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This past week, I had the pleasure of visiting all of the classes in our Girls Division and join in

the pre-Chanukah excitement. I walked into third grade and the girls were in the middle of a

conversation about the miracles of Chanukah. The girls were so excited to share with me

that when the Jewish nation finally overpowered the Greeks, they quickly rededicated the

Beis HaMikdash. Wanting to light the holy menorah, they searched for oil. The Jews found

only one small, a pure jug of oil, enough to last for one night. A miracle occurred and the oil

lasted for eight days.

As I moved into middle school, I asked the girls why we celebrate the first night of Chanukah.  

The oil was supposed to last that first night. Shouldn’t we be celebrating the miracle of the

oil that lasted for the seven remaining days?

The girls shared this beautiful insight that they had learned from their wonderful Morah. The

Jewish people suffered miserably under the rule of the Greeks. There was no reason to

believe that they would survive. However, the Jews held strong to their emunah; they had the

faith that they would survive. We celebrate the first night of Chanukah as a recognition of

our faith. Even in the darkest of times, the flame of the Jewish people will never be

extinguished.

Throughout history, there have been many times when Jews could have given up in despair,

and yet they refused to accept defeat.  They gathered what remained and rebuilt. From

slavery in Egypt to Nazi Germany, Judaism has remained a ner tamid, the everlasting light of

the world that no power on earth can ever extinguish.

A note from Mrs. JacobsonA note from Mrs. JacobsonA note from Mrs. Jacobson

-Mrs Jacobson



Every year the
world's 

tallest
menorah is lit on
5th Avenue in
New York City

The most
valuable

draidel in the
world is made

out of gold with
Dimond letters
and it sold for

70,000 dollars 

Is thatIs that  
a fact??a fact?? Over 

A BILLION
Sufganiot
are made
in Israel

each year

Latke 
The largest

in the the world was
almost 8 feet wide



World
C H A N U K A H   A R O U N D  T H E

Italy

Morocco

On Tisha B'Av the Jewish
community in Rome reads

Megilat Aicha in the dark by
candlelight. When Tisha

B'Av is over they save their
candles and use them to

light their menorahs.

Moroccans eat a type of doughnut
called Sfenj. Sfenj are fried rings of

dough that are usually coated in honey
or orange sugar.

Jews in India light their
menorahs with coconut oil

instead of olive oil.

     India

Yemen
For the Jewish communities
in Yemen the seventh day of

Chanukah is all about
celebrating the heroines of

the story. These
communities mark the 7th
night as the beginning of

Chag Ha’Banot, the Festival
of the daughters and
celebrate Chanah and

Yehudit, both of who fought
bravely against the Greeks.

    
 Colombia

In Santa Marta, Columbian Jews began
their own traditional dish as an

alternative to eating fried potato latkes
called Patacones, which involves

plantain slices fried in oil.



Based on the Gemara's description of lighting Chanukah candles, what might you
assume you have to do in order to fulfill the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles?
What practical details does the Gemara leave out?
What do you think are some of the possibilities for the number of flames that are lit
each day?

Pretend you don't know how to light Chanukah candles.

Table Torah

שבת כ״א ב:ה׳
תנו רבנן מצות חנוכה נר איש
וביתו והמהדרין נר לכל אחד
ואחד והמהדרין מן המהדרין

Shabbat 21b:5
The Rabbis taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of
Chanukah is for a person to light a flame each day for
themselves and their family. And the mehadrin
approach, (those who are more careful in their
performance of mitzvot) is to light a flame for each
person in their household. And the mehadrin min
hamehadrin, (Those who are even more careful), change
the number of flames each day of Chanukah.

שבת כ״א ב:ה׳
בית שמאי אומרים יום ראשון מדליק
שמנה מכאן ואילך פוחת והולך ובית
הלל אומרים יום ראשון מדליק אחת

מכאן ואילך מוסיף והולך

Shabbat 21b:5
Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree on how we
change the number of flames each night. Beit Shammai
says: On the first day one lights eight candles and
gradually decreases the number of candles each night
(meaning that  on the last night he lights one candle.)
And Beit Hillel says that on the first day you light one
candle and gradually increase the number of lights until,
on the last day, you light eight.

The first night

according to 

Beit Shammai:

The first night

according to 

Beit  Hillel:

What is the difference between the two opinions?
Which opinion to you agree with more? Why?
Why do you think we follow the opinion of Beit
Hillel?
If we follow the opinion of Beit Hillel, why do you
think Beit Shammai's opinion is presented also in
the Gemara?
Whose opinion is presented first? Why do you
think that is? What do you think we can learn from
that?



T O  S H A R E  S O M E  W O R D S  O F  T O R A H .

H E R E  A R E  J U S T  A  F E W  R E S P O N S E S :

WE ASKED

"QUESTION: Why on Chanukah do we play with a dreidel and
on Purim we use a gragger?

ANSWER: The miracle of Chanukah was above the laws of
nature. The Jewish people were the minority and the Greeks

were the majority; we were the weak and they were the
strong. Nevertheless, thanks to Hashem , the miracle took
place and the Jews were the victors. On Purim, the miracle
was  entirely within the laws of nature. The Jewish people
gathered in prayer and fasting. Esther pleaded their case

before the king. Out of love for his Queen, he killed Haman,
their arch enemy.

Since the miracle of Chanukah came down from above , we
spin the dreidel with the handle on top. The miracle of Purim
was through an awakening from below consequently we turn

the gragger with the handle below.
On the dreidel there are four Hebrew letters נ,ג,ה,ש. This is an
abbreviation for "נס גדול היה שם" — “A great miracle took place

there.” The letters נ,ג,ה,ש have the numerical value of 358,
which is also the numerical value of the word Mashiach.

When Mashiach will come, all the nations of the world will
realize that Hashem is the only G-d. The nations will then say,
Hashem is King, Hashem“ — "י-ה-ו-ה מלך, י-ה-ו-ה- מלך, י-ה-ו-ה מלך"

is King, which also has the numerical value of 358.
We eagerly await his arrival: This is the great miracle which

we all want to see now!"
-Shalva Laster, 8G

"Fire doesn't lose anything when it
shares its flame with others. So too,

when Torah gets passed from
generation to generation, the  light

remains strong"
-Michal Benovitz, 7G

"In the Mishkan, the construction of the
Mishkan was completed on the 25th
day of Kislev. Hashem told Moshe to
wait to open it officially until  Rosh

Chodesh Nissan. The 25th day of Kislev
was somewhat offended. To make it

happy, the rededication of the second
Beit Hamikdash, in the days of the

Chashmonaim, took place on the 25th
of Kislev."

-Raizy Friedman, 7G

"Question: Parshas Mikeitz is always read during
Chanukah, but what is the connection between

them?
Answer: 1 According to halacha, the menorah is

placed on the left side of the doorpost opposite the
mezuzah. We know this because it hints  to us in the
pasuk when it says "ויהי מקץ שנתים" . The word שנתים is
an acronym for שמאל נרות תדליק, ימין מזוזה which means

on the left the candles burn, on the right the
mezuzah is placed.

Answer: 2 Some opinions state that you should have
a festive meal on Chanukah. A hint to this is when
Yosef told the overseer of his house וטבח טבח והכן “

shecht an animal and prepare it for a meal so these
men can dine with me at noon”. The words וטבח טבח

have the value of 44 during the eight days of
Chanukah we light a total of 44 candles including the

shamesh"
-Toby Kahn, 8G

"We celebrate Chanukah to publicize
the miracle. It is not about presents or
money even though I like presents, so
have fun with your family, spend time

with your friends."
-Gabriella Teitelbaum, 5G



The winter of 1777 was harsh, almost unbearable. The soldiers stationed in Valley Forge
had no inkling of why they were there. In their midst was a lone Jewish soldier and it was

the first night of Chanukah.
When all of the soldiers in the tent were fast asleep, he took out his Menorah and lit one
candle, recited the blessings, and sat down to watch the small flame dancing merrily.  It

fired his imagination and brought back a host of memories. The General, in person, stood
by his side. He looked at him and said gently, "Why are you weeping? Are you cold, my

friend?" The soldier jumped to his feet and saluted.  Then he said quietly, "I am weeping
before my Father in Heaven, sir. Everyone's fate lies in His hands; He controls the fate of

millions, the world over. I was praying for your success, General Washington. I came to this
country because I was fleeing the persecution of tyrants who have forever oppressed my

family, my townspeople and my nation. The despots will fall, sir, but you will be victorious!"
"Thank you, soldier!" The General replied heartily, and sat himself on the ground before
the menorah. And what have we here?" he asked, full of curiosity. This is a Candelabra.

Jews all over the world are lighting the first candle of our festival, Chanukah, tonight. This
serves to commemorate a great miracle that occurred to our ancestors. They were only a
handful compared to the massive armies, but they held out, thanks to their faith in G-d,

and were granted a miracle."  The bright flame ignited a flame of hope in the weary
General's eyes and he cried out joyfully, "You are a Jew? Then you are descended from a

people of Prophets! And you say that we will win the war?" "Yes, sir!" he replied
confidently. The General rose, his face glowing with renewed hope. They shook hands

heartily. Washington asked the soldier for his name and address and disappeared into the
night. On the first night of Hanukah, 1778, our Jewish veteran was sitting in his home on

Broome Street in New York. The first Hanukah light was burning brightly on his windowsill.
Suddenly, there was a knock on the door. His wife rose to open it wide. To her

astonishment, there stood President Washington. "There is that fabulous light, the
Chanukah light," he cried out happily, spotting the candle by the window. "That flame, and

your remarkable words, kindled a light in my heart on that dark and bitter night," he
reminisced. "We were in a tight situation then, and your words encouraged me so! They

spurred me on with new hope.  “You will soon be awarded a Medal of Honor from the
United States of America for your bravery in Valley Forge, but tonight you will receive a

personal memento from me." With these words he placed on the table a gold medal upon
which was engraved a Chanukah menorah with one light burning. Upon this medal was

inscribed: "As a sign of thanks for the light of your candle. George Washington."

George Washington's M
enorah



Chanukah Poem
By: Miriam Rozenberg, 8G

“Mmm”, what a smell! Sniff of the chocolate, a luring compel. 

 “oooooh”, what a sound! Sizzling of the latch, nowhere else to

be found.

“Wooooow”, what a sight! Burning of the candles, watch them
ignite.

“ouch“ what a feel! Pointy and sharp knife, to carve a family
meal.

“Yaaaaay”, what a treat! Family flying in, can't wait to meet.

“Weeeeeee”, what love! Dancing with family, present from
above.

“Laaaaaaaa”, what a song! Holiday music, playing, night long.

“Yuuuum”, what a taste! Jelly-filled donuts, none go to waste.

“Eeeeeeeek”, what a surprise! Beautifully wrapped presents,

hidden inside.

“Swiiiiiish”, what a twist! Landing on gimel, my heart beats

with bliss.

“Ahhhhhh”, what a scare! My brother got a nerf gun, what a

nightmare. 

“Clinnnnk”, what a sip! L'chaim is said, wine enters the lip.

“Finally”, how delighting! Chanukah is around the hill, you can

imagine the lights buzzing. As hours swiftly pass by while the

clock is ticking, There's a knock on the door, now it's time for

candle picking.                                                                  !

Chanukah Poem

By: Rena Rosenberg, 8G 

Flames ignite,

On Chanukah nig
ht.

Oil siz
zles,

As frostin
g drizzle

s.

Balloon
s are blown,

As parties are thrown. 

Wrapping paper is to
rn,

As excitement is
 born.

Latkes fry,

As Chanukah zoo
ms by.

Schools
 close

 down,

And there are no m
ore frowns.

No more hom
ework,

No more quizzes,

No more tests,

Just give it a rest.

Shabbos rolls 
around,

And from the streets doesn’t c
ome a sound.

Snowflakes flutter to th
e ground,

As dusty sleds are found.

Once again th
e Menorah shi

nes bright,

For it is
 such a beautiful sig

ht.

    By: Elana Algarin, 8G

For this flask of oil
so alluring, so captivating, so vivid

and also that you contribute to the most succulent donuts

and also that no homework will be left fraught

and also that I get more quality hours with my family, conveyed banter and light-

hearted laughter down my living room halls

passed by my sisters' special effects studio and my brothers' radiant headphones,

hilarious debates inclusion of "instant kills" roaming all rooms nearby, straight to

our dining room infused with fragrant traces of all oily foods and delights

and also that you make the menorah shine so bright

where showing even something so small can create the most monstrous impacts

where the darkness deconstructs, the room illuminates

where the dining room glows while engulfing you in the warmest embrace and

family bonds are nourished

where the room becomes a treasure box of open miracles and diamond lights, all

affliction is left adrift for one more night

and the menorah lights cease all seem to follow, all chimes, ding-dongs, and ringing

becomes tranquil, hushed as "sleep well" or "good night" is gently whispered as

bodies are, nuzzled and clasped filled with childhood goodnights and embrace and I

gradually drift to slumber 
where all is well 

as crickets croak, the night serene, puffs of smoke now vacant

as happiness indebted in the memories of that Chanukah night

Chanukah PoemBy Meira Aaron, 8G

Eight oily candles standing in arowso colorful and bright they allglow.Latkes are frying 
dreidels are spinning.

The menorah shines bright
on Chanukah night.Mommy’s cleaningDaddy’s reading.Family’s singing Chanakah’s beaming.

PoetryNook



PRODUCTPRODUCTPRODUCT
REVIEWSREVIEWSREVIEWS

Ceramics
By: Bella Kluger, 8G

Chanukah is coming up and because of this crazy
pandemic that decided to take over and ruin everyone's
lives, everything is closed and I have nothing for my
kids to do. Chanukah is eight days long, and I don't
even have one activity planned for my kids. So my first
plan was just to bake something with them and call it a
day. But then I remembered the last time I decided to
bake with my kids and that was a total nightmare. So I
went on to Amazon and found a ceramics painting kit
for just $17 thinking, “Wow what a great deal!” and
bought it. About two days later a small brown box
arrived at my door. I opened the box and took out the
ceramics. When my kids saw it, they got so excited and
started to jump up and down. I then set everything up,
and they started to paint. I left the kitchen and after
about 2 minutes I got back, and there was colorful
paint all over my cabinets and shattered ceramics all
over the floor. All in all, this was a terrible activity and I
would never buy it again.

Embroidered Draidel    

By: Daniella Taub, 8G

About time! This embroidered dreidel said that it comes

with multi colored diamonds and a matching menorah

although it is $1,346. I immediately put in my cart and

ordered it! Doesn't that sound stupendous: “an

embroidered dreidel.” Well, let me tell you how wrong I

was. Once I ordered it, it said it would be delivered within

the week. So I'm waiting and waiting and waiting!! It

comes a month later with a large amount of packing

peanuts. My kids dashed to open the box and entertain

themselves with them. They were in my children’s clothes,

hair, bed and even the shower. How'd it get in the shower?

I am clueless. Not even getting to look at the dreidel or

menorah yet because of my insane children. I take the

package with the dreidel and menorah in it and open it. My

mouth dropped. This so-called “dreidel and menorah” that

cost $1,346 - was not even real gold! It  smelled like

washable children’s paint that dried and eggplant. And it

looked like a four year old took gold paint and gems and

put them on a menorah and dreidel. All in all, I would

never EVER EVER order this again and hope you don't

waste your money the way I did.

Gluten-Free Latkes
By Faiga Gordon, 8GIf you ever think ordering gluten-free dietlatkes from Amazon are a good idea, they’renot. To start, they come in a styrofoamcontainer that is practically impossible to open.Next, the taste is atrocious. When you firstopen the container, you smell burnt oil with alittle hint of potato. I took my first bite of these“healthy latkes.”  All I tasted was burnt rubberwith a little hint of a stale potato chip. I threwthem out immediately but the smell still lingersin my house many months later. The returnpolicy was amazing. I got all my money backand a Chanukah presents courtesy of JeffBezos. All in all, this product gets a 1-starreview because if you like the taste of burntrubber you will love this product.

Chanukah Candles    

By: Atara Freidman,  8G 

Where do I even start with this indescribably terrible product? I guess

I can start with the horrible stench that these candles give off as soon

as you light them. On the first night of Chanukkah when my family

and I lit the menorah, we were hit with the most repelling scent. Let

me tell you it was not fun. My kids were screaming like crazy the

whole night. The screaming got to a point where my husband and I

decided to pick up and take our children to a hotel thinking it would

be gone by the morning. Boy were we wrong!  T the next day when

our children were in school, we went to check on our house and were

greeted with the most disturbing smell of our lives. We had to go to

Costco and buy one hundred massive fans, open all the windows and

doors just to get the smell to be somewhat bearable. The smell was

so horrific that it settled on each and every countertop and piece of

furniture that we owned. It was not contained to our house. The

smell was chasing us everywhere we went. If this kept up we would

be sent out of any store we walked into because of the stench that

trailed close behind us.  When we realized the situation was

hopeless, we had to stay in the hotel for four months while we got

our house cleaned professionally. Each surface had to be cleaned

ninety times. I would give these candles negative five stars, but since

there is no option like that on the survey they asked me to fill out, I

am just writing that here. As you can see, I would strongly

discourage anyone from purchasing this product, unless of course

you would like to have an excuse for a four month vacation!



PRODUCTPRODUCTPRODUCT
REVIEWSREVIEWSREVIEWS

Frying Pan
By: Shoshana Bennett,8G

DON’T BUY THIS PAN!! Chanukah is all about the fried food,
therefore it’s important to have a good frying pan,
preferably non-stick. I know it may sound like I’m

exaggerating, but my kids are obsessed with latkes and
donuts. So I browsed through Amazon looking for a pan that

claimed to be high quality, until I found this. It happened to
be “Amazon’s choice”. Do yourself a favor, if you ever need a

non-stick frying pan you would save yourself a huge
headache by just buying a more expensive one in person. I
never knew a frying pan could cause such mayhem. First of

all, Amazon’s two day shipping is a joke, it came to us about
two weeks later. Luckily I ordered it a month in advance, but

that’s not all. When my family and I sat down to dinner on
the first night of Chanukah, we all gagged because

apparently the chemicals they used to make it non-stick had
seeped into our food. I cannot begin to tell you how

disgusting it tasted, because it was that awful. Furthermore,
two out of three of my kids got food poisoning from the

frying pans’ chemicals. All in all, I would rate this product
zero stars, and please I’m begging you don’t even consider

ordering this, it's just not worth it.

Draidels    

By: Aviva Taibe, 8G

When I thought dreidels couldn’t go wrong I was struck with surprise from this

order. I went on Amazon on holiday specials and found “Dreidels cheaters

addition” in big neon letters, and I needed to get that for all the little cheaters

out there. Three days later it arrives and I am confronted with several types of

dreidels. 

Dreidel 1) Weighted dreidel. The weighted dreidel basically is weighted on the

gimel so it always lands on it. Thrown dreidels, crying kids, and a massive

dreidel MESS, this top was not fun. 

Dreidel 2) All none nun .The All-none-nun should be given to your cousin who

claims she is the best at this. It has nune on every side to ensure that she has

NUN more chocolates. This dreidel can lead to some fights but other than that

it’s really good. 

Dreidel 3) Shin Shun Haven! This terrible dreidel will leave you with

nightmares! And trust me I experienced that first hand! It has one gimel, and

not one but TWO shins on each side. So if you land on one you have to put out

ALL of your chocolates. This should definitely be handed to the bratty relative

for they deserve it. 

Dreidel 4) Hay is going HAY Wire!I personally don’t mind hays. But sometimes

they can get a little annoying! Hays being spun, half the chocolates gone, the

next person to get a gimmel will basically be like getting a hay. So the “Hay is

going HAY Wire!” Is that when you get a hay you get all of it, just like a gimmel.

And the next person to get a gimmel can’t take any. Mwa ha ha ha! You should

probably give this to your “partner in crime”.

So I use these at my Chanukah party and was astonished by how terrible they

turned out. The Weighted dreidels just hurt people when the little kids threw

them. The All-none-nun made my second cousin five times removed cry. And

Shin-Shun-Haven sent me to my room for ten minutes. Like what a rip off! Then

the “Hay goes HAY Wire” just made my cousin win instead of me. 

This was also ten dollars, yes you heard it TEN WHOLE dollars! As you can see,

this is a terrible idea, unless you want to make Chanukkah at Uncle Shloimy’s

house in Canada next year.

Tiny Menorah
By Leora Cohn, 8GThe tiny menorah, “Take it on the go, it will still glow.”Deceptive, misleading, this statement is a complete lie.I found this $931 little gold menorah on Amazon, andit was the worst buy of my life. Not only was itdownright overpriced, but when I opened the box, allI saw was a scratched up, awkward sized, off goldblock with some sticks poking out. One enormouslymisleading thing about this product was that thedescription was “shiny flawless gold, tiny menorahwith beautiful embellishments.” Opposingly, it was adull gold, and an inconvenient size. Another key thingthat changed this from the perfect menorah to theworst buy ever was that unlike the description, it wasfull of flaws.  For example, every single night ofChanukah I found a new unpleasant scratch on mymenorah. Lastly, the price of this menorah was utterlyridiculous, and totally craze. All in all, this menorah isa  terrible mistake with an absolutely misleadingdescription that nobody should ever buy.

Glass Table   

By: Racheli Hala, 8G

One day a few days before Chanukah, I was

scrolling on amazon and I saw a huge glass table

with a Magen David in the center.  I started thinking

and decided it would be perfect since my entire

family is coming over for a Chanukkah party and I

needed a place to put the food. A couple of days

later, the table arrived and it came with 100 mini

candles.  I decided instead of putting food on it, I

would light all the candles and leave it in the middle

of the dining room. The next day during the party I

was in the kitchen with my sister and we heard a

*boom* *crash*. Turns out you are not supposed to

put candles on a glass table or it will break. If you

are looking to buy a cute table, this is the one for

you, but if you are planning to put candles on it,

keep looking.



Latkes Sufganiot Gelt Other

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

Apple sauce
56.7%

Sour Cream
20%

I eat my latkes plain
13%

I dont like latkes
10.3%

How many
people in your
family light
their own
menorah?

Candles
53.3%

Oil
46.7%

Everyone lights their own
53.3%

Everyone except my mother
26.5%

Just my father
20.2%

CHANUKAHCHANUKAHCHANUKAH
STATSSTATSSTATSWe surveyed grades

4-8 to find out more
about their
Chanukah

minhagim. See how
yours compare!!

What is your favorite
Chanukah food?

Do you eat your
latkes with
apple sauce or
sour cream?

What do
you light
your
menorah
with?
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