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Shavuos 
by Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky 

During the summer I have one of the most coveted toys 
at camp; it’s something that only the heads of camp 
have—a golf cart.   

Giving a ride to a camper who sits in the passenger seat 
may be considered the lowest level in golf cart-riding.  
The golf cart zips across camp and the passengers enjoy 
a soft breeze as it moves; pedestrians watch and hope 
for a turn, as well.  The next “level” is achieved when I 
allow the passenger to push the accelerator while I 
maintain control of the steering wheel.  It’s exciting to 
make the golf cart move, even if someone else is steer-
ing.  The highest level is when I actually allow the pas-
senger (who at least has his driver’s permit, of course) 
to drive while I sit in the passenger seat. 

There are three levels of special times we enjoy on the 
Jewish calendar. First is the kedusha of Shabbos Kodesh, 
in the vernacular of Chazal, “Kevia v’kayma—set and 
established.”  Its holiness embraces the world on Friday 
evening, and our only role is to accept it, like a passen-
ger. 

Succos and Pesach are fixed on the calendar, both be-
ginning on the 15th day of their respective months.  
However, when the Sanhedrin, the great Jewish court, 
was still functioning, they sanctified the new month, 
Rosh Chodesh.  Although the holiday itself began on a 
fixed date, the rabbinic court had a say in when the 
month would begin.  The holiness of those holidays is 
analogous to one pushing the pedal while someone else 
is steering. 

Shavuos, however, is unique in the sense that it is whol-
ly dependent on us.  Strangely, the Torah  doesn’t even 
give the holiday a calendar date.  The holiday begins on 
the 50th day of OUR counting, which we began on the 
second night of Pesach.  (There is an opinion in Halacha 
that if one crosses the International Date Line during the 
days of Sefirah and does not cross back, he should con-
tinue to count Sefirah according to what night it is for 
him, despite the fact that everyone around him is one 
night ahead.) 

(Continued on P. 4) 

Roots and Wings 
by Mrs. Debby Jacobson and Mrs. Mindy Reifer 
 

The upcoming Bnot Mitzvah celebration is the culmina-

tion of a year-long focus on strong Jewish women in our 

heritage.  To emphasize the importance of powerful 

roots Mrs. Weber and the sixth grade girls explored sig-

nificant female figures in Jewish history, beginning with 

Chava and continuing to modern times, including the 

women they themselves were named after.  Each stu-

dent examined the roots of her own name and the inte-

gral qualities that her namesake possessed. They then 

internalized these magnificent qualities and discovered 

the hidden beauty within themselves, hoping to reach 

the lofty goals their ancestors attained.   

At ASHAR, educators and parents work together to un-

cover the roots of our past to ensure that our students 

have the wings they need to soar into the future.  We are 

confident that by working together each and every stu-

dent will achieve her potential. 

Mazal tov to our sixth grade Bnot Mitzvah.  May you con-

tinue to be a source of nachas to yourselves, your par-

ents, and all of klal Yisroel.   
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Sponsored by Freddy & Debbie Offman and family 

SAVE THE DATE:  CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE—SUNDAY, JUNE 3RD 



Class 4G trip to Museum Village 

Our fifth grade girls visited the special education classes at the Elmwood School.  

7th grade girls dissect frogs 

in Mrs. Seltzer’s Science 

class. 



ASHAR 

Baruch Hashem, we have a lot of boys doing Shnayim 
Mikrah every week. We have distributed prizes from 
inflatable emoji balls to yo-yos. The boys are very excited 
about the prizes. Please encourage your boys to do the 
Shnayim Mikrah and hand in the sheet by Tuesday.  

Chutz Leseder:  As Shavuos approaches we are almost at our 
50,000 point goal. We have reached 36,779 points and have a 
week for the boys to make up the missing 13k points to get 
their Matan Torah Challenge Celebration. There are 6 ways 
for them to earn points by learning at home.   

Next week we will be having a Minyanaire presentation for 
those boys who have consistently been getting Minyanaire of 
the week status. Stay tuned for pictures in next week’s 
AshreiNews. 

 

Class 3B at the Bronx Zoo 



Mazel tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Ari & Debby Jacobson on the birth of a granddaughter, and to Mr. & Mrs. Yoel & Chani 

(Jacobson, Class of ’05) Unger, the proud parents. 

Mazel tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Aaron Metzger on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yaakov Chaim. 

Mazel tov to Morah Adele Koolyk on the birth of a granddaughter. 

Rabbi Chaitovsky, continued from p. 1 

Shavuos is celebrated at the culmination of one’s personal 

count.  It’s an incredible concept; the holiday of Shavuos, 

the anniversary of the most seminal event that ever 

transpired, is based on our count. 

More so than any other holiday, on Shavuos we are in the 

driver’s seat.  We push the pedal and we steer, and G-d is 

our passenber, as it were. 

The Kotzker Rebbe noted that we refer to Shavuos as “the 

time of the giving of our Torah,” as opposed to “the time of 

our receiving of the Torah.”  G-d gives the Torah on 

Shavuos, but it’s our prerogative whether we want to 

accept it, and how well we will accept it. 

The relatively brief holiday of Shavuos affords us the 

chance to be in the driver’s seat, but it’s up to us to take 

advantage of that opportunity. 

Congratulations to the ASHAR BOYS' JUNIOR TORAH BOWL TEAM and to the JERSEY SHORE GIRLS' JUNIOR TORAH 
BOWL TEAM as CHAMPIONS of JUNIOR TORAH BOWL 5778. 

This year's Championship Meet was played on Monday, April 
30. ASHAR outscored RPRY, HANC, and YCQ by a score of 68-
31-11-11. JERSEY SHORE played a nail biter to the very end 
and outscored MORIAH, RAMAZ, and SHULAMITH by a score 
of 39-38-32-17.  

ASHAR's team: Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky (center), coach 

 

 

In both games, over 80% of the questions were answered 
correctly collectively which indicates the high level of study of 
Sefer Beraishis with Perush Rashi that all teams achieved. 

We look forward to next year's tournament and invite all 
teams to rejoin Torah Bowl 5779. The curriculum will be Sefer 
Shemos with Perush Rashi.  

Have a great rest of the school year and an enjoyable and 
relaxing summer.  

Rabbi Wolofsky, Torah Bowl Coordinator 

ASHAR sponsored a luncheon for the faculty and 

staff for Teacher Appreciation Day.  Delicious food 

catered by Yummy’s Pizza!  Many thanks to the 

PTA for setting up and for their  

Teacher Appreciation Day gifts. 




