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As we approach the holiday of Sukkot, | wanted to share
with you an interesting phenomenon about bamboo. It takes
bamboo five years to grow. During the first four years, you
plant the seeds and water the soil but nothing happens.
Finally, in the fifth year you see a bud and then amazingly,
the bamboo tree shoots up to the sky; within six weeks the
bamboo grows over ninety feet!School can be so
frustrating! You don't always get the grades that you want.
You don’t always understand the point of the lesson. Be
patient! Growth takes time and perseverance. Every ounce
of energy, every minute of class time makes your roots a
little stronger. You may not see the change right away.
Continue to “water” your minds with effort and tenacity
and eventually you will see growth and success.As you sit in
your Sukkah, take a moment to look up at the bamboo, and

remember, a little patience and a lot of effort is what you
truly need to grow. Chag Sameach!

M 9&@&&4&4




On average it
takes

14 Minutes
and 3

Sometimes Esrogs

what is called a
Buddha's Hand

back to the

k begining

split while they people
grow and becom.eA’ to roll a Torah

In ancient China

Hadassim

\“> Wwere use to curea
| &
0. &, common cold

W~




In France their Sukkahs are
decorated with blue and yellow
paper chains, rose branches and
seasonal fruits like pears, apples

and grapes. Some hang a red

onion and rooster feathers on

the door to to ward of the Ayin
Hara.

Italian sukkahs are
decorated with
engraved walls that
feature pictures from
Torah. Their
decorations are made
from detailed paper
cuts and they eat round
cake to symbolize the
harvest cycle.

In Morocco Sukkahs are built on the rooftops and are lined with
curtains. In many Moroccan sukkahs, a beautifully decorated
chair is placed to represent Eliyahu HaNauvi.






WE ASKEY

TO SHARE SOME WORDS OF TORAH.
HERE ARE JUST A FEW RESPONSES:

"The Midrash says that the lulav, etrog,
hadasim and aravot all represent a
different kind of jew. The etrog
represents the tzaddik . The lulav is a
person who is mostly involved in Torah
study. The hadassim, are the Jew who is
involved in doing good deeds but does not
have the capability to study Torah. The
arovot is the Jew who doesn't learn torah.
Even though we are all different we sit in
the sukkah together because we are all
commanded to and this way we are
united”

-Michal Benovitz, 7G

"Sukkot is referred to as the
time of joy, because we are
supposed to be happy on
sukkot.”

-Raizy Friedman, 7G
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Have Fruit
Hanging in
your

?
Have You -> Sukkah?

Ever Slept
in the
Sukkah?
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Question: Can you build a
Sukkah on a boat?

In Perek Bet of Mese
chet
Sukkah the Mishna Discusses

building Sukkahs in strange places
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One who makes his sukkah on the top of a wagon, or on the deck of a ship, it
is valid and one may go up into it on the festival. If he made it on the top ofa
tree, or on the back of a camel, it is valid, but one may not go up into it on the
festival. If the tree [formed] two [walls] and one was made by the hands of
man, or if two were made by the hands of man and one was formed by the
cree, it is valid, but one may not go up into it on the festival. If three walls were
made by the hands of man and one was formed by the tree, it is valid and one
may go up into it on the festival. This is the geneml rule: in any case in which
if the tree was removed the [sukkah] could stand on its OWn, it is valid and one

may go up into it on the festival.
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Food for Thought:

Why do you think a
person would need

to build a sukkah
on a boat?
7
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It was a dark and cloudy night in New York. The year was 190U and a train waited to cross a draw bridge. In those days,
there wag a man whose job wag to stand on the bridge and swing a lantern when it wag ungafe for thetrain to pass.
When he heard the call of the train's whistle, if the bridge wasup, he would swing the lantern. If the lantern wag not

swung, the conductor would know that the bridge was down and safe for passage.

Early one Friday morning at about 8 a.m., a train crashed into the water. It wag a serious accident, a great tragedy, and
of course everyone wanted to know who was respongible. Suspicion naturally fell on the lantern swinger. After all, he wag
the one respongible for swinging hig lantern if the bridge wag up and could not be crossed. But the lantern swinger
ingisted that he had swung the lantern and since no one knew if he was telling the truth the case was brought to court.
“What i¢ your name?" the lawyer agked. "Mr. Lantern Swinger,” he responded “Where were you early on the Friday
morning in question?” "At my post,” he responded calmly. “Did you see the oncoming train?" "Yeg I did."

“Then tell the court what happened when you saw the oncoming train. Did you or didn't you swing your lantern?" A hush
fell
over the courtroom and quietly, the lantern swinger began to stutter ... "Yyy...ye...yes. | d-d-d-did swing the
lantern," he finally blurted out.

At the end of the day the Lantern Swinger's lawyer questioned him, “I've been defending you for weeks!! I've worked day
and night! You told me you were innocent. Why did you stutter like a guilty man?" The lantern swinger looked sadly at his
lawyer. "You asked me the wrong question,” he said. "You agked if | swung my lantern. You forgot to ask if the lantern
wag lit."

As we emerge from the Yamim Noraim we find ourselves leaving days filled with tfillah and spirituality behind us.
Sometimes ag we move further away we fall into routine and forget that our lanterngs need to lit. Thig year let's make
sure our tfillot are filled with kavanah and our lanterns stay lit all year long.

*«* Thought question: What is one thing that 1 can do this year to
ensure that my Davening will stay meaningful until next year?



