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 Welcome Back!  We hope everyone enjoyed the winter break.  We were so excited to 
welcome all the children back to school and began our week with a Rosh Chodesh Shvat assem-
bly.  As the children walked in, Morah was singing the Makkot song from the past 2 Parshiot.  
We were so excited to learn what we had missed over vacation.  Morah told us to remember 
what we were singing about for just a little later in the assembly! 

Birthday Claps! 



 

 

We sang our Chodesh song, sang goodbye to Tevet and 
hello to Shvat! 

We discussed what holiday comes in Shvat (Tu B’Shvat) 
and a tree joined our birthday children for their birth-
day dance.   

We then learned something very special from this week’s 
Parsha. Morah asked the children to remember the song 
they were singing when they first entered the room and 
then taught them that before Bnei Yisrael left Mitz-
rayim Hashem told Moshe to teach them a Mitzvah!   The 
lights in the playroom were shut off and 
all the children saw was Moshe Rabeinu 
and a shining moon !   

Do you know what that Mitzvah was? 

That’s right!  The Mitzvah of Rosh Cho-
desh!  We watched as the moon disap-
peared and then came back as just a 
sliver!  That’s how the Jews knew many, 
many years ago that it was Rosh Chodesh!  

Moshe instructed everyone to keep the Mitzvah of Rosh 
Chodesh and that from now on, Nissan would be the first 
month of the Jewish year, just the same way we sing our 
Chodesh song.  That is the month of Geula, when the 
Jews were freed from Mitzrayim and on their way to the 
Midbar to receive the Torah from Hashem. 

The lights went back on and we discussed the other 
birthdays in the Jewish calendar: Tishrei-Rosh Hashana, 
the birthday of the world.  Shvat:  The birthday of the 
trees. 



 

 

Dates to Remember: 

 If you have a child going into PreK next year and have not yet filled out the Universal PreK 
application, please do so immediately. 

 Wednesday, February, 15th:  PreK Brachot Play.  9:30am.  

 Friday, February 17th:  No Sessions.   Teacher professional development day.  

 Monday, February 20th:  President’s day. No sessions. 

 Tuesday, February 21st-Friday, February 24th:  Regular sessions.   No bus service.  

 Friday, February 24th.  Rosh Chodesh Adar assembly.   Please dress your child in a 
white top and dark bottom. 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Director of Early Childhood & First Grade:  Jacqueline Borgen 

We woke up Mitzvah Man and learned about our new 
Mitzvah, making a Kiddush Hashem.  Morah Miriam and 
Morah Jackie acted out different situations and elicited 
the children's responses.  We then asked the yeladim to 
raise their hands if they made a Kiddush Hashem over 
winter vacation.  All the yeladim raised their hands.  We 
know that Hashem is very proud of us when we behave 
like nice Jewish boys and girls.  We will try to make a 
Kiddush Hashem wherever we go!  

The children received stickers and returned to class. 

Here is a  video link from our assembly: 

https://youtu.be/Mzs98kOQqmw 

https://youtu.be/Mzs98kOQqmw


 

 

We asked the children, “What was your favorite part of the Rosh Chodesh assembly?” 

Here are some of their answers: 

I liked when 
Morah Jackie 
shut off the 

lights. 

I liked when 
Morah Jackie 
showed us the 

moon. 

I liked when we 
saw the moon 

and knew it was 
Rosh Chodesh. 

I liked seeing the 
birthday children 

dance with the 
tree in the mid-

dle. 

I liked going 
up and opening 
Mitzvah Man's 

house. 

I liked when 
the moon 

turned big 
and small. 



 

 

After completing a unit on space, our Kindergartners went on a space 
mission at the Challenger Space Center.  

The children went on a simulated space mission to Mars. KA and KB  were divided into two 
groups, with half assigned to be engineers and scientists in the mission control room and the 
other half assigned to be astronauts on the “spacecraft.” The classes switched places halfway 
through the mission, so that each class would get the full experience. Just like real astro-
nauts, they attended a briefing session, then selected tasks to perform on their mission: navi-
gation, medical, communication, or life support. The key was teamwork.  The participants had 
to work together to complete a successful mission. The classes had a fun time! A special thank 
you to the parents who came on our trip to Mars! 


