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 Over the past few weeks, the children have been learning all about the up-
coming holiday of Thanksgiving.  The culmination of our Thanksgiving unit was this 
Wednesday, when all of the Early Childhood classes celebrated Thanksgiving to-
gether at their feast. They enjoyed freshly made Thanksgiving food, played Indi-
an games, sang many Thanksgiving songs, read Thanksgiving books and even shared 
with their co-grades class written books and pictographs.  One key component of 
teaching a unit in ASHAR’s Early Childhood program is connecting the unit and les-
sons to our everyday lives, thereby making the lessons meaningful to the children.  
The connection here  was very simple.  Thanksgiving is not only a story about Pil-
grims and Indians from many years ago, it is a story of our grandparents’ journey, 
as Pilgrims to America, as well.  This is a  very important aspect of Thanksgiving, 
an American holiday, that relates to us as Jews.  The teachers implemented this 
meaningful approach to their lessons to make the connection comprehensive and 
relevant to the children.  One book which was read to your children, “Rivkah’s 
First Thanksgiving,” by Elsa Okon Rael,  is a wonderful book that incorporates this 
theme in the story. Have a very Happy Thanksgiving!  



Dyeing Headbands 
with the liquid dye of real fruits and 

vegetables, just like the Indians. 
Patterned 

Headbands 

Woven 
Place-

mats with 
our 

“Indian 
Names!” 

Shape Patterned Vests 
Spray Painted Indian Shirts 

THANKSGIVING BOOK 

Tom-Toms 



Our children authored and illustrated class 
books titled,  

“I am Thankful for…” 
Here are a few pages from them. 



Thanksgiving 
Activity Centers 

Blowing Turkey Feathers 

“Gobble, Gobble!” 

Nursery 

Turkey Cookies  

Matching colored 
clothespins to make the 

turkey ‘s feathers 

How many 
turkeys? 

Pilgrim/Indian 
Venn Diagrams 

Roll the die 
and build 

your  
turkey! Which picture 

is different? 



We asked the children, “What was your favorite part of the Thanksgiving learning?” 
Here are some of their answers: 

I liked  
making my tur-

key cookie. 

I liked  
when we made a 

Thank You  
Hashem book 
and I drew a  
picture of my 
whole family. 

I liked mak-
ing the 

Thanksgiving 
book.  It 
looks so 

nice. 

I liked spraying 
paint on my 

shirt to make it 
like an Indian 

shirt. 

I liked when we 
made Indian vests 

and painted 
shapes in differ-

ent colors and 
patterns. Then we 
trimmed the bot-

tom to make 
fringes. 

I liked writing 
a story with 

pictures on the 
drum, Tom 

Tom.  



We are very excited about our upcoming Open House/ Chesed Program.  Our current fami-
lies will join with prospective parents and their children at this event. All children grades 
Nursey-1st grade are invited to join us along with their par-
ents on Sunday, December 3rd at 2:00pm in the school lunch-
room.  If you know families who might be interested in sending 
their children to our Yeshiva, please bring them along. This is a 
great opportunity for us to bring in new families and show 
them what ASHAR is all about. It will be a wonderful event of 
Chesed, fun and yummy cookies and ice cream too!   
 
We officially launched this year’s Open House Chesed cam-
paign in school. We are collecting children's Chanukah pre-
sents to donate to the children of Chai Lifeline in different 
local hospitals. Please help your child be a part of this 
special experience by sending a Chanukah gift to school 
with your child.  
 
We look forward to sharing this wonderful Chesed with you! To 
RSVP, please visit https://www.ashar.org/openhouse      
Tizku L’Mitzvot! 

 Dates to Remember: 
 
 Thursday, November 23 & Friday, November 24th:  Thanksgiving Vacation  
 Sunday, December 3rd:  Open House Chesed program.   2:00pm.  
 Sunday, December 10th: ASHAR Chanukah Boutique.  Scholastic Book Fair 

Opens in ASHAR.   
 Monday, December 18th:  Chanukah vacation.   No sessions.  
 Tuesday, December 19th:  Nursery Chanukah Mommy & Me Program, 9:30am.  
 Wednesday, December 20th:   Kindergarten Chanukah Play, 9:30am.  

 

Shabbat Shalom! 
Director of Early Childhood & First Grade:  Jacqueline Borgen 

 

We had our first Universal PreK visit.   

Mr. Arnie, “I cherished my fun with the laughing, learning Asharites.  I 
was accompanied by new assistant, the new UPK Facilitator, Ms. 
Mary Gamory, who wrote a glowing report…” 

“There were so many displays of the children’s work.  The children 
created books on the 5 senses with 3-D illustrations and the chil-
dren’s words transcribed.  The children were actively engaged, happy 
and interactive.  Children were playing in centers, engaged and coop-
erating beautifully.  The sensory table was full of accessories and 
leaves were also incorporated.  There was a wonderfully arranged 
table with items that were connected to their Thanksgiving theme and 
it was accessible for the children.  You are off to a wonderful start!”  

https://www.ashar.org/openhouse


The PTA is looking for vendors for its annual Chanukah Boutique, Sunday, 
December 10th.     E-mail pta@ashar.org for more info… 

mailto:pat@ashar.org

