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CHANUKAHCHANUKAH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
5B/5G Trip to Liberty Science Center

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
1B and 1G Trip to  
Finkelstein Memorial Library

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
5B/5G Trip to Liberty Science Center

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 
Busing No Bus Transportation for  
Suffern Central: Dec. 22-29,  
North Rockland and Clarkstown: Dec. 25-29

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
1B Siddur Play 9:30 AM

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 
1G Siddur Play 9:30 AM 
No Bus Transportation

Parshat Miketz 3 Tevet 5784 / December 15, 2023 Candle Lighting  
a n d  Havdalah 4:10         5:19

Menahel’s Message
“Just Do It!”

 Shabbat Shalom!  
         - Rabbi Ari Jacobson

In describing the requirements of properly lighting 
Chanukah candles, the Gemara concludes that 
hadlakah osah mitzvah.  In order to fulfill the 

mitzvah, one must physically light the candles 
each evening.  A candle still burning from yesterday 

may be a modern-day Chanukah miracle but must 
nonetheless be extinguished and relit in order to receive 

mitzvah credit. On the other hand, properly lit candles that were 
unexpectedly extinguished prior to burning the required half hour need not 
be relit.  The mitzvah is simply to light, and having done so, one’s obligation is 
discharged, regardless of subsequent outcome.  

The Shem MiShmuel of Sockatchov suggests that Chazal’s strong emphasis on 
physically lighting neros Chanukah stands in stark contrast to the chochmas 
Yavan- Greek wisdom- embraced by both Greeks and Hellenized Jews of the 
time.  Classic Greek philosophy placed pure intellect on a raised pedestal, 
to the exclusion of deed and morality.  Chanukah celebrates not simply the 

miracle of the menorah but rather the victory of Torah over Aristotle.  
Creed and abstract theory are important, but only to the extent that 
they elicit inspired behavior.

Knowledge, and even faith, do not automatically create ethical 
and moral behavior.  Study after study confirms the degree to which 
children look up to parents, and to a somewhat lesser extent teachers, 
as role models.  One of the terms sometimes employed is “vertical 
learning,” a reference to a child looking up to adult figures directly 
involved in his or her life, rather than being “horizontally” influenced 
by peers.   The real-life behaviors modeled by parents and teachers are 
thus infinitely more impactful than even the most eloquent classroom 
lesson or parental lecture. 

Menahel/Dean

Chanukah Edition

To sponsor a day visit www.ashar.org/parnas

The week of December 12th Torah learning 
is sponsored by

The Benovitz Family

Tuesday, December 12th Torah learning 
was sponsored by

Elizabeth & Izzy Tauber

Thursday, December 14th Torah learning 
was sponsored by

The Strimling Family
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When you walk into a dark room to find something that you’re missing, and you turn on the lights, you 
can suddenly see everything around you. But if you would walk into the same dark room with a candle, 
you would only see the small area illuminated by the fire of the candle. 
Everything in the world has two parts – the outside and the inside. When you first look at something, your eyes tell you 
what’s on the outside. But if you would look at something deeply, in order to understand what’s “inside” of it – you can find 
its beauty. The soft and subtle light from the fire reminds us to look hard at what’s around us, in order to find the beauty in 
everything. 
Chanukah is always at the darkest time of the year – because the things we can see easily when it’s light outside, aren’t 
necessarily as real as what we can find when we look inside. 

Mrs. Debby Jacobson
Principal, Girls Division

Our Class Dojos

ASHAR’s Class Dojo program incentivizes our girls to 
earn points for positive behaviors and achievements.

2G2G
Gabriella Plaut

3G3G
Suri Blum

4G4G
Nechama Goetz 

5G*5G*
Naama Abel 

6G6G
Gitty Lorber 

7G7G
Rikki Kleinberger

8G8G
Pearly Sabel



Nachas Note:
Dear Morahs, Yitty came home with a beautiful me-
norah.  I never saw something like this, it was so, so 
pretty.  She was so excited to light the candles and 
made a beautiful bracha and sang songs. Thank you 
Morahs for putting so much effort into our kids.  They 
look forward to going to school every day!  You guys 
are amazing!
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Mazel Tov to our Kindergartners on their beautiful 
Chanukah performance. The children “lit” up 
the room with song, and created a simchadike 
environment for all our guests! Yasher Koach to 
their amazing teachers!
Thank you to the PTA for all the fun Chanukah 
enhancements!
On behalf of the entire Early Childhood family, 
we would like to thank you for the thoughtful and 
generous Chanukah gifts.

Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen
Principal, Early Childhood and First Grade

It is the month of Kislev, and Chanukah is here, It is the month of Kislev, and Chanukah is here, 
“Chanukah is our favorite Chag!” all the children cheer!“Chanukah is our favorite Chag!” all the children cheer!

The children learned so much, about this special holiday, The children learned so much, about this special holiday, 
When Hashem performed miracles, and showed us His love in every way.When Hashem performed miracles, and showed us His love in every way.

We celebrated every day, since this is a happy time, We celebrated every day, since this is a happy time, 
I’ll share with you a glimpse, in this very short rhyme.I’ll share with you a glimpse, in this very short rhyme.

 The PTA had special treats to share with me and you,  The PTA had special treats to share with me and you, 
To bring smiles to our faces and feed our tummies too!To bring smiles to our faces and feed our tummies too!

Nursery invited their parents to a Chanukah Mommy & Me, Nursery invited their parents to a Chanukah Mommy & Me, 
Where everyone had so much fun with Morah Malky!Where everyone had so much fun with Morah Malky!

Kindergarten delighted all, at their special Chanukah play, Kindergarten delighted all, at their special Chanukah play, 
Singing Chanukah songs and making cookies, made everyone’s day!  Singing Chanukah songs and making cookies, made everyone’s day!  

Obstacle courses, donut making, frying latkes and more, Obstacle courses, donut making, frying latkes and more, 
Rosh Chodesh assembly & an ice cream party galore!Rosh Chodesh assembly & an ice cream party galore!

Now the week is over, and you’re children are coming home, Now the week is over, and you’re children are coming home, 
Enjoy the Chanukah video recap together, and then have a Shabbat Shalom!Enjoy the Chanukah video recap together, and then have a Shabbat Shalom!



By: Ella Schwartz 2G
By: Ella Schwartz 2G

By: Yissie AuslanderBy: Yissie Auslander

By: Judah DavisBy: Judah Davis

  
  

44ChanukahChanukah
Poetry Writing

By: Tova Adams (2G)By: Tova Adams (2G)

By: Jakey Blachorsky (2B)By: Jakey Blachorsky (2B)

By: Esther Levin (2G)By: Esther Levin (2G)

By: Daniel Lieblich (2B)By: Daniel Lieblich (2B)

By: Ari and Shmuel YanivBy: Ari and Shmuel Yaniv

Mrs. Gordon’s 5th Grade Math class created Chanu-
kah themed word problems. Can you solve them?

On ChanukahOn Chanukah

Written by: 5GWritten by: 5G

Written and Illustrated by: 3G
Written and Illustrated by: 3G

Written by: 2GWritten by: 2G

If you could be any character in the  If you could be any character in the  
Chanukah story, who would you be?  Chanukah story, who would you be?  

Tell us your Chanukah story! Tell us your Chanukah story! 

By: Aryeh Lichtenstein (6B)By: Aryeh Lichtenstein (6B)
I am the famous elephant from the Chanukah story and 
I killed one of the Maccabees.  I did this accidentally by 
falling on him when he attacked me, but I recovered and 
I’m back. (I don’t know how I’m typing this).  It was by the 
Beis Hamikdash.  We, the Greeks, were trying to convert 
the Jews, but sadly we failed. I felt devastated that we lost.  
In the beginning the Jews were surprised and most gave 
up, but ten or so got courage and fought. Ultimately I was 
pulled to safety by my fellow Greek elephants and am now 
looking to restart my life in the jungle.
  From, 
     Eli Elephant

By: Kira Cohn (8G) By: Kira Cohn (8G) 
The latkes, a crispy potato snack, 
fills the air with a delightful aroma,
Sizzling on a frying pan,
Evoking childhood memories,
Satisfying appetites,
Dripping in applesauce,
Ameliorating long days.

By: Nechama Schwarz (8G) By: Nechama Schwarz (8G) 
The menorah, a sign of miracles,
shines brightly in each window,
Illuminating in the dark,
Announcing the miracle,
Adding more each night,
Spreading light to the world,
Showing the greatness of Chanukah

By: Zoey Dembinsky (7G) By: Zoey Dembinsky (7G) 
Chanukah puts me in a good mood, 
opening presents and eating delicious food.
Spinning dreidel 
Eating latkes 
Cooking food
Singing songs
Lighting menorah

Brain Teasers
Brain Teasers

Our 2nd through 5th grade 
girls created Chanukah 
stories. Check them out here!
www.ashar.org/studentpublications
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Roni & Shiffy Abboudi

Michoel & Aliza Abel

Yaakov & Gitty Adams

Levy & Estie Adler
Levi & Chaya Altein

Gavriel & Shira Altheim

Shlomie & Shany Baitz

Ronnie & Rosa Balouka
Frimet Bando

Eli & Batsheva Bekermus

Don-E & Miryam Benovitz

Yanky & Hindy Berger

Shimmy & Rochel Berman

Avi & Esther Bernstein

Levi & Yehudis Blachman

Asher & Malky Blachorsky

Jacqueline Borgen

Menachem & Chaya Bruk

Avi & Chaya Celnik

Stephanie & David Chapman

Peretz & Gitty Chein
Yossi & Dini Cohn

Dave & Rachel Corcia

Yosef & Dr. Esther Davis

Dov & Melissa Dembinksy

Hershy & Rivky Deutsch

Shimmy & Vicky Deutsch
Maia Duban

Yitzy & Esther Elbaum

Yossi & Chanie Ergas

Yosef & Shira Fine

Mendi & Nechami Fleischer

Gershy & Suri Fleischman

Dr. Charles & Julie Fleischner

Moshe & Gittel Follman

Eli & Rena Fonfeder

Ben & Shana Friedman

Chaim & Nechama Friedman

Gili & Taly Friedman

Yoni & Tzivi Frommer

Moshe & Batya Fuerst

Gershon & Leah Gershuny

Yoely & Simi Glanz

Yehuda & Esther Leah Glaser

Avi & Yocheved Goldberg

Mordy & Rochel Goldberg

Josh & Rachel Goldberger

Levi & Perella Goldenberg

Simchie & Shifra Goldgrab

Mordy & Miriam Goldman

Abe & Yitty Greenberg

Mordy & Sammy Greenstein

Rabbi Boruch & Leah Greenwald

Yitzy & Rachel Gros

Hillel & Elecia Gross

Moshe & Esther Gross
Mali Gross

Baruch & Malky Grossman

Stephen & Rochie Gruenebaum

Yoel & Rivky Grunwald

Sholom & Corrine Gutleizer

Reuven & Beth Guy
Sara Halabi

Shaye & Russi Hamburger

Yaakov & Tehilla Hamerman

Baruch & Rochel Hayman

Ashley & Liora Herschmann

Samuel & Liala Indig
Rachel Ioukhvets

Moshe & Jennifer Isaacson

Jay & Miri Itzkowitz

Yaakov & Avigail Itzkowitz

Rabbi Ari & Debby Jacobson

Shmuel & Chanah Judkin

Dr. Andrew  & Gila Kass

Dr. Tamir & Dr. Sharona Katz

Zev & Ayala Kenig

Dr. Noach & Sarah Kind

Maimon & Ruth Kirschenbaum

Baruch & Esther Klein

Ben & Cheved Klein

Yanky & Chupie Kleinberger

Shmily & Nechy Koenig

Nuchem & Esti Kornbluh

Ben & Bracha Kugel

Yaakov & Yaffa Landau

Yitzchak & Rivky Landau
Malka Laskey

Meir & Chanie Lax

Levi & Devorah Lazar

Shragi & Itta Lazarus

Yaakov & Chaya Lebovits

Raphael & Shira Lehmann

Daniel & Tova Lenefsky

Ariel & Sarah Lev
Tzvi & Chava Levin

Moshe & Shoshana Lichtenstein

Avramy & Yocheved Lipman

Dr. Avi & Risa Lorber

Yossi & Brandelle Lunger

Shlomo & Kaila Machlis

Yishai & Miriam Malool

Simcha & Simi Makowsky

Mickey & Rochel Leah Marinelli

Ari & Nechama Markowitz

Yona & Toby Markowitz
Mark Meisner

Eli & Ayelet Mermelstein

Dr. Shalom & Devorah Mintz

Yosef & Fraidy Myski

Aharon & Aliza Nachman

Lior & Anna Nahmani

Meir & Sheva Naiman

Chaim & Leah Neiman

Yosef & Yael Nissanian

Rabbi Saadya & Mushky Notik

Michoel & Sarah Ogince
Mimi Oliel

Dovid & Ruchie Orlansky

Dr. Marcia Rashelle Palace (Frankel)

Abe & Chomi Pantierer

Ryan & Bryna Pelsinger

Zalmy & Esther Leah Pinson

Henoch & Simi Piotrkowski

Sarah Pollack
Josh & Amy Ratner

Michael & Dr. Miriam Remez

Hudi & Rivkah Riven

Heshey & Aleeza Rosenberg

Yossi & Rachel Rosenberg
Baila Roth

Ari & Nechama Sabel

Levi & Chaye Sabol

Loozy & Simi (Scharf ) Safier

Phillip & Aviva Salamon

Motty & Malky Samet

Alex & Leah Sarousi

Avi & Rivky Schenk

Oshi & Rivky Schiller

Moshe & Dina Schoenwald

Barry & Ora Schreiber

Adam & Jennah Schuh

Barry & Yisha Schwartz

Daniel & Esther Schwartz

Gabriel & Malki Schwartz

Joel & Miriam Schwartz

Ronnie & Civia Schwartz

Yaakov & Bracha Schwarz

Peretz & Devorah Seltzer

Akiva & Jessica Shapiro

Shimon & Rachel Shragaei

Asher & Chani Silber
Tami Sontag

Yaakov & Julie Spaeth

Pinny & Rivka Spira

Moshe & Devorah Stefansky

Yissie & Shoshie Steinhart

Peretz & Adina Stern

Zeesha & Dina Stock

Graig & Elana Straus

Serayah & Sorah Strimling

Ari & Estie Taub

Ephraim & Sarah Tauber

Adam & Blumie Tilson

Boruch & Chani van Halem

Shia & Raizy Weinberger

Yossi & Vardit Weiss

Hillel & Malkie Wicentowsky

Moishe & Chana Witkes

Aharon & Tovi Wolf

Daniel & Raizel Yaniv

Motti & Tziporah Yaniv

Seth & Selha Yedwab

Shmuel & Tzippy Zeitlin

Yaakov & Rochel Raizel Zellermaier

Raphael & Stacey Ziegler

Andrew & Chana Zimerman

Shragi & Esther Zlotnick

Ari & Shira Zoldan

Yosef & Elisheva Zupnik

88Thank you to Thank you to ASHAR PTA ASHAR PTA 
and all the sponsors who and all the sponsors who 
made Chanukah amazing made Chanukah amazing 

for the entire schoolfor the entire school!!  



ASHARKS Upcoming GAMES

Bernie and Janet Schwarz and Josh and Amy Ratner  
on the engagement of their children, 

Daniel Schwarz (‘09) and Maya Ratner (‘15)

Mazel Tov!
Have any good news to share? email mgoldman@ashar.org

Varsity 7th-8th  
Boys Basketball 
Tuesday, 12/19/23 
6:30 PM 
Ramaz@ASHAR
Thursday 12/21/23 
7:15 PM 
ASHAR@SAR
Thursday 12/28/23 
7:45 PM 
MDS@ASHAR

Torah Bowl
Monday, 12/18/23 
Next Two Parshios of Sefer 
Shemos with Perush Rashi 
 (בשלח, יתרו)
Hosted by @ASHAR 

Varsity 6th-8th  
Hockey
Sunday, 12/17/23 
11:00 AM 
ASHAR@Hillel
Tuesday, 12/19/23 
7:00 PM 
ASHAR@JEC
Thursday, 12/21/23 
6:30 PM 
ASHAR@WDS
Wednesday, 12/27/23 
7:30 PM 
Hillel@ASHAR

Varsity 7th-8th  
Girls Basketball 
Thursday, 12/21/23 
6:15 PM 
ASHAR@SAR
Thursday, 12/28/23 
6:30 PM 
MDS@ASHAR

Chanukah packages 
sponsored by 

the ASHAR Girls 
Division Bake Sale 

were distributed to 
displaced children 

in Israel!

כל הכבוד!






