
Page   The Shaliach Volume 30 Issue 4 

FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

Standards and Ideals 

June 2016 -  Sivan 5776 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

The conspicuousness of the yellow note in the meticulous and often illegible handwrit-

ing of the Rosh Yeshiva only fueled the confusion and curiosity that overtook us, the for-

eign students at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel. Meetings between the chutznikim, as we were 

fondly called, and R. Aharon Lichtenstein were generally arranged by our madrich; so to 

see that the Rosh Yeshiva himself called this meeting left us curious and anxiously awaiting 

his arrival in the classroom. 

His innate modesty could not overwhelm R. Lichtenstein’s six foot stature and even 

greater reputation, so we trembled and stood at attention when he entered the room. He sat 

in his usual chair, apologized for dragging us from our learning a bit early, and turned to us 

seriously. 

“Parking as you are all aware is difficult to come by in Jerusalem.  A particular 

driveway near the Knesset had routinely been blocked despite the fairly apparent 

sign declaring ‘No Parking’.  Recently the sign had been changed to the more 

forceful, and ultimately more successful ‘Don’t even think of parking here!’ “ 

“Thanksgiving is swiftly upon us.  I will remind you all that by attending Yeshivat 

Har Etzion, you have chosen to participate in an Israeli institution with students 

who don’t know or celebrate Thanksgiving.  Many of you have perhaps thought of 

planning a Turkey dinner in Jerusalem.  I have only to say, ‘don’t even think of 

parking here.’ ” 

He thanked us for our time and left. 

The silence that pervaded the room lasted perhaps a minute before we began to mumble 

and question. We certainly had no intention of defying R. Lichtenstein. Har Etzion had only 

one rule, and that one unwritten, the word of the Rashei Yeshiva is law. We instead, like 

well trained Yeshiva students, began to interpret. 

“R. Aharon probably doesn’t want us to embarrass the Israelis.” 

“Maybe he thinks Thanksgiving is asur?” 

“Maybe he just wants us to be at night seder?” 

As I look at this event from my current standing, perhaps with more critical eyes, I be-

lieve that this moment (which we ultimately re-experienced the next year before the Super 

Bowl) jarred us for a particular reason: It contradicted our specific yeshiva training. 

Har Etzion, and R. Lichtenstein in particular, cultivated a strong sense of individualism 

and creativity.  Class time was minimal to allow students the freedom to explore their intel-

lectual and religious whims as they peaked. We were expected only to be in the Beit Mid-

rash during the appointed time. We chose our own topics, and the Yeshiva guaranteed us 

experts in Tanach, Talmud, Halacha, Hashkafa, and the broadest range of Jewish 

knowledge to guide us in our academic quests.  The experience of Torah learning was to be, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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about where to direct your mail is usually included in the fly-

ers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Friends, 

It has been my privilege and honor to serve as President these last two years. The Board and I have tried to be respon-

sive to members’ needs and suggestions while managing some challenges along the way. 

The phrase “it’s lonely at the top” does not apply to the President of the Young Israel of Plainview. In fact there is a 

wonderful cadre of partners who can be counted on to volunteer and to contribute time, treasure or talent to the shul. I 

would like to thank those people, including Rabbi Weissman, and our Officers and Trustees as well as many others, who 

have made my job that much easier.  I appreciate all of you that stepped up to help—some of you have been doing so for 

many years.  

The catch phrase that is somewhat true at YIP is that “20% of the people do 100% of the work”. I therefore encourage 

all of our members to step up in some way to assist in the day to day activities of the shul.  Join a committee, support an 

event, volunteer to help with a youth event or a Sisterhood event or our weekly kiddushim etc. We can all contribute in 

some way, and it will be that much easier on everyone involved. 

Thank you again for this opportunity. I wish Alan Fromm all the best in assuming this role and thank him for stepping 

up to the challenge. 

And last but certainly not least, I have to recognize my aishes chayil for putting up with me and this position for the 

last two years. Debbie’s support and encouragement was especially helpful and for that I am most grateful.  

 

Chag Sameach 

Eddie 

President's Pen 
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New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family 

Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the 

bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please con-

tact  

Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com  

The Sisterhood Constitution was successfully amended at the record-breaking Sisterhood General Mem-

bership meeting on March 27 attended by over forty women. 

The Nominating Committee has been putting together a slate of new Sisterhood Officers, which will be 

voted on in the upcoming Sisterhood General Membership meeting on June 1. The turnover of the new Board 

will take effect on Shavuot.  

I personally want to thank all of the many women (and men) who have volunteered their time and effort to 

run and coordinate the many Sisterhood programs and events that took place over this past year. Members of 

the board, committee chairs and members, and lay volunteers have been instrumental in the amazingly produc-

tive year that we are finishing. Hopefully the upcoming Sisterhood board will be able to continue the many 

wonderful programs that have been run and will introduce new and varied events to our community.   

Thank you and Chag Sameach! 

Sarah Gross 

Sisterhood President 

Sisterhood Spotlight 

 

AIPAC Experience 

 by Elaine and Gerry Gross 

In recent years there have been many 

articles written about the growing problem of 

Jews not associated with anything Jewish.  The 

writers of these articles should have attended 

the AIPAC Conference held this last March. 

Elaine and I attended this gathering of 18,000 

Jews and non-Jews. This was our first experi-

ence, and what we found most impressive was 

being surrounded by all types of Jews in sup-

port of Israel, Jews with no backgrounds, Re-

form, Conservative and Orthodox. AIPAC is an 

organization that has made its common goal of 

supporting Israel something all Jews could rally 

around. This was an experience that would give 

anyone a high on being Jewish and realizing 

how important it is to never forget our ties to 

Israel. 

The range and quality of the speakers at 

both the break-out and general sessions was 

amazing. Of course, this year we heard five of 

the presidential candidates speak to AIPAC. A 

special thank you to Larry and Annie Cohn for 

encouraging us to go to Washington. We hope 

that you will all consider joining us next year at 

AIPAC. It was an incredible experience. 

Pictured are Jeff and Robert Eisman, two of  the founders of the 8 AM 

minyan which recently celebrated its 19th anniversary. 
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JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz 

All types of construction – kitchens,  

bathrooms,  appliance installation and repairs 

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –  

if that’s what you wish! 

Great workmanship and even better service 

516 - 413 - 6095 

 

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO 

PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT 

THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO 

YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER 

PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW 

tel:516%20-%20413%20-%206095
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Shavuot brings celebration and recognition of our connection to Hashem and the Torah, and it also marks 

the YIP tradition of recognizing its new officers and board members. On behalf of our MALI Board of Direc-

tors, we express our gratitude to the outgoing YIP board and wish Hatzlacha Rabba to all of the new mem-

bers. So too, our Mikveh board will be undergoing some changes. We express our heartfelt thanks to Lisa 

Feldman who is rotating off the board to focus on law school and family. We are looking to fill several slots 

on our Board of Directors and encourage interested individuals to step forward and contact us so that we can 

continue to plan for the future of our Mikveh. We especially encourage our younger families to take on ac-

tive roles in helping to chair events and to help with other projects. 

We hope to reschedule our challah making event for women for an evening this summer and will share 

information soon. Our 18th Breakfast will also be scheduled for later this fall (tentative date Sunday morn-

ing, November 13). 

Our Mikveh is a fundamental part of Plainview and its surrounding Jewish communities, and we thank 

you for your continued support. 

 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

and the MALI Board 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS  

AND HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

Last year, 24 leaves were added to the Tree of 

Life in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat mitz-

vahs, weddings, the birth of children and grand-

children. Thank G-d, many of us have had simchas 

this past year, so why not take this time to donate 

a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !  

Also, we have one major Special Gift still availa-

ble – the Sandek’s Chair on the bimah – and we 

have lowered the donated price to $5,000. If you 

are interested in making this Special Gift in honor 

or in memory of a loved one, please see me. It is 

truly a wonderful opportunity. 

Marty Taub, Chairman Special Gifts Committee  

Dear Friends, 

 

As we pass Shani’s first Yarzeit, our 

family wishes to thank the greater Young 

Israel of Plainview community for the 

comfort, love, support and Chesed we 

have received in so many different ways. 

It has helped us immensely through a very 

difficult time in our lives. 

We appreciate the donations made in 

Shani’s memory to the Young Israel, 

HANC, Dror and other worthwhile causes. 

To those who knew Shani, we share with 

you the pride, love and respect we all had 

for her. She was an amazing and sensitive 

neshama. Thank you for sharing in our 

loss.  

May we all share in better times. 

 

With love and appreciation, 

The Kirschenbaum Family 
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Mazel Tov 
Grandparents, Cora and Jack Lessner, and parents, Jen 

and Marc, on the birth of Emily Claire 

Parents, Jordana Rothchild and Adam Farber, big broth-
ers, Ethan and Micah, and grandparents, Susy and Hank 

Rothchild, and Hinda and Eugene Farber, on the birth of a 

girl 

Grandparents, Rochelle and Joel Verstaendig, and par-

ents, Heather and Chaim Kagedan, on the birth of a Liana 

Carmella 

Grandparents, Annie and Larry Cohn, and parents, Eric 

and Neelie, on the birth of Ivy Madelyn 

The Zimmerman family on the Bat Mitzvah of Naomi 

Adam and Ilana Stock on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Fay and Steve Krawitz, and parents, Tali 

and Erik, on the birth of a boy  

Grandparents, Miriam and Marty Fisher, and parents, Jes-

sica Fisher and Ezra Sternstein, on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Debbie and Eddie Simpser, parents, Rachel 

and Dovid Sussman, and great grandparents, Golda May-

ers and Rose Simpser, on the birth of a boy 

Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum, Bernie Reisner, and Eddie 

Zweigbaum on the marriage of Jamie to Shane Saplitsky 

Ruth and Roni Lorbert, Temmy and Yisroel Elazary, and 
Ilana and Aaron Blackman on Leor’s engagement to Tzi-

vi Elazary  

Condolences 
Sarah Schwitzer on the loss of her mother, Helene 
Wallach 

Barbara Schmall Cohen on the loss of her father, 
Charles Schmall 

Monique Gross on the loss of her father, Armond 
Grunbergen 

Gary Weinick on the loss of his father, Marvin 
Wienick Mechel Ben Moshe 

Steve Katz on the loss of his father, Arthur Katz, Av-
raham ben Chezkel 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

JUNE 2016 

6/18/2016 FARBER (BABY SERENA) 

6/25/2016 GROSS (ABBY’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH & DARA’S 

BAT MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

11/5/2016 VILKAS (LEAH’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

JANUARY 2017 

1/13 & 14/2017 BAER (ORI’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

9/2/2017 LIEBERSTEIN (AVA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

11/10/2018 KAUFMAN (YISHAI’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

2/2/2019 GROVER (JOSHUA’S BAR MITZVAH)) 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL CALENDAR  

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you 

the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, 

Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be 

purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or 

family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to 

continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are 

inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is 

notified of your donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha 

B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium -   

     Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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     The Board of Trustees and a vote of 

the Membership, in keeping with current 

law governing minors and drinking, 

adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there 

be no consumption of alcohol by anyone 

under 21 years of age on synagogue 

premises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this poli-

cy is appreciated. 

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please con-

tact  Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or 

event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a 

bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive 

deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for details. 

as R. Lichtenstein once eloquently declared, “a stroll, rather 

than a hike through the forest,” offering us the opportunity to 

dwell on the single tree or flower that caught our eyes.  

The Thanksgiving prohibition seemed to run counter to 

our institution’s underlying philosophy. Rather than offering 

opportunity for breadth and depth, it squelched one of the 

sources for our individuality. We were the Americans! On off 

days we played baseball on the soccer field. We got Sports 

Illustrated delivered to our dorms. We imported cereal, tuna, 

and peanut butter from the States so that we might be spared 

the middle-Eastern cuisine. Outlawing Thanksgiving snatched 

the very basis of our uniqueness. 

The Rosh Yeshiva’s insistence, which seemed to counter 

the pervading spirit of our institution, emerged, we later con-

firmed, from a powerful sense of Har Etzion’s ambitious, 

spiritual formulation. Its singularity as an institution stemmed 

from the insistence that Americans, South Africans, Europe-

ans, and Australians assimilate in a Yeshivat Hesder and learn 

under the banner of Torat Eretz Yisrael. Guard duty was 

shared by all students. All classes were given in Hebrew. All 

learned in the same Beit Midrash and were imbued with a 

sense of shared destiny. 

Leaving to eat Turkey on Thanksgiving undercut the so-

cial unity and learning that our institution sought to build. 

While our Israeli brothers pore over their texts, we sneak out 

and revel in a foreign celebration. It is one thing to spend our 

leisure time with America’s pastime, yet always return to the 

Beit Midrash, it is another thing altogether to drop that very 

Beit Midrash, and the shared fate it represented, in favor of a 

singularly American practice. To leave, moreover, would at 

once relegate our Yeshiva’s normative students to second 

class and detach ourselves from the society that so openly 

welcomed us and in which we participated with such gusto. 

It is not my intention, nor was it R. Lichtenstein's, with 

this story to outlaw Thanksgiving, or even to call its practice 

into question. As American Jews, it is our right and privilege 

to celebrate a mutual and pluralistic national holiday. Gather-

ing with family for turkey, under the banner of an American 

Holiday can be assimilated comfortably into our religious 

worldview. 

My (absent) experience of Thanksgiving at Yeshivat Har 

Etzion, however, offers a model for our own struggles with 

creativity, individuality and the formation of a unified com-

munity. We believe strongly in fostering uniqueness and sin-

gularity, leaving doors open to explore the many avenues of 

religious experience and service of God. As much as we want 

Halachists and Daveners, we desire poets, musicians, and 

authors as well. Nevertheless, R. Lichtenstein’s words offer a 

model for self-definition. Each community, even as it encour-

ages individuality, can and should define its standards and 

ideals, and even, if necessary, reject the actions that undercut 

or undermine them.  

The practice of “standard setting” often seems to run 

counter to our philosophical milieu; it rejects our inculcated 

sense of the democratic religious experience. It is for this rea-

son that we as a community often shy away from the declara-

tion of standards, from the insistence that certain actions are 

beyond acceptable. Yet, the significant part of the success of 

our sundry communities throughout history has been the in-

sistence upon a measure of conformity, a sense that certain 

actions are beyond the pale. The Chasidim for example em-

braced individuality and creativity like no other sect in histo-

ry, yet at the same time demanded a set of norms such as 

dress. 

As the American Modern Orthodox community, and so 

too our microcosm here in Plainview, reaches maturity, we 

are now challenged to define our vision. It may be a broad 

vision, that allows for options, individuality, and creativity. 

Yet it must have standards. We are imbued with the responsi-

bility to begin to debate and ultimately establish the ideals 

and norms that define our community and will thus grant it 

power and longevity. Where will we draw our lines? What 

standards do we set for our varied schools? What will our 

sundry synagogues look like? What standards must exist in 

our homes? Self-definition requires courage; and we seek to 

form a broad and encompassing vision. That vision must be 

formed, established, and pursued, though with standards that 

protect our essential qualities. Ultimately, we must define 

where we may park.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Rabbi’s Study 
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

 

To place an order for a yahrzeit 

plaque or for additional infor-

mation, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  
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