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Balance 

  by Rabbi Daniel Isaacs 

  I saw a beautiful word in the sefer Zahav mi-

Sheva, by Rav Yechezkel M.S. Shapira, the 

Rosh Yeshiva of Beer Yaacov. The Rav points 

out the contradiction within Yosef’s personality. Although, he 

is a “ben zekunim,” which Rashi and the Targum explain to 

mean, “a wise son,” Rashi adds that “everything he (Yaacov) 

learned from Shem and Ever he taught (Yosef).” And yet 

Yosef was also a “na’ar,” simply translated “a young man,” so 

that Rashi points out that he preened himself like a teenager. 

However, the Ba’al haTurim comments that the gematria 

(alpha-numeric code) of the word na’ar is the same as that of 

“fool.” Yosef was acting foolishly by caring so much about his 

physicality, not to mention his loshon harah about his broth-

ers. Rav Shapira concludes that “even all the Torah of Yaacov 

couldn’t protect from acts of foolishness.”  

I would like to offer the possibility that there was also a flip 

side to this. As we know, Yosef was the son who was closest 

to his father; this is what fired the brothers’ jealousy. Surely 

Yaacov was aware of Yosef’s actions, but he did not stop him. 

Maybe Yaacov was giving Yosef space to be a kid, even 

though he was brilliant and holy.  

Where does this pay off? I’m hypothesizing here, but we 

know that when Yosef was tempted by Potifar’s wife he near-

ly succumbed to her seduction until he “saw the image of his 

father’s face” (Rashi 37:11). The bond between Yaacov and 

Yosef was so close that even after all he had been through, 

even in his lowest spiritual moment, Yosef still had his father 

in his mind. With that image in his mind he overcame the 

terrible challenge, eventually becoming Viceroy of Mitzrayim. 

The rest is history. 

This is one of the biggest challenges facing parents:  the need 

to press for success vs. the need to let the child have kid-

time. Not everyone is a Yosef, who apparently could learn all 

of Yaacov’s 14 years of Yeshiva Torah by the time he was 17; 

it’s our job to know our children and their individual needs. 

By making this a conscious consideration we can avoid having 

people who don’t know our children make those assessments 

for us. 

Not So Trivial: The Importance of Information 

  by Mrs. Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum, General 
Studies 

In “How to Get Your Mind to Read” by Daniel T. Willing-

ham (New York Times, November 25, 2017), the author 

dissects what it is about modern Western culture that 

results in poor reading comprehension skills across the 

adult American population. The National Assessment of 

Adult Literacy gathers data, and its reports portray appal-

ling results, with 95% of adults with high school diplomas 

unable to deeply understand complex text.  The apparent 

causes, aside from the obvious deficient vocabulary skills, 

include insufficient background knowledge, referred to by 

Dr. Willingham as “factual gaps.”  

The author suggests that in order to improve reading 

comprehension, the focus needs to shift away from direct 

literacy instruction and towards a broader view of educa-

tion: the incorporation of a greater amount of content 

knowledge.  At ASHAR, we have long advocated the ne-

cessity of content information in literacy skills, and our 

curricula demonstrate their interdependence.   

In addition to emphasizing content subjects such as social 

studies and science in the middle school division, we in-

corporate content information directly into our literacy 

program.  We pair nonfiction texts and informational liter-

ature units at every grade level, allowing teachers to exe-

cute unit plans that first build students’ background 

knowledge and then provide for the analysis of the newly 

learned information in critical thinking applications.  We 

have also incorporated strong literacy-based science and 

social studies curricula in the lower elementary divi-

sion.  This type of curriculum development reinforces lit-

eracy skills through nonfiction reading and writing activi-

ties.  The students gain background and content-based 

knowledge in an engaging manner, one that improves 

applied skills while simultaneously building 

knowledge.  We are heading in the right direction, ensur-

ing that our graduates find their way into the 5% of Amer-

ican adults who really can read.    
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MINYANaires of the Week 
5B 7B 

Bar-David Elroee 

Leonorowitz Yitzy 

Gershuny Dovi 

Blachman Eli 

Neumann Moshe 

Fetman Max 

Schwartz M Shua 

Leiser Yonah 

Benisz David 

Chapman Isaac 

Frankel Naftali 

Friedman J Pe'er 

Greenwald Yoni 

Huerta Daniel 

Jacobs Aryeh Dov 

Jarashow Azariya 

Katz T Moshe David 

Kurkus Menachem 

Landau K Sam 

Nissel Ilan 

Scarpa Daniel 

Sorotzkin A Tzvi 

Berlinger Noah 

Feig Shimmi 

Koenig N Moishe 

Lapp Ariel 

Mermelstein Shmuel 

Pariser Sruly 

Schmelczer Tuli 

Schreiber Avi 

Glanz Yossi 

Haymov Benny 

Nissel Eitan 

Schmutter Yoel 

Gershon Eliyah 

Gordon D Shimshy 

Fried Shimmy 

Korchnoy Aaron 

Goldring Gavriel 

Meshchaninov Yosef 

Fonfeder Dovid 

Dahan Shlomo 

Friedman C Dovi 

6B 8B 

Mrs. Gordon’s Class 3B experimented with Sound. 

Mazal Tov 

To Rabbi & Mrs.  

Ari & Debby Jacobson 

on the engagement of  

their daughter, Chevi  

to Zvi Allman! 



 

Class 5G painting brachos 
plaque for Chanukah. 

Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring and redoing the girls 
lounge downstairs. The PTA was able to get the couch and the 
rugs and the pillows, and did a bunch of coordinating on 
redoing it.  The girls are really enjoying it.  

Class 7G taking standardized MAP tests. 

Mrs. Seltzer’s Class 7G working in the Science lab. 

5G studied the six basic nutrients, along with 
their food sources, and learned how 
vitamins, minerals, protein, carbohydrates, 
fat, and water provide the essential nutrients 
that our bodies need to stay healthy! 









Thank you to everyone for another amazing Tzedaka Collection!  


