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Menahel’s Message:  New Beginnings! 
 In each Shemoneh Esrei throughout the Yomim Noraim and Aseres Yemei Teshuva, 

we ask that Hashem inscribe us in the Book of Life: זכרינו לחיים מלך חפץ בחיים וכתבינו בספר

 Yet only at the end of the Chazan’s repetition of the Mussaf do we more fully   החיים" .

express the nature of the life we truly desire:   

 כתבינו בספר החיים, ככתוב 'ואתם הדבקים בה' אלוקיכם חיים כלכם היום'"."

“Inscribe us in the Book of Life, as it is written,  

‘You who cleave to Hashem your God are all alive today.'” 

While we initially beseech the Almighty to simply grant us 
another year of life, as our davening progresses we become 
emboldened and eventually - right before the very end of 
Mussaf - we gather the courage to request not only life but 
quality of life.  We ask that the innate and inseparable bond 
of every individual Jewish soul to its Maker enable a year 
that is both meaningful and palpably uplifting, thus ensuring 
a year that is spiritually and emotionally fulfilling.   

As we begin an exciting new school year filled with promise 
and hope, let’s not forget the big picture.  Yes, we are cer-
tainly concerned with our children’s academic and social pro-
gress, and together we will work tirelessly to maximize the 
potential of each and every child.  But we are equally con-
cerned with laying the foundation of spiritually meaningful 

lives punctuat-
ed by very personal relationships with the Ribbono shel 
Olam through Torah and mitzvos. 

And when each of us prays for the well-being and success 
of our children this Rosh Hashanah, don’t be afraid to “go 
for broke.”  Don’t settle for just living, but rather daven 
for quality of life.  Daven for the contentment, happiness 
and fulfillment that is the ultimate destiny of every Jewish 
neshama eternally bound to Hashem:  . ואתם הדבקים בה' “
 אלוקיכם"

Enjoy the beautiful nachas of watch-
ing your children continue to grow 
and flourish during the coming 
year.  May it be a year of peace, 

prosperity and success,   !לנו ולכל ישראל 

With best wishes for a kesiva va’chasima tova and Shabbat Shalom, 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 



Each Tuesday and Thursday, 4:20- 5:00 PM, motivated 6th-8th grade boys join me for extra Torah study as part of 
our Masmidim after-school learning program.  Though refreshments are often provided (feel free to send properly 
marked pareve snacks for the group) and participants are treated to a special end of year trip, the true motivation 
is the boys' growing sense of appreciation of Torah Lishmah and dibbuk chaveirim.   Masmidim will begin Tuesday 
September 26 and will b'ezras Hashem continue each Tuesday and Thursday throughout the year unless 
otherwise noted.  Please make carpool arrangements if your son will be participating.  
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On the Road to a New Year! 
The Middah of the Month program for the middle school talmidim is off to a fantastic start! 

Chazal teach  תשובה ותפילה וצדקה מעבירין את רוע הגזירה so the focus on Elul 

is Teshuva. Common traffic symbols remind the talmidim of some of the steps 

needed in order to do . תשובה  Sometimes we need to STOP a negative action 

that we are doing. In other cases, we may need to YIELD to others and let 

others go ahead of us. Additionally, we need to think about mistakes we may 

have made and make a U-TURN to go back and fix them. Each time a talmid 

completes a מידה  card describing a time he took one these steps, he is 

entered into a raffle for a chance to win one of 3 exciting prizes!  

 

Current Question:  We usually daven for rain and are concerned about 

droughts in Israel. Considering current events these past few weeks, how 

an water cause damage / be a negative thing? 

Shua Schwartz, 5B 

Water can cause damage. Florida gets a 
lot of rain. One reason they get a lot of 
rain is that Florida is in the south. It’s 
really humid in Florida. They have a lot 
of storms. That’s why Florida gets a lot 
of rain. 

Tornados are really bad. A tornado is 
when cold and hot weather chases each 
other at a really fast paste. A tornado is 
a huge gust. Tornados destroys a lot of 
things. That’s why tornados are really 
bad. 

  Hurricane Irma was terrible. Hurricane 
Irma was located in most parts in 
Florida.  Hurricane Irma was so 
dangerous. Electric power lines 
exploded and it was really hard wind. 

Max Fetman, 5th Grade    

        Too much rain can be bad. For 
example, too much rain can mean 
that there is a storm. This can 
cause blackouts where people lose 
power. With too much rain there 
can also be thunder which can 
scare young children and cause 
them to drop their lollypops. Too 
much rain can also cause floods. 
Floods can ruin things and make 
hospitals and schools close down. 
Hurricanes also have too much 
rain and they can blow roofs off, 
cause lightning to strike, and 
throw cars around. These are 
reasons why too much rain can be 
a bad thing.           

Dovi Gershuny, 5B             

Water can be cause damage and have 
a negative effect.  Hurricanes have high 
winds that blow the rain.  The rain 
soaks into the ground causing trees to 
fall on houses, cars, electric wires and 
roads.  The water makes the roads wet 
causing people to crash into each 
other. People can’t travel safely from 
place to place.  The roads are 
dangerous.  Floods can ruin basements 
by making them wet.  Floods can also 
destroy plants and trees.  Floods can 
be so high that people can 
drown.  Rain is good when it comes in 
the right amount, at the right time and 
with limited wind. 

MINYANaire 
Talmidim who are conscientious and respectful during minyan have the chance to become 

an ASHAR MINYANaire of the week!  MINYANaires of the week will be posted on the 

MINYANaire bulletin board and will be eligible to earn exciting rewards. 



 
* Our first through third grade girls made covers for their 
Rosh Hashana cookbook. 

* In Chumash, our seventh grade girls illustrated a realistic 
depiction of Matan Torah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kayla Leiser, Class 3G 

   This summer I did a lot of fun things.  First of all I went swimming. 

Next I played Pickle Ball.  Third I went on trails.  Clearly, I had an 

amazing summer. 

 

 

 

Our eighth graders applied our school year theme of positivity to the books they read this summer. They are 
currently finishing their literary essays. Stay tuned for the finished product. 

* Congratulations to our eighth grade girls on 
being selected for senior jobs for this year: 

Hadassha Kass and Lani Fetman-  Class 
Historians 

Shira Turner and Ayelet Halper - Spirit Day 
Coordinators 

Shira Pollak and Goldy Zazon - “Names, Not 
Numbers” Event Chairs 

Eliana Leiser and Rikki Rosman- Big Sister/
Little Sister Program Heads 

Toby Volcovics - Yearbook Editor-in-Chief 

Chaya Hill and Mikayla Bruschanky -
  Yearbook Art Editors 

Devorah Ruderman - Yearbook Literary Editor 

Specific jobs descriptions to follow.  

*The WRITE Approach to Structured Writing is a unique writing program that 
incorporates multi-modality methodology to make the writing process fun 
and accessible to students of a wide range of abilities at multiple levels of 
instruction.  Here are samples from 3G. 



As we start the new school year, we wanted to make a special mention of work that we accomplished this 
past year through our partnership with Teach NYS. Our schools will now be eligible for reimbursements for 
the costs of qualified science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) instructors. We also start 
this year with more funding for security programs to keep our kids safe, and for the other essential state 
programs that our school relies on more than ever. Teach NYS leads the charge in Albany and across the 
state for new opportunities for increased funding for our schools. We encourage your active involvement with 
Teach NYS to support our teachers, ease the tuition burden, and provide our children with brighter futures. 
Please consider joining Teach NYS on their mission to Albany this spring so you can play a part in 
advocating for our children’s futures. Fill out this link   https://teachadvocacy.org/preregister/ 

to receive more information about this important mission.   

From the ASHAR PTA:  We hope everyone received their calendar and white board.  We wish everyone a sweet and healthy new 

year:  our students who received the hacky sack balls, and our staff who received bottles of wine!   

Looking forward to w wonderful new school year.  Andrew, Civia & Nechama. 

https://teachadvocacy.org/preregister/
https://teachadvocacy.org/preregister/

