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Menahel’s Message:  Parshas Shemini,  
  “You Are What You Eat” 
 

Welcome back!  We hope all had a meaningful and enjoyable 

Pesach.   As the school year enters its final phases, excitement 

abounds, as teachers and administrators redouble their efforts 

towards ensuring that the final two and a half months prove 

especially productive.  With Hashem’s help, we will strive to 

keep students motivated, focused and happy until year’s end! 

Rav Yoel Schwartz, noted author and Rav of the Nachal Cha-

reidei Israeli military program, suggests that the criteria for 

kosher animals delineated in Parshas Shemini symbolize the 

desired balance between the past and future so essential for a 

healthy present.  Kosher animals must be ma'aleh geirah - 

possess multiple stomach chambers that allow for swallowed 

food to be regurgitated and swallowed again.  This process 

represents the past - recycling the old.  Jews, both individuals 

and institutions, must always remain firmly anchored in the 

past.  But there is a second siman required of kosher animals:  

split hooves.  Split hooves make walking easier and thus facili-

tate more efficient and rapid forward motion.  For an animal 

to be deemed acceptable, both criteria are necessary, because 

while we must always remain firmly rooted in our past, the 

past should never paralyze.  A Jew must always look ahead, 

and have the courage to forge forward when prudent.   

The outgoing month of Nissan is a festive one, generally pre-

cluding tachanun, eulogies or other somber events.  Many 

explain that the festive tone is rooted solely in the majority of 

the month hosting the millennia-old events of Pesach and the 

dedication of the Mishkan.  The Arukh HaShulkhan, however, 

disagrees, postulating that not unlike kosher animals, Nissan 

in fact balances the past and future.  While the earlier portion 

of the month celebrates Pesach and the Mishkan, the latter 

portion following Pesach stands on its own merit as the days 

most likely to usher in the penultimate future event: the arri-

val of Mashiah, bimheira b'yameinu.    

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Formative Loop 

by Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum, General Studies 

We recently implemented a new math proficiency program in 

grades 2-8.  This school-wide program provides individualized 

math drills, helping to identify and remediate gaps in math 

facts and math computation.   

As we have discussed in this column in previous AshreiNews 

editions, deliberate practice is the key to success in many 

academic area, especially mathematics.  Formative Loop 

provides this practice for each student at the student’s own 

level. The program assigns a daily drill for each student. 

Students who need to practice that skill will be assigned 

homework as a means of review.  After passing each skill, the 

program provides a new drill for the student to work on. 

Formative Loop provides us with up-to-date information 

concerning each student’s progress:  which skills have been 

mastered, which skills were difficult for the student, and which 

skills need intervention.  As an incentive, the program also 

awards certificates of completion when students have 

successfully progressed to a new level of mathematics skills.   

Another great resource provided by Formative Loop is grade-

level Common Core-aligned math practice materials.  All 

administrators and math teachers in the school have access to 

these resources and several teachers have already found them 

beneficial in providing the practice students need to gain 

mastery in the skills with 

which they are struggling. 

Formative Loop is an 

excellent supplementary 

math program that is 

providing our students with 

the practice, and at times 

intervention, they need to 

succeed in any math 

curriculum.   

Middle School girls— 

Yom HaShoa program 



Welcome back to Leeba Pariser!! 

Our students researched the personal 

stories of Holocaust victims and created ID 

cards which they wore throughout the day.  

They dedicated their Torah learning and 

davening to these Kedoshim.  Holocasut 

survivor, Mrs. Mindy Diament, spoke to the 

girls emphasizing emunah and bitachon 

throughout the Holocaust.  Our girls 

explored keeping mitzvos under harsh 

conditions. 



ASHAR 
On Yom HaShoa Rzbbi Twerski inspired the boys with 

lessons of emunah.  Along with their rebbeim, the boys 

sang a niggun composed in memory of the Piaseczna 

Rebbe who perished during the Holocaust. 

As we approach Shavuos - Matan torah we have challenged our 

Middle School boys to collectively earn 50,000 Chuz Le’seder 

points by havuos.  Chutz Leseder points are earned for learning 

outside of school and submitting forms to their rebbeim. When 

the goal is reached they will have a celebration. 



Readers in Mrs. Ginsberg’s first grade reading groups are decoding and encoding really long words. This week, some of 
us even got to use the SmartBoard to put together syllables to form words. 

 

 

Follow up to our 
Class 4G spider 
plant transplant 
experiment! 

We are so proud of Raizy Friedman, 4G, 

for donating her hair to Zichron 

Menachem.   

Mazal tov to Rabbi Leible and Shani Chaitovsky on 

the birth of a new grandson in Israel! 

Mrs. Ginsberg’s seventh grade math class took 
advantage of the beautiful weather and took math 
outside! 






