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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

 
Chanukah and the State of  Israel  

 
 by Judah  Kerbel ,  Rabbinic In tern 

December 2017 -  Kislev/Tevet 5778 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

As we approach the 70th anniversary of Israel’s independence, it is appropri-

ate to reflect on the miraculousness of the founding of the state. Interestingly, 

Chanukah provides us with a useful paradigm for this purpose. The first mention 

of Chanukah appears in Megillat Ta’anit, a written document, predating the 

Mishnah that lists many days in which fasting and eulogizing are prohibited due 

to achievements of the Hasmonean dynasty. Most of those days, according to 

the Gemara, are no longer observed, but Chanukah remains. Why does Chanu-

kah remain but not the others? 

Chanukah really marks two miracles. One is the unlikely military victory, 

and the other is the miracle of the oil lasting longer than it should have. The for-

mer is described in the Book of Maccabees but not the Talmud, and the latter 

receives mention in the Talmud but not in the Book of Maccabees.  After the 

war, despite the prior success of the Hasmoneans, this dynasty may have be-

come corrupted, and Chazal seem to avoid acknowledging them.  Ramban sug-

gests that their sin was, among other things, the mixing religion and politics. 

Thus, the Talmud only mentions the miracle of the oil, the book of Maccabees is 

omitted from Tanakh, and all other holidays in Megillat Ta’anit are nullified, 

except for Chanukah, due to the miracle of the oil. 

Rambam, however, marks both aspects about Chanukah, and this perhaps 

sends an important message about the duality of Chanukah. On the one hand, we 

acknowledge that a group of heroes stood up for Torah and were willing to give 

their lives for it. On the other hand, we have to recognize God’s hand in these 

events. A military victory can easily be dismissed as the product of human en-

deavor. Yet, the miracle of the oil gives us an added dimension of divine mira-

cle. So too, we should be proud of the accomplishments of the IDF, which has 

valiantly fought for the Jewish people, but we should also recognize that Israel’s 

victories have been nothing short of miraculous. This generates the imperative 

to praise God for all of the good we have received. 
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By the time you read this, all the Thanksgiving leftovers should be out of the fridge, and our thoughts are 

turning toward Chanukah. Growing up in a very “mixed” neighborhood in Brooklyn, the day after Thanksgiv-

ing signaled the beginning of the season where houses would be adorned with colored, blinking lights, lawns 

would be filled with ornate displays, and every other commercial on TV was designed to entice people to 

spend money on holiday gifts. 

Through it all, though, I never really felt ‘cheated’ out of anything. In fact, as a family, we enjoyed driving 

around the neighborhood looking at all the displays. We’d count how many decorated homes “were on your 

side of the car, and how many on mine,” always convinced that my dad knew which streets to drive down so 

‘their side’ would rack up the count. 

Not much has changed over the years, except that many of the holiday displays are more ornate, with the 

‘biggest and best’ making it to the pages of Newsday. With the exception of the big Chabad menorah that 

makes it to the paper, and to a small segment on News12 and Fios1, I don’t really see too much Chanukah-

centered coverage. And that’s OK. 

While we adorn our homes with lights, too, our lights are inside. The small chanukiah that sits in our win-

dow is there for all to see, but it doesn’t light up the neighborhood; instead, it fills our homes with warmth and 

joy, and the reminder that we have so much to be thankful for.  

So this Chanukah, as we indulge in latkes and sufganiyot, and play competitive dreidel games, let’s not 

forget that there are families in our community who can use our help. Please consider donating to a local food 

pantry, spending some time in a soup kitchen, or helping to deliver meals to those who cannot get out of their 

homes. Help make someone else’s holiday special. 

May the lights of the approaching holiday brighten your homes and fill them with joy and happiness. From 

me and Susan, Sarah and Brian, and Julie and Josh, wishes for a very happy Chanukah. 

Alan 

President's Pen 

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, 

Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your 

donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized 

message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium -  Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas  at 931-6848 or email at Vilkasmd@aol.com 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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What a great few months the Sisterhood has had! Our annual Sisterhood calendar was created and distrib-

uted to the community, under the leadership of Shmuela Sternbach. I want to thank the committee for all of 

their hard work. We had our first Sisterhood general membership meeting of the year followed a fun and fash-

ionable hat sale. Thank you to everyone who came and made a quorum and stayed and shopped! 

During chol hamoed, we had a fun mahjong night under the stars! Thank you to Barbra Cohen and Elaine 

Gross for organizing such a fun event! Right after the Chagim, we as a community, welcomed our new mem-

bers with a new family tea. Hosted by the Grosses, many families shmoozed and got to know each other a lit-

tle better 

The Sisterhood just recently had our biggest event of the year, our annual Sisterhood dinner. This year we 

honored the well deserving past president, Sarah Gross. I want to thank the amazing dinner committee, chaired 

by Wendy Ofer and Perri Wallowitz, for all their hard work and everyone who attended to make this night so 

special. Next on the horizon is a fun new event, a murder mystery night! Please come and enjoy this whodun-

nit which is sure to be a fun and interesting night! 

I want to thank my amazing board for all the hard work they do to make the Sisterhood run so smoothly 

and thank you to the community for attending these events and making them so successful! 

Michelle Meir 

Sisterhood President 

Sisterhood Spotlight 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Thyme Marketplace - Shabbos Special 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact  

Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com 
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YOUTH 
Believe it or not, but we are now in the midst of our third years as youth directors. So far, 

we have had a bunch of really nice holiday events. For Rosh Hashanah we painted tzedekah 

boxes and Kiddush cups. This year for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we tried something a 

little bit different and brought in a storytelling clown to supplement the babysitting. He was 

funny, and his entertainment effectively broke up the long spans for the children. For Sukkot, 

we made various arts and crafts projects, enjoyed edible sukkahs, and decorated the shul suk-

kah. We also went on a chol ha’moed field trip, had a riddle infused treasure hunt sukkah hop 

all across town, and spirited kiddie hakafot.  

Shabbos morning group are at an all-time high. We have excellent youth leaders this year 

who are fun, responsible, and committed to creating exceptional groups. Although some kids 

still need some encouragement every now and then - our goal is to make groups a place where 

kids want to be. A place that kids can look forward to and are excited to run up the stairs when 

arriving at shul each week. We have a nice balance of davening, parsha, and games. We are 

constantly striving to enrich our game repertoire with the newest card and board games, as 

well as trying all sorts of silly and wacky circle games.  

With a special thanks to Bradley Goldsammler and all of his enthusiastic devotion, we 

have also revived Tot Shabbat. It has been a huge hit so far and promises to be a regular staple 

in our Shabbos morning programming. We’ve incorporated only the most successful aspects 

from neighboring shuls and added our own Plainview touch to create a super-welcoming, edu-

cational, and enjoyable atmosphere for our toddlers.  

We have also changed the way we break up the age groups, and re-arranged the class-

rooms upstairs. This has allowed us to re-allocate our greatest resources to the younger aged 

children, which thanks to all of our new members and young couples, is the largest and fastest 

growing segment of the YIP youth family. We have also acquired additional space downstairs 

for the older children who can better utilize the open space so as to not sacrifice their program-

ming. We certainly have made some changes, but all in effort to improve our youth program-

ming at YIP. 

Lastly, with the winter season upon us we have some exciting events on the horizon. 

With the early Shabbos start and end times, night activities are now back on our agenda – in-

cluding Friday night Shabbos dinners, Saturday night movies and Saturday night learning 

events. Over the span of four weeks, we’ve either hosted or have plans to host everyone from 

grades 2 to 12 for meals. So far, the meals have all been such a blast, due to popular demand, 

we hope to host another round later in the year. And stay tuned for our annual Chanukah trip to 

laser bounce. 

Daniel and Jessica Sultan 



The Shaliach Page 6 

Our Plainview Mikveh is an independent organization that depends upon the support of its community, and 

on behalf of our Board, we greatly appreciate those who responded to our recent Rosh Hashanah appeal. All 

funds go towards the costs of our everyday operations and facilities improvement, and this year, it also 

helped us to pay off our mortgage! 

 

We also wish to acknowledge the generous support of our MALI 365 Club members, who help to sustain our 

Mikveh every single day. As of this writing, we have 35 member families, but please remember that it’s nev-

er too late to join the club, and it only costs $1 a day. Please visit the Mikveh’s website for more information 

at www.limikveh.org. A wonderful musical café night has been planned for Saturday night, Dec. 30th featur-

ing the talents of Craig Resmovits and Mordy Weinstein of Six13 and vocalist Yonatan Shlagbaum. MALI 

365 members will receive complimentary tickets, and we look forward to a great event. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

  

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

MALI Co-Presidents 
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEME-

TERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTI-

TLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG IS-

RAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUT-

SIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY 

HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-

2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY 

ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL OF 

PLAINVIEW OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE  

YOUR SIMCHAS  

AND HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

In the past two years, over 40 leaves 

were added to the Tree of Life in the lob-

by, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs, 

weddings, the birth of children and grand-

children, and other celebrations. Thank G

-d, many of us have had simchas this 

past year, so why not take this time to 

donate a leaf ($72) and add to the grow-

ing Tree of Life !  

If you are interested, please contact me. 

Marty Taub 
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Mazal Tov 
Toby and Josh Brenner on the birth of a boy 

Karen and Josh Friedman on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter Tzipporah 

Rabbinic Intern, Judah Kerbel, on his engage-

ment to Eliana Shields of Silver Spring, Mar-

yland 

Tina and Ari Abraham, and brother Noah, on 

the birth of twins, a boy and a girl 

Louis and Rochelle Sroka on the birth of a 

girl to Elana and Binyomin Berlin 

Ilene Feldstein on being honored by AMIT at 

their annual Greater Long Island Gala 

Cindy and Ariel Gross, and siblings, Penina 

and Noah, on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Angela and Steve Hubelashvil-

li, and great grandmother, Shalva Hubelash-

villi, on the birth of a boy to Amanda and 

Robert Sulaymanov 

Norma Hill on the birth of Tamar Dahlia to 

Miriam and Daniel Hill 

Louise and Douglas Mund on the birth of a 

boy to Melanie Mund and Meir Dashevsky 

Sherri and Steve Brunner on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter Haley 

Anne and Eddie Fryman, and Joyce and Ir-

ving Gomolin, on the wedding of Ariella and 

Scott 

Elaine and Gerry Gross on the birth of a girl 

to Amira and Benny 

Leah and Rabbi Eric Levy on the engagement 

of their daughter Elana to Akiva Leidner of 

Teaneck 

Judy and Abe Alper on the birth of a boy to 

Sara and Eliayahu Rayvych 

Anne and Eddie Fryman on the birth of boy to 

Rachel and David Fryman 

Rima and Michael Zalmonovich on the birth 

of Elizabeth 

Welcome New Members 
Ora and Craig Fryman 

Josh and Shanee Kirschenbaum, and their 

children, Rami and Oren 

Chaim and Ronit Wollstein 

Condolences 
Linda Brody on the loss of her sister, Renee 

Taft 

Stephen Braverman on the loss of his father, 

Aaron Braverman, Aharon Ben Yisrael 

Rachel Lichtman on the loss of her mother, 

Bertha Klein, Bayla Dina bat Yehoshua 

Gayle Neumann on the loss of her mother, 

Marilyn Kass, Miriam bat Malka 

Larry Pollack on the loss of his mother, Terri 

Pollack, Tulzah Sara bas Meir Halevi 

Jeannie Appleman on the loss of her father 

Francis Ritter 

Richard Plutzer on the loss of his mother, 

Anne Plutzer, Chana bas Idel 

Deborah Plutzah on the loss of her father, 

Bernard Fuchs, Baruch Tzvi ben Yitzchok 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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DECEMBER 2017 

12/23/2017 ZIVA ABRAHAM BABY NAMING 

12/24/2017 BLOOD DRIVE 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

2/10/2018 JASON EISMAN AUFRUF 

2/18/2018 YOUNG ISRAEL JOURNAL DINNER 

 

MARCH 2018 

3/17/2018 ETHAN FLOUMANHAFT BAR MITZVAH 

 

APRIL 2018 

4/11/2018 YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 

 

MAY 2018 

5/26/2018 MICHAEL MALC AUFRUF 

 

 

JUNE 2018 

6/2/2018 EZRA COHEN BAR MITZVAH 

6/16/2018 MICHAEL SPINDEL AUFRUF (BET MIDRASH) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

10/1/2018 HELPRIN 10TH YAHRZEIT KIDDUSH FOR  

DEBORAH’S MOTHER,  ESTHER SLAVIN 

10/27/2018 MATTHEW ARI HOCH BAR MITZVAH 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

11/10/2018 YISHAY KAUFMAN  BAR MITZVAH 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

2/2/2019 JOSHUA GROVER BAR MITZVAH 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

12/7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT  BAT MITZVAH (BET 

MIDRASH) 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL  CALENDAR  

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please 

contact  Office Manager, Rivkah Itzhaky by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 

100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose 

or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except 

for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to re-

ceive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for 

details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of 

the Membership, in keeping with current 

law governing minors and drinking, 

adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be 

no consumption of alcohol by anyone 

under 21 years of age on synagogue 

premises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this poli-

cy is appreciated. 

Dear Friends of YIP, 

This year has been a very difficult year for me and my family. Losing both parents within a few months was devas-

tating. 

You all stepped up to the plate and were by my side during this time.  A special thanks to my dear friends Judy 

Kriegsman, Joyce Gomolin and Chana Jacobs who organized, delivered and made sure we had more than enough food 

for each meal. 

Thank you for visiting me during my time of need and to all the men and boys who went out of their way to be at 

my home each night for the minyans. 

Thank you Alvin Smilow and Doug Mund who I now call my Kaddish buddies. I truly had no idea how to say the 

Kaddish, and you were both terrific teachers who helped me succeed. 

May this New Year bring good health, happiness and joy to all. 

Sherri Malc 
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for 

additional information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO  

 

JOE MEISNER  FOR PRINTING 



 

Young Israel of Plainview 

132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY  11803 

 

Stamp 


