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Menahel’s Message:  

   “Do I Have To?” 

by Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

In his classic Ruach Chaim commentary 
to Pirkei Avos (5,2), Rav Chaim of Vo-
lohzin observes that when enumerating 
the ten generations from Noach to Av-
raham, the Mishna describes the latter 

as simply ‘Avraham,’ while the very next Mishna refers to 
the ten nisyonos of 'Avraham Aveinu.'  Rav Chaim sug-
gests that the Mishna’s emphasis on Avraham as a father, 
specifically in the context of meeting challenges, demon-
strates that in matters of nisayon - confronting the most 
difficult of life’s challenges - Avraham is truly the father of 
each and every Jew.  By meeting their personal challeng-
es, the avos and imahos impacted their descendants for 
posterity.    
But what specific traits were in-
stilled?  The most obvious answer, 
of course, is self-sacrifice.  Over 
the millennia, countless Jews of 
hitherto modest stature have 
somehow managed to muster the 
inner strength necessary to make 
the ultimate sacrifice and offer 
their lives al kiddush Hashem 
when summoned.    
A novel interpretation of the Ran 
(Derashos Haran, No. 6), however, 
suggests that Avraham Aveinu’s greatest legacy may have 
been establishing the basis upon which we more truly live 
al Kiddush Hashem:  Rabbeinu Nissim claims that Hashem 
could not have demanded Avraham's only son, as doing 
so would have been a blatant violation of G-d's earlier 
promise of offspring.  Rather, offers the Ran, Hashem re-
quested that Avraham place Yitzchak on the altar.  This is 
why He uses the word -נא' ‘  ‘please' - when summoning 
Avraham: 

 Please take the son that " -את בנך אשר אהבת"  נא  קח
you love" (see Sanhedrin 89b.) 

Hashem would not have punished Avraham had he re-
fused to comply.  By acquiescing, however, Avraham suc-
cessfully met his ultimate challenge:  to fulfill that clearly 
desired by Hashem despite not being specifically required. 
And it was this ability to fulfill r'tzon Hashem, the will of 
Hashem, in addition to that mandated, that would be in-
corporated into the very essence of Avraham's biological 
and spiritual progeny. 

Daughters of Rachel Imeinu 

by Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

In January 2009, Israel was in the midst of the Gaza 
War. Israeli soldiers were fighting in Gaza City. The 
battle was difficult and there were many casualties. A 
group of  chayalim were about to search an Arab 
home when an elderly woman greeted them and 
warned them that the house was wired and danger-
ous. Almost immediately, and in front of their eyes, 
the house exploded. The soldiers thanked the woman 
for saving their lives and turned to enter a different 
home. Again, the same woman appeared suddenly. 
The soldiers were a bit surprised to see her, but 
thought she may have traveled quickly through an 
underground tunnel. Again the woman warned the 
soldiers not to enter the house, and again, almost im-
mediately, the house blew up. When the soldiers 

reached a third house and saw 
the woman again, they were un-
nerved. “Who are you?” they 
asked.  She answered simply; “I 
am Rachel, Rachel your mother.” 

This past Tuesday we celebrated 
the yahrtzeit of Rachel Immeinu. 
After close to 3,600 years, we are 
still celebrating this very special 
woman. Why Rachel? What 
makes her so unique?  Why do we 
memorialize  Rachel and not Sara, 

Rivka or Leah? Simply put, Rachel is the quintessential 
Jewish woman: modest, yet proud; unassuming, yet 
confident. 
On Tuesday, our Girls Division celebrated a very 
unique Mother’s Day. We acknowledged a passionate 
woman and learned from her the power of tefillah. 
We recognized a childless woman and internalized her 
bitachon in Hashem. Most importantly, we saluted a 
selfless woman and discussed how we can put the 
needs of others before our own. We discussed that as 
her daughters, we must follow in Rachel’s footsteps. 
Our girls brainstormed random acts of kindness that 
can be done daily in school. They then put their acts to 
test and filmed them being completed. The results 
were truly amazing and the lessons learned extremely 
valuable. It is no wonder that Chazal teach us that the 
merit of Jewish women will bring the ultimate geula. 
May it be speedily in our days. 
Please enjoy the video of the day’s activities. https://
youtu.be/3uFmjPhdznw 

https://youtu.be/3uFmjPhdznw
https://youtu.be/3uFmjPhdznw


  

First graders in Mrs. Ginsberg’s 

reading groups are learning to read 

“glued” sounds. They each came up 

with words of their own using 

different glued sounds. What great 

work! 

ASHAR 

Rabbi Isaac's second-grade boys 

received their chumashim this 

past Sunday. Families joined in 

the celebration with a seudah 

and dancing following the 

ceremony.   

Netanel Herschmann 

The person who influenced me most was 
my uncle Dooby. One of the many things 
Dooby had a positive influence on me is 
he would always be happy. Even when 
he was very sick he still loved to make 
jokes and laugh and also be fun and 
happy. He always tried to teach me to be 
happy. 

Another thing Dooby loved to do was 
teach me and tell me stories about his 
skydiving and flying planes.  He always 
tried to teach me geography which he 
was very good at.  Almost all the 
geography I know was from him. He was 
an artist and he saw I was interested in 
his model airplane so he started 
teaching me how to make it. 

Dooby was very fun.  He always played 
with Ari, Yoni and me.  He played 
anything we wanted to. Once he stayed 
at my Saba when he was sick and he 
brought a football for me and wanted 
me to play with him!  Dooby loved to do 
anything and made them fun.  He taught 
me math games and made them fun, he 
found a geography game and taught 
Yoni and me the game.  That's a few 
good things about Dooby. 

Yitzy Leonorowitz             

The Person Who Influenced Me 

The Most, My Dad 

Caring: It’s known that every dad 
cares for their child, they care 
when the child behaves and 
misbehaves. I’m not saying this 
is you, but some kids think their 
parents hate them when they 
get grounded. t’s not like that, 
parents ground not because they 
hate their child but because they 
care for their child.  You want 
him to grow up all weird?  Nope! 
And also my dad works hard day 
to night, he gives me stuff I don’t 
deserve, and I love getting 
influenced by his caring. 

Niceness: If anyone meets my 
dad they’ll  be saying, “You’re so 
nice.” Let me tell you why.  He 
does great stuff,  One time we 
had guests he gave them drinks 
that they didn’t ask for. Every 
time we have guests for 
sleepovers he always cleans the 
beds. He always makes yummy 
food. I’m lucky to have his 
kindness.  

Love: My father is a loving dad. 
He does mitzvos and he cares for 
the elderly, he’s such a social 
butterfly (a person who makes a 
friend every second). He always 
gives me hugs, it never gets old. 
One time he saw I got an A+ on 
my test he hugged me so hard I 
felt pain. My father is the best 
and he was the person who 
influenced my life. 



 
Our seventh grade girls helping our 
fourth grade girls create kindness 
catchers. 

Yesterday,  we began our Battle of the Books program 
with the girls in grades five through seven. The girls 
were divided into teams and given their first books. This 
year all of the books selected align with our year-long 
theme of happiness and gratitude.  

Battle of the Books 5778   

Laboratory Update: This week the eighth graders 
completed labs measuring density under the 
guidance of Mrs. Seltzer.   



Menahel’s Message, (cont. from p. 1) 

Effective parenting and chinuch entails 
modeling desired behaviors and outcomes, 
without necessarily always overtly 
demanding or requiring compliance.  By 
allowing children to make positive, age-
appropriate choices of their own volition, we 
afford them the opportunity to summon their 
“inner Avraham Aveinu” that instinctively 

draws a Jew to r’tzon Hashem.  
 
Shabbat Shalom!  
Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

5th Grade  
  

Bar-David Elroee 

Kurkus Shneur Zalman 

Leonorowitz Yitzy 

Gershuny Dovi 

Fetman Max 

Neumann Moshe 

MINYANaires of the Week 

6th Grade  
  

Chapman Isaac 

Frankel Naftali 

Friedman J Pe'er 

Greenwald Yoni 

Kaplan J Eitan 

Nissel Ilan 

Sorotzkin A Tzvi 

Teicher Oliver 

Benisz David 

Kurkus Menachem 

Scarpa Daniel 

7th Grade  
  

Benson Gavriel 

Feig Shimmi 

Koenig N Moishe 

Mermelstein Shmuel 

Schmelczer Tuli 

Lapp Ariel 

Schreiber Avi 

Feuer Shmuel 

Shatkin Yonah 

Pariser Sruly 

Golani Benjamin 

8th Grade  
  

Glanz Yossi 

Haymov Benny 

Nissel Eitan 

Schmutter Yoel 

Gershon Eliyah 

Goldring Gavriel 

Fonfeder Dovid 

Korchnoy Aaron 
Picture Day-  

Monday, Nov.6th 

Attention Vendors: PTA is looking 

for vendors for our annual 

Chanukah Boutique on 

Dec.10th.  If you or anyone you 

know is interested, please email 

PTA@ashar.org for more info. 

Nov. 18th 

Alumni Mazal Tovs 

Daniella Gasner on her marriage to Mark Wigler. 

Stephanie Simckes on her engagement to Michael Osbourne. 

Raphi and Dassi Levy on the birth of a son, Matan Elazar. 

Shani (Rosenblatt) and Velvel LIchter on the birth of a son, Tzvi Herschel. 

Jonathan Katz on his marriage to Rachel Gamson. 

Ilana (Kram) and Daveed Gross on their recent Aliyah. 

Shlomo Weber on his marriage to Meira Weiss. 

Danny and Danielle Berger on the birth of their son, David. 

Zak and Cece Offman on the birth of their daughter, Yehudis Zahava. 

Aliza Brinn on her marriage to Gary 

Liebman. 

AJ Fuchs on his engagement to Ora 

Goykadosh. 

Eliezer (Zeke) and Celine Rosenblatt on the 

birth of their daughter, Eliana Tziporah. 

Share your simchas!  Email alumni@ashar.org 

Mazal tov to  

Mrs. Chaya Ginsberg on  

the birth of 

 a baby girl! 

mailto:PTA@ashar.org




ASHAR Presents: 
 

“BATTLE  

OF THE CANS” 
 

*Help fill the box in the back 
of your classroom with cans or 
boxes of non-perishable food. 

 

*The class that collects the 
most items will win a pizza 

party! 

 

*Important: The food must have a proper 
hashgacha and be parve. 

 

*Participate in a great 


