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Look for the Positive 
by Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 
Much of Parshas Tazria discusses a spiritual blemish 

called tzora’as [often (mis)translated as leprosy]. In the 

context of tzora’as that appears on clothing, the pasuk 

says:  ֹּא ָהַפְך ַהֶנַגע ֵהן ַאֲחֵרי ֻהַכֵבס ֶאת ַהֶנַגע ְוִהֵנה ל ְוָרָאה ַהכֹּ

“ֶאת ֵעינֹו... ָטֵמא הּוא ָבֵאׁש ִתְשְרֶפנּו    The kohen will look at 

the garment after it was washed and (if) behold its 

tzora’as has not changed in appearance, the garment is 

unclean and it must be burned.” 

The words “the nega has not changed” is actually an idio-

matic expression since “ ” עינו  literally means an “eye” - 

the entire expression would literally mean “the blemish 

has not changed its eye.” 

Rabbi Frand says over from the Chidushai HaRim that as 

we know,  loshon horah is a source for this spiritual ail-

ment. This is most often as a result of a person who re-

fuses to see the positive side of others. In fact, the Gema-

ra says that tzora’as also links tzora’as to those guilty of 

tzarus ayin – having a negative perspective of others. A 

tzar ayin is a person who does not like to see other peo-

ple’s success. The only success that he is interested in is 

his own. 

If that is the sin that causes tza’ra’as, then the correction 

that will remove it is switching from being a tzar ayin to a 

tov ayin. 

The Chidushai HaRim points out that the word ( נגע 

blemish) and ( ענג loosely trans. as positivity) have the 

same letters. The only difference between them is the 

placement of the letter “ ” ע   The pasuk that we read 

before:  ֹּא ָהַפְך ַהֶנַגע ֶאת ֵעינֹו “ְוִהֵנה ל  and (if) behold its 

tzora’as has not changed in appearance” can also be 

translated and if behold his “ ” ע  did not change. The sin 

that brought on this terrible punishment is still in place. 

In order to do teshuva, this person’s ayin must change. 

He must change from being a tzar ayin to being a tov 

ayin. 

What is the difference between a person seeing a blem-

ish and a person seeing positive? It all depends on the 

placement of his “ayin.” How he looks at people. The best 

way to correct the sin of Lashon horah is at its root, by 

seeing the good in others. 

ASHAR invites the entire community to a 
reception and screening of  

"Names, Not Numbers:  

A Movie in the Making"  

produced by members of the Class of 2018. 
As part of the yearlong Names, Not 

Numbers program, students researched, 
interviewed Holocaust survivors, filmed and 

edited their own documentary.  

Join us at this special screening  

this Sunday, April 22nd at 7pm.  



Rena Boss, Class 3G 

 There are several reasons why I like to learn about 

Morocco. First of all, I like to learn about animals because they 

are interesting.  My favorite one is the fennec fox because they 

are protective over their territory.  In addition it’s always 

interesting to learn about new things like the languages they speak, like French, 

Spanish and Berber.  Third of all, I like to learn about the country and their culture.  

As you can see, Morocco is a interesting place to learn about. 

The girls made falafel, played Israel bingo, baked rugalech, learned dance 

moves to an Israeli song, and had a fabulous Yom Ha’atzmaut! 



ASHAR Israel Means to me…. 
There are very specific images that come 
to mind when I think of Israel. First of all, I 
think of all the places and monuments 
there. Specifically, I think of the city of 
Jerusalem, the Kotel, Tel Aviv, and Lincoln 
Street, which is where I stayed when I 
went on vacation. Secondly, I am 
reminded of family when remembering 
Israel. Particularly, I think of my aunt, 
uncle, and cousin, who live in Israel. 
Finally, I recall the many foods in Israel. 
For example, I look back on the pizza, 
falafel, and variety of fruits. As you can 
see, there are many things that come to 
mind when thinking of Israel, some more 
important than others. 
- Naftali Frankel, Class 6B 

100 Brachos BBQ - 
Round 2 

Over the past month, 
we had another “100 
Brachos Challenge” 
in which the boys 
had to make and 
keep track of their 
daily 100 brachos.. 
Over a third of our 
Middle School boys 
participated, earning 
themselves a BBQ.   

As part of our Yom Hazikaron program, the boys 
watched a video of Israeli soldiers who gave their lives 
for Eretz Yisroel.  Their sacrifice enables us to live in and 
visit Eretz Yisroel and all its holy places.  We then 
participated in a flag-lowering ceremony. 

This week there was an 8B vs. Staff basketball game as part of our Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebration, in addition to videos of Israel’s accomplishments with 
the message of Jewish Pride and unity. 

by Shimmy Schmelczer, 3B 

Israel is important to me 

because they have the 

  .and it’s our land כתל

One of my favorite things 

about Israel is that it’s a 

holy land.  I love Israel 

because it had the first 

and second בית המקדש 

and they have an Israeli 

army.   It also has ירושלים 

and it’s our land.  That is 

why Israel is important to 

me.  

by Aharon Yaniv, 3B 

Israel is important to me 

because it’s holy.   אברהם

lived there so it’s cool to 

walk where he lived.  In 

addition,  you visit  קבר

  .and that’s cool רחל

Finally, they have good 

food—really good food.  As 

you can see, Israel is 

important to me. 

 

Why is Israel important to you?   



Thank you to the PTA who sponsored the Israel cupcakes during our in school Yom Ha’atzmaut program,  

as well as the bounce house and shuk nosh bar. 






