
 
Parshat Devraim                   5  Av 5777 July  28,  2017      Candle Lighting 7 :59 PM  

Menahel’s Message:  People First 
 

Chazal teach that although the physical destruction of the two Batei Mikdash was carried out by our enemies, doing 

so would have been impossible had Hashem not allowed the unthinkable to transpire.   In the words of the Midrash, 

the wicked Titus’ success in razing the Second Temple was the equivalent of regrinding pre-ground flour:  " קמחא

 The difficult lessons of the Churban thus transcend specific historical and political ramifications, and    .טחינא טחן"

speak to the Jewish People’s individual and collective relationships with the Ribbono shel Olam- and to one another. 

Most fundamentally, Hashem’s decision to allow the destruction of His abode demonstrates the primacy of human 

beings over things, including even those as holy as the Batei Mikdash.  Rather than inflict a devastating consequence upon His 

children proportionate to Klal Yisrael’s sins, Hashem instead vented His wrath upon buildings of wood and stone.  To again quote 

the Midrash, "כילה חמתו בעצים ואבנים. " The kedusha of the Batei Mikdash was immense, but apparently less significant than the 

lives spared as a result of their destruction. 

Pay attention to people - all kinds of people- and 

try to be sensitive to others’ needs.  Look for 

opportunities to put a smile on another person’s 

face.  Emphasize people over things, and perhaps, 

rather than commemorating  yet another year of 

aveilus yeshana, this coming week’s Tisha B’Av will 

be the first Yom Tov of many celebrating the full 

return of the Shechina to Yerushalayim,  bi’meheira 

b’yameinu.  

Shabbat Shalom. 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Students, parents, and visitors will be welcomed by the wondrous 
new murals by Mrs. Surie Neumann, beautifying our hallways and 
lobby. 

Professional Development 
 The ASHAR administrators have created a professional 
development website (using Google Suites for Education) 
for our teachers including research, instructional strategies, 
classroom management techniques, and best practices. We 
will be updating the site throughout the year to provide 
our teachers with immediate access to vital information 
regarding their professional growth. 

 Throughout the summer, the ASHAR faculty has been 
attending professional development workshops including 
How Did You Get That? Improving Mathematical Thinking 
and Response,Quickwrites—Quick and Easy Writing 
Prompts That Build Fluency and Improve Learning. 



 
 ASHAR  
 
 
 
 
 

Streamlining the reading program using the Seven Active 

Reading Strategies Approach will promote continuity 

throughout the grades. 

 

STEM-related literacy projects throughout the grades will promote cross-curricular 

thinking and analysis. 

 

The implementation of The Write Approach to Structured Writing in 

grades 2 - 8 will  streamline writing instruction and build confident 

writers in content areas as well as language arts. 

 

Math continuity is a major goal for the upcoming school year. To 

achieve this, we will be restructuring elements of our math program: 

 Math facts and computation mastery will be reinforced and 

assessed with daily drills throughout each grade level. 

  

 The current curriculum will be revamped to incorporate math 

applications.   





 
The summer is moving along quickly and so are all the 
preparations for September 2017!  Interest in our 
wonderful Yeshiva has continued over the summer and 
many new families are coming in to hear about our 
wonderful program.  Even though our Nursery and PreK 
classes are full, and there is no longer room for their 
children, they are preparing to register for the following 
school year this November so as not to get closed out.  This 
is excellent news for our Yeshiva and its growth.  Thanks to 
all of you for spreading the word about our wonderful 
Yeshiva and all that we offer! 

The cleaning crew has been busy cleaning our Early Childhood and first grade classrooms and will be finished by next week.   Our 
first grade teachers are in school already setting up their beautiful new classrooms, and they look great!  We are very excited 
about our new location.  The rooms are bigger and can hold our centers, learning rug, computer stations, Smartboard and 
more.  Our Early Childhood teachers will be coming in once their classrooms are clean and will begin the process of creating warm 
and welcoming classrooms for your children.  

Our first mailing of upcoming dates, orientation and school supplies will be sent out shortly.  

I’d also like to thank you for taking the time to fill out the Early Childhood Survey.  I truly appreciate your responses and will take 
them into consideration for future planning. If you would like me to contact you to discuss your comments, please reach out to me 
at ASHAR and I will be happy to get back to you.  As this survey was completely anonymous, I do not have a way of reaching out to 
you. 

I would like to share some of the results and comments with you.   Ninety four percent or higher would recommend the program 
to friends, rated the program very high quality, were very satisfied with the program, were pleased with the program’s specialties 
and feel their educational needs have been met.   

“We love ASHAR! Very impressive faculty and administrators and great facility.” 

“We LOVE ASHAR’s Early Childhood program. Our children were happy to be at school, the staff is professional and easy to contact 
via email.” 

“Overall, it's a very well organized program with warm and dedicated teachers. My child is very happy at school.” 

“The entire program from nursery through kindergarten has been nothing less than amazing. The dedication, devotion, 
professionalism, safety, atmosphere and everyone involved in this program were all amazing. The things that you have implanted 
in our child is priceless. Thank you, and much success in the years ahead.” 

“ASHAR is amazing with the personal attention that each kid gets, & the communication via the parent locker system is nice and 
useful.” 

“Really happy with everything!”  

“ASHAR is a top quality school! Incredible program! Nothing else like it in the area! I wouldn't consider any other private Orthodox 
school in the area. Thank you so much! We are so excited about the next 10+ years as our children go through the school.” 

“We love ASHAR!  Best school around!” 

“Keep up the great work!” 

“Thank you so much!!” 

“ASHAR is an incredible school, which is well organized and beautiful.” 

“The school has wonderful values, and the programs for the children have a level of education and ruach that is unsurpassed. The 
end-of-the-year program was especially well directed.” 

“As a parent, when I visit ASHAR, I am left with a strong sense of confidence in the school and comfort that my child is in a good 
environment that is well organized and fun, with very strong Jewish values.” 

- Jaqueline Borgen 



Behind the Scenes:  An Interview with Mrs. Lisa Weber 

Just because the school year has come to a close, that doesn't mean the doors of ASHAR have 

closed. The Administrative office is in full swing, closing out this past year and preparing for the 

exciting year to come! 

I was able to steal a few minutes from Mrs. Lisa Weber’s busy schedule to find out a little more 

about what's been going on since the students finished their term. 

Yissie Steinhart (YS), ASHAR Board Member:   When did you first start working  at ASHAR? 

Mrs. W:  I've been working for the school in a few different capacities since around 1990. I used to sub for teachers and 

volunteered in the library. I have held my current position in the school office for about 14 years now. 

YS:  Wow!! 14 years is a long time to be doing the same thing each day. 

Mrs. W:  I really enjoy working with my co-workers here in the office, and the teachers and administrators. We feel like a family. 

Even though there are clear similarities in my daily schedule, each day is different and unique; I'm NEVER bored. I think that's my 

favorite part of my job. There is always something to do, and someone to help. 

YS:  Have any of your children gone to ASHAR? 

Mrs. W:  All of my five children are ASHAR graduates. B’H they have all gone on to accomplish great things, and are proud to say 

that ASHAR is where they learned the basics. 

YS:  You are always helping out and keeping the school running smoothly. What are some of the less known tasks you take care 

of? 

Mrs. W:  I always try to anticipate the needs or requests that will come my way so I am prepared. But some of the other things I 

take care of are maintaining the library (I really love the library, and hope that as many students as possible take advantage of the 

great resource we have), overseeing the sunshine fund, making sure there is candy and pretzels available for that little "pick me 

up." I also try to recycle whenever possible, especially if there are supplies that are usable but have been discarded. I just finished 

rolling up all of the coins the 2G class collected for Tzedakah this year! Once the coins have been deposited in the bank I will be 

able to send out a check to Camp HASC!! Great job girls!!!  

YS:  Are things any quieter now that the students are out for the summer? 

Mrs. W:  A little, but there is a camp that rents space in our building for the summer so the halls are still filled with kids  . 

YS:  What kind of preparations are being done for next year now? 

Mrs. W:  Some of the teachers are coming in to prepare their classrooms.  As you know, some of the classrooms will be 

reassigned, so there is work to be done to make sure everything is ready for September. Mrs. Neuman is painting some beautiful 

murals in the front entry way! She is doing an amazing job. The educational administrators are working on the various curricula 

for all of the grades, making sure our classes are learning at the highest standards. And as I mentioned, there is always something 

for me to do. 

YS:  Are you getting any calls from parents now after the term has ended? 

Mrs. W:  There have been regular calls from parents, but they are calling to find out about registration. Mrs. Borgen and Mrs. 

Schuh have been scheduling student interviews for the early childhood, elementary and middle school programs. 

YS:  So things are still humming along. 

Mrs. W:  Absolutely, and as the summer progresses I know there will be more and more to get done as we get closer to the 2017 - 

'18 school year. I'm looking forward to it! 







Calendar Highlights 2017-2018 
 

August 29 Tuesday 

Early Childhood & 1st Grade,  

Faculty Meetings/Professional Dev. Half Day Sessions for Teachers 

 30 Wednesday 

Faculty Meetings /  

Professional Development Full Day Sessions for Teachers 

  31 Thursday 

Faculty Meetings /  

Professional Development Full Day Sessions for Teachers 

Sept. 3 Sunday Family Fun Day Details to follow 

  4 Monday Labor Day   

  5 Tuesday 

Faculty Meetings;  

Orientations:   

1st grade, 9 a.m. 

5th grade, 11:00 a.m. Full Day Sessions for Teachers 

  6 Wednesday First Day of School, Grades 1-8 Regular Sessions 

  6 Wednesday Back to School Night, N-K, 8:00 p.m.   

  7 Thursday 

Early Childhood Orientation,  

Grades N, PK, K   

  8 Friday 
First Day of School, Early Childhood, 
Grades N, PK, K   

  12 Tuesday 
Back to School Night, Grades 1-4, 
7:00 p.m.   

  13 Wednesday 
Back to School Night, Grades 5-8, 
7:00 p.m.   


