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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  
Power and Might  

December 2012 -   Tevet 5773 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

Our morning blessings reflect the various gifts that 
often go overlooked in our lives.  We offer thanks to 
God for the gifts of sight, mobility, and the simple pleas-
ures of clothing.  Toward the end of these blessings, we 
express our gratitude to the God who “girds Israel with 
strength (gevura);”  then only one blessing later we 
thank Him again for “granting power (koach) to the wea-
ry.”  R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik (the Rav) – in a ground-
breaking article, Catharsis – notes the seeming redun-
dancy of the blessing.  Resolving this apparent repetition, he notes that 
there is an inherent difference between koach and gevura.  

Koach, says the Rav, is a state of physical power; this is why it is of-

fered to the weary.  It was most prominently characterized by the aesthetic 
vision of the Greek hero.  The gladiator vanquishes his foes by skill and 
physical might.  Gevura on the other hand represents the unique heroism 
of Israel.  Jacob, for example, at his most heroic, defeats not his brother 
Esau, but Esau’s angelic depiction.  It is a victory that happens in the 
loneliness of the night, without throngs of admirers.  Moreover, Jacob sets 
his victim free, antithetical to the warrior’s code.  Gevura is not physical 
ability, but spiritual vigor.  Jacob embraces Jewish heroism when he re-
fuses to punish his enemy.  It is heroism of humility. 

R. Soloveitchik’s interpretation highlights the uniqueness of the cele-
bration of Chanuka.  Notably, the Rabbis of the Talmud downplayed the 
military victory, embracing instead the miracle of the lights as the eternal 
symbol of Chanuka.  Essentially, they elevated the heroes of gevura, and 
downplayed the heroes of koach.  Celebrating a military victory continues 
to embrace Greek culture’s aestheticism and materialism; it celebrates the 

classic warrior.  In commemorating the miracle of the oil, however, Juda-
ism highlights the singular Maccabean decision to forgo the merriment of 
military victory and focus instead upon a more modest, but nonetheless 
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www.yiplainview.com 
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com 

The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com 
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is 
received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 
should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 
address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire 
(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). 
Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the 
flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Friends,  

In November, our community was faced with two crises, one that hit our physical 
homes and the other our spiritual home.  The first, a hurricane and nor’easter, turned 
many of our lives upside down, and the second, the recent increased missile attacks from 
Gaza, placed Israelis in grave physical harm and extraordinary emotional distress. 

What has struck me in these two situations is how much we are truly on our own.  We 
live in the richest and most technically advanced country in the world, yet for 10+ days 
after the hurricane we had no power, no phone, no gas and most disconcertingly no confi-
dence that those in authority were in control.  In Israel, my family and employees in Jeru-
salem went running for stairwells and bomb shelters, and my nephews were waiting to be 
called up to reserve duty; again, a feeling of helplessness. 

But in reality there was a lot that I could do.  First and foremost, I could ask Hashem 
to help those who were injured and lost their life’s possessions, and I could pray for peace 
and the safety of the Israelis.  I could check on my family and friends without power, help 
with communal meals, and arrange for those without power to find a home with power 
where they could refrigerate their medication.  I could send money for comfort packages 
for soldiers, and sponsor the Plainview fire department’s support trip to Israel.  In these 
challenging times, when we feel helpless, sitting back and bemoaning our circumstances 
is not an option.  While we feel overwhelmed by the course of events, we must strive to 
make our own personal contribution and embrace the effectiveness of communal action. 

This pattern, whereby local Jewish communities take care of their own, and the 
worldwide Jewish community steps forward to support communities under attack, has re-
peated throughout our history. Our YIP Plainview community, under the direction and in-
spiration of Rabbi and Avital Weissman, supported each other as we weathered the 
storm’s aftermath, and in the midst of the recent missile attacks Israelis traveled to New 
York to assist storm victims.  The State of Israel will continue to count on Klal Yisrael for 
our prayers and support until G-d willing they will live in peace, hopefully in the near fu-
ture. 

Brian Berns 

President's Pen 
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Lobby Library Donation 
We greatly appreciate and acknowledge the donation of the Lobby Library, 

just outside the main shul, by the Grun Family and the Willie Grun Memorial 
Fund, in memory of Howie’s father – Willie Grun, Menachem Z’ev ben Yaakov 
Eliyahu, zt”l. This Lobby Library will be refurbished and become a repository 
of hundreds of sefarim, siddurim and chumashim being donated by the Grun 
Family. Yasher Koach to all those who made a donation to the Willie Grun Me-
morial Fund, whose funds played a significant role in the creation of the Lobby 
Library. The Lobby Library will be a visible and meritorious addition to our shul 
in memory of Howie’s father. We ask that it be treated respectfully. 

 
Yasher Koach to the Gruns on behalf of the whole shul, 
The Special Gifts Committee. 

Call for Donations to the Israel 

Emergency Volunteers Project 
 

Please provide your assistance to the Emergency Volunteers Project (EVP) and 
the Plainview Community First responders to travel to Israel for possible immedi-
ate Deployment and or Training. 

The EVP was established to support and protect the people and the land of Isra-
el. Their mission is to recruit and train dedicated individuals and community repre-
sentatives who will serve as a backup force of Emergency First Responders in Isra-
el. After training, volunteers partner with Israel's emergency services (fire fighters, 
ambulance, and community services), providing essential, life-saving aid to Israel's 
citizens during times of conflict, national crisis, or emergency. 

Your checks can be made to the Young Israel of Plainview. Please note EVP on 
the Check. These monies raised will be for Plainview first responders only. 
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In the immediate aftermath of Su-
per Storm Sandy, the Annual “Woman 
of the Year” Sisterhood Dinner took 
place on November 4, honoring Amy 
Guterman. While many sisterhood 
members were still without power, the 
Beit Midrash was transformed into a 
festive Asian-inspired hall, and the par-
ticipants ate delicious Chinese food 
from Annie Chan’s and danced to mu-

sic from Azamra DJ. In the midst of the cha-
os and confusion, the Sisterhood Dinner 
raised morale and provided a fun evening for 
all who attended. 

Sisterhood Spotlight 

powerful experience.   
Just as Jacob’s anonymous clash in the 

night eschewed accolades, so too the miracle 
of the oil hardly inspires the hoots and hollers 
of the stadium.  Celebrating the victory by 
purifying the Temple marks a conscious deci-
sion to choose an act of Halachik commit-
ment to represent the heroism of the vic-
tors.  Their greatness was in commitment to 
Torah and Mitzvot. 

The contemporary attraction to material 
visions and aesthetic power begets a desire to 
declare, that which is bigger and brighter to 
be better. From the Koach perspective, the 
simplicity of the Menorah, therefore, would 
reflect a simple and less than respectable vic-
tory.  Chanuka, however, seeks to celebrate 
gevura, the humble achievements of the spir-
it, and thus embraces humility and simplicity. 

(Continued from page 1) 

RABBI ’S  STUDY  
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Many thanks to Many thanks to Many thanks to Many thanks to     

Fairway SupermarketFairway SupermarketFairway SupermarketFairway Supermarket    

AndAndAndAnd    

Kosher Food EmporiumKosher Food EmporiumKosher Food EmporiumKosher Food Emporium    

For their generosity and For their generosity and For their generosity and For their generosity and     

assistance in our assistance in our assistance in our assistance in our     

recovery from recovery from recovery from recovery from     

Hurricane Sandy. Hurricane Sandy. Hurricane Sandy. Hurricane Sandy.     

Their Their Their Their chesedchesedchesedchesed    made made made made     

our Shabbos.our Shabbos.our Shabbos.our Shabbos.    
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL 
OF PLAINVIEW. 

 
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PUR-

CHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE. 
 
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND 

OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMM U-
NITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

 
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 
 

THANK YOU, 
SHERRI MALC 
ALVIN SMILOW  
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM  
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF 

PLAINVIEW 
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     Shalom to all YIP families! B”H we have had lots of fun programs for children of all 

ages over the past two months! Here is a brief recap of some our most favorite programs 

so far: 

 

“Welcome Back” Oneg! 

Teen Leaders Training Shabbaton! 

Sukkah decorating! 

Sukka hop/Scavenger Hunt! 

Lulav Lazer Tag! 

Pizza and Movie night for teens! 

Family Night- Basketball game at Nassau Coliseum! 

“Shabbat and Me,” for mommies and their babies! 

Bnei Akiva snif for elementary schoolers! 

Bnei Akiva onegs for middle schoolers and high schoolers! 

Friday Night Lights for high schoolers! 

Football game for middle schoolers on Turkey Day! 

Family Night- Bowling at AMF! 

 

     We are happy to announce that children of all ages have been LOVING the ice cream 

kiddush after Shabbos morning groups! Please tell your child to come to groups so she/he 

can enjoy a wonderful treat! Three cheers for ice cream.  All children are invited to the 

3rd-6th grade room after the ice cream kiddush for a parsha roundup with Josh. Yummy 

snacks are given out to children who stay and participate! 

 

    The "Davening 101" course, which is scheduled to begin in December, is an exciting new 

YIP Youth initiative for boys below bar mitzvah, and will teach your son the fundamentals 

of tefilla, according to his own level. Each registered boy will receive a brand-new tallit in 

a color of his own choosing!  Rabbi Yakob Gil will teach the course, in conjunction with the 

YIP Youth department.  

  

     We want to give a big shout-out to all of our teen Leaders who do such an amazing job 

in groups week after week…you guys are the best!  Every week, Leaders are sent a detailed 

weekly parsha email that includes a structured lesson plan intended to enhance your child’s 

Shabbat experience…If you happen to see any of these people over the next weeks, please 

tell them that they are doing a great job:  Allison Weinick, Ariella Hurtes, Ariella Nayberg, 

(Continued on page 9) 

YOUTH 
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Daniel Albert, Danielle Kurlander, Deena Albert, Emily Eisman, Evi Baer, Gila Ornstein, Hila 

Baer, Jenna Kessler, Marni Ornstein, Michelle Hoch, Moshe Allweiss, Netanel Sapir, Sarah 

Last, and Shoshana Guterman. 

 

      Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an oneg, sponsoring one 

of our fun programs, or sharing any constructive criticism… we would be happy to hear from 

you!  Our email address is youthdirector@yiplainview.com 

 

We are so happy to see how well Plainview Youth has bounced back from the post-storm 

setbacks, and are also SUPER EXCITED to plan more fun programs for your children next 

month! With best wishes for peace and happiness for all children in Plainview and Israel, 

 

Josh, Sara, and Zevi Maltzman, YIP Youth Directors 

Shani Kaufman and Sheryl Cohen, Youth Committee Co-Chairs   

(Continued from page 8) 
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ENTERTAINMENT 2013 BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED! 

 

Enjoy 50% savings on hotels, car rentals, movies, restaurants, lo-

cal attractions, retail stores, and so much 

more. 

 

Long Island is only $30.00. 

 

All editions available. 

 

For more information contact  

Arlene Meisner at  

516-932-9615 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag. 
 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 
Pearls - challah and challah Roll 
 
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give 

away, etc), please contact Jen Hoch at  
thehochfamily@verizon.net.  
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Seforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim Dedication    
    

YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, 

Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family 

member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the 

shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your 

donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 
 

    

RCA Artscroll Siddur  ............................................................................ $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  ....................................................................... $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  .............................................................. $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  ................................................ $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40 

 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

MALI News 
Our Mikveh is an independent organiza-

tion that depends upon the support of its 
community, and on behalf of our Board, we 
greatly appreciate those who have respond-
ed to our Rosh Hashanah letter. We have a 
tremendous amount of hakarat hatov for 
those who built the Mikveh, those who con-
tinue to sustain it, and for those who have 
helped fund our recent repairs. Be on the 
lookout for a new fund-raising opportunity 
to be announced soon, and thank you in ad-
vance for your much-needed support. 
 
Happy Chanukah, 
Diane Rabin & Ruth Lorbert  

Welcome  New Members  

Ari Abraham 

Tina Ardito 

Sandy and Ezry Bashary 

Abby and David Bienenfeld 

Rachel and Jerome Wilkerson 

Gary Gevertzman 

Faith and Ben Edlsetain 

Bina and Steve Mauner 
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MARCH 2013 
3/30/2013 COHEN (SAM'S BAR MITZVAH) 
 
APRIL 2013 

4/27/2013 PLUTZER (ZACHARY’S BAR MITZVAH) 
 
AUG 2013 
8/31/2013 LIEBERSTEIN (JULIA'S BAT MITZVAH) 
 
OCTOBER 2013 

10/5/2013 SAPIR (TZURIEL’S BAR MITZVAH) 
10/12/2013 COHEN (ADENA'S BAT MITZVAH) 
 
JANUARY 2014  

1/4/2014 ZIMMERMAN (MATTHEW’S BAR MITZ-
VAH) 

 
APRIL 2014 
4/12/2014 GROSS (SAMMY'S BAR MITZVAH) 
 

SEPT 2014 

9/6/2014 LAST (SAM’S BAR MITZVAH) 
9/13/2014 FLAUMENHAFT (JASON'S BAR MITZ-
VAH) 
 
OCTOBER 2014 

10/24/2014 (SIMCHAT TORAH) KAUFMAN (SAM’S 
BAR MITZVAH) 
 
SEPT 2015 
9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT 

MITZVAH) 

KKKK IDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSH     /  S/  S/  S/  S HULHULHULHUL     CCCC ALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR     

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact  Office Manager, 
Rita Rubin by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 
100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event without the 
knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby naming. 
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive deliveries of food and 

equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Member-
ship, in keeping with current law governing minors 
and drinking, adopted the following Shul policy: 
     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no con-
sumption of alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age 
on synagogue premises or at synagogue events. 
     Your support in maintaining this policy is appre-
ciated. 

The Deadline for the  

next issue of the Shaliach is 

February 23, 2013 
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Mazel Tov to  
Grandparents Ilene and Jeff Feldstein, and par-
ents Adina & Adam Feldstein on the birth of 
Avraham  

Fran and Ira Mark on the marriage of Atara to 
Jeremy Elman in Yerushalayim 

Cora and Jack Lessner on Marc’s  marriage to 
Jennifer North 

Grandfather Sheldon Shreiner, and parents Hil-
lel and Zahava Shreiner on the birth of Chana 

Grandparents Debbie and Ave Gold, and par-
ents Chavi and Jason Kersch on the birth of 
Lytal Hila 

Grandparents Louise and Douglas Mund, and 
parents Melanie Mund and Meir Dashevsky on 
the birth of a boy 

The Lieb family on the Bat Mitzvah of Kayla 

Amy Guterman on being honored at the Sister-
hood dinner 

Tina Ardito and Ari Abraham on their en-

gagement 

Faye Krawitz on being honored at AMIT’s 

Greater Long Island Gala 

Yonah Feldman on being named an Attending 
Physician in Winthrop’s Department of Internal 
Medicine, and on being named Associate Pro-
gram Director for the Hospital’s internal medi-
cine residency program 

Suzanne and Marvin Gurwitz on becoming 
great-grandparents, and Sharon and Steve Al-

bert on becoming great aunt/uncle of Chaim 
Aharon 

Lou Sroka on being elected Associate Vice 
President of the National Council of Young Is-
rael 

Joyce and Irving Gomolin, Jordana Rothchild 
and Adam Farber on being selected as honorees 
at the Young Israel of Plainview Annual Dinner 

Dawn and Reuben Rutman on the Bar Mitzvah 
of Adam 

Parents Eric and Danit Taub, and grandparents 
Marty and Debbie Taub on the birth of a girl 

Parents Eliyahu and Sara Rayvych, and grand-
parents Abe and Judy Alper on the birth of a 
girl 

Rabbi Tuvia Brander on his engagement to Mir-
iam Apter of Fairlawn 

Condolences 
Howard Nayberg on the loss of his brother 

Robert Nayberg, Yerachmiel Shmuel 

Zevulun Ben Yaakov 

Dawn Rutman on the loss of her father  

Randy Libes 

Henry Zanger on the loss of his brother May-

er Zanger, Mayer Ben Aharon 

Stuart Hecht on the loss of his father Reuben 

Hecht 

  May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

LLLL IFEIFEIFEIFE     CCCCYCLEYCLEYCLEYCLE     AAAANNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTS  
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Advertising 

CCCCHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    PROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTY    TAXTAXTAXTAX        

ASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENT    

ANDANDANDAND    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    THOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDS    OFOFOFOF    DOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARS....    

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date    

Licensed Notary 

Allan Hoberman 

576-1683    

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 
 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for 
additional information, please contact  
David Guterman. 
gutermanad@optonline.net  

MMMMANYANYANYANY    THANKSTHANKSTHANKSTHANKS    TOTOTOTO    THETHETHETHE    FOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWING    FORFORFORFOR    THEIRTHEIRTHEIRTHEIR    

DONATIONDONATIONDONATIONDONATION    OFOFOFOF    SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES    ANDANDANDAND////OROROROR    TIMETIMETIMETIME::::    

SSSSTUARTTUARTTUARTTUART    HHHHOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZ    PROOFREADING    

JJJJOEOEOEOE    MMMMEISNEREISNEREISNEREISNER        PRINTING 

 

 

Math Tutor 

Grades 4 – 10 

 

Linda Hoberman 

576-1683 
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