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Reading Fluency   שטף קריאה     

 by Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 
Yeshiva students across the globe have a problem. No 

matter the grade, no matter the city, students struggle to 

learn to read Hebrew fluently.  Program after program is 

being created to solve this crisis. Why are our children hav-

ing such difficulty? What can parents do to help? 

In the book All Grown Up and No Place to Go, Dr. David 

Elkind focuses on the pressures of children being forced to 

grow up too fast and the problems that occur because of it. 

Elkind is concerned with the devastating effects of hurrying 

childhood. Simply stated, kids need time to grow up.  We 

live in a society where parenting roles have shifted as it is 

necessary for both parents to join the work force. Long 

gone is the stay at home mom waiting to do homework 

with her children. Children are also being exposed to all 

sort of negative media that has erased much of the inno-

cence in them. The culture of our schools is a hurried one 

as well. When a child basically knows how to read, he is 

pushed into learning Chumash; when he can basically trans-

late a perek, he is quickly advanced to Rashi.  Before a child 

is completely proficient in one skill, he is pushed to acquire 

the next.  

Elkind gives some very sound advice to parents. He encour-

ages parents to take the time to learn with their children. 

He stresses that parents have a significant influence over 

their children and can make a difference in the children’s 

lives. It is the parents’ responsibility to teach middot and 

manners. Parents need to set boundaries and limitations. 

Parents should not be afraid to say no to their child. When 

possible, parents should include their children in setting 

rules. Parent should be careful not to become too emotion-

al when confronting their child. Most important, parents 

need to make time for their children. Listen to your child 

and make him feel that you are listening and care.  

Once again, our girls have begun the Parsha Kri-

yah program. Over the past several years, this program has 

helped our students immensely in improving their skills and 

fluency in Chumash. Make time for your daughter. Let her 

know this is important to you. By spending just 5-10 

minutes a day, we will see amazing results from all of our 

girls. Looking forward to sharing the nachas with you!  

 

Menahel’s Message:   What is Maturity? 

ם  יו ַוַּי ְַ֖רא ְּבִסְבֹלָתָ֑ א ֶאל־ֶאָחָ֔ ל ֹמֶׁש֙ה ַוֵּיֵצִ֣ ם ַוִּיְגַּדַ֤ ים ָהֵהֵ֗ י ׀ ַּבָּיִמִ֣ ַוְיִהִ֣
יו: )שמות ב', י"א( ֶאָחֵֽ י  ֵמֵֽ ה ִאיׁש־ִעְבִר  י ַמֶּכֶ֥ יׁש  ִמְצִרָ֔  ַוַּיְר֙א ִאִ֣

 

We have already been taught:  the “ -ויגדל הילד" )שם, י"ב( 
boy grew up; yet, the pasuk reiterates " ."ויגדל משה“ Rashi 
explains that while the first reference is to Moshe Rabbein-
u’s physical development, the second is to accomplishment: 

 "הראשון לקומה והשני לגדולה, שמינהו פרעה על ביתו."   

The specified "גדולהI“ is an appointment as Pharaohs’s Chief
-of-Staff, but we dare not forget the associated circumstanc-
es and conditions that served as the basis of Moshe’s emo-
tional and spiritual maturation and thus allowed for such 
lofty achievement.   

The true mark of maturity is the ability to see beyond one’s 
self.  Legitimate gadlus entails first recognizing others, then 
identifying with their plight, and finally, acting accordingly 
on their behalf.  It is no coincidence, explains the Lubavitch-
er Rebbe zt”l, that the Biblical allusion to Bar Mitzvah is the 
verse describing the selfless actions of Shimon and Levi on 
behalf of their sister Dina:   

ויקחּו שני בני יעקב שמעון ולוי אחי דינה איש חרבו" ”  

 )בראשית ל"ד, כ"ה( .  

According to Chazal’s calculations, Levi, the younger of the 
two, was thirteen, and yet he is described as "איש“ a man, 
indicating that a thirteen year old boy is already  considered 
an adult.  Hashem chooses a context of self-sacrifice to de-
fine adulthood, for true maturity demands empathy and ac-
tion for the sake of one’s fellow Jew. 

And so too in the case of Moshe.  Moshe “ -ויגדל משה"
matured.  How?  

 by going out and seeing the “ -ויצא אל אחיו וירא בסבלותם"
suffering of others and acting accordingly, as described in 
the ensuing pesukim detailing Moshe Rabbeinu’s response 
to the Egyptian’s beating of a Jew.   

Chinuch has many components, but perhaps the most funda-
mental is teaching our children to see beyond themselves, 
the ultimate definition of gadlus.  

Shabbat Shalom! 
Rabbi Ari Jacobson 



ASHAR 

This week we ended our Middah of the Month, Ivri Anochi,  with 

music videos prepared, recorded, and produced by our Middle School 

boys. All the groups were amazing, but after contemplation Group 2 

were declared the winners. The picture on the right is a still from 

their amazing skit. To watch all the great skits go to the Ashar website 

and click on the 6 minute video of all the skits - https://youtu.be/o3jM-

XNBfFs . 

This week we kicked off the new Middah of the Month,  
Chesed. We will have many exciting projects connected 
to this theme. Next week we will be hearing about 
Tomchei Shabbos from Mr. Alan Rosenstock, President 
of their Board of Directors. Additionally, we challenged 
the kids to start a Gemach (Gemach is a acronym of the 
work Gemilas chassidim; it provides a service or items 
as a chesed with no or  minimal cost). The contest is to 
submit a proposal for a gemach, explaining why they 
feel their gemach is vital and how they plan on 
implementing it. So far we have received many 
proposals. As one example, Oliver Teicher, Yoni 
Greenwald, and Michael Zupnik have started  a gemach 
for locker cleaning. For those boys who have a hard 
time keeping their locker organized, they will clean their 
locker and wipe it down.  They will be charging the 
minimal price of $1.00 so that they will be able to buy 
more supplies, i.e. spray, wipes, etc.  

The eighth graders wrote comparison essays discussing similarities between Orwell's Animal Farm and real-life 
totalitarian governments. Below is an excerpt from Eitan Nissel's essay.  

 

George Orwell most probably didn’t foresee a totalitarian government on the top half of the Korean Peninsula that 

took apparent inspiration from his novel. He might have only made connections to the Allies’ vanquished foe as an 

afterthought, his main focus being on satirizing the more tangible Communist neighbor to the east. But the clear 

similarities between his fictional totalitarian government and the ones in the real world, even the unintentional 

simulated ones, that aren’t his intended inspiration, serve as a reminder that history repeats itself, and we must be 

careful not to repeat it ourselves.  

https://youtu.be/o3jM-XNBfFs
https://youtu.be/o3jM-XNBfFs


 

Creative Writing based on legal terms from Twelve Angry Men by Chaya Hill, 8G 

Sirens. Lights. Shouts. It all happened so fast. One minute I’m a normal civilian minding my own business, 
and the next I’m surrounded by police cars and people yelling at me. Before I knew what was happening I found 
myself sitting in a police car driving at full speed toward the nearest police station. Suddenly I’m sitting in a 
courtroom trying to prove that I’m not the one who murdered Mr. Ross, one of the richest people in our small town. 
I could feel my teeth chattering as I sit in front of the judge. My eighte enth birthday was just about a week ago. This 
meant that if I was proven guilty I could get the capital punishment, also known as death! If I were to get lucky I’d be 
sent to prison. As the defendant I got my own defense team. The prosecutor begins by stating what I’m being 
accused of doing. He says that my motive was to steal all of Mr. Ross’s money. He keeps talking but all I can hear is 
my heart pounding. It's finally my turn to speak. My lawyer begins by giving an alibi to why I can't be guilty. 
Investigators found that Mr. Ross was murdered at precisely 3:00 PM on Wednesday. But at that time I was at the 
cafe I work at. Somebody walks in. They say he's a witness. He says that at exactly 2:45 PM he saw me walking 
around near Mr. Ross's house. Another person enters. This time I recognize the face I see. His name is Jimmy, we 
have math together. Jimmy is another witness. He says that at 2:55 PM he came into the cafe for a coffee, and I 
served him. I think back to that day but I have no recollection of doing so. Somebody comes into the room holding a 
watch. They say it's evidence; I recognize it but it’s not mine. The courtroom starts getting very noisy. Some people 
shout that I’m guilty while others say I’m not. All I can do to stay calm is tune them all out. Finally the bailiff yells: 
“Quiet in the courtroom.” I breathe a big sigh of relief as everybody calms down. After much deliberation it is 
decided that I am not guilty. Although I am relieved to be free, I can't help thinking about that watch. Suddenly I 
remember. Math class, Jimmy! I practically leap out of my seat and run towards the judge. “The watch,” I say 
catching my breath. “It’s Jimmy's!” I see Jimmy trying to make a run for it, but he's too slow. After much debating 
Jimmy is proven guilty and is sentenced for life in prison. It was discovered that Jimmy had bribed the other witness 
to make it seem as though I was guilty. Why? Well, that's a question I’ll be asking for a while.  

A special thank you to Bracha Pomerantz for 
mending the pillows in the Student Lounge.  

Team Chedva:  39 

Team Gila:  32 

Team Rina: 56 

Team Ditza: 47 

Class 8G cooking for 

Project Ochel.  Many 

thanks to Morah Ora 

Koenig for chaperoning. 



Mazal tov to  

Morah Sima Bamburger, 

Class PKA, 

on the birth of a baby 

boy! 

 פרנס היום

 January 9   ב טבת ‘‘כ 

In honor of  

Shimshy Gordon’s first Aliyah  

on his בו ביום 
 

Sponsored by 

Yossi & Shelley Karben Goldman 

Mazal tov  

to our first graders  

on receiving their siddurim! 


