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High School 
by Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal, General Studies 
On Tuesday, February 13th, our eighth graders will receive high 

school acceptance letters. For students and parents alike, high school 

is an exciting time, full of opportunities to make new friends, have 

new experiences and use a newfound independence to navigate 

through high school world. For many, the journey through the appli-

cation process can be daunting. The task of weeding through school 

choices and figuring out which one will meet the academic needs of a 

child, provide challenging yet manageable course work and match 

the family’s hashkafic philosophy, values and priorities is enormous. 

At ASHAR, our administration and staff worked tirelessly with par-

ents and students to help guide decisions in this process. We have 

cultivated relationships with high school principals, administrators 

and admissions teams in high schools throughout the Tri-State area.  

In speaking with high schools we have discovered that academics are 

no longer enough. High schools take many things into account when 

choosing potential students, but their main priority is a well-rounded 

student with fine middot and healthy social relationships, who will 

act as a positive ambassador for their school. In addition, they want 

parents who will work with them and be part of the community. 

In eighth grade, ASHAR students take the BJEs, the Hebrew compo-

nent of the high school evaluation exam, and the PSATs 8/9, address-

ing general studies. These assessments help guide high schools to 

track placement and the potential for additional support. Specifically 

targeting these exams we begin preparing our students in younger 

grades. Starting in fifth grade, questions in Judaic subjects are word-

ed to mimic questions on the BJE. Skills in all areas are reinforced 

through daily instruction. In math, language, and reading, strategies 

and skills which will be assessed on the PSATs are continuously 

taught and reviewed with the structure of the exam. 

All that preparation is only a small component of the process. Be-

coming a well-rounded individual with the ability to discuss world 

events, literature and personal reflection needs to be built from the 

very beginning. Our reading and writing programs provide infor-

mation and require students to make connections and reflect on the 

world around them. As parents, the best preparation you can give 

your children is opening them up to discussing, analyzing and evalu-

ating current events, historical milestones and even family trips. Talk 

to your kids about different experiences, however small or seemingly 

insignificant. Ask them their opinions and give them yours. While 

ASHAR builds students’ confidence in their academic abilities, fami-

lies can build their children’s confidence in becoming a wonderful, 

interesting and insightful people.  

The Real You 
by Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky 
The Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoylish Teitelbaum zt’l, was a saintly, 

scholarly person.  He had very strong personal views about 

many religious matters which were not always popular, but 

he never backed down. 

In 1979 I attended his funeral.  The massive number of people 

in attendance was a testament to his greatness and the re-

spect which was accorded to him.  Recently, I heard an amaz-

ing story about him: 

At chassidish weddings they have a badchan, a person who 

entertains the crowds that are there.  One such badchan 

asked the Rebbe for permission to imitate the way he davens.  

The Rebbe replied that for simchat chasan v’kallah he had no 

problem with it.  The badchan began his act and the crowd 

laughed.  The badchan imitated the Rebbe’s facial expressions 

and the way he shuckled during davening.  When the badchan 

looked at the Rebbe, he noticed that not only was the Rebbe 

not laughing, there were tears trickling down his face. 

The badchan was horrified.  He ran over to the Rebbe and 

asked for forgiveness.  The Rebbe reassured him that he had 

given permission, and was not in the least offended by the 

humorous imitation.  Why was the Rebbe crying? 

When 8th graders interview for high school, an interesting 

thing happens.  Their personalities change, as does their be-

havior.  They could put a sign on the door of the interview, 

“And now presenting for the very first time, ME! In a way nev-

er seen before!”  During davening, Rebbe takes out a pen so 

that he can write down how well everyone is davening.  Sud-

denly the boys begin to daven better than they have davened 

all day.  If we think about it, we realize that we are all profes-

sional actors.  We know that politicians are actors.  Do they 

ever say what they really think? They would never win elec-

tions if they expressed their real thoughts.   

(cont. on back) 
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Students in Mrs. Granata’s social studies class drew political cartoons representing the Civil Rights Amendments.  

David Fonfeder 

6th Graders meet with Chesed 24’s Dayhab 

As a follow up to last month’s Middah of Chesed, we 
invited Chesed 24/7’s Dayhab program, headed by 
ASHAR parent and board member, Yissie Steinhart, to 
visit our 6th graders. Our students developed their 
chesed skills as well as their tolerance for others who 

may be different than them. B’’H they made us 
very proud. 



 

2nd grade girls learn about Tu B’Shvat A prayer from Nechami Ungar  .  

Sponsors needed.  Please  contact 

DJacobson@ashar.org. 

Eighth grade girls preparing for the Mother 

Daughter Breakfast. 

mailto:djacobson@ashar.org


Rabbi Chaitovsky, continued from p. 1 

The most popular president in the recent past was Ronald 

Reagan—a former Hollywood actor.  

Four groups ascended Har Sinai—each went a bit further up 

Har Sinai than the next:  Moshe, Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 

the seventy elders.  While standing atop the mountain 

during Kabolas HaTorah, they were able to see a clear, open 

sight of the heavens above as they had never seen before.  

It included the angels and the Throne of Glory. 

The seventy elders thought to themselves, “We were 

chosen because we are so great, so let’s act the part.”  They 

looked up and gazed at the incredible celestial sight in a way 

they should not have. 

Nadav and Avihu, too, thought themselves even higher than 

the elders; because they are so great, they too looked up.  

Aharon, however, would not look up.  In his incredible 

humility, he felt he was unworthy to do so.  Aharon was 

unharmed by the ordeal and lived another forty years.  But 

the seventy elders as well as Nadav and Avihu did not live 

out the year. 

Why did the Satmar Rebbe cry?  He told the badchan that 

when he saw how the badchan imitated him, he became 

afraid that perhaps when he davened each day he was only 

imitating himself!  Perhaps he only davens the way he does 

because he knows he is the Rebbe and everyone is watching 

him, and he is only acting the part. 

I know there are times when I am disturbed during davening 

and my focus becomes trained on what it is that’s disturbing 

me.  But I may keep on shuckling and davening the way I 

was because I have to act the part of Rabbi Chaitovsky.  

Often we only act in a certain way because we feel we have 

to act the part.  But how wonderful it would be if we could 

be ourselves! 

I am quite sure that the Chofetz Chaim never had to act.  He 

was exactly how he appeared to be.  Aharon acted exactly 

as he truly was.  Moshe acted exactly as he truly was. 

How great it is not to have to play the part of yourself, but 

to be who you truly are.   

5th Grade  
  

Glick Mayer 

Bar-David Elroee 

Blachman Eli 

Kurkus Shneur 

Neumann Moshe 

Friedman J Kedem 

Gershuny Dovi 

Herschmann Netanel 

Leonorowitz Yitzy 

Koenig N Yisrael 

Leiser Yonah 

Levi Y Aryeh 

6th Grade  
  

Chapman Isaac 

Friedman J Pe'er 

Greenwald Yoni 

Sorotzkin A Tzvi 

Teicher Oliver 

Frankel Naftali 

Huerta Daniel 

Nissel Ilan 

Turner Tani 

Zupnik Michael 

Kaplan J Eitan 

7th Grade  
  

Benson Gavriel 

Feig Shimmi 

Schreiber Avi 

Mermelstein Shmuel 

Pariser Sruly 

Berlinger Noah 

8th Grade  
  

Fried Shimmy 

Gershon Eliyah 

Glanz Yossi 

Haymov Benny 

Nissel Eitan 

Schmutter Yoel 

Gordon D Shimshy 

Meshchani Yosef 

Goldring Gavriel 

Korchnoy Aaron 

Emunah Series   

As part of our Middah of the Month, 
Emunah, we have launched an Emunah & 
Teffilah series, presented by Rabbi Dovid 

Orlofsky.  This series includes an animated video in which 
a discussion ensues between a siddur and a teenage boy. 
The Middle School boys watched the short video and then 
wrote about how they felt about the issues /concepts 
discussed.  

Mazal tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Schnall on the 

birth of a son.   

Mazal tov to Morah Debbie Spier on the 

birth of a grandson. 






