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Menahel’s Message: Just Because 

by Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

The holy Rav Chaim Tirar of Tcher-

novitz, author of the classic Sefer 

Be’er Mayim Chaim and early Chas-

sidic master, had a son who could 

charitably be described as spiritually 

challenged.  The more contemporary 

term would be “off the derech.”  Yet, 

the Be’er Mayim Chaim continued to 

love his son unconditionally and shower him with 

unbridled affection.  And when the father davened, 

he would beseech the Ribbono shel Olam to similarly 

continue loving - the Jewish people - unconditionally, 

just as he always loved his oftentimes 

wayward son under all circumstances.    

Parashas Lech Lecha opens rather sud-

denly, as Hashem commands Avraham 

to leave his home and travel to an as of 

yet undisclosed destination.  While it 

soon becomes apparent that G-d’s di-

rective represented the first tangible 

manifestation of a specifically Jewish 

destiny in His chosen land, at no point 

does the Torah articulate why Avraham 

or his descendants were chosen.   

Unlike Noach, who is introduced as a tzaddik, tamim 

b’dorosav and therefore worthy of salvation, the To-

rah omits any mention of a basis for Avraham being 

chosen by Hashem - and for good reason:  Avraham 

was certainly righteous, explains the Maharal of Pra-

gue, but that is not the reason that Hashem chose us.  

We were chosen as Hashem’s special children simply 

because He desired to do so - nothing more, nothing 

less.  And by doing so, our Father in Heaven estab-

lished a paradigm of parents’ unconditional love of 

their children, nothing more and nothing less!  

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

10,000 Hours 

by Mrs. Jennah Schuh 

When employees are looking for new hires they look for 
experience. People look for experience when choosing a 
doctor or a contractor. What is it about experience that 
everyone values?  

People understand that the road to mastery is through 
experience. Education and learning follow this road as 
well. While excellent instruction and understanding of the 
concept is the first step to mastery, it is not enough. The 
old mantra practice makes perfect has been stated by 
everyone from coaches to musicians to teachers.  

Now, current research reinforces this idea. Dr. Ericsson, 
the famous professor of psychology quoted by authors, 
Malcolm Gladwell and Matthew Syed, states that deliber-

ate practice is the way that 
one becomes an expert at 
anything. Through his re-
search, we understand that 
practice helps the brain 
take pieces of information 
and chunks it together, 
creating a bigger picture of 
understanding. Implicit 
learning is created when 
someone practices a be-
havior or skill so often that 
it becomes automatic. 
Skills become instinctive.  
Education now recognizes 
that real knowledge is tak-

ing those chunks and implicit learning to create meaning. 
In fact, critical thinking depends on this real knowledge.  

In a practical sense, the more review, deliberate practice 
and exposure students experience in their learning, the 
more building blocks they will be able to use to gain new 
meaning. The more deliberate practice they exercise, the 
more skills will become automatic, even instinctual, allow-
ing the brain to process faster and on a higher level.  

In ASHAR, we have taken this psychological research and 
applied it to the types of instruction we implement, the 
effort we expect and the activities we create. It is a long 
road to success, but now we understand how to get 
there.    



In Mrs. Seltzer's class the boys use Legos 
to demonstrate molecules, compounds 
and mixtures. 
They were able to visualize how chemical 
bonds are linked and combined. 

Midah of the Month - נושא בעול עם חבירו 

Carrying your friend’s burden.  
 
As we came back from Sukkos, the Middle School 
boys were given a Midah of the month:   
 literally, carrying your—נושא בעול עם חבירו     
friend’s burden; being aware and sharing the pain of 
others. There are raffles and stories told over to help 
instill in our students this tremendous Midah. As 
part of this project of being aware of others, we will 
be going to the Bais Hachaim this month and clean 
up some trash there. 

ASHAR 



Based on educational research, we have implemented 
changes in the curriculum that involve reinforcement 
based on practice, practice , practice. Both the Write 
Approach writing program and math facts drills 
encourage students to build automaticity in the core 
subjects of language arts and mathematics.  

Our Yediot Klaliyot program also follows the concept 
that practice makes perfect. By reviewing basic concepts 
in Judaism over and over, our students have become 
more well-versed in Jewish fundamentals. Constant 
kriyah practice enhances fluency and precision in basic 
Hebrew reading.  
 

As an introduction to our Names, Not Numbers program, our eighth grade 
girls created timelines that depict the events surrounding World War 2.  

In preparation for last night's Challah Bake, we asked our girls to write a short 
response to the question, why they love Shabbos. Here are some of their responses: 

 

* I love Shabbos because I get to eat the Challah that I helped my mother bake. Each 
week my house smells like a fresh bakery.  Bailee Schwartz- 7G 

* I love Shabbos because I go to West Point with my family. I get the oppotunity to 
see the lights in every cadet's eye and their souls ignite with Judaism. Devorah 
Ruderman- 8G 

* I love Shabbos because you have a break from your electronics and have a chance 
to bond with your family. Eliyannah Gruenenbaum -4G 

* I love Shabbos because my mommy makes the best cholent in the kingdom! Meira Kass 
- Pre-K 

* I love Shabbos because I am so stressed out during the week and Shabbos is my time to 
rest and spend time with my mom and sister. Another reason I love Shabbos is because 
noone is on their iPhone and I get to read and relax. Chavy Volvovics- 6G 



11am-8pm; RAIN OR SHINE—

INDOOR SEATING AVAILABLE! 

Students of the Week:  2B:  Daniel Sorotzkin for being an enthusiastic participant in all things Kodesh; 2G: Ariella 

Mermelstein for always being on top of her work and a good friend; 3B:  Baruch (Mikey) Schwartz for working hard and 

succeeding so well; 3G:  Rena Boss for outstanding middos; 4B:  Ari Frankel for learning great, with simcha; 4G:  Ahuva 

Remez for her incredible enthusiasm in learning Chumash; 5B:  Yudi Lunger for participation and contributions to class; 

5G:  Shalva Laster for her beautiful middos and doing everything with simcha; 6B:  Pe’er Friedman for being a STAR 

student; 6G:  Tzila Genut for her terrific work; 7B:  Noah Berlinger for scholastic achievement;  7G:  Sarina Sontag for 

outstanding middos; 8B:  Benny Haymov for diligence in his studies and respect for tefila and the Bais HaKeneses; 8G:  

Chaya Raizel Hill for diligence in all Hebrew Studies and middot tovot. 


