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FROM  THE  RABBI ’S  STUDY  
Bikur Cholim Phone Calls  

December 2011 -   Kislev 5772 

N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

Our responsibility to visit the sick, Bikur Cholim, is learned 
from Deuteronomy 13:5 which declares, “You shall follow the 
Lord your God”.  From here we learn that just as God visited 
Abraham during his sickness, so too it is our responsibility to 
do the same.  While there is some debate as to whether the 
details of the Mitzvah are biblically prescribed, all agree as to 
the Mitzvah’s significance within our faith.  Surely, the main 
requirement and opportunity of the visitor is to lift the spirits of 
the one who is sick.  Yet, Maimonides adds that the visitor is 
required to assist as well with caring for his ill friend.  Mai-
monides adds that while in the room, the visitor must pray for the well-being of 
the one he is visiting.  The presence of God, Shechinah, rests above the sick 
and thus praying in his room presents a unique opportunity.   

The evolution of modern technology has inspired the current question of 
whether one may fulfill the Mitzvah of Bikur Cholim, over the phone, via email, or 
text.  When R. Moshe Feinstein was asked the question almost half a century 
ago, he discouraged fulfilling this mitzvah via the telephone.  One who merely 
calls (and certainly emails or texts) cannot assist with his friend’s needs.  More-
over, R. Feinstein felt that by visiting only over the phone the emotional connec-
tion was lost.  The experience of the visitor is meant to inspire more intense 
prayer on behalf of his friend.  Failing to see the suffering with his own eyes, 
robs his Tefilah from some meaning.  Further, he loses the opportunity to pray in 
the presence of the Shechinah. 

R. Eliezer Waldenberg, in the Tzitz Eliezer (5:17), offers a more lenient posi-
tion.  He notes that the authentic responsibility to visit the sick exists when the 
friend is in the hospital.  With the medical attention of the hospital staff, the pri-
mary needs of the ill person are taken care of.  This leaves only the emotional 
connection and prayer aspects of a visit.  These, in R. Waldenberg’s opinion, 
can be accomplished through a phone call, email, text, or even just sending 
word with those who are going to the hospital.   

R. Waldenberg’s leniency becomes more relevant in our current age when 
we communicate so routinely through text and email.  Indeed, even phone calls  
become more powerful.  Nevertheless, in terms of practical experience, we 
know intuitively the power of a personal visit to a sick friend.  While the leniency 
of just a phone call exists; perhaps we should use it only when “we really can’t 
make it,” and take the time to visit face to face. 
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Light unto the Darkness 
 
We should not take for granted the freedoms 

we enjoy in our lives. Our parents and even 
some of our congregants can tell us of their own 
times when such was not the case. 

Chanukah celebrates religious freedom. The 
Hasmoneans were righteous Jews who prevailed 
over the darkness that the Hellenists would have 
imposed on our religious freedom. During those 
dark times, light ultimately prevailed. 

The history of our people has been one of 
dark episodes from which light and freedom have 
emerged. 

Let us remember our current good fortune 
when lighting the Chanukah candles this year. 
Let us not forget our past. 

Wishing you a Chag Chanukah Sa’me’ach. 
 

Irving Gomolin 
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MALI News 
The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shin-
ing. ~ John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 
 
In the past six months, the Mikveh has imple-
mented a multi-phase improvement project to at-
tend to necessary extensive repairs throughout the 
building. To help fund this project and to meet the 
rising costs of operation, the Mikveh Board of Di-
rectors has voted to increase the suggested fee for 
using the Mikveh to $25. This increase will go into 
effect on January 1, 2012. A letter about the fee 
increase has been sent out to all in the Jewish 
community of Plainview and the surrounding 
towns. The letter also addresses the window of 
time that the Mikveh is open each evening for use. 
In the spring, the Mikveh will be celebrating a mile-
stone: the 10th anniversary of its opening. Be on 
the lookout for special projects that will commemo-
rate our first decade. 
 
Diane Rabin and Ruth Lorbert 
 

The Shaliach 

 
Meryl Altabet Fried.........Editor 

yipshaliach@gmail.com 

President's Pen 
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“Feeling gratitude and not  
expressing it is like wrapping a present and 

not giving it.” 
H. A. Ward 

 
A sincere and heart-felt thank you to the YIP 

Community for honoring us at the 
Mikveh Breakfast on 

June 19, 2011. 
 

Thank you so much. 
 

Marlene and Stu 
Rochelle and Joel 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or 
for additional information, please contact  
David Guterman. 
gutermanad@optonline.net  

Mazal Tov to Mrs. Tirtsa Gil, our 2011 Sisterhood Woman of the Year, and to Liz Vilkas and her committee 
for arranging one of the largest and most beautiful dinners in recent history.  We packed Colbeh on Sunday 
night, November 13th, with good friends, good food, and a lovely evening of Israeli dance.  With a full calen-
dar of upcoming events, we hope you will join us for the annual Chanukah Boutique on Motzei Shabbat, Sat-
urday night December 10th, and all our upcoming educational, social and chesed projects. 
Amy Guterman 
Sisterhood President  

Sisterhood SpotlightSisterhood SpotlightSisterhood SpotlightSisterhood Spotlight    
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I’m not one who is very familiar with the origins and 
practices of other cultures and religions.  I couldn’t tell 
you the source and derivation of their traditions, (before 
checking Wikipedia, of course)  But I feel comfortable 
assuming that no other religion has a similar practice to 
ours in the way we celebrate Succos or Pesach with all 
the detailed rituals and laws.  However, when it comes 
to Chanukah, it seems that a “festival of lights” is not 
unique at all.  I don’t mean to analyze or compare our 
tradition with the tradition of others, but rather highlight 
some of the significance that the “lights” represent in our 
celebration of Chanukah.  And that I do believe is actu-
ally quite unique. 

Like most of our holidays, Chanukah at its core is a 
celebration of our commitment to the service of God.  
We are not merely commemorating a 2,000 year old 
miracle.  We are remembering the time when we re-
gained control of the Beis HaMikdash and immediately 
continued our role of servants of HaShem.  On Chanu-
kah we recite Hallel where we open with the 
words ,“Give praise, O servants of the Lord,” as this is 
precisely what it is we are “praising” in anything we do.  
The open miracle of the Oil of Chanukah is an expres-

sion of our dedication to our Creator.   The Jews of that 
time couldn’t wait any longer to begin the service, and 
HaShem helped them by making their efforts last. 

We are trying the same thing with our Junior Congre-
gation.  We decided this year, that we can’t wait any 
longer to begin either.  (Like in the time of the Macca-
bees, we would run the risk of “destruction of the Tem-
ple.”)  So we began starting Junior Congregation at 
9:45.  Our davening has been beautiful.  I ask you, if you 
have children under the age of Bar/Bat Mitzvah who 
have not been coming regularly, to please urge them 
join us. 

For children in Nursery through 2nd grade who still offi-
cially start at 10:15,  we have group leaders available 
starting at 10:00 for an early drop off. 

As Chanukah rolls around we have some exciting 
events to integrate this message of Chanukah in crea-
tive and fun ways.  Please see fliers for all of the details. 

May HaShem continue to help us in our efforts, as we 
work and we pray for the building of the Beis Hamik-
dash, b’meheirah b’yameinu. 

David Bienenfeld 

Y I P  Y O U T H  
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ENTERTAINMENT 2012 BOOKS 

HAVE ARRIVED! 

Enjoy 50% savings on hotels, car 

rentals, movies, restaurants, local 

attractions, retail 

stores and so much 

more. 

 

Long Island is only 

$30.00. 

 

All editions available. 

 

For more information contact  

Arlene Meisner at  

516-932-9615 

www.yiplainview.com 
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com 

The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com 
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com 

Seforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim DedicationSeforim Dedication    
    

YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  
you the opportunity to purchase and donate Sid-
durim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books 
can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend 
or family member. At the same time, your donation 
allows the shul to continue to add brand new 

books to the shelves.  
The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or 

friend is notified of your donation.  Please note our newest book, for Tisha 

B’av. 

 

Cost of BooksCost of BooksCost of BooksCost of Books    

    

RCA Artscroll Siddur  ............................................................................ $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  ...................................................................... $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  ............................................................. $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  ............................................... $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40 

 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 
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Hammer:  check.  Chain-
saw:  check.  Power drill:  
check.  Tools for building a 
temporary home, or perhaps 
a permanent one?  The best 
part of Sukkot, to me, has 
always been building the 
sukkah. It's such a rewarding 
feeling: we're going to be 
eating all of our meals, 
spending our free time, 
hanging out with friends, in 
this temporary home. It’s a 
time that reminds us how we 
depend on God for shelter, 
and we shouldn’t take our 
own homes for granted.  So 
we at the Social Action com-
mittee thought it might be a 
great idea to continue that joy, and to that end, 
the day after Sukkot ended, we spent a morning 
working with Rebuilding Together LI (RTLI), an 
organization that helps people in need recon-
struct their homes. 

Fifteen YIP members spent the day working 
with five volunteers from RTLI, who were mostly 
former contractors. The homeowner: an 86-year-
old widow who is homebound and has no family.  
Her neighbor brings her food.  The house was 
built in the 1950s, and has not been updated.  
(Adult Protective Services has been contacted, 
and a case has now been opened to help her 
out.) 

Her house was, to put it mildly, in terrible 
shape. Our tasks were to rip out the carpeting 
and refinish the floors; seal and insulate the bro-
ken windows; cover areas of peeling paint; build 
a new front staircase to replace crumbling bricks; 
clear the backyard of debris and overgrowth. 

We arrived bright and early on Sunday morn-
ing, ready to work.  A few of us went straight into 

the yard.  And I thought my yard was a mess.  
We could barely walk over all the debris.  Micah 
and I had a great time clearing away branches.  
The brave ones got to work on the new porch.  
Using tools I never even heard of, they turned a 
few slabs of wood into a beautiful front walkway.  
The rest of the crew went inside to work on the 
floors, carpets, windows, and doors.  By the end 
of the day, everything hurt, but we felt great!  
(For more photos, check out our Facebook page 
at:  YIP Group) 

RTLI is a great organization. We stopped for 
lunch and had time to get to know the rebuilding 
volunteers. Most of them are retired construction 
workers, and they now work full-time as volun-
teers to fix homes of disabled and elderly resi-
dents of LI who live in unsafe conditions.  They 
have provided repairs to over 1700 homes in the 
20 years since they were founded. After a suc-
cessful and very enjoyable day spent with them, 
we look forward to a long partnership, and many 
more events in the future. 

YIP MEMBERS REBUILD LONG ISLAND 
 by Jordana Rothchild 
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CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAIL ABLE TO PURCHASE 
THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PL OTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL 
PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR O FFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUT-
SIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768. 
 

THANK YOU 
SHERRI MALC 
ALVIN SMILOW  
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF 

PLAINVIEW 
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DECEMBER 2011 

12/31/2011 APPLEMAN (TZIVIA BAT MITZVAH) 

 

JANUARY 2012 

1/2/2012 REICHENBACH (JARED BAR MITZVAH—8AM MINYAN 

MONDAY) 

1/7/2012 REICHENBACH  (JARED BAR MITZVAH) 

 

JULY 2012 

7/7/2012 LOWY (GABRIEL BAR MITZVAH) 

7/14/2012 KATZ, STEVEN (BENJAMIN BAR MITZVAH) 

 

AUG 2012 
8/25/2012 LESSNER (MARC'S AUFRUF) 

 
MARCH 2013 
3/30/2013 COHEN (SAM'S BAR MITZVAH) 
 
AUG 2013 
8/31/2013 LIEBERSTEIN (JULIA'S BAT MITZVAH) 
10/5/2013 COHEN (ADENA'S BAT MITZVAH 
 
APRIL 2014 
4/12/2014 GROSS (SAMMY'S BAR MITZVAH) 
 
SEPT 2015 

9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

KKKK IDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSHIDDUSH     /  S/  S/  S/  SHULHULHULHUL     CCCCALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR     

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact  
Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com”, 
or at 516-433-4811 extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event 
without the knowledge and approval of Abe Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or 
a baby naming.. 

If you are making a Meat Kiddush, you must be available to receive deliver-
ies of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in 
keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, 
adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of 
alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue prem-
ises or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 
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Mazel Tov to  
Debbie and Eddie Simpser and their family on 
the birth of a girl to Rachel and Dovid Sussman 
in Israel 

Rachel and Jared Friedman, grandparents, Mar-
sha and Jack Nass, and sister, Hannah Rose, on 
the birth of Emma May 

Rabbi Pinchas and Marie Rosenthal on the Bar 
Mitzvah of Zechariah 

Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum, grandparents, Ce-
cilia and Bernie Reisner and Bernice and Ed-
ward Zweigbaum, and aunts/uncles/cousins, 
Glanzman and Pollack, on the marriage of 
Danny to Shulie Orlinsky, daughter of Penina 
and Moshe Orlinsky of New Milford 

Sandi and Howie Nayberg on the engagement 
of Racheli to Yedidya Hirschhom, son of Deb-
bie and Matthew Hirshhorn of Woodmere 

Shelly and Larry Solomon, parents, Jodi and 
Erik Blum of Boca Raton Florida, siblings, 
Aliza, Zev, Dalya, Simi, and Nava, and uncle 
and aunt, Arthur and Reba Solomon on the birth 
of Eitan Mei 

Meryl and Aaron Chaitovsky on Josh being 
honored with the Young Leadership award from 
Chabad Children of Chernobyl 

Diane and Howard Rabin on the Bat Mitzvah of 
Bruriah 

Debbie and Rick Baer on the birth of Miriam 
Rose to Avi and Allison Platcheck 

Seth and Juliana Sclair, Max and May Sclair, 

Josh and Ahuva, and Leah and Paul on the birth 
of Adriana Lilly, Aviva Levannah   

Condolences 
Leah Levy on the loss of her sister, Miriam 
Braunstein, Itta Miriam bat Pinchas 

Gary Lieb on the loss of his father, Bernard 
Lieb, Chanan Dov ben Eliyah 

Jennifer Hoch on the loss of her father, William 
Steven Zager 

Michael Goon on the loss of his father, Gilbert 
Goon 

 May the Omnipresent console you among the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

LLLL IFEIFEIFEIFE     CCCCYCLEYCLEYCLEYCLE     AAAANNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTSNNOUNCEMENTS  

New Family Welcome Bag 
If anyone has anything that they would like to 

add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give 
away, etc), feel free to contact Jen Hoch at  
thehochfamily@verizon.net.  

We currently include Pearls challah, grape 
juice, Hunkis magnet and pen, Sisterhood note-
pad and recipe book, YIP Calendar, dry cleaning 
coupons, etc.  

Looking forward to welcoming potential new 
members to our shul and making our welcome 
bag the best it can be! 
Thanks so much, 
Jen Hoch 
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW  
 

Board Committees 
Education ................................ Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman 

Eruv ................................................................. Cary Kesssler 

House ............................................................... Alvin Smilow 

Nominating ............................................................Alex Stern 

Publicity/Marketing ........................................... Alan Fromm 

Ritual ...........................Jonathan Stochel & Rabbi Weissman 

Shaliach ............................................................... Meryl Fried 

Simcha Fund ................................................ Rabbi Weissman 

Social Action ............................................. Jordana Rothchild 

Special Gifts ........................................................ Marty Taub 

Youth .................................. Sheryl Cohen & Shani Kaufman 

 

Other Leadership Roles 
 

Announcements@yiplainview.com .................. Larry Pollack  

Announcements@yiplainview.com ............. Jonathan Stochel 

Cemetery .............................................................. Sheri Malc 

Coupons ........................................................... Alvin Smilow 

Expansion .............................................................. Gary Katz 

Exterior Signboard/Yahrzeit ........................ David Guterman 

Hospitality ...................................................... Ariane Eisman 

New Family Initiative .................. Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz 

NCYI Delegate ................................................... Alan Fromm 

Kiddush ................................................................. Abe Alper 

Political Action ...........................Larry Cohn & Cary Kessler 

Sisterhood Committees 
 

Baruchim Ha’baim  ........ Jordana Rothchild & Shani Kaufman 

Calendar  .............................. Linda Hoberman & Marci Karrol 
Hanukkah Boutique, ..............................................  Cathy Sachs 

Entertainment Books .........................................Arlene Meisner 

Mishloach Manot ...............................................  Suri Gotowner 
New Year’s Card, Siddurim & Chumashim .............. Liz Vilkas 

Simcha & Condolence Cards........................... Deborah Plutzer 
Sisterhood Meals ..................................................... Shelly Katz 

Welcome Wagon .................................. Jen Hoch  Joanie Brand 

Wine Sale ............................................................... Sarah Gross 
Program Guide ..................................................Shani Kaufman 

MMMMANYANYANYANY    THANKSTHANKSTHANKSTHANKS    TOTOTOTO    THETHETHETHE    FOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWING    FORFORFORFOR    

THEIRTHEIRTHEIRTHEIR    DONATIONDONATIONDONATIONDONATION    OFOFOFOF    SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES    ANDANDANDAND////OROROROR    TIMETIMETIMETIME::::    

    

JJJJOEOEOEOE    MMMMEISNEREISNEREISNEREISNER        

PRINTING 

 

RRRRITAITAITAITA    RRRRUBINUBINUBINUBIN    

MAILING 

 

SSSSTUARTTUARTTUARTTUART    HHHHOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZOROWITZ    

PROOFREADING 

 

     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, 
treasurer, or MALI is received and read 
within a reasonable amount of time.  All 
other mail should be mailed directly to 
the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail 
must be mailed to the home address of 
the person in charge of the activity that 
you desire (Calendar, Mishloach Manot, 
Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). In-
formation about where to direct your mail 
is usually included in the flyers. 
     Thank you for your cooperation. 

Welcome New Members 
Yana Normatov and Felix Cantres and their 

children Emily and Haily 
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Advertising 

CCCCHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    PROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTYPROPERTY    TAXTAXTAXTAX        

ASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENTASSESSMENT    

ANDANDANDAND    SAVESAVESAVESAVE    THOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDSTHOUSANDS    OFOFOFOF    DOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARSDOLLARS....    

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date    

Licensed Notary 

Allan Hoberman 

576-1683    

 

Math Tutor 

Grades 4 – 10 

 

Linda Hoberman 

576-1683 

The deadline for the next issue of the 
Shaliach will be February 23, 2012. 
Please send articles  and photographs to  

yipshaliach@gmail.com 



    

Young Israel of PlainviewYoung Israel of PlainviewYoung Israel of PlainviewYoung Israel of Plainview    

132 132 132 132 Southern ParkwaySouthern ParkwaySouthern ParkwaySouthern Parkway    

Plainview, NY  11803Plainview, NY  11803Plainview, NY  11803Plainview, NY  11803    

 
Stamp 


