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Menahel’s Message:   
 No Reminders Necessary 
Two of the three Shalosh Regalim, Pesach and Sukkos, are 

associated with specific, unique mitzvos corresponding to 

events commemorated by the respective holidays.  The mat-

zah of Pesach reminds us of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the Exodus, 

while the sukkah of Sukkot commemorates the ananei haka-

vod and Divine Providence during B’nei Yisrael’s desert so-

journ.  But the third regel, Shavuos, lacks specific Torah com-

mandments relevant to the event with which the holiday is 

most associated, Matan Torah.  While there are many Shavu-

os minghagim rooted in the Yom Tov’s celebration of our re-

ceiving the Torah, there is no mitzvah d’oraisa to remind us of 

this most seminal of events.  And for good reason. 

Unlike Yetzias Mitzrayim and our subsequent desert sojourn, 

Matan Torah, explains Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l, requires no 

reminders.  We need reminders to commemorate only events 

of the past, not those still experienced at present. The power-

ful impact of Hashem’s unprecedented revelation at Sinai is 

still felt today, and thus requires no additional commemora-

tive reinforcement.  

The Midrash relates that when G-d spoke at Sinai, the power 

of His voice, ‘kol gadol,‘ shook the world’s very core, but still 

there was no echo:  “kol, v’lo bas kol.”   An echo is generally 

the result of sound waves deflecting off of a surface.  In the 

case of Matan Torah, suggests the Lubavitcher Rebbe zt”l,  

the words of Hashem were not deflected, but rather eternally 

absorbed into the very being of each and every neshama pre-

sent at Sinai, including our own and those of our children. 

No reminders necessary.  

Shabbat Shalom and Chag Sameach! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

 

“Whatever it Takes” 
     by Mrs. Debby Jacobson  
 

As Bnei Yisrael arrived at Har Sinai in preparation for receiving 

the Torah, Hashem instructs Moshe on how to approach Bnei 

Yisrael: כה תאמר לבית יעקב ותגיד לבני ישראל" . “ Hashem then 

continues with the actual words that Moshe is to speak. Rashi 

comments that בית יעקב refers to the women. Moshe was 

instructed to speak to the men and women separately.  

In his work Toward a Meaningful Life, Rabbi Simon Jacobson 

writes that Hashem created man and woman to represent two 

opposing forms of divine energy. While the male usually repre-

sents a more physical, externally oriented world, and the wom-

an normally represents inner dignity and subtlety, there are 

times in history when these roles reverse and women have had 

to take upon themselves a more assertive position.  

Our eighth grade girls have just completed a public speaking 

unit on the topic of Biblical women. As usual, our seniors did a 

wonderful job representing the unique qualities of our illustri-

ous ancestors. Devorah Ruderman chose a quality which she 

referred to as “whatever it takes.”  She writes, “Whatever it 

takes is the talent of understanding how to put the mission 

first and courageously take action on what needs to be done.” 

Ruth was such a woman.  She did whatever it took. She be-

came a devout Jew and followed Naomi to Eretz Yisrael. She 

made her way to the house of Boaz and married him. This was 

not easy nor comfortable. Ruth had one goal. She did whatev-

er it took to ensure that the monarchy of Israel would be in-

tact. She did whatever it took to make sure that royalty would 

descend from her.  

Thank you, Devora, for sharing with us this beautiful message. 

The easiest way is not always the right way. May Hashem grant 

us the strength to always do whatever it takes.  

SAVE THE DATE:   

CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE—SUNDAY, JUNE 3RD 



Class 6G building the Kotel for their Bat Mitzvah program 

Class 6G trip to Tenement Museum & Eldridge Street Synagogue 



ASHAR 

5th Grade  
Gershuny Dovi 

Kurkus Shneur 

Fetman Max 

Levi Y Aryeh 

Ungar Nachmi 

Leonorowitz Yitzy 

Schwartz M Shua 

 

6th Grade  
Frankel Naftali 

Greenwald Yoni 

Huerta Daniel 

Katz T Moshe 

Nissel Ilan 

Teicher Oliver 

Sorotzkin A Tzvi 

Kurkus Menache

Chapman Isaac 

Friedman J Pe'er 

Jacobs Aryeh 

Benisz David 

7th Grade  

Benson Gavriel 

Feig Shimmi 

Koenig N Moishe 

Schreiber Avi 

Mermelstein Shmuel 

Lapp Ariel 

Blachman Avraham 

8th Grade  
Gordon Shimshy 

Nissel Eitan 

Schmutter Yoel 

Ice Cream treats 

for Yom 

Yerushalayim 

Chutz Le’seder: Congratulations!! The Middle 
School has achieved their Chutz Le’Seder goal of 
50k (see the video on ASHAR’s Facebook of 
them reviewing Shas milim and racking up 
points).  When the boys come back from 
Shavuos there will be a party celebrating this 
amazing accomplishment. They can still earn 
points towards top earner status over Shavuos.  



Class 3G enjoyed a rainy day at the Bronx Zoo. 

Class 4G Shavuos projects 


