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Learn! 
  by Rabbi Daniel Isaacs  
 

le’ilui nishmas my mother, Chana Helena bas HaRav Aviezri Avraham 

Learning…it’s why we’re here! We’re alive to learn:  to grow and 

improve, to see Hashem’s wonders and goodness and gain an 

inkling of His greatness. The GR”A says, in the beginning of 

Evven Shlomo, that the whole point of life is to change one mid-

dah, and if not, why be alive?! In order to change a middah, one 

must learn what’s right, what he is and what he’s doing, and 

lwat to do. But how do we learn? 

The first Rashi in this week’s Parsha explains why the story of 

the meraglim comes immediately after the story of Miriam’s 

punishment for speaking about Moshe: “for she was punished 

for speaking slander about her brother, and these wicked ones 

saw and didn’t take mussar.” There was an expectation that 

they would 1. Observe what happened, 2. Think about what 

they observed, and 3. Apply it to themselves. They didn’t learn 

from what they saw, so they were severely punished.  

My mother, z’’l, was all about learning, 24/7. This is literally 

true:  she wouldn’t just ask me what I’d dreamt, she wanted to 

hear what I thought my dreams meant! She took us on trips to 

zoos, museums and places of natural wonder, always explaining 

and teaching. She didn’t just ask if our homework was done, 

she checked it and made us redo it if it wasn’t up to standards; 

we had to learn to do our best at whatever we were doing. 

She listened to our Divrei Torah at the Shabbos table and 

praised us for them. We weren’t allowed to answer “nothing” 

to the daily question, “What did you learn today?” We had to 

learn, and we were expected to appreciate our learning. 

The spies slandered The Land, whereas Yehoshua and Calev 

said, “The Land is very, very good.” No one was a bigger chov-

veves haAretz than my mother. Woe to anyone who men-

tioned any shortcoming of Israel in her presence! She, along 

with my father, sent me live with relatives in Israel when I was 

13.  There was no decent Jewish education beyond 7th grade in 

Rochester at the time. Mom constantly spoke Hebrew – not 

well, but passionately – whenever she felt anyone might un-

derstand it. Often she spoke Hebrew with me just to make the 

point that I needed to know it, because eventually I was going 

to need it.  (continued on p. 5) 

Around the World 
  by Mrs. Mindy Reifer 
 

This past week our third grade classes performed their Around 

the World Celebration as a culmination of their year-long Com-

munities Around the World social studies curriculum.  Obviously, 

students practiced important social studies skills, including read-

ing maps, identifying directions and land formations, and learn-

ing about culture, history, and personalities.  In addition, bal-

anced literacy was incorporated into the units of study, blending 

language arts with social studies in an exciting and meaningful 

way. The emphasis on reading and writing about each country 

the students explored was complemented by student-created 

artwork.   

A special aspect incorporated this year was the integration of 

Jewish traditions and culture from the various countries stud-

ied.  As each holiday approached, students learned about how 

the Jews from the various geographic locations celebrate the 

holidays that we all share.  This emphasized a strong sense of 

Jewish community, yet also highlighted the diverse nature of the 

Jewish experience. 

Finally, the students learned about Israel as not only our home-

land, but the final destination of the Jewish people.  The celebra-

tions underscored the relevance of Israel and the importance of 

understanding the world we live in from a geopolitical perspec-

tive.  As our children sang in the final heart-rending scene from 

the performance, ´´After two thousand years, we are home.¨ 

 פרנס היום

  June 7   ד סיון‘‘כ 

In memory of  
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Sponsored by Mrs. Sharon Freundlich Algarin 



There are many ways to describe our play.  One way is, our play was very educational.  We recited poetry having 

to do with facts about our country.  Equally important, our play was very fun.  We were dancing the dances that 

were connected 

to the courties 

we studied.  

Most 

importantly, our 

play had to do 

with the cultures 

of each country.  

We had different 

food for each 

country.  Some of 

the foods were 

couscous for 

Morroco and rice 

for Japan and 

coffee for Brazil.  

All in all, these 

are many ways to describe our amazing 3G play. 

- Hili Schwartz, Class 3G 

Class 5G at Rockland Recycling Center 

Class 6G SS, Ancient Greece & Rome projects 



ASHAR 

Middle School High Exposure Trip 

The Middle School took a trip to High Exposure with Rabbi Bendreheim. It 
was a reward for the many accomplishments of the class among them 
learning over 300 Millim, several blatt of gemarah and several parshiyos in 
chumash.  

The 7th grade went along in celebration of their accomplishments among 
them Perek Hakones,the entire Parshas Ki Seitzei Sefer Shmuel Beis. Much 
nachas  

Much Nachas!  

Top Minyanaires:   As the end of year approaches, 

we have several boys who deserve an honorable 
mention as they have earned the most weeks as 
minyanaires. We plan on having a presentation on 
Monday for these special boys. They are:  8B, Benny 
Haymov, Eitan Nissel, Yoel Schmutter, Shimshy Gordon; 

7B, Gavriel Benson, Shimmi Feig; 6B, Yoni Greenwald, Naftali 
Frankel, Ilan Nissel, Tzvi Sorotzkin, Oliver Teicher, Pe’er Friedman, 
Moshe David Katz; 5B, Schneur Zalman Kurkus, Yitzy Leonorowitz, 
Dovi Gershuny, Moshe Neumann.  

Shas Milim 

Both our 5th and 6th 
grade boys are excelling 
at Shas Milim (Gemarah 
Vocabulary). We have 
utilized many different 
methods of ingraining 
these words, which will 
help them learn 
Gemarah.  

Using quizalize, quizlet-
live, songs, and 
contests, the boys are 
learning the shas milim 
in many fun ways. Over 
the next two weeks as 
well as during the 
summer, the boys will 
be challenged to 
improve their scores. 
Thank you to Rabbi 
Bendrihem for creating 
the Shas Milim 
curriculum. 
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Rabbi Isaacs, Continued from p. 1 

One last thing from the 

parasha. My mother was 

very makpid about the 

mitzvah of Challah. She 

would bake more than the 

family needed just to be 

able to make the bracha 

when taking off the 

portion; then she would find 

someone who needed a 

challah and chapp the 

mitzvah of Chessed, too. And she would always 

point out and explain what she was doing and 

why: Education 24/7. 

May Hashem give us all a bracha to see the 

sacrifices we make for our children’s education, 

our love for Israel and the tzedaka that we do 

repaid in full and beyond. May my mother’s 

neshama have an aliyah in Shomayim. 
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