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Purim Around the World 
 

by Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Mrs. Mindy Reifer 
ּדּו ְוַעד ֵלְך ֵמהֹּ ְשִרים ּוֵמָאה ְמִדיָנה.--ּכּוש-ַוְיִהי ִביֵמי ֲאַחְשֵורֹוש ... ַהמֹּ ַבע ְועֶׁ  שֶׁ

 

The Jews of this diaspora have settled from “Hodu to Kush” 
and beyond!  Hardly a corner of the Earth remains untouched 
by Yehudim.  From Galut Bavel until now, the climate, culture, 
and mesorah of each country contribute to the unique way its 
Jewish inhabitants express the joy and triumph of the victory 
over Haman and Amalek. 
From garbage-covered snow effigies to Ladino translations of 
holy texts, our heritage is as varied as it is unique. ASHAR’s stu-
dents in grades 6G, 7G, & 8G investigated the special traditions 
of Jewish communities around the world, and  they discovered 
wonderful customs to explore. They created posters displaying 
demographic, geographic, and historical information. They 
then developed carnival games that linked to the minhag of 
their country, bringing ASHAR’s younger grades into the world-
wide celebration. 

Surprises 
by Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky 
It was the first structure the Jewish nation would be able to call 
their own—the Mishkan.  The nation gathered to hear who 
would be appointed to begin the sacred task of its construction.  
As they wait, there are murmurs within the crowd, “Yeah, it’ll 
be him!” 
 
The first candidate was no shock, except that he was quite 

young.  Betzalel was only 13, a bar mitzvah boy.  But he was 

from Shevet Yehuda and his grandfather was Chur, who had 

given up his life to defend the honor of Hashem.   

The second choice, the person who would be the assistant, 

came as a shock.  The final shevet to travel in the desert was 

Shevet Dan, not exactly the most famous of the Tribes.  Of all 

the stories told throughout Tanach, rarely does Dan appear.  Yet 

the choice for Betzalel’s assistant was Oholiav ben Achisamach 

of Shevet Dan!  He was the surprise choice of the year!  The 

Torah wants us to get used to surprises. 

No one expected Shevet Binyamin, who had been involved in 

the terrible story of Pilegesh b’givah, to be the hosts of the first 

king, Shaul, and then to have the Bais Hamikdash in their por-

tion.  No one expected Dovid Hamelech to be the son of Yishai 

who was chosen to become king.  We never know Hashem’s 

calculations, and we never know from where greatness will 

arise. 

When I was a student in elementary school almost all of my 

peers were not observant.  I couldn’t eat food in their homes.  If 

I went on a playdate, I would bring food with me.  There was 

one kid in my elementary school class whose name was How-

ard.  In my mind he was a bully.  His elbow was always in my 

ribs, nonstop.  His family was completely irreligious. Looking at 

his family and hearing the negative, condescending manner in 

which they spoke about Judaism, I wondered why he was even 

in a Jewish school.  He was thrown off the bus because of his 

misbehavior, and his parents had to pick him up each day.  He 

was a constant source of trouble. (continued on p. 3) 

Many thanks to the ASHAR PTA 

 for distributing discount cards  

to the all of our families and staff. 



Purim at ASHAR 



(Rabbi Chaitovsky, cont. from p. 1) 

After graduating, I left town and parted ways from Howard.  H went to yeshiva while Howard went to the army and fought in 

Vietnam.  Years passed.  I moved to Monsey and began working at Camp Regesh.  One summer I received an application from a 

talented young man.  I was impressed with his application and was very eager to meet him.  He was a young rabbi in Westchester. 

We met, his hometown came up in conversation.  His parents had lived in Springfield, just as I did.  Then they moved to Seattle.  

His father’s name was Howard.  This young rabbi from Westchester, Howard’s son, was a popular y outh director with followers 

who loved and adored him.  In the end, this young rabbi was so busy teaching Torah that he wasn’t able to accept the job in Camp 

Regesh.   

Klal Yisroel is full of surprises.  Maybe one day you will be a surprise.  Who knows, maybe you will be surprised to find out that you 

are to be one of the builders of the third Bais Hamikdash. 

On Shushan Purim the middle school boys had a special program in which the Rebbeim competed. The boys voted on who they 
thought would win, and watched the Rebbeim compete in various activities. Rabbi Twerski and Rabbi Bendrihem had a dribbling 
match, Rabbi Schnall had a taste test competition with different sodas, and Rabbi Freedland and Rabbi Jacobson played tug-a-war 
with Mr. David Katznelson. After the winners were decided, the boys had the opportunity to use their points from their votes to 
bid on mystery prizes that ranged from sodas to mini basketballs.    

Rabbi Shochet on Shabbos and Emunah 

As part of our Emunah series this month, on Friday 
the middle school boys had the privilege of hearing  
Rabbi Chaim Shochet of Congregation Anshei S’fard, 
give inspiring Shabbos chizuk and tell a story.  He 
spoke about the importance of Shabbat as the 
cornerstone of Judaism and emunah, and how even 
using one’s cell phone on Shabbos would be 
violating this basic tenet of Judaism.  

 

We launched an exciting new project for 
the middle school boys as part of our 
Middah of the Month, Emunah.  It’s 
called the 100 brachos challenge. The 
middle school boys try to make 100 
brachos a day, keeping track on a tally.  
This entitles them to participate in a 
BBQ.  




