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Important Upcoming Events
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18-20 
Rosh Hashana No School

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Tzom Gedaliah Friday Dismissal

SUNDAY-MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27-28
Yom Kippur No School

OCTOBER 2-11
Sukkot No School

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
Columbus Day Sessions Resume,  
No Busing

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
4B-8B Sunday Program Begins 
8:30AM Shacharit

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
2B Chumash Mesiba 9:30AM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
2G Chumash Mesiba 9:30AM
TUESDAY, November 3
Picture Day, 8B/G, N-1, T class

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Picture Day Grades 2-7 

Menahel’s Message
New Beginnings!

With best wishes for a kesiva va’chasima tova and Shabbat Shalom, 
  							       - Rabbi Ari Jacobson

In each Shemoneh Esrei throughout 
the Yomim Noraim and Aseres Yemei 

Teshuva, we ask that Hashem inscribe us in 
the Book of Life:זכרינו לחיים מלך חפץ בחיים וכתבינו בספר 
 Yet only at the end of the Chazan’s repetition of the  ”החיים
Mussaf do we more fully express the nature of the life we 
truly desire:  
בה’“ הדבקים  ‘ואתם  ככתוב  החיים,  בספר   כתבינו 
אלוקיכם חיים כלכם היום
“Inscribe us in the Book of Life, as it is written, ‘You who 
cleave to Hashem your God are all alive today.’”
While we initially beseech the Almighty to simply grant us 
another year of life, as our davening progresses we become 
emboldened and eventually - right before the very end of 
Mussaf - we gather the courage to request not only life but 
quality of life.  We ask that the innate and inseparable bond 
of every individual Jewish soul to its Maker enable a year 
that is both meaningful and palpably uplifting, thus ensuring 
a year that is spiritually and emotionally fulfilling.  

As we begin an exciting new school year filled with 
promise and hope, let’s not forget the big picture.  
Yes, we are certainly concerned with our children’s 
academic and social progress, and together we 
will work tirelessly to maximize the potential of each 
and every child.  But we are equally concerned with 
laying the foundation of spiritually meaningful lives 
punctuated by very personal relationships with the 
Ribbono shel Olam through Torah and mitzvos.
And when each of us prays for the well-being and 
success of our children this Rosh Hashanah, don’t be 
afraid to “go for broke.”  Don’t settle for just living, 
but rather daven for quality of life.  Daven for the 
contentment, happiness and fulfillment that is the 
ultimate destiny of every Jewish neshama eternally 
bound to Hashem:  “ואתם הדבקים בה’ אלוקיכם”
Enjoy the beautiful nachas of watching your children 
continue to grow and flourish during the coming 
year.  May it be a year of good health, prosperity and 
success,    לנו ולכל ישראל!

Menahel/Dean

Special Rosh Hashana Edition



“In the month of Elul, we 
blow the Shofar each 
day…”  The children 
in Gan Esther’s Early 
Childhood Program 
have been very busy 

preparing for the upcoming Chag! Our Rosh Hashana unit of 
study included a multi-sensory/hands-on approach to teaching all 

of our Rosh Hashana lessons.  We integrated all of the subject areas into our unit including: social studies (the 
Mitzvot/Minhagim of Rosh Hashana), math (the number of days, numbers of each shofar sound, graphing and 
sorting apples, etc.) science (apple tree cycle and honey making), ELA (books, poems, songs, etc.), music and 
more!  The highlight of our week was on Thursday when we had our first assembly.  We celebrated the chil-
dren’s Elul and Tishrei Hebrew birthdays and enjoyed Morah Jackie’s special Rosh Hashana presentation.
On behalf of the entire Early Childhood family, I would like to wish everyone a Shana Tova!  A year full of good 
health, bracha, nachas from your children, and all good things!

Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen
Principal of Early Childhood and First Grade

Shabbat Shalom and K’tiva V’Chatima Tova!
Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen

Graphing favorite color apple

Learning how bees make honey

Practicing CVC 
words Practicing reading site 

words with games

Rosh Hashana  
learning/tashlich

1st GradeShana Tova

Apples & bees



תכתב ותחתםתכתב ותחתם!!

2B receives brachot from Rabbi Jacobson

4B begins first novel study of the year

The boys minyan performed 
hatarat nedarim

Rabbi Spivak blows shofar 
for Minyan every morning

2B created closed syllables

4B working on sukkah projects

2B created monsters after reading the book “Monsters Love School”



“

4G reading groups started “The One and Only Ivan”

2G making Apple projects

We wrote I Can sentences and made apples
We baked honey cakes!

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains that 
the three sounds of the shofar represent 
three different types of Jews.  The tekiah 
represents the righteous Jew.  The shevarim 
represents the Jew that is devoid of Torah and mitzvos. The 
teruah represents the struggling Jew. On Rosh Hashana, 
we never blow the sounds of shevarim and teruah unless 
they are surrounded by tekios. We never allow the 
shevarim and teruah Jews to stand alone in front of the 
heavenly court without being flanked by tekiah Jews. On 
Rosh Hashana, all types of Jews stand together ready to 
be judged. 
This year, our girls are learning that they must stand 
together even when apart.  They are learning to distantly 
forge friendships. They are learning to care for one 
another through words and actions.  

יהי רצון שימלא ה' כל משאלות ליבנו לטובהיהי רצון שימלא ה' כל משאלות ליבנו לטובה
בברכת כתיבה וחתימה טובהבברכת כתיבה וחתימה טובה!!

Mrs. Debby Jacobson
Principal of Girls Division

Shana Tovah uMetuka!



Rabbi Chaitovsky (8B) 
on his new grandson

Mazel Tov!

Wishing everyone a happy, Wishing everyone a happy, 
healthy and sweet New Year.healthy and sweet New Year.

2g using iready

“Several classes have already started 
using iReady on Chromebooks. 
This innovative online program assesses 
students, isolates weaknesses in core skills or gaps 
in knowledge, and then provides the individualized 
instruction necessary to reach proficiency.  iReady 
provides instruction in both math and reading, 
and in addition to guiding teachers to differentiate 
effectively to meet the needs of their students, it is 
an excellent supplemental tool for whole class direct 
instruction.  The program even rewards students 
with fun activities after achieving a goal! We are 
excited about having all of our students gain from 
this program in our curriculum.

Mrs. Mindy ReiferMrs. Jennah Schuh
Director of CurriculumAssistant Principal

2G using iReady

A sweet Rosh Hashana treat from theA sweet Rosh Hashana treat from the ASHAR PTA 
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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