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Priorities 

by Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

ויאמר אברהם אל־עבדו זקן ביתו המשל  ב
בכל־אשר־לו שים־נא ידך תחת ירכי: 

ואשביעך בד' אלקי השמים ואלקי הארץ... ג  

“And Avraham said to his servant, the 
elder of his house, the one who controlled all that be-
longed to him ‘Place your hand under my thigh and I will 
make you swear in the name of Hashem...’” 

When Avrohom Avinu wants to help his son Yitzchok get 
married, he appoints his loyal servant, Eliezer to be in 
charge of the exploration. In this possuk we see Avrohom 
asking Eliezer to make an oath that he will be trustworthy 
regarding where the search will take place, 
and from which family and nation she 
should be sought. 

Rabbi Chaim Soleveitchik points out that 
this is not the first place that Eliezer is men-
tioned in the Torah. We already learned a 
few parshios ago who Eliezer was and his 
role of “elder of the home, the one who 
controlled all of Avrohom’s possessions.” 
Why did the Torah need to repeat Eliezer’s 
status here? 

Rabbi Soleveitchik answers that Hashem is 
teaching us Avrohom’s priorities. Eliezer 
was completely in charge of Avrohom’s money, and no 
doubt he was beyond question in Avrohom’s eyes. Yet, 
when it came to a question pertaining to spiritual matters, 
he would not trust Eliezer without an oath. 

This concept is reminiscent of the following story: Rabbi 
Yisroel Salanter was visiting an inn and passed himself off 
as a simple, unknown rabbi. The innkeeper asked him if 
he was a shochet, since he had a cow that he wanted to 
slaughter. Rabbi Salanter responded in the negative. 

The next day, Rabbi Salanter asked the innkeeper if he 
could please borrow a small sum of money. The innkeeper 
reacted with surprise, “I barely know who you are, how 
could I trust that you will pay me back?” Rabbi Salanter 
respectfully rebuked him: “Just as you are not comforta-
ble with trusting someone you barely know for matters 
concerning this world, you surely should not have an open 
trust regarding matters that concern eternity.” 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

101 Times 

by Mrs. Mindy Reifer 

A popular new book among my sixth grade students is 
a fantasy selection in which superstitions and adages 
immediately come true for a large portion of the pop-
ulation.  In this novel, set in the magical town of For-
tune Falls, mothers walk around in back braces (step 
on a crack, …) and broken mirrors are omens of im-
pending disaster.  Although the obviously exaggerated 
concepts of the book provide pure entertainment for 
most readers, the book prompted me to think about 
expressions that really are true.  Obviously, as an ELA 
teacher, I have told students more than once not to 

judge a book by its cover, nor by 
its movie.   Another frequently 
quoted proverb that often comes 
true in the real world is practice 
makes perfect. 

 Two weeks ago, Mrs. Schuh em-
phasized the importance of de-
liberate practice in the mastery 
of new skills.  Using research to 
inform our curriculum decisions 
led the administration as a team 
to incorporate more basic prac-
tice during school hours.  The 
Write Approach writing program 

guides teachers with a structured method to not only 
teach writing skills, but also to provide enough guided 
practice to turn students into independent writers.  In 
math we have incorporated drills reinforcing basic 
operations along with timed sprint activities, allowing 
students to master math facts with the fluency and 
speed required to advance their mathematical skills in 
a STEM-based world.  We structured our annual Battle 
of the Books reading competition with the same pur-
pose and goals in mind:  by encouraging students to 
increase their volume of reading on a daily basis, stu-
dents will improve their decoding, fluency, and com-
prehension skills.  There are many areas throughout 
the Judaic Studies curricula in which this concept is 
being employed, as well.  Deliberate practice really 
does work, and if we can engage our students in the 
process by providing exciting, innovative approaches, 
we will surely reap remarkable results.  Now, if only an 
apple a day really could keep the doctor away!    



  

ASHAR 

The eighth grade performed a density lab this week. They were 

given 15 different materials to identify as well as a list of known 

densities. The students were required to measure the mass of 

each material on a triple beam balance and measure or calculate 

the material's volume. They used this information to calculate a 

density. The calculated density was then compared to the list of 

known densities in order to finally identify the material. 

Class 7B is working on a reading and writing unit on overcoming challenges.  

Dovid Hill 

Would it be a good idea to add a device called “exoskeleton” which can help people with disabilities play a part in 
the Paralympics? There are, of course, pros and cons to this suggestion. A pro would be that it can make lots more 
people with disabilities able to compete, which would be very good since the goal of this program is to let people 
with disabilities compete.  Although of course, technology is not the most reliable thing, and it can malfunction. 
One more thing, it can also be better for anyone, it has more power than a prosthetic leg. As you can see, there are 
many pros and cons about how the “exoskeleton” will go in the Paralympics.  

Shmuel Mermelstein  

In the story “Adaptive Athletes” everybody has something in common. They all have a disability, and it comes with 
pros and cons. One of the pros is that the athletes can do what takes their mind off of having a disability. The 
athletes can do things with robotic legs, do things normally.        

Despite it being amazing, it is still not a human organ. It takes a tremendous amount of training to train with a 
robotic leg, more than usual. Those, in my opinion, are the only cons.          

On Tues., Nov. 14 (weather permitting),  the 6th and 7th  grade boys will be joining their Rebbeim on a chesed trip in 
conjunction with the Hebrew Free Burial Association (HFBA).  HFBA performs chesed shel emes.  It is the only agency in the 
greater New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious 
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.  Since its inception in the 1880's, the Hebrew Free Burial 
Association has buried over 60,000 indigent Jews. They have ranged in age from newborn to the elderly, and they may meet 
their ends in a hospital, nursing home, lonely apartment or even on the street.  The boys will be participating in the 
“Cemetery Clean-Up Project,” established to ensure that every grave at Silver Lake Cemetery and Mount Richmond 
Cemetery, on Staten Island, is properly maintained.  Volunteers rake leaves and clear debris so that every grave is maintained 
with respect.   In preparation for the trip, the boys will be meeting in school this Monday with Mr. Andrew Parver, director of 
the program, who will explain what they will be doing and the enormity of this mitzvah. 



 
 This Thursday, in honor of the anniversary of Kristallnacht, girls from Class 8G led a 

discussion with the sixth and seventh grade girls.  The girls drew from the knowledge 
they gained working on Names, Not Numbers Holocaust timelines to explain the 
historical background and significance of Kristallnacht.  Kudos to Ayelet Halper and 
Devora Ruderman for their 
sophisticated contributions that helped 
lead the discussion.   

In honor of Parshat Chayei Sarah, the entire Girls Division, grades 

1-8, will be baking challah under the tent of Sarah Imeinu.  

Battle of the Books continues... 

Second grade girls 

Chumash Mesiba will 

take place this Sunday, 

Nov. 12th.  Girls should 

wear a navy skirt and 

white top.  We are 

looking forward to this 

wonderful event! 



Coming this week: 
 

Boys and Girls Torah Bowl teams competing at ASHAR on Wednesday. 
PSAT exam 8/9 will be administered to our 8th graders on Tuesday in preparation for high school 
entrance. 

MINYANaires of the Week 

Attention Vendors:  

PTA is looking for vendors for our annual  

Chanukah Boutique on Dec.10th.  

 If you or anyone you know is interested, please email PTA@ashar.org for more 

info. 

Bar-David Elroee 

Kurkus Shneur 

Leonorow Yitzy 

Gershuny Dovi 

Fetman Max 

Blachman Eli 

Koenig N Yisrael 

Neumann Moshe 

Ungar Nachmi 

Herschma Netanel 

Lunger Yudi 

Schwartz Shua 

Litenatsk Ari 

Class 5B 
Chapman Isaac 

Frankel Naftali 

Friedman J Pe'er 

Greenwald Yoni 

Kaplan J Eitan 

Nissel Ilan 

Sorotzkin A Tzvi 

Teicher Oliver 

Benisz David 

Kurkus Menachem 

Scarpa Daniel 

Turner Tani 

Zupnik Michael 

Class 6B 

Benson Gavriel 

Feig Shimmi 

Koenig N Moishe 

Lapp Ariel 

Shatkin Yonah 

Berlinger Noah 

Gitlin Zachary 

Class 7B 

Glanz Yossi 

Haymov Benny 

Nissel Eitan 

Schmutte Yoel 

Gershon Eliyah 

Gordon D Shimshy 

Goldring Gavriel 

Meshcha Yosef 

Fonfeder Dovid 

Class 8B 
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