021 NOAH GROSS BAR MITZVAH 

OCTOBER 2021 

10/30/2021 SHIREL BARDIZEH BAT MITZVAH 

MARCH 2022 

3/19/2022 NAFTALI NATHAN BAR MITZVAH 

JUNE 2022 

6/11/2022 SAM OFER BAR MITZVAH 

JULY 2022 

7/16/2022 JORDAN FURMAN BAR MITZVAH 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

9/17/2022 ALINA MEIR BAT MITZVAH 

DECEMBER 2022 

12/3/2022 PHILIP GORDAN BAR MITZVAH 

12/24/2022 ELIJAH FRIEDMAN BAR MITZVAH 

APRIL 2023 

4/1/2023 GABE MARZOUK BAR MITZVAH 

JANUARY 2024 

1/27/2024 MICAH FARBER BAR MITZVAH 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL  CALENDAR  

The shul calendar can be viewed at yiplainview.com/calendar. 

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please con-

tact  the Office Manager by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 1.  

Please provide the date and occasion. 

To book a Kiddush through the shul please visit 

yiplainview.com/Kiddush for options and our catering policy 

All Kiddush’s must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a 

bris or a baby naming. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the 

Membership, in keeping with current law gov-

erning minors and drinking, adopted the follow-

ing Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no 

consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 

years of age on synagogue premises or at syna-

gogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is 

appreciated. 
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEME-

TERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW 

FOR YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW MEMBERS. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY 

ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL  

OF PLAINVIEW 

To Rabbi Weissman and David Gross, 

Our family would like to express our 

sincere thanks for the use of the shul and 

courtyard/tent area to celebrate our 

grandson’s brit milah and subsequent 

Pidyon HaBen. 

We were able to facilitate both events in 

a socially distanced but meaningful way 

and are grateful for the community effort 

which enabled the Rabin and Rosenzweig 

families to perform these important mitz-

vot in a safe environment. 

Thank you again, 

Diane and Howard Rabin and family 
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Advertising 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or 

for additional information, please contact  

the YIP office office@yiplainview.org

New Family Welcome Bag 

Please patronize the following sponsors of the New 

Family Welcome Bag. 

Optix Family Eyecare  

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to 

the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), 

please contact  

Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

CELEBRATE YOUR  

SIMCHAS AND  

HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

In the past two years, 

over 40 leaves were add-

ed to the Tree of Life in 

the lobby, celebrating bar 

and bat mitzvahs, wed-

dings, the birth of chil-

dren and grandchildren, 

and other celebrations. 

Thank G-d, many of us 

have had simchas this 

past year, so why not 

take this time to donate a 

leaf ($72) and add to the 

growing Tree of Life ! If 

you are interested, please 

contact me. 

 

Marty Taub 

mailto:office@yiplainview.org
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