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June 2017 

Classes 1B/G 

 Mrs. Beth Katznelson & Morah Lori Gordon 

Reading skills: (all groups)  Utilizing the Fundations 1st Grade reading program we continued to 

reinforce the letter-keyword-sound for all letters of the alphabet. Digraphs and glued/welded sounds 

include (ch, sh, th, wh, ck, all, am, an, ing, ang, ong, ung, ink, ank, onk, unk). 

Many more trick words (sight words) were learned.   The children are held accountable for reading 

them correctly and spelling them correctly when writing.  In addition, we studied and mastered 

controlled r vowels (ar, er, or, ir, ur), recognition and decoding of two and three letter blends, 

digraph blends, suffixes (s, es, ed, ing).  Various “vowel teams” that make different long vowel 

sounds.  The children also learned how to decode 2 & 3 syllable words. Utilizing the Fundations tools, 

the children’s decoding skills improved considerably and they are confident readers.  We also 

examined words for and learned to identify closed syllables and v-e syllables. 

Guided Reading – In addition to the Fundations program, we use a guided reading approach to 

improve higher order thinking and analytical skills when reading a variety of genres of literature.  

Predictions, inference, comprehension, context clues, author’s purpose, sequencing, main character, 

setting, plot, problem/solution, etc.  During this time we also work on grammar, punctuation, and 

syntax when writing.   

Mentor Texts – Booming Bella, This + That, The Wild Wombat, When I was Five, How Much Is a 

Million?, The Empty Pot, The Dog Who Cried Wolf, The Recess Queen, The Important Book 

Skills practiced – Text to self, Text to world, Character building, telling the truth, being kind to 

others, not judging one another 

Grammar – Writing full and complete sentences, end punctuation question mark and period, using 

COPS technique (Capitalization, Omissions, Punctuation, Spelling) to proof-read, edit & self-correct.  

Social Studies – Martin Luther King Day, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Yom Hashoa, Yom 

Ha’Atzmaut, World Map, Compass Rose, Cardinal direction. 

Science – Building structures, Chemical reactions, states of matter, sink and float. 

Handwriting – We worked our way through the Handwriting without Tears book concentrating on 

proper pencil grip and letter formation to improve writing efficiency. 

Money Math – Numbers to 100. Recognition both of symbol & written word, addition and 

subtraction without regrouping using multiple techniques (making 10, mental math, using an 

algorithm). Place value to the tens place.  Comparison of number values more than & less than.  

Number patterns & ordering numbers.  Estimation & measurement in inches and centimeters.  

Comparing weight; lighter, heavier, as heavy as. Tally charts & bar graphs; sorting and analyzing data. 

Money, penny, nickel, dime, quarter and adding sums coins.  Time to the hour and ½ hour.  Addition 

& subtraction of two digit numbers without regrouping.  All skills are reinforced across the 

curriculum. Additionally, skills are reinforced through independent work done by the students. 

Chazal teach that unlike tzedaka, which should be distributed 

discreetly, gifts should generally not be given anonymously:   הנותן

“.מתנה לחבירו צריך להודיעו “ Publicizing the benefactor’s identity 

fosters good will, explains Rashi; the Meiri adds that doing so may 

prevent embarrassment that sometimes accompanies surprise. 

Perhaps, even more fundamentally, recognizing a gift’s source allows 

one to express gratitude. Though the benefactor may be disinterested 

in receiving acknowledgement of his generosity, it is improper to 

render the recipient an ingrate by denying him the opportunity to 

express his hakarat ha’tov. 

As the academic year draws to a close, I thank my fellow 

administrators, Board of Directors, teachers and staff for the many 

successes of this past year. But all of us in turn thank you, for the 

greatest gift of all: the zechut of educating your children. It is not a 

privilege we take lightly or for granted.  

Please review the accompanying curricular reports, which summarize 

only a small fraction of your children’s accomplishments this past 

school year.  They have grown tremendously, and you should be 

proud! 

While justifiably appreciative and proud of our past and present, we 

are ever-mindful of the importance of constant improvement. Plans 

towards an even more successful 2017-18 are well underway, as we 

carefully review and upgrade all aspects of our academic and co-

curricular programs.  We can’t wait to greet your children’s smiling 

faces upon their return in September! 

With best wishes for a healthy summer and much continued nachas,  

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Menahel/Dean 
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Reading Skills:  Utilizing the Fundations 2nd grade reading program, we contin-

ued to highlight the letter-keyword-sound for all the letters in the alphabet. Di-

graphs and glued sounds are constantly reinforced throughout lessons (ch, sh, 

th, wh, ck, all, am, an, ing, ang, ong, ung, ink, ank, onk, unk). We are continuous-

ly adding more trick words (sight words) to students’ vocabulary. Students are 

held accountable for any new words we learn. In addition, we have studied con-

trolled r vowels (ar, er, or, ir, ur). More recently, students have been learning 

vowel teams (ea, ey, ee, ai, ay, oa, oe, ow) and their accompanying keywords. 

Additionally, we have worked with suffixes (er, es, s, ing, est, ed) and learned 

how to spell words with these suffixes.  Students continue to use reading skills, 

such as retelling, visualizing, and sequencing.  We have been focused recently on 

finding evidence in text to support our predictions and asking questions while 

we read to help with comprehension. These skills help us become better read-

ers! 

Grammar:  We review subjects and predicates often, as well as verbs, common 

nouns, and proper nouns. We finished our unit on pronouns and have moved on 

to adjectives. We discussed compound words and homophones as well. We are 

constantly reinforcing and practicing verb tense, ending marks, and when to use 

capitals.  

Writing: Students continue to practice editing their own work. After com-

pleting a writing activity students review their work to see that it makes sense, 

and to double check for capitals and correct ending marks. The students learned 

how to write a structured paragraph. They now use a topic sentence, body, and 

conclusion in their writing. We have also mastered friendly letter writing. Stu-

dents know the parts of a letter and have written their very own letters to the 

future second graders!    

June 2017 

Classes 2B and 2G  

 Mrs. Dana Elkobi & Mrs. Pessy Samuel 

  

Math:  We had fun using different measuring tools while learning the 

measurement of length, mass, and volume. We then jumped into estimation 

and rounding. Students learned the meaning of “Sum” and “Difference,” and 

how to round numbers in order to estimate. We then moved on to our unit 

on money. Students learned to recognize bills and coins and their values. We 

then went on to solving word problems  

involving money. We also worked with money during Math Centers.  Our last 

math unit was on time. We used real clocks to help us gain a better 

understanding of time.  

Social Studies: Our recent study has been focused on landforms. Students 

read an interview with a geographer and learned about different landforms, 

their names, and what they look like. We then worked on our map skills. The 

students learned how to read a compass and map key. After, the students 

went on to create their own maps featuring different types of landforms. 

They also made map keys to accompany their maps.  

Science:  Our final science unit: Planting.  We began by watching a video on 

living and non-living things, and then completing a Venn Diagram comparing 

the two. Students learned about hereditary traits and acquired traits and 

their differences. Students then filled out a survey in order to find out what 

traits they might have received from their parents.  

Handwriting:  We have come through to the end of the Handwriting without 

Tears books. Students continue to practice both their capital and lower case 

letters. We have also begun working on handwriting while working on larger 

portions of writing, like sentences and paragraphs.  
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June 2017 

Class 3B 

 Mr. Josh Brenner  

We achieved a tremendous amount as a class this year in all of our subjects. 

In Math, we focused our studies on multiplication and division, and developed 

our own word problems to make the concepts as real as possible.  In English, 

we increased our vocabulary and spelling, and wrote several new pieces of 

original literature. In Social Studies, we held the Spanish Film Festival and 

produced the movie, "El Loco Sueño," and acquired a greater understanding 

of the African continent. In Science, we studied astronomy, botany, solar 

energy, and zoology. Our field trips were amazing and we visited: The Hall of 

Science, West Point and the Bronx Zoo.  

Spelling – 27 units of study in spelling were covered throughout the entire year.   

Difficult words were always reinforced.       

Math - Our focus has been on mastering the multiplication and division facts as well 

as introducing fractions .  Additionally, we got very involved in learning  how to 

count money when we had our Fabulous  Fresh Fruit Market.   We raised 

approximately $115.00 (the most ever) by reviewing how to add and subtract, 

how to differentiate coins and know the value of each.  We were always 

reviewing place value, estimation, measurement, and all the other skills we 

have learned since the beginning of the year. 

Science - Animals and their adaptations was our  focus.  Each student researched a 

different animal and wrote a research paper about that animal.   

Social Studies - We were deep into our study of Africa.  The students   gathered 

information about their respective countries and learned about the customs of 

different countries in Africa.  The students were able to locate each country on 

the map and describe their particular country’s landforms.  3G has made huge 

progress this year in all areas.  It has been my pleasure teaching them.  Have a 

wonderful summer. 

Class 3G 

 Mrs. Francie Brinn 

Writing Workshop – Along with our weekly journal writing, we wrote 

biographical research papers about famous French people, as well as an 

informational  research paper about animals in Africa.  Poetry has also been 

a focus of our writing this half of the year.   We have written many types of  

poetry, including Haiku, Tonka,  Acrostic, Couplet,  Alliteration,  Limerick,   

and ABAB.  The poems were entered into a Poetry Anthology.  The 

anthology was  meant to serve as a memento to the students of their time 

in third grade.  We also wrote African Folktales.  Each folktale had to include 

a moral or lesson to be learned.    These were presented at the African 

Celebration.   

Guided Reading – Our guided reading groups continued at a wonderful pace 

throughout the year.  The girls enjoyed the books they were reading in their 

respective groups.  They looked forward to this time together so that they 

could share ideas and common experiences.  All girls improved 

tremendously in their reading skills.  

Vocabulary – We finished through unit #10 in our vocabulary workbooks.  Using 

the words in daily sentences helped reinforce the understanding of the 

words.   We also continued with our vocabulary words that we studied 

through the Wordmaster vocabulary program.  We learned how to look up 

a word in the dictionary and about analogies.  

Classes 4G and 4B 

 Mr. Steve Hirsch 

We learned about the history of New York State from the Native Americans who 

helped the settlers in the 1600's to the War for Independence which, in effect, 

allows us to live the lives we choose to live today! In Math we learned to multiply 

and divide, not just whole numbers but fractions. We learned mean, median, 

mode and range. We learned probability and decimals. The students all became 

stronger writers and critical thinkers. And they ended the year writing an essay 

about a science topic of their choosing. We learned how to use Google classroom 

and Google docs which they will need in 5th grade and on. We learned to try and 

always do the next right thing, and we learned empathy. We learned actions 

have consequences, both good and bad. We continue to build our foundation 

toward becoming good examples for the younger grades and for the community. 

I asked a lot from 30 4th graders and each one delivered in their own unique 

way.  
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Class 5G 

 Mrs. Donna Schaer 

This marking term, the 5th grade girls traveled west to the gold fields of 

California as they read, wrote about, and discussed Sid Fleischman’s novel 

By the Great Horn Spoon. They also discussed the rules families have and 

the impact having a special needs family member has on the rest of the 

family in conjunction with the novel Rules by Cynthia Lord.  Discussions 

for both novels centered on character development, setting, and 

inferencing.  In addition to our fiction reading, the students read 

nonfiction articles assigned from Newsela on a weekly basis. 

The girls wrote imaginative letters to their teacher asking permission to 

bring their unusual pets to school and letters to their future eighth grade 

selves, which will be returned to them at graduation in June of 2020. They 

created PowerPoints of all the items they wished someone had told them 

about fifth grade before they started that grade, which they will share 

with next year’s fifth graders at the start of the school year. They became 

more precise in answering essay questions, using details from the texts as 

evidence to support their ideas and became more mechanically proficient 

by using the fine pints of punctuation from our study of MUGS. 

The girls enhanced their vocabulary through learning Greek and Latin 

roots and common words in which they are used. We took part in 

WordMasters, learning new vocabulary and working with analogies. New 

vocabulary was internalized from our study of English grammar, such as 

“antecedent,” “plethora,” and “reflexive.” Our study of pronouns (subject, 

object, reflexive, possessive, personal, and relative) also led to a deeper 

understanding of verb conjugation; first, second, and third person 

narrators; and subject-verb agreement. 

Our research and writing skills were furthered through term papers 

written in conjunction with the science and social studies departments. 

June 2017 

Class 5B ELA 

 Mrs. Jennah Schuh 

ELA in fifth grade was a transformative year. Experiencing depart-

mentalization, students realized how much is involved in an English 

Language Arts curriculum and how all those elements are needed to 

communicate with the world. 

Vocabulary for this year consisted of a combination of 

approaches and programs. During the fall and spring we used Greek 

and Latin Roots to build language foundations, and worked on 

applying known roots to gain meaning of new words. Vocabulary 

during the winter focused on the WordMasters Challenge which 

provided students with advanced vocabulary words, and the challenge 

to recognize the relationships between words through synonyms, 

antonyms and analogies.  

This year, writing took a central role in our curriculum. Students 

learned how to write a variety of essays: compare/contrast, before 

and after, cause and effect, descriptive, character arc, and response to 

literature. A primary goal for the writing was connecting it to the 

reading by including text support, quotes and examples from the text.  

Throughout the year, the fifth grade boys honed their reading 

comprehension skills by reading various texts. Literature and 

informational texts introduced the boys to thought-provoking topics, 

unique uses of language and interesting storylines. Reading selections 

included Crash by Jerry Spinelli, The Library Card by Jerry Spinelli, “The 

Follower” by Jack Gantos, Black Diamond: The Story of the Negro 

Baseball Leagues by Patricia C. McKissack and Fredrick McKissack, 

Replay by Sharon Creech, The Search for Delicious by Natalie Babbit, 

and Holes by Louis Sachar. Additionally, we read a number of articles 

from UpFront, Junior Scholastic and Scope magazines.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Patricia-C.-McKissack/e/B000AP7NE6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Fredrick+McKissack&search-alias=books&field-author=Fredrick+McKissack&sort=relevancerank


June 2017 

Classes 5B/G, 6B/G, Math 

 Mrs. Toby Rabinowitz 

5B/G:  Students learned the concept of exponents, and how to evaluate and 

work with exponents. They learned how to evaluate expressions and 

equations, using the order of operations, another new concept. The order 

of operations concept was then applied, in conjunction with exponents, to 

expressions and equations. The students also completed a major unit on 

fractions and mixed numbers. This included an understanding of fractions 

and mixed numbers, using models. Fractions and mixed numbers were also 

compared to decimals. The concept of equivalent fractions, and how to 

reduce fractions, was also taught. The students learned about improper 

fractions and how they relate to mixed numbers. They also learned how to 

compare and order fractions and mixed numbers. The students completed 

the unit by learning to add, subtract, multiply, and divide, with both 

fractions and mixed numbers. They also learned to solve verbal problems 

with fractions and mixed numbers. As the school year came to a close, the 

classes learned to multiply and divide with decimals.  

6B/G:  After winter break, the students completed both a unit on number 
theory and an intensive and enhanced unit on fractions and mixed num-
bers. They mastered the basic operations with fractions and mixed num-
bers, and solved various verbal problems. The students evaluated numeri-
cal and algebraic expressions and equations using fractions, mixed num-
bers, and variables. Additionally, they performed the order of operations 
with fractions and mixed numbers. This led to a unit on rates, ratios and 
proportions. The students learned to solve many verbal problems using 
the proportion method. They even used proportions to find the missing 
side of similar figures. The students reviewed percent as it relates to frac-
tions and decimals, and they learned how to find a percent of a number. In 
the latter part of the trimester, the classes completed an important unit 
on integers, one of the major building blocks for success in algebra. They 
learned about positive and negative numbers, absolute value, and how to 
compare and order integers. The students learned to add, subtract, multi-
ply, and divide with integers. The students then applied their knowledge 
of the order of operations and exponents to evaluate numerical and alge-

braic expressions with integers.  
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Class 5G and 5B, Science 

 Mrs. Nancy Tencic 

   As part of our final unit of study in 

science class, the 5th grade students 

researched a body system of their 

choice and completed their year-end 

science projects. Students enjoyed 

sharing their projects and models on the nervous, circulatory, digestive, 

skeletal, muscular and immune systems in class - showcasing their vast 

knowledge and expertise on their chosen body system. I am so proud of all 

their hard work and dedication to this project.  Well done! 

        We also studied communicable and chronic diseases. While visiting the 

Liberty Science Center, we toured the various exhibits relating to the immune 

system. It was a fun and exciting trip! In class, we learned how pathogens 

spread and cause diseases, the different types of pathogens (virus, bacteria, 

fungus and protozoa) and how most pathogens are microbes.  Using micro-

slide viewers, students examined different microbes and pathogens using 

magnified slides. Students learned how the body’s immune system fights 

disease and explored ways to prevent disease through good health habits, 

such as washing hands, eating healthful foods, drinking water, getting enough 

sleep and exercising.   

         We studied the 3 stages of disease (incubation, acute, and recovery) and 

learned how the immune system helps to protect your body from disease 

using our first line of defenses. These are our skin, cilia, tears and mucus, 

which keep pathogens out of the body, as well as stomach acids that help to 

destroy pathogens.  We also learned about our other body defenses, such as 

white blood cells, fever, and antibodies.  While studying signs of illness, 

students learned what symptoms are typical of communicable diseases.  We 

worked together to identify common communicable diseases and looked up 

their treatments, as well. We also studied several chronic diseases, such as 

epilepsy, diabetes, asthma, arthritis and allergies, and how to manage them.  

We had an amazing year of learning! 

Have a safe and wonderful summer! 

June 2017 

Classes 6G & 6B, ELA 

 Mrs. Mindy Reifer 

After mid-winter vacation, we continued our unit on immigration and refugees with A 
Long Walk to Water and several paired informational texts.  Students connected to the 
important discussion points raised about this relevant topic through a research project 
about immigrants in their families.  Our trip to the Tenement Museum and the Eldridge 
Street Synagogue in Manhattan allowed students to experience the unique history of 
Jewish immigration to America.  We continued our novel units with Pollyanna in 6G and 
Red Kayak, The Alchemyst, and Hatchet in 6B.  We analyzed the authors’ use of foreshad-
owing, flashback, and other literary devices through paired informational and fictional 
texts in a variety of genres.  In addition to identifying literary devices, students practiced 
active reading and close reading strategies through narrative nonfiction, articles with 
high literary value that read like fiction but are based on actual events.  We focused on 
theme, mood, and identifying the author’s tone.  Our unit on bullying taught students 
empathy through the protagonist in “Tuesday of the Other June.”  Students then read 
paired informational texts about dealing with bullies in school, and they created graphic 
organizers to display textual information in an organized and structured format, allowing 
for better understanding by the student.  In writing, students mastered several creative 
writing techniques, including an attention-grabbing introduction in their Pesach tradi-
tions writing.  Students in 6G continued to practice these skills in their Names booklet, a 
publication distributed at the Sixth Grade Bat Mitzvah Program.  Students in both classes 
wrote character description essays and essays on themes from the various novels they 
read.   

Classes 6G/7G Math 

 Mr. Alex Ellingwood 

The 6/7 Girls combined Math class did a great job navigating through the ALEKS.com 
online Math program. They learned a lot and worked on a mastery basis. The website 
advanced them through topics as they mastered each. The entire class was able to 
finish the first program, and some of the girls even advanced through multiple 
programs, learning topics above their grade level. 
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Class 6G and 6B, Social Studies 

 Mrs. Nancy Tencic 

       As part of our final unit, we studied the ancient Greek 

and Roman civilizations. Students learned all about Ancient 

Greek history and culture, and how Greece was home to 

some of the ancient world’s greatest civilizations. We 

learned how Greece’s geography and closeness to the sea strongly influenced the 

development of trade and growth of city-states.  We also learned how Athens 

created the world’s first democracy.  Students compared Athenian “direct 

democracy” vs. American “representative democracy.”  We held mock debates in 

class and students learned all about the vast differences and similarities to the 

modern world. 

        We studied the ancient world’s arts, sculptures, writings and architecture.  

Greek literature lives in and influences our world even today. We studied ancient 

Greek architecture’s distinct column styles- Doric, Ionic and Corinthian. We 

discovered that these designs are still used today and have definitely withstood 

the test of time. In science, Greeks made key discoveries in math, medicine, and 

engineering. We also studied the history of Sparta and Athens, two very different 

city-states, and wrote newsletters comparing and contrasting daily life of an 

ancient Spartan or Athenian.  

         Ancient Rome was our final unit of study. Students learned that Rome was 

built in Italy, a peninsula in Southern Europe, and how it became the center of 

one of the greatest civilizations of the ancient world.  We studied Rome’s legacy 

and all of its contributions to the world, such as in architecture and engineering, 

aqueducts, arches, domes and vaults.  Roman architecture and art were largely 

based on Greek ideas. In the arts they excelled in frescoes, mosaics, paintings and 

sculptures. We also learned that ancient Romans were famous for writing 

speeches, satire and the Latin language.   

       Students researched an ancient Roman or Greek achievement and completed 

a social studies project on a legacy from one of these fascinating ancient worlds. 

Students shared their vast knowledge and expertise with their classmates and 

presented their projects in class. These projects were amazing!  Well done!  Have 

a wonderful summer! 

June 2017 

Classes 6G & 6B, Science 

 Mrs. Nancy Tencic 

       Our final unit of study this term focused on the 

last branch of earth science, Astronomy—the 

study of the planets, stars, the sun and our solar 

system. We began by studying the planets and 

learning the individual characteristics of the inner 

planets - Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars and the 

outer planets - Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, Uranus. During our studies, we 

had a teachable moment when NASA’s Juno Cam captured its first close-

by images of Jupiter.  Juno launched in 2011 and reached Jupiter’s orbit 

last summer. This satellite is sending amazing images of Jupiter, as it just 

flew within 2,600 miles of its swirling clouds! We studied the Earth’s 

elliptical orbit and its axial tilt, and learned how climate is directly affect-

ed by earth’s revolution around the sun - our seasons. 

      We studied the sun and its basic structure and composition, and how 

the sun generates heat and energy. Students learned about the sun’s 

sunspot cycle, solar flares and how despite its great distance from Earth, 

these solar flares can disrupt TV programs, damage satellites and endan-

ger astronauts.  Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) captures images 

from actual solar events that have triggered brief blackouts and disrup-

tions to communications here on Earth.   

      We observed and studied the moon and learned what causes the 

phases of the moon, its characteristics and the difference between solar 

and lunar eclipses. We also looked at animations that showed what the 

total solar eclipse happening this summer, on August 21st will look like 

near the maximum point. We researched the history of U.S. space ex-

ploration efforts, and went back into time by reading actual newspaper 

and magazine articles from Earth’s first mission to land on the moon.  It 

was an exciting last term studying this branch of earth science! 

Have a wonderful summer! 
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Class 6G and 6B, Math 

 Mrs. Mindy Goldfarb 

The following topics were covered from January 2017—June 2017. 

Number Theory:  Divisibility rules, prime and composite numbers, prime 

factorization, greatest common factor, least common multiple  

Fractions:   Equivalent fractions, using cross products to compare values, mixed 

numerals and improper fractions, computations with fractions and mixed 

numerals, verbal problems with fractions   

Integers:   Comparing values, absolute value, computations with integers, order 

of operations    

Ratios, proportions and percents:  Equivalent percents and fractions, solving 

word problems with proportions and percents 

Graphing:  Using coordinates to locate points in the coordinate plane, graphing 

polygons and finding the perimeter and area  

June 2017 

Classes 7G & 7B, Math 

 Mrs. Mindy Goldfarb 

Algebra:  Like terms, evaluating algebraic expressions, simplifying algebraic 

expressions, solving multistep linear equations by eliminating parentheses and 

combining like terms; decimal equations, equations with several fractions, 

solving verbal problems using a key and equation, integer verbal problems, 

consecutive integer problems, solving inequalities and graphing the solution on 

a number line, compound inequalities, inequalities with absolute value  

Geometry:  Graphing polygons in the coordinate plane and finding the area; 

transformations:  reflections, translations 

Ratios, proportions, and percents:  Computations and word problems, percent 

of increase and decrease 

Classes 6G, 7G & 7B, Math 

 Mrs. Chaya Ginsberg 

Classes 7G & 7B, Science 

 Mr. Alexander Ellingwood 

Classes 8G & 8B, Math 

 Mrs. Toby Rabinowitz 

  

After the winter break, the students learned to solve for a variable in a multivariable 

equation. They also learned to solve systems of equations using substitution. The 

students also completed a unit on slope. They were able to work with, and under-

stand, the concept of slope. They completed a major unit on polynomials. The stu-

dents first learned to perform operations with monomials, and then applied this 

knowledge to polynomials. They learned to simplify polynomials, add, subtract, and 

multiply polynomials. They also learned to divide polynomials by monomials. As the 

school year came to a close, the classes learned to factor polynomials by finding the 

greatest common factor monomial.  

The classes worked hard during the second half of the year. They learned 

the in’s and out’s of cell structure and DNA in animals and plants. They 

discovered how energy is transferred throughout cells to help organisms 

prosper. They finished a unit on bacteria, protists, and fungi. They learned 

how bacteria is helpful as well as harmful. Protists are everywhere, and 

affect our environment everyday. The seaweed in the oceans are protists. 

Fungi can be very beneficial, and many people eat mushrooms often. The 

students reviewed the topics they learned during the year to prepare for 

their finals.   

Students have gained many new math skills as they worked on the ALEKS 

math program this year. They each acquired new skills on their individual 

levels. This program proved to be a success.  



Curricular Updates 

Class 8G and 8B, Math 

 Mrs. Mindy Goldfarb 

 

June 2017 

Classes 7G, ELA 

 Mrs. Mindy Reifer 

We began the second half of the school year with the autobiographical Gifted 
Hands, the first in a variety of texts and genres we studied to answer the es-
sential question:  What does it take to be successful?  We focused on over-
coming a variety of challenges, including socio-economic disadvantage and 
physical disabilities.   We continued the analysis by reading Chaim Potok’s 
short story “Zebra,”  along with several related informational texts, and we 
discussed the emotional, physical, and psychological impact of being faced 
with a seemingly unsurpassable challenge through the novel The Running 
Dream.  Students wrote essays using textual evidence to prove a thesis state-
ment that related to dynamic characters and themes of inner strength and 
friendship from the literature.  After reading The Miracle Worker and watch-
ing the play, we completed a mini-research unit on topics related to Helen 
Keller and her disabilities.   

In our unit on The Giver, we analyzed sophistical political themes and dis-
cussed the concept of political utopia and dystopian literature.  Using Plato’s 
Republic as a reference,  we compared and contrasted elements of The Giver 
with Plato’s comments on government and society.  The unit culminated in a 
compare/contrast expository essay analyzing the Community from The Giver 
with real-life failed utopian societies. 

In a cross-curricular assignment with social studies, students were assigned a 
president to research.  Students were guided in all aspects of the research 
and writing process, including finding and evaluating sources, paraphrasing 
and summarizing information, organizing note cards via Google Slides, writing 
outlines, and source documentation.    

In grammar, we reviewed important grammar conventions, including comma 
usage, quotation marks, easily confused words, apostrophes, and sentence 
structure.  Students will continue to build on all of these skills next year in 
ELA.   

Factoring trinomials of the form ax2 ± bx ± c 

Algebraic Fractions:  Expressing in simplest form, multiplying, dividing, adding and 

subtracting with like denominators and unlike monomial and polynomial 

denominators 

Irrational Numbers:  Identifying rational and irrational numbers, simplest radical 

form, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing with radicals, rationalizing the 

denominator, radical equations  

Quadratic Equations:  Solving quadratic equations by factoring and using the 

quadratic formula, verbal problems  with quadratic equations, Pythagorean Theorem 

of the right triangle 

Solving a system of equations in two variables:  Using the substitution and the 

elimination method, solving verbal problems using 2 variables 

Graphing:  Graphing linear equations in the coordinate plane using the 3-point 

method and the slope and y intercept method, slopes of parallel and perpendicular 

lines, graphing inequalities, solving a system of equations and inequalities graphically, 

graphing quadratic equations (parabolas) using information about the axis of 

symmetry and the turning point, graphing absolute value equations. 

Functions:  Identification of a set of points as a function, vertical line test, finding f(x) 

for specified values of x, exponential growth and decay.            

                                          

Class 8G and 8B, Science 

 Mr. Alexander Ellingwood 

The 8th graders finished their marble skate-park projects as they learned about the 
concepts of Physics and Motion. They transitioned into learning about Magnetism 
and how magnets are used every day. They even discovered that the Earth is a large 
magnet. Compasses are used to track the poles of the Earth to help with direction. 
They transitioned into Electricity and learned how Magnetism and Electricity are 
related. Electricity can be used to create an electromagnet. They also learned how 
Electricity is used every day through circuits. All current flow needs a source, like a 
power plant, battery, or generator. It also needs something to flow through, like a 
wire. Components are the elements that are used each day that need electricity, like 
light bulbs, motors, and fans.  



Curricular Updates 

Class 8G & 8B, ELA 

 Mrs. Mindy Reifer 

This trimester’s many units revolved around synthesizing information 
from various sources and composing both written essays and oral 
presentations.   Students read and analyzed Animal Farm and The Wave, 
and some even read Fahrenheit 451 in the context of modern repressive 
governments such as North Korea, and with a lens towards a better 
understanding of Nazi Germany.  They wrote several essays comparing 
and contrasting themes and applying these themes to modern 
societies.  In addition, students researched a unique topic in Holocaust 
history.  Their final research papers were a culmination of the many 
research and writing skills that the eighth graders have mastered during 
middle school.   

In addition to Holocaust literature, students read the classic horror 
stories “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Monkey’s Paw,” imitating the 
tone of these popular authors through various creative writing 
assignments.  Our final project of the year was a public speaking 
unit.  Students read sample speeches from famous authors and orators, 
including Elie Weisel, Patrick Henry, John F. Kennedy, Abraham Lincoln, 
and David Dinkins, analyzing these speeches for specific rhetorical 
devices.  Students finished the year by presented their own 
independently researched and written speech on a variety of sub-topics, 

all relating to the 50th anniversary of Yom Yerushalayim.   
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Class 1G  

 Morah Michal & Morah Malky 

Reading and Writing: 

* we completed reading and writing in print 

* we completed reading and writing in script 

* we worked on Hebrew Reading comprehension 

* We worked on writing sentences in Hebrew 

*Auditory reading comprehension with books, cds, computer programs 

* Dictionary skills in Hebrew - alphabetizing Hebrew words and looking up definitions 

* Gematria - knowing numerical values of letters 

Chayeinu חיינו  

* Topics in יהדות 

 פרשיות ,חומשים

 אבות ,אמהות

 שבטים

 שלש רגלים

 ברכות ראשונות /אחרונות

 משפחה

 חלקי הגוף

Dikduk & Grammar: 

* Prefix Letters ב,ה,ו,ל,מ 

*Recognizing  זכר and  נקוה 

Numbers 

  זכר ונקבה-מספרים

Adjectives יפה,יפה,טוב,טובה,גדול,גדולה,קטן ,קטנה,זה,זאת  

Chagim: 

* Mitzvot 

* Minhagim 

Parsha:  Each week we learned the story and worked on Hebrew comprehension by 

matching words/sentences to parsha pictures. 

Calendar:  Each day we worked on our calendar, including the days of the week, He-

brew date, Hebrew months, Hebrew Year and days of creation. 

Independent work:  We had the students learn and get used to independent working 

skills by using workbooks, worksheets, and fun booklets with different activities in He-

brew.   



Curricular Updates 

Class 2B  

 Rabbi Daniel Isaacs 

June 2017 

Class 3B 

 Rabbi Daniel Isaacs 

To Be 2B is To Be AWESOME!    

Boruch Hashem, 2B met or surpassed all its curricular goals this year. We have only 

studied “in the”ספר since October, yet our 2nd grade class covered FIVE FULL 

Parashiyot–over 600 pesukim!–this year, b”H, learning with passion, energy and a 

great thirst for knowledge. We made a siyum on Parashat Chayei Sarah, iy”H, on the 

last day of school. The boys deserve a big yasher ko’ach!!! We have learned many con-

cepts, Midrashim, an approach to studying the details of Pesukim and analyzing (at a 

2nd grade level, of course) the grammar of the posuk. 

I hope you enjoyed the year’s many Dinim projects. To name just a few (since April), 

we made incredible Haggados, a whole-class Sefiras haOmer project (that became our 

hallway board) AND detailed Sefiras haOmer & Shavuos booklets, and Workbooks on 

the Three Weeks. We learned all about those chaggim, and spoke extensively about 

the Laws of Pesach, sefira, Lag baOmer and Shavuos. We discussed the history behind 

Yom haAtzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim with photos, maps and included a lot of videos 

and discussions about Eretz Yisrael, designed to increase chibbas haAretz v’yishuvah, 

love of the Land and its settlement. Finally, we discussed the 3 Weeks and many of 

the Gemarot/Aggadot about the churban Beis haMikdash and its times. 

For Ivrit we nearly finished all of Yesodot haLashon Bet. I felt it more important to 

make sure that what we learned, we learned well than to fight to cover pages, and I 

wanted to work on many of the stories in HaMikra’ah Sheli to improve reading fluency 

and comprehension. The boys are very good at dikduk (Hebrew grammar). We have 

zman hoveh – present tense – and zachar/nekayvah/rabbim/rabbot, and are familiar 

with the makkor (infinite) verb form and the concepts that go with it. 

Finally, let us not forget all the Para-

shiyot we’ve done. Parasha was al-

ways a time for a bit of drama and 

fun. And the jokes. And the raffles. 

And the prizes. And the parties… 

All Good Things Must End (but they end Well ):  This is a bittersweet piece to 

write, as it’s been an incredible 2 years together with an amazing group of 3rd 

grade boys & it’s coming to an end.  I’m going to miss each of the guys dearly, 

but we can all take pride looking back at the BIG ACCOMPLISHMENTS we 

made together… 

In Chumash we finished Parashat Vayeshev, and made major inroads into 

Parashat Miketz (4th grade should begin with the brothers coming down, getting 

in line to see “Tzofnas Pon’ayach” for grain.) We covered nearly 5 parashiyos this 

year, including daily study of Rashi “on the inside” – reading & translating - since 

January. Every student can read Rashi and is familiar with an approach to studying 

Rashi, z”l’s, words. We have a rotation for Rashi-reader, just as we do for class 

“chazzan.” Speaking of chazzan, our davening is amazing:  we say EVERY WORD of 

an adult’s shacharis including the daily Shir Shel Yom (with the exception of 

“Hodu LaShem Kir’u Bishmo” & “U’va LeTzion”). The boys daven Shemoneh Esrei 

silently & reverently, followed by Tachanun. We covered all of the chaggim and 

annual events in our Dinim program. Besides speaking and learning about all of 

the chaggim (including Lag baOmer, Yom haAtzmaut & Yom Yerushalayim) we did 

many projects related to our learning. Do you remember the amazing Haggada 

your son brought home? Or the Sefiras haOmer/Shavuos booklet and stories from 

Megillat Rus? Most recently we made a class-wide hallway board to cover major 

events from Yetzias Mitzrayim through Tisha b’Av. At the year’s ends we spoke 

about the 3 Weeks and the Churban Beit haMikdosh (sheyibaneh bimhayra, 

beyamaynu!) with stories related in the Gemarah and Midrashim. I hope you 

enjoyed the comprehensive folders that Morah Julie put together with samples of 

your son’s work throughout the year.Having two teachers for the the Ivrit class 

was a very successful experiment, as Mrs. Salb and I have complementary talents. 

3B mastered a list of over 150 vocabulary words (they took a final on the 50 most 

important and commonly used ones), read 10 stories from the HaMikraah Sheli 

reader, and did most of the grammar (dikduk) units in Yesodot HaLashon Gimmel. 

The skills they have make them 100% ready for Kitah Dalet in the coming year. 

 



Curricular Updates 

Class 2G 

 Morah Sarah & Morah Daniella 
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 ספר בראשית
 מרגליות מפי התלמידות

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Q: Why did אדם  name himself אדם?  

A: Because אדם   was created from the earth- אדמה.  

 We summarized all ברכות.  we learned about the rest of פסח   Since תפילה

the ברכות   that we learned and divided them into three groups ברכות מצווה   

like  .אשר קדשנו במצוותיו... על נטילת ידים    All the ברכות   that we say on things 

we enjoy eating, drinking and smelling go under ,ברכות נהנין   and all the ברכות 

that we say in order to thank ה‘  for his creation would be placed under  ברכות

  הודאה.

 ימי העומר.  and ספירת העומר  of הלכות  We learned the הלכה 

 We continued ברכה.   every day without a עומר We counted the לוח שנה יהודי 

to recite calendar concepts in Hebrew and learned about current events as well 

as events that occurred in the past, like the bringing of ,קרבן העומר   the story 

of ,רבי עקיבא and the story of .רבי שמעון בר יוחאי  

חומש בראשית, חומש שמות, חומש  of פרשיות We learned all the פרשת שבוע:

 by heart. At the end of the year the girls were   ויקרא, חומש במדבר וחומש דברים

tested בע"פ   by heart and won prizes. Those who knew פרשיות  of  חמישה

   ארבעה חומשים of  פרשיות received first prize. Those who knew   חומשים

received second prize, and those who knew פרשיות  of שלושה חומשים   received 

third prize.  

 from the moment קרבן העומר,   we learned about ספירת העומר  In light of חגים:

the barley was harvested until the קרבן   was given to   ‘.ה

We also learned about ימי הספירה and why we are saddened during those days-

 סיפור רבי עקיבא. 

 A special day on which two things occurred: 1. The plague stopped ל"ג בעומר

  .passed away רבי שמעון בר יוחאי .2

 From Morah Sarah's Desk:  

1. If you have any ספרי ספריה from our class library please bring them to the 

main office and address it to me. Thank you.  

Have a happy and healthy summer! B'Ahava, Morah Sarah and Morah Daniella 

It has been an amazing year and I can’t believe that it went by so quickly.  The 

girls really accomplished so much and grew tremendously. 

In Chumash, we completed Parshiot Lech Lecha and Vayara.  The lessons were 

enhanced with songs, stories and midrashim.  In addition, prefixes, suffixes and 

shorashim were stressed as we went through the pesukim to give the girls the 

skills to be able to figure out the translations of pesukim on their own.  Our mi-

lim and shorashim box was a great aid in reinforcing commonly used words and 

shorashim that are found throughout the Chumash.  We ended the year learn-

ing Chumash in the “4th grade style.”  We learned straight out of the Chumash 

(without putting each passuk on the board) and the girls were able to translate 

most of the pesukim with care.  It was such a pleasure! 

The girls mastered reading and translating Rashis.  We did a lot of work in our 

Rashi handbooks that began with recognizing Rashi letters.  From there we ad-

vanced to recognizing commonly found words in Rashi as well as reading and 

transcribing Rashis.  They really did a great job! 

Parsha was taught weekly and I hope you were able to enjoy the songs with 

which they came home. 

We also learned some halachot (such as Hilchot Shabbos, Shmirat Halashon).  

We had different songs and projects that reinforced what we learned. 

The main thrust of the year was on middos, specifically בן אדם לחברו.  This 

was also stressed when we learned פרקי אבות, and was enacted on a daily 

basis in real situations that occurred in the classroom.  I had many opportuni-

ties to praise this wonderful class when they showed kindness and considera-

tion to one another.  It was so gratifying to note the progress of the girls, and to 

see how they blossomed into more mature, understanding, and sensitive young 

girls. 

I will miss the girls and wish you a very happy, healthy and restful summer vaca-

tion. 

Class 3G 

 Morah Chaya Moldaver 



Curricular Updates 

Class 4B 

 Rabbi Don Braunfeld 

It was a great year with a great group of boys!  

Learning, which started with strong davening, was so enjoyable! We are now ready 
to daven with the school מנין next year בע"ה.  During davening we were able to 
see the greatness of 'ד‘ s world through a program called Niflaos Haborei.  We 
shared our understanding of how seemingly simple (and not so simple) happenings 
may provide valuable lessons. These lessons can be reviewed in our yearbooks. 

In Chumash, we learned many Parshios, with so many שרשים . Recognizing the 
prefix/suffix allowed us to decipher the פסוקים on our own. We completed  מסכת

 with many new concepts. We thought we knew all about the sukkah and the סוכה
 How much more we know now! Size, shape and weight can make such a  .מינים ד'

difference.  

Learning all about the ימים טובים and the הלכות gave us a deeper appreciation for 
each יום טוב.  Navi Yehoshua brought us into Eretz Yisrael from the desert, 
with  as our leader. This reminded us that we have to follow Hashem’s יהושוע
direction. 

The daily לשון session introduced us to conversational Hebrew, and helped 
reinforce singular vs. plural and masculine vs. feminine. Our BBQ was delicious, 
exciting, and un…. For achdus, we each built a shtender for davening and learning. I 
want to thank ‘   .for such a successful year with such a great class ה

Erev Shabbos Extravaganza provided us with many new concepts and knowledge 
about the weekly Parsha (followed by the Cereal of the Week). The Song of the 
Week put us in the proper spirit   /רוחto welcome the Shabbos and provided 
enjoyment in the classroom. 

Have an invigorating summer!   Rabbi Braunfeld and the Wonderful Boys of 4B 

June 2017 

Looking back at the final wonderful months that I spent teaching your daugh-
ter, I recall many great moments and milestones I would like to share with 
you. 

 After working nearly 2 weeks on our Shevatim project, where each girl  חומש 
had to draw her Shevet’s flag and research the name and the shevet (thank 
you for your help), the moment we read the final Pasuk in Parshat  in ויחי
Chumash בראשית where we learn that Yosef dies at the age of 110, brought 
everything full circle. We followed Yosef through his birth, ups and downs, and 
adventures in Mitzrayim, all along never losing his faith in Hashem. 

כבוש הארץ  What was amazing was that we entered Eretz Yisrael and didנביא 

through unbelievable miracles.  In Navi Yehushua, which we completed, we 
read the final Pasuk, which told us that ,יהושע the grandson of Yosef, who 
brought בנ'י into Eretz Yisrael died at the age of 110, just like his grandfather 
Yosef.  The connection was so powerful and clear that the girls felt how this is 
truly a “living Torah.” 

 Using theהצגות . ,We enjoyed marvelous plays or, as we called themלשון 
stories from המקראה שלי the girls became producers, actors and even 
costume designers. That’s what I call כיף!!   

We practiced conjugating verbs and we completed Yesodot Halashon.  Finally, 
one of my favores-  !now that’s an accomplishment ,150 שרשים

 , We compiled a book with each Chag in great detail, Halachot חגים וזמנים
Minhagim, pictures and stories. 

Some of my favorite moments were seeing the joy in the girls’ eyes as they 
worked on the many exciting cooking and craft projects, while singing  and 
sharing and just being a “happy” family!  It has been an honor and a great 
pleasure to be your daughter’s teacher! 

I wish them all much הצלחה !! 

 Have a wonderful summer! 

Love, 

Morah Koenig 

Class 4G 

 Morah Ora Koenig 



Curricular Updates 

Class 5G 

 Mrs. Frieda Salb 

It was a pleasure to teach your daughters! Each girl is unique and added a lot to 

our class. Together they make a colorful group. B”H we accomplished a lot!  

We finished Parashat Vaerah and began Parashat Bo. We worked on the Eser 

HaMakot Targilon. We saw how Hashem brought the three last makot and why 

the מצרים deserved them. We learned a whole Perek of הלכות: הלכות קידוש

 ,We watched a video on the phases of the moon החודש והלכות קרבן פסח. 

from  ראש חודש to ו ‘‘ט  to the end of the month. The תורה teaches us how  בני

בני let פרעה commanded by Hashem, and how finally מצוות did the ישראל

 מצרים. out of ישראל 

In Parashat BeShalach we studied the ניסים Hashem performed in Kriat Yam Suf 

and the reasons for them. We learned that בני ישראל crossed the Yam Suf in the 

shape of a semi-circle rather than a straight line in order to punish the .מצרים We 

read “Shirat HaYam” and explained it with different Perushim.  We used a map to 

follow the path that the  יהודים traveled in the ,מדבר  the stops they made, and 

what happened at each stop until they reached .מדבר סין We saw that Hashem 

tested  them a few times and how they reacted to those nisyonot.  

In Navi we concentrated on Yiftach and Shimshon. We saw that Bnei Yisrael did 

not merit to win a war against the Plishtim. Therefore, Hashem chose Shimshon, 

who was “nazir Helokim mibeten,” to terrify  them and keep them away from Bnei 

Yisrael.  We learned how Shimshon was like the שמש (sun), that could be both 

beneficial (warm, light) and damaging (burn).  

We covered the first four Perakim of “Megilat Esther” and the entire “Megilat 

Ruth” which took place during the period of Shoftim (בועז was the shofet (.אבצן 

We learned these two megilot with פרושים and details. 

We learned Hilchot Chag Purim, Pesach and Shavuot. 

“Eretz Chemda,” a new program, added a lot to the students’ know-ledge of 

the ."מצוות התלויות בארץ“ May we be  זוכה to keep these מצוות in ארץ ישראל

 very soon. Thank you Rabbi and Mrs Jacobson! 

In Lashon we followed the workbooks: .'יסודות הלשון ה' ועברית שטתית א 

For Lag Ba’Omer,  Mrs Jacobson arranged for our class to go to Elmwood School, 

where the girls enjoyed telling stories and making a project with special needs 

children. Thank you Mrs Jacobson for infusing chesed into our students. B”H it 

was a very good year.  

Have a great summer and enjoy your daughter!   
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In 

Halacha we reviewed many of the laws which pertain to the Yomim Tovim, in-

cluding a nice review of the seder and sefiras ha’omer. 

We compiled our own Haggada with essays that were developed and typed up 

by the students themselves! 

In Chumash we completed the entire Parshas Beshalach. We went through Az 

Yashir word by word, breaking down the words of this beautiful song into its 

word roots. 

We progressed in our Rashi skills by mastering Rashi script, as well as learning 

to recognize Rashi’s objective (statement, question, or answer) and how he 

addresses his objective. 

In Navi, we learned a good part of Sefer Shoftim, through the story with Gide-

on. 

Our class had a great year and I am looking forward to a summer of enjoyment, 

learning and retention for the boys of 5B! 

-Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

It was an honor and a great pleasure teaching your son.  Through our Lashon 

book, עברית שיטתית  the boys learned and read many stories, answered 

question and conjugated verbs. 

Of course, the highlight was always the ניסוי מדעי  that we enjoyed in honor of 

Rosh Chodesh. 

I hope you enjoyed the many חבורים that we compiled into booklets, some 

with their own illustrations! 

We enjoyed many videos and songs בעברית. I hope they had a wonderful year, 

as did I.  !!יץ נעים לכולם 

Morah Koenig 

Class 5B 

 Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

Class 5B, Lashon 

 Mrs. Ora Koenig 



Curricular Updates 

Classes 5B, 6B and 7B 

 Rabbi Yosef Bendrihem 

The learning has been so exciting.  

5B - We have finished Perek Tefilas Hashachar and mastered over 300 milim. The boys 

are on their way to be great Gemara learners. 

6B - We learned six blat in Perek Eilu Metzios and mastered over 300 milim. We also 

finished Shmuel Alef. It has been so nice to hear the boys read Gemaros to me that we 

never learned before. The boys are on their way to be great Gemara learners. 

7B - It’s amazing to see how much the boys have grown in their learning. The boys 

have finished Perek Eilu Metzios, Parshas Ki Seitzei, Ki Savo, Netzavim, Vayelech, and 

Aseres Hadibros with almost all of the Rashis. 

I'm so very proud of all of the boys and feel so fortunate to learn with all of your won-

derful children. 

Lots of nachas! 

 

 

 

It was a wonderful and productive year in Lashon class, and, as the boys have learned 

to say, also very  .כיף 

We completed the עברית שיטתית ב and read more stories.  Every Rosh Chodesh we  

enjoyed a powerful movie/  .in Hebrew   סרטים

During the final weeks of school the boys became very fluent in conjugating verbs, and 

their vocabulary has expanded by leaps and bounds. 

Throughout the year we worked on and mastered many new skills and reinforced the 

ones they had. 

I enjoyed teaching them and I wish them all . הרבה הצלחה 

 קיץ נעים לכולם!
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I am so pleased to write that we have, B"H, achieved all of our educational 

goals. 

In Chumash we completed a very thorough learning of Parshat Shelach. We 

then went back to Parshat Naso and learned the few pesukim about Birchat 

Kohanim/Duchaning, which should hopefully make that part of the davening 

on the Yomim Tovim more meaningful. We reviewed the first perek of Par-

shat Korach, pulling out very powerful and important lessons about not hav-

ing strife and looking for shalom. 

In Navi we finished learning all 31 perakim of Shmuel Aleph. B"H, quite an 

accomplishment! Shmuel is a very interesting Sefer in Tanach, and the girls 

will very much enjoy the continuation next year when they learn Shmuel Bet. 

I hope they will invite me to their siyum, BE"H. 

In TSBP, we were able to learn about all of the months of the year, with their 

chagim and/or fast days, including the summer months. The Halachot of hand

-washing and Brachot are practical laws that will accompany the girls 

throughout adulthood. The Bat Mitzvah unit that we covered, which consist-

ed of the name report, the Mother/Daughter evening, and discussions about 

some of the exceptional women in Tanach, was very well received. The girls 

added much insight and truly enjoyed the idea that as they come of age, they 

step into the role of being the next chains in the link of women to emulate. 

All in all, we covered a tremendous amount of material this year, B"H. Much 

emphasis was placed on understanding how all that we learn in Limudei Ko-

desh can affect and be implemented into our lives. 

It was a pleasure to learn with the 6th grade girls of 2016/2017. Both as indi-

viduals and as a group, they are wonderful. I am fortunate to have spent this 

year with them. May they each continue to be a tremendous source of na-

chas to us all. 

Class 6G 

 Mrs. Tamar Weber 

Class 6B Lashon 

 Mrs. Ora Koenig 



Curricular Updates 

Class 7G 

 Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

The learning in 7G has been amazing! In Chumash our focus has been Parshat 

Shoftim. The girls have enjoyed learning about the Jewish court systems. We 

learned about the different types of courts. We studied the laws that pertain 

to judges. We discussed different types of witnesses. How many witnesses 

must there be? What is the punishment for a false witness? Ask any seventh 

grade girl and they will let you know! We even divided into our own courts of 

three and debated several moral dilemmas. We spent some extra time speak-

ing about the Sanhedrin. We were able to find its location in the Beit HaMik-

dash and discussed the ramifications of not having the Beit HaMikdash today.  

Parshat Shoftim is filled with many different Mitzvot and we have learned so 

many. Ir Miklat, Hasagat Gevul and the laws pertaining to Kohanim are just a 

few of the Mitzvot we discussed. The girls focused on the halachic aspects of 

these mitzvot as well as the textual skills needed to become independent Chu-

mash learners.  

For the final, the girls needed to locate fifty different mitzvot in the Chumash. 

It is amazing to see the skills they have built and the independent learners they 

have become. 

 In Navi, our focus is Sefer Shmuel Bet. The girls love reading the stories and 

anxiously await the next chapter. We learned about Avshalom’s rebellion 

against his father Dovid HaMelech. What a tragedy! A civil war; Jew killing Jew! 

We discussed the ramifications of David’s sin with Batsheva. We talked about 

the relationship between Dovid and his children, and the importance of a par-

ent rebuking their child. After completing Shmuel Bet, we reviewed the entire 

sefer and squeezed in some BJE Navi prep. We had a wonderful masquerade 

breakfast; each girl dressed up as her favorite Navi character. The final was 

cumulative and I was amazed to see how much the girls gained. 

We also concentratee on Yediot Klalliyot, Parshat HaShavua and Kriah.  

Enjoy the summer and much nachas from your wonderful children! 
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I’m glad to report that students in all of my classes accomplished my 

goals this year.  They improved their understanding in Hebrew, reading 

comprehension, writing skills, speaking the language and grammar. 

8B/8G Lashon:  I hope you’ll continue to master the Hebrew language in 

the future. 

8G:  In Chumash and Navi we accomplished our goals, successfully 

learning Vaykira in Chumash and Melachim Alef in Navi. 

7B/7G Lashon:  We’ll continue to work on these skills next year.  We’ll 

start the school year with preparation for the BJE exam that will occur 

on Sun., Nov. 19th.  The students received the practice book, 

HaMivchan in order to have a head start over the summer. 

Have a safe summer.  

Classes  6G, 7-8B, 7G, 8G 

 Mrs. Rivka Wagner 

Class 8B  

We are proud to have completed the first two perakim of Gemara Makos with 

a beautiful siyum at the end of the year.  The boys really improved in their 

decoding the Gemara, along with comprehension.  

They boys completed three parshiot in Sefer Vayikra with the study ofo many 

Rashis.  We completed the first 17 perakim of Melachim א and spent a lot of 

time throughout the year going through multiple topics, including halacha and 

Jewish history.  

 TSBP, 7G and 8G  

The girls learned many pieces of Gemara from Meseches Brachos, and proba-

bly will take with them a very high level understanding of tefilah.  They also 

enriched their Gemara vocabulary, and gained an understanding of the flow of 

Gemara thinking.  

Chumash, 6B  

The boys learned BaMidbar, Nasso, V ’ha’alotcha, Shlach and Korach.  We con-

cluded the year learning many Rashis and giving the boys the experience of 

dling many RAshis “on their own.”  They had much experience with the read-

ing of Rashi and comprehension.  

Classes  6B, 7-8G, 8B 

 Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky 



Curricular Updates 

Class 7B 

 Rabbi Dani Staum 

It’s incredible to reflect upon about the changes that have occurred in a 

mere 10 months. The boys who entered Seventh Grade in September 

are not the same young men who are emerging now, as aspiring eighth 

graders.  

Over the course of the year, we have completed learning the entire 

Perek Hakonais, and reviewed it. We focused on key concepts in the 

Gemara, and Talmudic rules and lexicon which they will come across 

repeatedly in their lifelong learning iy’H. We applied the rulings in the 

Gemara to contemporary life, and demonstrated how the halachos 

formulated in the Gemara are as applicable as ever.  

We learned all of Shmuel Bais, and gleaned the many incredible lessons 

from the life and humility of Dovid Hamelech. We emphasized how 

Dovid never lost his faith, even in his darkest times. Perhaps more 

significantly, he never lost faith in himself and his mission, even after he 

committed acts that were unbecoming someone of his stature.  

We spent time this year learning Hilchos Tefillin and discussing what it 

means to be a bar mitzvah, and the endemic responsibilities.  

Towards the end of the year, we also had discussions about the 

Holocaust and some of the history of the State of Israel. The discussions 

were fueled by Yom Hashoah, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and Yom Yerushalayim.  

To that end, we also watched the Destiny Foundation videos (directed 

by Rabbi Berel Wein) about those time periods, which sparked some 

insightful and interesting conversations about pride in being a Jew, the 

lessons of the Holocaust, and the significance and meaning of Eretz 

Yisroel in our lives.  

Of course we also learned about each chag as they came. Unlike 

previous years when there was more of a focus on the ‘story,’ this year 

we focused on Halacha, and the particular avodah of each chag. 

It has been a wonderful year, and a privilege to be the rebbe of this class 

(for many this was the second year). I extend heartfelt wishes of 

continued hatzlocho from each talmid and the hope that they will be a 

source of nachas to ASHAR, their parents and families, themselves, and, 

most of all, to Hashem. 
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