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Important Upcoming EventsImportant Upcoming Events
SUNDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 2-16 
No Sessions Pesach Break

MONDAY, APRIL 17 
Sessions Resume

TUESDAY, APRIL 18 
Yom Hashoah Regular Sessions

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 
Yom Hazikaron Regular Sessions

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Regular Sessions

MONDAY, MAY 1 
3B Trip to Bronx Zoo

Menahel’s Message
Guaranteed!

With best wishes for a chag kasher v’sameach, 
    - Rabbi Ari Jacobson

Menahel/Dean

ASHREINEWS

“ It is perhaps for this reason that later on in Parashas Shoftim, the 
Torah describes G-d not merely as the One who released us from 
Egypt, but rather as the One who elevated us from Egypt:  “.המעלך 
 By redeeming us once, suggests the  Lubavitcher Rebbe ”מארץ מצרים
z”l, Hashem elevated our individual and collective spirits, and 
infused within them an eternal sense of optimism and hope.  

Enjoy your present berachos, and look forward to those that await, 
for unlike the predictions of even the most confident prognosticator, 
Hashem’s past nissim v’niflaos are guaranteed harbingers for an 
even brighter future: “כימי צאתך מארץ מצרים אראנו נפלאות.”

Investment firms typically caution that past 
performance does not ensure future results.  

Fortunately, the Ribbono shel Olam issues 
n o such disclaimers. On the contrary, writes R. Yitzchak 
of Korvil in his classic Sefer Mitzvos Katan, our unwavering belief 
in the ultimate Redemption is founded on the fact that Hashem 
redeemed us from the bondage of Egyptian slavery once, and is 
thus eminently capable of facilitating miracles of similar magnitude 
in the future. 

The commandment of “אנוכי ה‘ אלוקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים” - “I am 
Hashem your G-d who took you out of Egypt”- is thus the basis for 
each of us being asked after 120 years whether or not  we were 
sufficiently optimistic:  “צפית לישועה.” 

Pesach EditionPesach Edition

Shout out to our incredibly devoted office staff for their hard work during this very busy Pesach season!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
To sponsor a day visit www.ashar.org/parnas

Thursday, March 16th  Torah learning 
was sponsored by

Julie & Bezalel Rapaport & Family

Sunday, April 9th Torah learning 
is sponsored by

Yocheved & Avi Goldberg

Monday, March 27th  Torah learning 
was sponsored by

the Pollack Family

The week of March 27th Torah learning 
was sponsored by

 Felicia & William Hirshfeld

Friday, March 31st Torah learning 
is sponsored by

 Reuven & Libby Goldberg

REMINDER: East Ramapo’s Non-Public Student Transportation Forms for 2023-24 school year are  
DUE APRIL 1, 2023. Return the forms to np-forms@ercsd.org. Any questions or issues 
regarding East Ramapo Bus Transportation need to be addressed by the parent to East 
Ramapo directly at 845-577-6490 or in person at 105 S. Madison Ave., Spring Valley. 
 Please be aware that as per East Ramapo, ASHAR is no longer involved in collecting and submitting these forms.

Parshat Tzav / שבת הגדול 9 Nissan 5783 / March 31, 2023 Candle Lighting  
a n d  Havdalah 7:02      8:11



“
Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen
Principal of Early Childhood and First Grade

On behalf of the entire Early Childhood family, I 
would like to wish you a Chag Kosher V’Sameach!  

Enjoy the Chag with your children.  The teachers 
have prepared the children beautifully for Pesach.  

They know so much, and are so excited to share all their informa-
tion with you. We will miss the children, and look forward to hearing 
all about everyone’s Yom Tov when they return to school.

Thank you so much to all of the parents and grandparents who 
contributed to the Matzah Factory.  The children thoroughly en-
joyed the program and truly learned a great deal. 

Please enjoy the following Pesach recap videos:

Rosh Chodesh Nissan Assembly: https://youtu.be/USl4UcHg9NY

The Matzah Factory Visits ASHAR: https://youtu.be/I_-O4IBl2Og

ECP Pesach Recap:  https://youtu.be/1vZ1zQ5-l7Y

Wishing everyone a Chag Kosher V’Sameach!  May we be zoche 
to greet Mashiach this year as we open the door for Eliyahu Hanavi!
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“
Mrs. Debby Jacobson

Principal of Girls Division

Dress up like a teacher dayDress up like a teacher day

As the Egyptians drowned in the Yam Suf, בִיאָה אֲחוֹת ח מִרְיָם הַנְּ קַּ  וַתִּ
יָדָהּ אֶת-הַתּףֹ–בְּ  Miriam sang with a tambourine, music that אַהֲרןֹ, 
inspired all the women to dance. She sang with a full heart, as 
befits a Jewish matriarch who saw the open miracles of Yetzias 
Mitzrayim.
Her song was short and simple, ֽם׃ אָה סוּס וְרכְֹבוֹ רָמָה בַיָּ י־גָאהֹ גָּ ֽ ירוּ לַֽהֹ כִּ שִׁ

These words were repeated again and again, in an emotional 
outpouring of song and dance.
Drawing on the important lessons of Miriam and our girls’ own 
individual talents, the Girls Division created a magnificent 
collaborative Hagaddah. Our girls have successfully 
demonstrated that as young women of Klal Yisrael, they too can 
use their unique gifts to serve Hashem. 
B’zechus Nashim Tzidkaniyos, it was in the merit of the righteous 
women that our forefathers were redeemed from Egypt. 
B’zechus Nashim Tzidkaniyos in the merit of this next generation 
of righteous women may the final redemption come speedily in our day.

Chag Ha’AvivChag Ha’Aviv 7G flower dissection lab
3G fraction buddies

Successful end to another 
session of cooking club

The Girls Torah Bowl team is 
going to the championships!!!

5G Body Systems Project

2G persuasive paragraphs

7th grade mushroom dissection lab

4G decorating bags 
for their Haggadahs.



Dress up like a teacher dayDress up like a teacher day

HAPPY PESACH!HAPPY PESACH!Girls division created wine bottle stoppers out of beads and 
resin. Thank you, Mrs. Markowitz, for helping with this project.



3B math partners

2B persuasive paragraphs1B Pesach minifigures in art

5B shares their research presentations on US states with 4B.

3B Father-Son Haschalas Mishnayos Event

1B Davening

7B flower dissection lab

5B State report snowglobes

2B -welcome spring activities

פסח



4B simple machines

5B Body Systems

8th grade acids and bases lab

Third grade data projects in math

3B works on their Makkos Diary

7th grade mushroom dissection lab

Matnas Shabbos



Thank you to all of our donors for helping 
sponsor the Model Matzah Bakery

Miriam and Mordy Goldman 
in honor of Ella and the amazing work of her Morahs in KA! 

We are so excited to see all of the things you learned about over Pesach.

Cheryl Weinstein 
in honor of Aryeh Friedman and his great Morohs!

Devorah O’Brien
in honor of Lilly Spaeth’s graduation from ASHAR.

Jackie and Mark Berkowitz 
in memory of Great Grandparents Sophie and Murray Berkowitz 

and Marion and Norman Rudin. May their neshamos have an Aliyah.

Chani and Yehuda Reich
In loving memory of Bubby Selma, Tzirel bas R’ Yisroel Halevi

Rita Plaut 
in honor of Saba Marshall Plaut on his upcoming birthday.

Shoshana and Shlomo Weitzman 
in memory of Chaim Dovid ben Yitzchok Meir a’h.  May his neshama have an Aliyah.

Sara Senter 
L’ilui Nishmas Dov Zev Ben Chaim Yosef and Yisrael Mordechai Ben Dov Zev.

The Pollack family 
in loving memory of Adam Pollack z”l פסח יהושע בן יוסף מאיר זייל

Chagit Dahan
לעילוי נישמת פיבי בת סימי אילנה בת פיבי

Malkie Wicentowsky 
for a Refuah Shelaima for Hinda Rivka bas Chana Sarka

Mention:   
Devorah and Sholom Mintz in honor of our 5 amazing children

We had an 
amazing time when the 

Model Matzah Bakery visited 
ASHAR. The children gained 

some first hand experience of 
what goes into the process of baking 
Matzah. They made their own (NOT 

Kosher L’Pesach) Matzahs, and even 
received REAL Kosher L’Pesach Shmura 

Matzah to eat on Pesach! Enjoy this 
video from the special workshop:

 https://youtu.be/I_-O4IBl2Og



Please enjoy Please enjoy 
your children’s your children’s 
Haggadot and Haggadot and 
don’t forget to fill don’t forget to fill 
in their Pesach in their Pesach 
Break Charts!Break Charts!



Musical Musings

Did you know?

Did you know?

Did you know?

Did you know?

Bakashot
Bakashot are 
collections of 

supplications, songs, 
and prayers that 
are sung before 
dawn of Shabbat 
mornings. The 

custom originated 
in Spain towards the 
time of the expulsion 

but increased in 
popularity in the 16th 

century.

They are popular in  
Syrian, Moroccan, 
and Turkish Jewish 

communities.

Klezmer music is an 
instrumental music 

tradition.  

Klezmer music is 
traditional to the 

Ashkenazi Jews of 
Central and Eastern 

Europe.

Klezmer includes 
dance tunes, 

ritual melodies, 
and virtuosic 

improvisations 
played for listening.

Klezmer music was 
created to sound like 
certain sounds, such 
as crying, laughing, 

or wailing. These 
are very emotional 

songs that use many 
instruments. 

Bakashot are usually 
sung in the winter 

months. Jews 
would begin saying 

Bakashot after 
Sukkot and end of 

Shabbat HaGadol, the 
week before Pesach.

A niggun is a 
wordless melody 
that is slow and 

meditative, or fast 
and jubilant. It is 

sung over and over 
again.

The songs are 
strongly influenced 
by Slavic folk songs.

There are many 
niggunim that are 

sung at the Pesach 
seder during the 

meal.
לכתחילה אריבער

“Lichatchila Ariber”
is one such niggun.  
This was a favorite 

of the Rebbe 
Maharash.

Pizmonim are songs 
that praise Hashem 
that are sung during 
special events like a 
bris, bar mitzvah, or 

wedding.  

During Pesach, part 
of the theme is to 
understand the 

pain our ancestors 
went through, but 

the other part is to 
praise and thank 
Hashem for the 

miracles He made 
for us, which is 

exactly what these 
songs are about.

Klezmer Niggunim Pizmonim

20

Girls Division 
Schoolwide 
Haggadah 
Boys Division      
Schoolwide 
Companion

Check out Check out 
a page  a page  
from from 
the  the  

Girls Girls 
Division Division 
הדגההדגה

To view the full Haggadah and Companion please visit:   To view the full Haggadah and Companion please visit:   www.ashar.org/studentpublications

Check out a snippet from the  Check out a snippet from the  
Boys Division CompanionBoys Division Companion

&& 

Everyone starts Maggid with “הא לחמא עניא,” but why is there 
no mention of Hashem, Moshe, or even Jews? 

The answer is that before we start talking about 
Hashem’s miracles, we have to talk about the 
problems that people face even today. Also, it is 
our responsibility to help those who need it. The 
Vilna Gaon says that “הא לחמא עניא” mentions all 
the different levels of poverty, and it is our job to 
help these people out. This is such an important job 
that we mention it before we talk about anything else 
in Maggid. By: Chanan Seltzer (8B)By: Chanan Seltzer (8B)



WritingWe AreWhat 

 Music and Pesach

The eighth grade students 
were asked to write a 
personal reflection that 
expresses an emotional 
connection to music and 
Pesach. Aviva Zelcer 
composed the winning 
memoir. 

My eyes that were drooping from the four-
hour car ride snapped open as soon as we started 
singing. As a middle school girl, the longer parts 
of the Haggadah is the time for me to space out 
until I know a specific section or a certain song. 
This year, however, I had turned the bat mitzvah 
age, which means it was now my requirement as 
a Jew to follow along and participate. I did so 
willingly, because soon the fun would begin, like 
the matzah sandwich and the delicious meal. 

 “Vihe Sheumda,” my family started 
singing. I joined in, wondering why the song was 
itching my mind. We sing this song every Pesach, 
so of course it feels familiar, but I kept thinking 
there was something a little more significant. It 
was only till I crawled into bed two hours later and 
pulled the covers up to my neck that I remembered 
why the song felt recognizable. 

 I was seven or eight years old, walking with 
my grandfather and brother to the park while my 

parents had been resting for the seder. We played for 
a little while on the green and brown playground, 
before walking back to my grandparents’ house. 
As we walked back, my grandfather and I had 
started singing “Vihe Sheumda,” but with a silly 
little twist. Each time that we sang the song, we 
cut out a word, until we were left with the word 
“Vihe.” We extracted a letter from “Vihe” each 
time until we were left with the final letter. 

The silly song isn’t the only thing that brought 
back this memory. It was my laughter. At the 
beginning of the song, it had sounded normal, but 
by the end, it sounded hilarious, at least to seven- 
or eight-year-old me. 

I smiled to myself and rolled over, thinking 
about all the excitement that was around the 
corner. I can’t wait until today becomes another 
memory that I look back on fondly. 

By: Aviva Zelcer (8G)By: Aviva Zelcer (8G)
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Rabbi Chaitovsky 
on the birth of a granddaughter 

and on the Bar Mitzvah of his grandson

Rabbi Zheutlin 
on the birth of two granddaughters

Mrs. Karen Rosenthal 
on the birth of a granddaughter

Mr. Nulaman  
and Brookie Landau (PKB) 

on the birth of a granddaughter and sister 

Esti Elbaum (8G) 
on the birth of a brother

Chaim (6B), Isaac (4B)  
and Maya (KB) Greeenstein 

on the birth of a sister

Ruti Tsour (2017) 
on her engagement to Brett Bruh

Eliana Kahan (2013) 
on her engagement to Mordechai Sternman

Devorah (Berger) Kamensky  (2005) 
on the birth of a boy

Michal (Karben) Eichler (2013)  
on the birth of a girl

Mazel Tov!

Have any good news to share? 
email mgoldman@ashar.org

More than 450 people registered to  celebrate ASHAR's 69th 
Annual Scholarship Fund Dinner on Sunday, March 19. The program 
featured entertainment by magician Shlomo Levinger. The dinner 
paid tribute to Guests of Honor Yossi and Dini Cohn, Parents of 
the Year Chaim and Nechama Friedman, and Teacher of the 
Year Florence Zelcer.
Thank you to everyone who joined us. It was  an incredible night. 
We are grateful for the tremendous support from our entire ASHAR 
community. To make a donation, enjoy the honoree journal or 
watch the video of the highlights from the evening, please visit us at  
www.ashar.org/dinner.

UPDATE

Varsity 6th Boys 
Basketball 
Wednesday, 4/19/23 
6:30 PM 
SAR@ASHAR 

Upcoming Upcoming 
GAMEGAME



W
ay back in _______________ , ________________________   ___________________________ hid the afikom

en so well that no 

one has ever found it. Technically, that year’s fam
ily seder never ended. O

ver the years, all of the cousins have 

looked for it, but no one has com
e close to recovering it. Bubbe ___________________________ even hired a  

_______________________ investigator to look into things, but there was no sign of that ______________________  m
atzah.

Uncle _______________________ swears he saw
 it once, for a m

om
ent, near the _______________________ in the 

_______________________ , but w
hen Auntie _______________________ investigated, all she found was a pile of 

_______________________. 

Last year cousin _______________________  m
entioned seeing it in an old _______________________  behind the 

_______________________ . To this day, no one know
s. That afikom

en w
ill probably not be found until there’s a 

_______________________  on the _______________________ .
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To learn m
ore about PJ Library and sign up for 

free Jew
ish storybooks, visit pjlibrary.org

G
et ready to m

ake the world’s m
ost _______________________ soup. You m

ay even want to double this recipe and 

keep half in the _______________________ for later. 

S
o

u
p

-B
ase In

g
red

ien
ts:

1/2  pound ____________________ sliced 

__________ pound celery _______________________ 

1 _______________________, sliced and cleaned 

1 bunch fresh ___________________ chopped 

1 bunch fresh _______________________

2 _______________________ leaves

10 w
hole _______________________

_________ tablespoons _______________________ oil

Kosher _______________________

In
stru

ctio
n

s:

 In a ____________________ bottom
 pot, sauté the vegetables for your soup base. Add the rest of the ingredients and 

turn the heat up to high.  Add ________ cups of water and add the rest of the_________________. C
over, turn dow

n 

the heat and let ____________________ for  ________ hours before adding the ____________________ balls.

T
o

 m
ak

e y
o

u
r ___________________ b

alls:  __________________ your wet ingredients in a sm
all m

ixing __________________  

and then pop in the ____________________ for ________ m
inutes. Then add your ____________________ ingredients. Use a 

___________________ to thoroughly m
ix. M

ake sure there are no __________________! Using a ____________________, scoop 

out the dough and form
 ____________________. Bake in the oven at ________ degrees for _______ m

inutes. 

Add to your finished soup base right before serving. G
arnish w

ith a little bit of chopped ____________________. 
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___________________________ B
all In

g
red

ien
ts:

2 large _______________________

___________ tablespoons light ____________________ oil

1 _______________________  _______________________ water

1/2 cup ____________________________ m
eal 

1/2 teaspoon baking _______________________

__________ teaspoons salt

__________ teaspoon _______________________ powder

1/8 teaspoon onion _______________________

1/2 tbsp chopped fresh _______________________
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To learn m
ore about PJ Library and sign up for 

free Jew
ish storybooks, visit pjlibrary.org
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SHAZAK.COM  • Shazak Parsha • Out of Egypt • Queen of Persia • Miracle Lights  

Pesachב”ה 10 Plagues

9. Darkness

2. Frogs 3. Lice

8. Locusts 10. Death of the Firstborn

5. Animal Disease 6. Boils4. Wild Animals

1. Blood 

7. Hail

יציאת מצרים

Start

Can You Help Guide the 
Jews out of Egypt?

Pre-Pesach 
Activity Sheet

FUN FUN 
PAGEPAGE



 

SAVE THE DATE 
  

Names, 
Not 

Numbers© 

A Movie in the Making 
 

 
A Holocaust Memorial Film Project by 

the Class of 2023 
 

May 14, 2023 
  

 

                    www.ashar.org/nnn 




