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Important Upcoming EventsImportant Upcoming Events

Shabbat Shalom!
  - Rabbi Ari Jacobson

Menahel/Dean

ASHREINEWS

“
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
Daylight Savings Ends 
2B Chumash Mesiba 9:30 AM

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
No Bus Transportation for Suffern  
Central, North Rockland, Clarkstown

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
No Sessions  
Parent Teacher Conferences

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
2G Chumash Mesiba 9:30 AM

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
8B/8G JSAT H.S. entrance exam  

Parshat Vayeira 19 Cheshvan 5784 / November 3, 2023 Candle Lighting  
a n d  Havdalah 5:31      6:38

Menahel’s Message
Do I Have To?

MONDAY-THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23-26 
No Sessions Thanksgiving

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 
4-8B Father-Son Learning  
Pre-Chanukah Extravaganza 8:30 AM

In his classic Ruach Chaim commentary to 
Pirkei Avos, Rav Chaim of Volohzin observes 

that when enumerating the ten generations 
f r o m Noach to Avraham, the Mishna describes the 
latter as simply ‘Avraham,’ while the very next Mishna refers to 
the ten nisyonos of ‘Avraham Aveinu.’  Rav Chaim suggests that 
the Mishna’s emphasis on Avraham as a father specifically in the 
context of meeting challenges demonstrates that in matters of 
nisayon- confronting the most difficult of life’s challenges- Avraham 
is truly the father of each and every Jew.  By meeting their personal 
challenges, the avos and imahos impacted their descendants for 
posterity.   

But what specific traits were instilled?  The most obvious answer, 
of course, is self-sacrifice.  Over the millennia, countless Jews of 
hitherto modest stature have somehow managed to muster the 
inner strength necessary to make the ultimate sacrifice and offer 
their lives al kiddush Hashem when summoned.   

A novel interpretation of the Ran (Derashos Haran, No. 6), however, 
suggests that Avraham Aveinu’s greatest legacy may have been 
establishing the basis upon which we more truly live al Kiddush Hashem:

Rabbeinu Nissim claims that Hashem could not have demanded 
Avraham’s only son, as doing so would have been a blatant 
violation of G-d’s earlier promise of offspring.  Rather, offers the 

Ran, Hashem requested that Avraham place Yitzchak on 
the altar.  This is why He uses the word ‘נא’-’please’- when 
summoning Avraham:”קח נא את בנך אשר אהבת”  - “Please take 
the son that you love” 

Hashem would not have punished Avraham had he refused 
to comply.  By acquiescing, however, Avraham successfully 
met his ultimate challenge:  to fulfill that clearly desired 
by Hashem despite not being specifically required. And it 
was this ability to fulfill r’tzon Hashem, the will of Hashem, 
in addition to that mandated, that would be incorporated 
into the very essence of Avraham’s biological and spiritual 
progeny.

Effective parenting and chinuch entails modeling desired 
behaviors and outcomes, without necessarily always overtly 
demanding or requiring compliance.  By allowing children 
to make positive, age-appropriate choices of their own 
volition, we afford them the opportunity to summon their 
“inner Avraham Aveinu” that instinctively draws a Jew to 
r’tzon Hashem. 



“
Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen

Principal, Early Childhood and First Grade

Aleph BetAleph Bet

ParshaParsha

FallFall

MathMath

Bear DayBear Day

Center PlayCenter Play

Chalav U'dvashChalav U'dvash

ParshaParsha

Pre-K learned the letter E and went 
on an Exit Hunt around the building. 
Every time they found an exit, they 
stopped and wrote the letter E.

Kindergarten finished 
learning their ABC's! 
They made words 
with ABC cookies.

The Early Childhood Pro-
gram goes on a Fall Walk!

We wrote our names using 
"Handwriting Without Tears" 
lines and curves.

ABCABC

Parsha these weeks is full of so many integral lessons for the 
Jewish people.  This week, as we learned about the chesed of 

Avraham Aveinu, the children practiced, modeled and reinforced 
t w o beautiful Mitzvot:  Hachanasat Orchim and Bikur Cholim.  The children 
learned a beautiful Refuah Shelaima song and even called their friends and Morah 
Jackie singing this song.  They also practiced being good hosts, like Avraham Aveinu 
and made beautiful welcome signs to make their guests feel welcome and warm in their homes.
We continued our units of Fall, colors, shapes, ABC’s, Aleph Bet, math and more.   The children were also introduced to our 
“Hibernation Game”- Lockdown procedures.  Morah told the children to “Hibernate like a bear” and the children crouched 
down in the dark “cave” and stayed there quietly without moving or talking until Morah turned the lights back on.  We hope 
to never have to be in a lockdown situation, but the children are prepared and ready - having fun throughout.
Here are some pictures from our busy week.

Nachas Note:
Devo brushed her teeth went into bed and read Shma so beautifully. She also washed 
negel vasser. All for Morah Jackie's mother's yahrtzeit.

ShapesShapes



“
This week’s parsha, פרשת וירא, begins with the encounter 
between Avraham Avinu and the three malachim.  I n 
their initial conversation, the malachim ask Avraham, אשתךײ שרה   ײאיה 
“Where is Sarah your wife?”  Avraham responses באהלײ  that Sarah ײהנה 
was in her tent. How could it be that the emissaries of Hashem did not 
know where Sarah was?  Why would they ask Avraham something so 
obvious? In Bava Metzia 87a, Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav states that 

the angels knew that Sarah was in the tent, but brought it to Avraham’s attention in order to make her beloved in his eyes. 
The Iyun Yaakov explains that the malachim wanted to remind Avraham of the deeds that Sarah did through which she 
merited the three miracles in her “tent,” mentioned in Bereishis Rabbah. Her Shabbos candles miraculously remained lit from 
Erev Shabbos to Erev Shabbos. The challah dough in her tent remained fresh from week to week.  The cloud of Hashem’s 
Shechina hovered over her tent, always.
Sara Imeinu’s tent, was a home for the shechinah. Her home was a true microcosm of the Beis HaMikdash. May we learn 
from Sarah Immeinu and be zocheh to build homes where the shechinah can dwell, and merit seeing the brachos of Sarah 
Immeinu in our lives as well.

Mrs. Debby Jacobson
Principal, Girls Division

Eighth Grade visits the Holocaust Museum 
and Center for Tolerance Education.

Third grade mathSixth Grade Vocabulary Pictionary Review

Our Girls Division is getting ready for the Challah Bake with some dancing!



Thank you Rabbi Shmuel Schneid, Sofer Stam, for his engaging 7B Safrus pre-
sentation this past Tuesday.  Rabbi Schneid demonstrated some of the finer 
points of Torah and Tefillin production, as part of the boys' Halacha curriculum.

Elan Sarousi asked an incredible Chumash 
question in Rabbi Braunfeld's class which 
amazed Rabbi Jacobson!

Third grade math

3B celebrates finishing their perek in 
Parshas Vayera with a pizza party!

Sixth Grade Robotics ProgramFirst Grade Kriah

Third Matnas Shabbos of the Year!
ASHAR’s bi-weekly First to Third Grade Boys program. Through 
song, stories and treats, we hope to inspire minds and warm 
hearts, thus strengthening our talmidim’s appreciation of 
Hashem’s gift of Shabbos:  Matnas Shabbos.

This month's 
Middle School 
Minyanaires!

Daven Daven 
with a with a 

MINYANMINYAN

OurOur

6B6B
Yaakov Abboudi
Akiva Benovitz
Eliezer Hamburger
Sholom Sachs
Moshe Simon
Eli Sorotzkin

7B7B
Phillip Akerman
David Balouka
Yoel Bando
Chaimy Glanz
Moshe Hayman
Aryeh Katz
Liran Kenig
Yonah Markowitz
Shuey Shtrambrand
Moshe Steinberger
Eliyahu Zupnik

8B8B
Naor Dahan
Benny Fine
Daniel Mordechai 
Frankel
Yisroel Kaller
Yisrael Levin
Eliyahu Machlis
Yitzi Safier
Daniel Sanik
Chaim Schuh
Moshe Maxx 
Sontag
Daniel Sorotzkin
Yakov Werth

ASHAR’s Minyanaire program incentivizes our boys to 
daven with a minyan. Each week there is an honor roll 
system for our top daveners.

Eighth Grade visits the Holocaust Museum 
and Center for Tolerance Education.



Dear Mrs. Galeet Lipke & 
Holocaust Museum & Center for 
Tolerance and Education,

This Holocaust museum was an 
eye-opening experience for me. Going 
into this trip with the basic information 
and backstory, this museum gave 
me a deeper understanding. As a 
granddaughter of a survivor, I have 
always strived to know more about the 

Holocaust. The experience at the museum helped me to connect and 
understand what the people of that time went through. As I watched 
videos, heard dramatizations, and walked through the museum, I 
truly felt their pain. Although we often continue everyday life, we 
forget how recent this genocide was, and this reminded me to thank 
Hashem for the happy life I get to live. This trip shifted my identity 
and perception of the Holocaust and shaped me as a person. The 
activity I most enjoyed was when we were to decide what we would 
do if put in different situations of people at that time as a group. 
This activity caused me to think about the hardships even people 
not associated with the war went through in attempting to save 
Jews. This activity also had me elaborate on ideas of how people 
could have stepped in and survived these horrific times. Thank you 
for having the courage to speak up and share your experiences with 
your family. Thank you for continuing to educate people about this 
awful time and for the opportunity to experience the museum. I'm 
so grateful to have had such a mind-boggling experience.

The museum showed the worst of 
humanity and the best of humanity. 
One reason it showed the worst of 
humanity by showing how wicked and 
sinful the Nazis were from the 1930’s 
until 1945. The Holocaust Museum 
showed the best of humanity when 
they showed the “Righteous Among 
the Nations” and how they helped the 
Jews escape from the Nazis even if it 
was dangerous. Looking at the video 

was a moment that made me feel angry and sorrowful because the 
Nazis tortured these innocent people. All in all, I learned a lot from 
this trip and would like to go on other trips like this one.

Today's trip was a great 
experience where I learned many 
interesting facts and events about the 
Holocaust. I learned that many people 
and families who did not support 
the Nazi organization helped hide 
Jews. Some of the stories of people 
who went through the horrors really 
touched my heart. I also learned about 
the horrible food situations within the 
camps. Another thing I learned was 

that Jews were not their only target, they targeted anyone that was 
not the perfect German. All in all, this was an inspirational and a 
much needed lesson about the Holocaust.

Dear Ms. Galeet Lipke, 

I walked into this museum 
knowing basic background 
information, and walked out feeling 
the pain of my brothers and sisters. 
As I listened to the video with my 
head down, all I saw was darkness 
and what I heard was even darker. 
The cry of a little girl hiding from 
the Nazis, the sound of glass being 

broken as the Nazis invaded houses, but most of all the emptiness 
I felt in my heart listening to this story. Thoughts flowing through 
my head, and questions slipping from my tongue. How can people 
be treated this way just because they were Jewish? How can the 
Nazis find it in their hearts to separate children from their parents? 
One specific thing that really got me thinking and feeling their 
pain is when I heard that with Dr. Mengele at Aushwitz, the left 
was death and the right was life. Jews, young and old standing in 
lines and being told left or right. I can’t even find it in myself to 
imagine waiting in those lines hoping and shaking anxiously for 
a word that determines if you live or die. Tears filled my eyes as 
I heard they would send a mother to the left for death, and a child 
to the right to live. How can a mother let her child go? How can a 
child watch their mother be taken to death? Words can’t describe 
the pain in my heart I felt hearing these cruel words and seeing 
these scary videos. This really gave me a glimpse into how it felt, 
and definitely impacted me in ways beyond words. Thank you so 
much for taking the time to teach us about our history. Thank you 
tremendously for opening up a new part of our eyes to feel and see 
the pain that our brothers and sisters felt. Most of all, thank you for 
your patience when answering questions. I feel incredibly lucky to 
have had the opportunity to come visit the Holocaust Museum, and 
I will keep what I learned in my heart forever. 

Eighth grade visited the Holocaust Museum 
and Center for Tolerance Education at RCC
Read their impressions of it

By: Pearly Sabel By: Pearly Sabel 

By: Yisroel KallerBy: Yisroel KallerBy: Daniel SanikBy: Daniel Sanik

By: Gabriella Teitelbaum By: Gabriella Teitelbaum 
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rustybrick.com/shema
Works on iPads & iPod Touches too! Works on Kindlles & Many more!

Dedicated in 
loving memory 
of our mother
Esther bas Yaakov

     
whose Yahrzeit is on the
15th of Cheshvan

Global Bedtime Shema
Awareness Night 15 Cheshvan  

Join over 50,000 Jewish children 
around the world reciting Krias 
Shema al Hamitah 
using this FREE APP

#bedtimeShema

Morah Simi Makowski and  
Emma Makowsky (PKA) 

on the birth of a girl

Liran Kenig (7B) 
on his Bar Mitzvah

Chaim Greenstein (7B) 
on his Hanochas Tefillin

Mazel Tov!

Have any good news to share? email mgoldman@ashar.org


