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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

The Jewish Joke 

December 2015 -  Tevet 5776 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

“Jerry, it's our sense of humor that sustained us as a people for 3000 

years,” were the words uttered by Tim, Jerry Seinfeld’s season 8 recently 

converted dentist.  The purposefully ironic observation plays on the ele-

mental truth that humor, the art of the joke, represents one of the essential 

qualities of the diaspora existence.  Certainly the joke claimed prominence in 

the market places and salons, however its presence in the Beit Midrash was 

by no means a forgone conclusion.  The Talmud (Shabbat 30a) declares that 

the experience of learning should be marked by seriousness and awe, a 

healthy sense of celebration, precluding scoffing and buffoonery, and per-

haps even a joke.  Nevertheless, the Talmud (Pesachim 117a) recalls that the 

great sage Raba routinely opened his classes with milta debedichuta, a droll 

comment.  It was after his light comment that he settled into the more earnest 

task of Torah study. 

Noting Raba’s practice, the 19th Century scholar R. Yechiel Epstein 

wonders why this passage received no attention from Halachik commen-

taries.  The joke’s place or even prominence in Torah discourse could prove 

a fruitful discussion.  “Perhaps their reason [for its omission],” he theorizes, 

“was that in these generations the discussion would only lead to bittul Torah 

(the relinquishment of Torah study).” 

Every successful speaker or educator comprehends the power of a hu-

morous line.  It captivates an audience, grabs their attention, hopefully in or-

der to flood their open minds with wisdom.  Every educator knows as well 

the surge of adrenaline produced by the laughter that follows a successful 

and well-told witticism.  In these generations, R. Epstein notes, the joke can 

expand beyond its role as opener or complement to the main event. 

The far reach of the internet, even with all its dangers, has opened the 

doors of the Beit Midrash to myriads of Jews.  It has also promoted personal-

ities who share their Torah thoughts through various websites.  A quick scan 

of these newly famous personas reveals that, with deadpan tones and timing, 
(Continued on page 5) 
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www.yiplainview.com 

The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com 

The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com 

The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MA-

LI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  

All other mail should be mailed directly to the recipient to in-

sure it is read in a timely fashion. For example, all Sisterhood 

mail must be mailed to the home address of the person in 

charge of the activity that you desire (Calendar, Mishloach 

Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information 

about where to direct your mail is usually included in the fly-

ers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Chodesh Kislev Tov, with the hope that the festival of Chanukah will usher in brightness to our lives, 

which have recently witnessed such dark and difficult times, especially for our fellow Jews in Israel. Even 

during the darkest days, may we be able to recognize the good and the light that surrounds us and connects us 

to our brothers and sisters in hope. 

  

Our Mikveh is an independent organization that depends upon the support of its community, and on behalf 

of our Board, we greatly appreciate those who responded to our Rosh Hashanah letter. All funds go towards 

the costs of our everyday operations and facilities improvement. We also wish to acknowledge the generous 

support of our MALI 365 club members, who help to sustain our Mikveh every single day. Remember that 

it’s only $1 a day, and it’s never too late to join. 

  

We hope to partner with YIP to co-sponsor an evening of entertainment in January to benefit both our shul 

and the Mikveh. More information will follow, and an evening for ladies-only is also being planned for early 

spring. Be on the look-out for a Tzedakah Box Design Challenge, an opportunity for artists young or old to 

create a whole new look that will be used on new boxes for the Mikveh.  About 20 years ago, MALI tzed-

akah boxes were distributed to families in our Plainview community. If it’s been a while since you've had 

yours emptied, please contact Ed Ehrlich. 

  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

Co-Presidents 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHAS  

AND HONOR LOVED ONES ! 

Last year, 24 leaves were added to the Tree of Life in the lobby, celebrating bar 

and bat mitzvahs, weddings, the birth of children and grandchildren. Thank G-d, 

many of us have had simchas this past year, so why not take this time to donate 

a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !  

Also, we have one major Special Gift still available – the Sandek’s Chair on the 

bimah – and we have lowered the donated price to $5,000. If you are interested 

in making this Special Gift in honor or in memory of a loved one, please see me. 

It is truly a wonderful opportunity. 

May the entire community and Klal Yisroel have a Shana Tovah. 

Marty Taub, Chairman Special Gifts Committee  
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JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz 

All types of construction – kitchens,  

bathrooms,  appliance installation and repairs 

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –  

if that’s what you wish! 

Great workmanship and even better service 

516 - 413 - 6095 

 

tel:516%20-%20413%20-%206095
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they are masters of comic art. 

It is a necessity, one could argue, in the twenty-first century.  Competing with the ever growing modes 

of entertainment, Torah must sell itself to an overexposed generation.  Still, I can’t help but feel, that this 

“necessity” is not somehow tinged with tragedy.  It has become commonplace for the new crop of re-

nowned scholars to regale rapt audiences with amusing tales and cynical barbs, while substance ends up 

on the cutting room floor.  Sources, text-study, once staples of the traditional Torah lecture, now serve as 

unfortunate obscurities to an entertaining personality.  More than once, I have heard a student or listener 

lament an orator’s unfortunate decision to invest time in source material, that took away from the joy of 

unsubstantiated speculation and one-liners. 

Unfortunately, R. Yechiel Epstein’s theory proved prescient: The joke, particularly in our generation, 

has evolved beyond its role as garnish to become the main course. Very little Torah is now brought to the 

table.  Tim, a shallow character in search of “total joke immunity,” insists that sense of humor is the ulti-

mate guarantor of Jewish continuity. We, the inheritors of a rich and diverse tradition, know better.  Ora-

tors will meet the demands of their audience.  We, as consumers of Torah, must demand substance and 

interpretation.  Raba opened with jocularity, but captivated and closed with the substance of Torah.  From 

our own educators we must insist on nothing less. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rabbi’s Study 
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New Family Welcome Bag 

 

Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, 

advertisement, give away, etc), please contact  

Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com  
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL 

AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF PLAINVIEW. 

 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PUR-

CHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND 

OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMU-

NITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW 
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     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors and 

drinking, adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on 

synagogue premises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

11/5/2016 VILKAS (LEAH’S BAT MITZVAH) 

11/12/2016 NEUMANN (DARA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

11/10/2018 KAUFMAN (YISHAI’S BAR MITZVAH) 

K IDDUSH  /  S HUL CALENDAR  To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calen-

dar, please contact  Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-

mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-

433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for 

any purpose or event without the knowledge and approv-

al of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in ad-

vance except for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be availa-

ble to receive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to 

Abe Alper for details. 

Seforim Dedication 
 

YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, 

Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family 

member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the 

shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your 

donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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Mazel Tov 
Susan and Alan Fromm on the engagement of Ju-

lie to Josh Abergel, and to his parents, Tracey and 

Robert Kirsch of Teaneck, New Jersey 

Shelley and Gary Katz on the engagement of Gabi 

to Craig Resmovits and to his parents, Fern and 

Marvin of Great Neck 

Joanne and Billy Mlotok and family on the birth 

of a boy to Chana and Sam 

Ena and Yoram Haase on Noa Tal's engagement 

to Jonathan Denning, son of Rochelle and Brad 

Denning 

Youth Directors, Daniel and Jessica Sultan, and 

big brother Ronald, on the birth of a boy 

The Levitskys who, after being long time mem-

bers of YIP for 40 years, are moving on to their 

next stage of life as "snow birds" commuting be-

tween the Hamptons and Boca 

Miriam and Marty Fisher on the birth of a grand-

son, and to the parents, Sara and Robert  

Jason and Chavi Kersch on the birth of a son, and 

to the grandparents Debbie and Ave Gold 

Ann Cohn on being  chosen as honoree at the an-

nual dinner of the Long Island Amit 

Shoshana Guterman on making aliyah to Eretz 

Yisroel 

Atara and Dan Marzouk on the Bar Mitzvah of 

their sons, Noah and Ben, and to the extended 

Manheim and Marzouk families 

Aleksandra and David Berns, on moving into 

Plainview, and on the birth of Rachel Noa, and to 

the grandparents, Rhonda and Brian Berns 

Susan and Alan From on Brian’s Marriage to Sa-

rah Epstein 

Wendy and Eyal Ofer, and big brothers, Sam and 

Caleb, on the birth of a boy 

Grandparents, Abe and Judy Alper and family on 

the birth of a boy to Sara and Eliyahu Rayvych 

Chana and Sol Jacobs on Yoni's marriage to Tam-

mi Scharf  

Marsha and Jack Nass on the birth of a grand-

daughter, Juliet Lilly, to Rachel and Jared Fried-

mann 

The Sclair family on the birth of a boy to Juliana 

and Seth Sclair  

Ariane and Robert Eisman on being chosen as 

honorees for the Hanc Journal Dinner 

Kessler and Lieb families on the Bar Mitzvah of 

Jaden, and to the grandparents, Hedva and Ed-

mund Kessler, and Michelle Lieb, and siblings 

Kayla and Jonah 

Condolences 
David Gonen on the loss of his mother  

Marci Karoll on the loss of her father, Sheldon 

Factor 

Roni Lorbert on the loss of his mother, Shayndel 

Bas Shimon 

Phil Kurlander on the loss of his father, Martin 

Kurlander, Matityahou ben Yosef 

Rena Roos on the loss of her father, Rabbi How-

ard Safier 

David Abergel on the loss of his mother, Claudine 

bat Fortuna 

Ira Mark on the loss of his brother, Marvin Mark 

Yonni Akhavah on the loss of his father Siman 

Akhavan 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

Welcome New Members 
Alex and David Berns  

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

 

To place an order for a yahrzeit 

plaque or for additional infor-

mation, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING  

FOR THEIR DONATION  

OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME: 

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING 

JOE MEISNER  PRINTING 

RITA RUBIN MAILING 
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