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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  

The Beauty of the Chanuka Candles 

December 2014 -  Tevet 5775 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

According to the Talmud (Sab 21b), the Mitzvah of Chanuka candles may 

be fulfilled with just one single candle per household on each night of the holi-

day.  The opportunity for mehadrin, the beautification of the mitzvah, inspires 

the one lighting the candle to add a new candle for each night, culminating with 

eight. 

Normally, Halacha rejects excessive measures to achieve Mitzvah beautifi-

cation.  For example, one is enjoined to eat a simple meal on Shabbat rather than 

use valuable charitable funds to purchase fancier dishes. Better to buy a sub-

standard Etrog, rather than spend excessively.  Does the same rule hold true for 

Chanuka candles? 

The Shulchan Aruch, Code of Jewish Law, (671:1) states that one must 

knock on doors, collecting money, in order to purchase Chanuka candles.  Be-

cause Chanuka candles publicize the miracle, we insist that Jews make maxi-

mum effort in order to fulfill their responsibility.  The Mishna Berurah wonders 

if someone must collect only enough to have one candle per night, as is the base 

Mitzvah, or must one collect enough to fulfill the requirements of beautification 

so you can add a candle each night? 

The Mishna Berurah concludes that, since adding a candle each night is only 

mehadrin, we need not collect for extras.  However, Rambam (Chanuka 4:12) 

implies that one should collect enough to continue to add candles each night, 

beyond the base requirement. 

Why should Chanuka candles be different than other Mitzvot which don’t 

require us to take extensive measures in order to fulfill mehadrin, beautification? 

When it comes to Chanuka candles the beauty isn’t an external requirement, 

a complement, rather it is essential to the Mitzvah.  The Mitzvah of lighting 

Chanuka candles is not only about the act of light, but about lighting beautifully.  

Aesthetics don’t just enhance the Mitzvah, they make it. 

There is often a tension in our religious life.  We seek authenticity, and often 

in the process reject public displays as shallow and materialistic.  Ironically, 

when it comes to Chanuka that public display, the image, plays a critical role. It 

is a mitzvah which demands publicity and audacity.  
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     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is 

received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire 

(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). 

Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the 

flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

This issue of the Shaliach is my first opportunity to thank in writing all those whose efforts helped 

us during the recent Chagim.  These folks worked quietly, behind the scenes, not looking for acco-

lades or acknowledgement. This is in fact how virtually everything happens in our shul—a dedicated 

group of people volunteer their time and talent for the good of the entire shul.  I urge you to consider 

joining these individuals on our various committees. In addition we welcome your thoughts and ideas 

in ways we can improve the membership experience.  

 

One specific idea that we would like to explore is developing a “history” of our shul. We have a 

number of our founding and early members living in the community, and we should take the oppor-

tunity to record their recollections of how our shul was founded and built. While we have a number of 

ideas about the form which this history can take, we will leave it to a committee to develop it further. I 

am looking for a volunteer to lead and folks to join this committee. Please let me know if you have 

any interest in this important project. 

 

I would be remiss if I did not comment on the situation in Israel. Certainly it is on our minds and in 

our tefilot every day. Our community has responded very actively and positively and we continue to 

explore ways in which we can be supportive.  It is my hope that the upcoming Chanukah holiday 

brings an end to the violence and illuminates the path to peace.   

 

Eddie 

President's Pen 

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, 

Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family 

member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the 

shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your 

donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com


The Shaliach Page 4 

As the month of Kislev begins, we eagerly 

await the festival of Chanukah.  We think of 

candles, gifts and latkes. We think of the mir-

acle of the oil.  This year, when we remember 

the determination of the Maccabees we must 

take inspiration from the victory of the small 

band of Jews against the great army of our 

enemy.  We must remember that our voices 

and our actions in support of Eretz Yisrael 

make a difference.  We must celebrate the 

victory of the past as we anticipate the victory 

of the future. 

Chag Chanukah Sameach from the  

YIP Sisterhood  

Deborah Plutzer  and Sandra Katz,  

Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Spotlight 

MALI News 
Chodesh Kislev Tov, with the hope that the festival of Chanukah will usher in brightness to our lives, 

which have recently witnessed such difficult times for our fellow Jews. Even during the darkest days, may 

we be able to recognize the good and the light that surrounds us and connects us to our brothers and sisters in 

hope. 

Safety and security are always of utmost importance, and the Mikveh Association is putting several 

measures into place to ensure that our Mikveh remains a safe center of sanctity. The premises have been 

checked, landscaping has been trimmed back, and additional lighting and security cameras will be installed 

over the next few months.  In addition to recent physical enhancements in the preparation rooms, full-length 

mirrors (requested by women) will also be installed. We are grateful for the ongoing support we receive in 

order to incorporate these changes.  A donor wall will be installed to acknowledge the original gifts that were 

made to open the Mikveh, and other donation opportunities are still available. 

We hope to have a family-friendly event to benefit the Mikveh in early winter, and in addition, be on the 

look-out for a Tzedakah Box Design Challenge, an opportunity for artists young or old to create a whole new 

look that will be used on new boxes for the Mikveh.  About twenty years ago, MALI tzedakah boxes were 

distributed to families in our Plainview community. If it’s been a while since you've had yours emptied, 

please contact Ed Ehrlich. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan 

MALI Co-Presidents 

Thank you to the entire YIP community for 

your love and support during and after shiva for my 

mother, Kayla Factor. Your help during this difficult 

time made Sandy and I realize, even more, how spe-

cial Plainview is to our family.  

 

Fondly, 

Marci Karoll 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Fami-

ly Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 

Pearls - challah and challah Roll 

Unique Judaica– special welcome gift 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the 

bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please 

contact Jen Hoch at thehochfamily@verizon.net or 

Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com  

mailto:thehochfamily@verizon.net
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YOUTH 
Shalom to all YIP families! 

B”H we have had lots of fun programs for children of all ages over the past three months!  

Stay tuned for our exciting Chanuka events (such as the Chanuka Chagiga C(h)arnival and the Menorah Making 

Contest), as well as upcoming teen shabbatons! 

There have been news reports of heightened synagogue surveillance by Nassau County police in light of the events 
in Israel. We have been told that the police do not believe that there is any local threat at this time. The official youth 

committee policy is that children should be in groups or next to their parents (neither outside nor in the hallways).  We 

want to be sure everyone stays safe.  Thank you! 

We are proud to host NCSY's 'Latte & Learning,' where teens can learn Torah in a relaxed and fun setting.  Every 

Thursday night, (at Dunkin Donuts) our teens ask questions, voice their feelings, and connect with each other after a 

long week.  For more info about Plainview's Latte and Learning, contact Eli Weinstein. 

We are happy to announce that children of all ages have been LOVING the ice cream kiddush after Shabbos morn-

ing groups!  Please tell your child to come to groups so s/he can enjoy a wonderful treat!  Three cheers for ice cream! 

All children are invited to the 3rd- 6th grade room after the ice cream kiddush for a parsha roundup with Josh.  Yummy 

snacks are given out to children who stay and participate!. 

Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an oneg, sponsoring one of our fun programs, or 

sharing any constructive criticism… we would be happy to hear from you! Our email address is youthdirec-

tor@yiplainview.com. With best wishes for peace and happiness for all children in Plainview and Israel.  

Josh, Sara, Zevi, and Miri Maltzman  David Bienenfeld 

YIP Youth Directors  Youth Committee Co-Chair 

mailto:youthdirector@yiplainview.com
mailto:youthdirector@yiplainview.com
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DR. MITCHELL GREENBAUM 

BOARD CERTIFIED FOOT SPECIALIST 

AMERICAN BOARD OF PODIATRIC SURGERY 

 

Chief of Podiatry 

St. Francis Hospital 

 

Serving the Roslyn/Plainview Communities and 

Surrounding Areas for Over 20 Years! 

 

Call Today for Medical and Surgical Treatment of  

• Diabetic Foot Disorders • Heel & Arch Pain 

• Reconstructive Surgery • Sports Medicine 

• Orthotics • Bunions • Warts 

• Ingrown Nails • Fungal Nails 

14 Glen Cove Road 

Roslyn 

516-484-1444 

525 Woodbury Road 

Plainview 

516-433-3353 
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ISRAEL TEEN TOUR OPTIONS 
 by Danielle Kurlander 

High school students interested in visiting Israel over the summer have numerous opportuni-

ties with different programs and organizations.  Most trips consist of 5 weeks touring and learning 

about Israel as well as partaking in different hikes and chesed projects.   Each organization that runs 

a trip has a slightly different focus.  For those possibly interested in going on one of these trips, now 

is the time to begin researching. 

I was lucky enough to go on Aryeh Elite, which offers an optional 10 day trip to Europe, 

where teens visits various Jewish communities as well as some of the more popular tourist attrac-

tions.  Aryeh Elite takes you on some of the most incredible hikes in Israel (and Europe), but does 

not sacrifice interesting cultural events and varied educational programs and locations.  It was an 

incredible experience and even better, I was able to make new friends from far away places like 

New Jersey, Florida, Australia, and France.  This tour limits the number of participants to one bus.  

The experiences I shared with my new friends in Israel will be cherished for a long time. 

There are many other organizations that run summer programs to Israel.  Many of the trips 

offer an optional four day specialty segment, where you can choose between activities such as Yam 

L’Yam, chesed, wilderness, army, or hesder.  Mach Hach Ba’Aretz, which is run by Bnei Akiva, is 

the largest trip with six buses from the United States and Canada.  Sulam, which is run by Camp 

Morasha, is similar to Mach Hach but is smaller. Both focus on having an enjoyable experience 

while exploring Israel and meeting new friends. 

Camp Koby is a program that tours and hikes throughout Israel, including a chesed week 

with Israeli teens who have lost a parent or sibling to terrorists or tragedy. Similarly, Give is an all 

girls program emphasising chesed. Na’aleh is an all boys tour through Camp Mesorah that com-

bines learning and touring. Yad B’Yad “brings high school students together with Yachad members 

(young adults and teens with special needs) on a fabulous touring adventure” around Israel. Which-

ever trip you decide to go on, you will have an amazing experience and create lasting friendships 

and memories.  

Re-Activating the Tree of Life 

We are “re-activating” the Tree of Life in the Shul lobby. 

Interested in honoring a birth in the family, a Bar or Mat Mitzvah, a marriage, an anniversary ? 

Donating a leaf on the Tree of Life used to be a great opportunity…..now it is again. 

Just $72 per leaf. 

Please take a look at the over 100 leaves that have been engraved 

And send your requested inscription with a check to YIP, to: 

Marty Taub, 99 Plymouth Road, Plainview NY 11803. 
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JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz 

All types of construction – kitchens,  

bathrooms,  appliance installation and repairs 

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –  

if that’s what you wish! 

Great workmanship and even better service 

516 - 413 - 6095 

 

tel:516%20-%20413%20-%206095
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To All Our Friends and Fellow Congregants at YIP, 

We would like to convey our profound thanks and gratitude to all those  whose loving ef-

forts on our behalf these past weeks can only be described as monumental.  The gratitude we feel 

towards the entire YIP community is boundless for bringing as much comfort as was possible to 

our family at this most unfortunate time of our lives.  May you all be repaid by making only 

simachot into your old age and the arrival of the moshiach.  Bless you all! 

Dorothy and Arthur Ritholtz 

We wanted to thank the entire community 

for all that you have done for us when Yair 

was born. It means so much to us! Thank 

you!  

The Weissman Family 

A MESSAGE FROM  OUR YOETZET 
 by Avital Weissman 

As the holiday of Chanukah approaches, we are struck by the dual nature of the role of women 

in our religion. On a weekly basis, we see that women have an important role within religious Juda-

ism.  Women are the ones who are charged with lighting candles on Friday night.  This is often an 

intensely spiritual time for women, as they find a few moments to connect with Hashem. However, 

it is also a very private Mitzvah, a quiet representation of spirituality. Most often women light can-

dles in the privacy of their own homes, others are not present, not even their husbands. 

When we think about the main Mitzvah of Chanukah, we see a striking different view of candle 

lighting.  Lighting Chanukah candles is done publicly, at the window, so the world can see, so we 

can publicize the miracle of how Hashem saved the Jewish people and allowed the oil of the Beit 

haMikdash to remain lit for eight days, even though there was only enough oil to burn for one day. 

Women are obligated in the Mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles.  Yes, she may light together 

with her husband or father and be fulfilling the requirement, but she must be present and a part of 

the Mitzvah. She is required because,  women were also involved in the  "אף הן היו באותו הנס"

miracle. The miracles of Chanukah did not alone happen for the men. The women were saved as 

well. In fact we have some stories of famous women involved in Chanukah – Chana who sacrificed 

her children; and Yehudit, who very publicly stood up for herself and the Jewish people. 

These differences demonstrate the juxtaposition that Orthodox women feel today – on the one 

hand private and spiritual and on the other-hand, the need to stand up publicly for religious beliefs. 

We have been blessed with numerous learning opportunities whether on the internet, or in the 

broader orthodox community.  The challenge for women today is to take advantage of those oppor-

tunities, educate ourselves, and grow spiritually.  In doing so, we not only support the continued 

progress of women in general, but also educate and propel ourselves to greater spiritual heights. 

I would like to thank all of those who ex-

pressed condolences to me on the loss of my 

father.  The support of friends was felt and ap-

preciated.  We should only know from 

simachot. 

 

Malka Allweiss 
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ENTERTAINMENT 2015 BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED! 

 

Enjoy 50% savings on hotels, car rentals, movies, restaurants, local attrac-

tions, retail stores, and so much more. 

 

Long Island is only $25.00. 

 

All editions available. 

 

For more information contact  

Arlene Meisner at  

516-932-9615 
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     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the 

Membership, in keeping with current law 

governing minors and drinking, adopted the 

following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be 

no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 

21 years of age on synagogue premises or at 

synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy 

is appreciated. 

MARCH 2015 

3/1/2015 ISLER (SASHA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

3/15/2015 COHEN, CHERYL (REBECCA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

3/21/2015 WEISSMAN (TIFERET’S BAT MITZVAH) 

3/22/2015 FLAMENBAUM (FAGIE’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

AUGUST 2015 

8/2/2015 FRIEDMAN, CAREN (AVIVA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

8/9/2015 WEINICK (JORDAN’S BAT MITZVAH) 

8/16/2015 WOLFSTEIN (AVIRAM’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2015 

10/10/2015 MARZOUK (BEN’S AND NOAH’S BAR MITZ-

VAH) 

 

DECEMBER 2015   

LIEB (JADEN’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

11/12/2016 NEUMANN (DARA’S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

K IDDUSH  /  SHUL  C ALENDAR  

To reserve, remove or correct a date on 

the Shul calendar, please contact  Office 

Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 

516-433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by 

anyone for any purpose or event without the 

knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one 

week in advance except for a bris or a baby 

naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you 

must be available to receive deliveries of 

food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper 

for details. 

Young Israel of Plainview  

Meeting Schedule 

Board Membership 

June 29, 2014 July 13, 2014 

October 19, 2014 October 26, 2014 

December 7, 2014 January 4, 2015 

February 8,  2015   

March 15, 2015 
March 22, 2015 

Nominations from floor 

April 19, 2015 
April 26, 2015 

Elections 

The family of Sheran Kohn is deeply grateful 

to the many who helped out throughout  her illness 

and recent passing.  We greatly appreciated the nu-

merous bikur cholim and shiva visits, mail and other 

support that carried us through this difficult period. 

Jerry Kohn, Matthew Kohn, Carol Ledewitz, and 

Rhoda Dane 
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Mazel Tov to  
Lisa and Phil Floumanhaft on the Bar Mitzvah of Ja-

son 

Dorothy and Arthur Ritholtz on the engagement of 

their grandson Benjy to Shira Falk 

Parents, Shani and David Kaufman, grandparents, Ju-

dy and Joel Millman, and siblings, Eliana, Michal, and 

Yishai on the Bar Mitzvah of Sam 

Grandparents, Sharon and Steve Nachman, and par-

ents, Dena and Aaron  Tolkin, on the birth of Elizabeth 

Meg 

Grandparents, Bud and Rena Levy, and parents, Hal 

and Rebecca Levy, on the birth of a boy 

Yaffa and Aaron Bertel on the engagement of their 

daughter Orley Kay to Dr. Matt Kusher 

Debbie and Ave Gold on the engagement of their 

daughter Dara to Corey Fersel 

Grandparents, Shelly and Larry Solomon, and parents, 

Diane and Jonathan Brody, on the marriage of Avidan 

Brody to Lior Luzon in Israel 

Grandparents, Sheila and Barry Glanzman, parents, 

Rachel and Mike Lavi, and great aunt and uncle, 

Sandy and Barry Zweigman,on the birth of a girl 

Rabbi Elie and Yoetzet Avital Weissman, and the en-

tire family, on the birth of Yair 

Grandparents, Elaine and Gerry Gross, and parents, 

Amira and Benny Gross, on the birth of a girl 

Grandparents Shelly and Larry Solomon, and parents, 

Ilana and Ari Solomon,on the Bat Mitzvah of Kira Fay 

Merryl and Steve Hurtes on Michael’s marriage to 

Dassie Goldman, daughter of Edward and Devorah 

Goldman of Teaneck 

Shira & Marc Ornstein and Atara & Dan Marzouk on 

being selected as honorees at the YIP annual dinner 

Grandparents, Stu and Marlene Horowitz, and parents, 

Shabtai and Stacy Horowitz, on the birth of Avital Ma-

ya 

Susan and Alan Fromm on the engagement of their 

son Brian to Sarah Epstein 

Grandparents, Phyllis and Sandy Jacobson, and par-

ents, Julie and Howie Plotzker, on the Bar Mitzvah of 

Matthew 

Grandparents, Marsha and Jack Nass, and parents, 

Adina and Evan Nass, on the birth of Layla Link 

Welcome to New Members 
Rachel and Ethan Brandler 

Kayla Barth and Brandon Goldstein 

Condolences 
Dorothy and Arthur Ritholtz on the loss of their son 

Bruce  

Jerry Kohn on the loss of his wife Sheran 

May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG 

ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP 

COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL  

OF PLAINVIEW 
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

 

To place an order for a yahrzeit 

plaque or for additional infor-

mation, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING  

FOR THEIR DONATION  

OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME: 

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING 

JOE MEISNER  PRINTING 

RITA RUBIN MAILING 

 



 

Young Israel of Plainview 

132 Southern Parkway 

Plainview, NY  11803 
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