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F RO M T HE R A B BI ’ S S TU DY
Pushing off the Time of Lighting
by M os h e K u rt z, R ab bi n i c Int er n

We often times find ourselves in a state of conflict between the pure demands of the Torah
and our practical needs. Many times, these conflicts do not come from a place of malice, but
from simply being created as human beings. Indeed, the Rabbis of the Talmud were well aware
of this axiom and in numerous places stated that “the Torah was not given to the ministering
angels”, and that God bequeathed His Torah unto humans specifically because they struggle
with earthly needs and thus necessitate the Torah to guide them (See Shabbos 88b-89a).
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One of the many examples of conflicts that can arise between the written law and one’s
necessities can be found in the circumscription of the time to light the Chanukah candles. Rabbi
Yisrael Meir Kagan in the Mishnah Berurah (672:10) records the accepted ruling that once it
becomes dark, and it is the proper time to light the menorah one must refrain from eating and
even studying Torah in order the fulfill the mitzvah at the soonest time possible. What should a
person who works the typical 9-5 job do? Shekiyah or sunset is earlier than 5:00 PM and there is
little chance for one to get home at the proper time. Thankfully, the Rabbis (Shabbos 21b) allotted us until people are no longer present in the streets, which the Israeli authority, Rabbi Eliezer
Melamedin in Peninei Halachah (Zmanim 12:6) suggests is until 9:00 PM. Rabbi Melamed also
rules that it would be permissible for someone to eat a light “non-mezonos” snack in order to
mitigate his hunger on the commute home.
There is another common scenario that many people wait until both parents come home
from work so that they can light their menorahs together as a family. But would such a practice
not violate the principle of zrizin makdimin l’mitzvos i.e. that it is incumbent upon us to perform
mitzvos at our soonest convenience? Rabbi Melamed (Peninei Halachah, Zmanim 12:6) rules
that while it is imperative to perform mitzvos sooner, there are also other principles that need to
be taken into consideration. If a parent or child is coming home late, he may feel excluded by
the fact that his family members lit their menorahs without him. Moreover, he can lose his emotional connection to performing the mitzvah of Chanukah. It is with these considerations in mind
that Rabbi Melamed permits families to postpone the lighting of their menorahs to wait for a late
-arriving family member.
It cannot be overstated that while Rabbi Melamed is flexible on pushing off the time of
lighting, he would certainly not consider deferring the time of lighting so late as to preclude the
performance of the mitzvah altogether – even if a family member would consequently be unable
to join. What I gather from this is that halachah is accommodating and understanding of human
needs. If one studies enough it is even possible to discover leniency and nuance in matters that
seem open-shut prohibited. However, I also see here that there are times that the halachah
makes a demand and does not budge. It is at that point that the obligation falls upon human beings to rise to the occasion.
I wish the entire Plainview community a happy Chanukah and an enjoyable holiday full of
family and Torah!
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Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time. All other mail
should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
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about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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President's Pen
We are working hard to make it easier to interact with YIP.
Our first digital statements were sent out via email a few weeks ago. You can view
all your obligations and payments anytime on our secure website portal or through
the YIP app. www.yiplainview.com/getapp.
You can even make payments online. This helps us to provide better transparency
to the congregation. If you ever have questions about your statement, please contact bills@yiplainview.com.
We are very focused on improving safety at YIP. As you may have seen
there are several larger and smaller changes that have been put in place in
recent weeks. This includes our locked door policy, changing the mechanical lock code, Shabbat morning security agent, and re-alignment of chairs
in the main shul womens section to improve egress. We are in the process
of planning for a fire safety drill and creation of a documented evacuation
plan.
We need your help to improve our security. If you are able to volunteer on
Friday night or Shabbat morning to be a greeter please sign up at
www.yiplainview.com/safety or email safety@yiplainview.com. All volunteers will also be part of training to be provided by our security firm
Global Solutions http://www.globaloperations.biz/.
Keep your information up to date at www.yiplainview.com (Click the My Account
Link) or using the YIP App www.yiplainview.com/getapp
You can make updates yourself or send any updates to Stacy at office@yiplainview.com
Your information will be used for our digital directory available to members online
and in the App and in our printed directory on Purim.
Did you know that our YIP calendar is available online at
https://www.yiplainview.com/calendar. You can view times for davening, upcoming
events, sign up for events, and see if a date is already booked.
Now we’ve added an easy way to avoid conflicting events. Send your upcoming simcha to office@yiplainview.com with the date, time and occasion to office@yiplainview.com. Your event will be added to the calendar as a “Private Event”
so if someone checks the calendar they can easily see if something else is scheduled.
We’ve updated our Kiddush Sponsorship options. Check out our new menus with more food and
more choices. You can view menus and book online at. www.yiplainview.com/kiddush.
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE
THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL
OF PLAINVIEW FOR YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW MEMBERS.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR
DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW,
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Optix Family Eyecare
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact
Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com
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Sisterhood Spotlight
During the harsh weather of the winter months, a feeling of hibernation comes over all of
us. Despite this natural urge, so many of you came out to show love and support for our most
deserving honoree: Rivkah Itzhaky. Rivkah is a woman full of joy, warmth and joie d’vivre.
She is constantly making others happy just by extending her infectious smile and laugh. We
are so glad we got the opportunity to honor this wonderful woman who has done so much for
the Shul and community.
The event was made possible through the hard work and dedication of our wonderful dinner committee, spearheaded by Wendy Ofer and Perri Wallowitz. The ladies did such a great
job of organizing an amazing, fun dinner that really captured the essence of Rivkah. Thank
you so much to all the woman who helped plan the dinner and all the woman you came to celebrate Rivkah. It truly was a magical night.
Michelle Meir
Sisterhood President
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE
YOUR SIMCHAS
AND HONOR LOVED ONES !
In the past two years, over 40 leaves were added to the Tree of Life
in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, the birth of
children and grandchildren, and other celebrations. Thank G-d, many
of us have had simchas this past year, so why not take this time to
donate a leaf ($72) and add to the growing Tree of Life !
If you are interested, please contact me.
Marty Taub
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We would like to thank the members of the Mikveh’s nominating committee, Diane Rabin (chair), Farnaz Berokhim, Francie Goldberg, Chavi Kersch, and Esther Linder for their work in putting together the Mikveh's slate for
the next term. We greatly appreciate the contributions of the following Board of Directors members who will be
stepping down:
Dr. Steve Albert
Abe Alper
Inbal Eshaghian
Elaine Gross
Rachel Lichtman
Judy Millman
Sally Neuhaus
Rochelle Verstaendig
The following proposed slate will be presented at the upcoming MALI General Meeting to be held on
December 16, 2018, at 8:30 pm at the Young Israel of Plainview:
Officers
Co-Presidents: Janet Akhavan and Alissa Ossip
Executive Vice Presidents: Sarah Gross and Stephanie Nathan
Building Vice President: Howard Rabin, Esq.
Treasurer: Shani Kaufman
Corresponding Secretaries: Farnaz Berokhim and Chavi Kersch
Recording Secretary: Ariella Reinstein
Board of Directors
Ilana Blackman
Aaron Chaitovsky
Edward Ehrlich, Esq.
Ellen Goldstein
Ruth Lorbert, immediate past president
Rebbetzin Shelly Portnoy
Diane Rabin
Dr. Eddie Simpser
Rochelle Sroka
Sharon Stochel
Rebbetzin Yocheved Vosoghi
Barry Zweigbaum, Esq.

Ann Cohn
Moria Leiderman
Howie Nayberg
Sagit Samuch
Shmuela Sternbach
Rebbetzin Avital Weissman

As per our recently amended bylaws:
All Officers shall be elected to hold office for a term of 2 years. Ten days from the notification of the proposed
slate shall be allowed for additional nominations from the membership. If there is only one nominee for any officer or director position, the Recording Secretary or Treasurer shall cast a unanimous ballot for said Officer or
Director (at the General Meeting).
The payment of Mikveh Dues allows members in good standing the privilege of voting at all General Membership meetings and the right to serve as a MALI Officer or Board of Director. Payment of dues may be made by
check payable to MALI or online at www.limikveh.org/Support-Us
Thank you for your continued support,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
MALI Co-Presidents
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L I FE C Y CLE A NNO UNCEME NTS
Mazal Tov
Parents, Devorah and Joshua Chaitovsky, and grandparents Meryl and Aaron Chaitovsky, on the birth of
a girl
Ohad and Levana Gil, and Rabbi Yacob & Tirtsa Gil,
on the Bat Mitzvah of Avital
Shira and Marc Ornstein on the engagement of their
daughter Alana to David Sandberg
Jessica Glowacki and Aleksey Tentler on the birth of
a girl
Rochelle Sroka on being honored by Amit of Greater
Long Island at their annual gala
Parents, Ann and Larry Cohn, and grandparents, Dorothy & Morris Kleinberg, and Celia & Julius Cohn,
on the engagement of Elana Cohn to Elliot Braun
Grandparents, Joanne and Billy Mlotok, and parents,
Choula and Mark Friedman on the birth of a boy
Grandmother, Norma Hill, and parents, Joshua and
Liat Hill, on the birth of her Chana Bracha
Jeff and Nina Hoch on the Bar Mitzvah of Matthew

Grandparents, Sandy and Barry Zweigbaum, parents,
Jamie and Shane Saplitsky, and great grandfather,
Bernie Reisner, on the birth of Tehilla Chana
Ilena and Jeff Feldstein on the engagement of Jason
to Melissa Soskin
Grandparents, Ariane & Robbie Eisman, and
Yocheved & Mitch Kushner and Roni & Ellie Goldberg, great grandparents, Cynthia and Henry Zanger,
and parents, Jason and Tamar Eisman, on the birth of
a boy
Tiffany and Mordechai Yankovich on the birth of a
boy
Aaron and Dena Tolkin on the birth of a boy
Bud & Rena Levy and Isaac & Pnina Cohen on the
marriage of Evan Levy and Sarit Cohen

Welcome
New associate member Shua Sauer of Kew Garden
Hills

Condolences

Parents, Shelly and Gary Katz, and Esther and Paul
Katz, and grandparents, Rabbi Steven and Adina
Moskowitz, on the engagement of Elisha to Chaim
Moskowitz

Simcha, Steven, Hershy and Chani Stern, Pearl Feder,
and Rita Roysman on the loss of Geil Stern, Chaya
Getel bat Yaakov Shloma

Grandparents, Ruth & Roni Lorbert, and parents,
Yosef & Chavie Lorbert, on the birth of a girl

Sara Grun on the loss of her brother, David Gross

Grandparents, Aileen and Ben Kirschenbaum, and
parents, Adam and Rebecca Abergel, on the birth of a
boy

Joel Schwitzer on the loss of his father, Zelig
Schwitzer

The Kohn family on the loss of Jerry Kohn
Ann Cohn on the loss of her father, Morris Kleinberg

Parents, Shani and David Kaufman, and grandparents, Howie Nayberg on the loss of his father, Jack
Nayberg
Judy and Joel Millman, and Lillian and Abe Kaufman, on the Bar Mitzvah of Yishai
Sondra Gottesman on the loss of her husband, Rabbi
Moshe Gottesman, HANC Dean Emeritus
Grandparents, Shelly and Larry Solomon, and parents, Diane and Jonathan Brody, on the marriage of
Amalya to Netanel Aben Danen in Israel
Grandparents, Shelly and Larry Solomon, and parents, Ari and Ilana Solomon on the engagement of
Amanda to Ben Apsan

May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
FEBRUARY 2019
2/2/2019 JOSHUA GROVER BAR MITZVAH
2/9/2019 JONAH LIEB BAR MITZVAH
2/16/2019 MEIRA FRIEDMAN BAT MITZVAH

DECEMBER 2019
12/ 7/2019 ADDISON FLOUMANHAFT BAT MITZVAH (BET MIDRASH)
12/28/2019 ELIANA MARZOUK BAT MITZVAH

MARCH 2019
3/2/2019 BEER TASTING
3/3/2019 YIP JOURNAL DINNER
3/16/2019 MALI EVENT

JANUARY 2020
1/18/2020 JACOB COHEN BAR MITZVAH

JUNE 2019
6/22/2019 AUFRUF JASON FELDSTEIN

SEPTEMBER 2020
9/5/2020 ELLIE GROSS BAT MITZVAH
DECEMBER 2020
12/19/2020 ETHAN FARBER BAR MITZVAH

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, adopted the following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21
years of age on synagogue premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated.

The shul calendar can be viewed at yiplainview.com/calendar.
To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact the Office Manager by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 100.
Please provide the date and occasion.
To book a Kiddush through the shul please visit yiplainview.com/Kiddush for options
and our catering policy
All Kiddush’s must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby naming.
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Advertising
CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for
additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

MANY THANKS TO
JOE MEISNER

FOR

PRINTING

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

