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Important Upcoming EventsImportant Upcoming Events

Menahel’s Message
Wisdom and Wisdoms

   Shabbat Shalom! 
     - Rabbi Ari Jacobson

Menahel/Dean

ASHREINEWS

“ not only the primacy of Torah, but the role of the other 
disciplines in serving and facilitating Torah:  “El mul p’nei 
ha’menorah yoeiru shivas haneros.”  Indeed, Rav Baruch 
MiShklov states in the name of his Rebbe, the Vilna Gaon, 
that all knowledge is necessary for properly understanding 
Torah, to the extent that for every measure of knowledge 
lacking, the negative impact on one’s knowledge of Torah 
is magnified one-hundred-fold! 
While a portion of one’s academic endeavors may be 
devoted to ostensibly non-Torah subjects, an oveid Hashem 
is constantly aware that in truth, all that one studies, and 
does, is ultimately directed towards the singular purpose of 
serving our Maker:  “la’asos r’tzoncha b’levav shalem!”

The Rishonim associate symbolically 
the seven branches of the menorah 

with seven traditional classifications of 
wisdom, each a unique source of 

intellectual, emotional and spiritual illumination.  Specifics 
vary slightly in different sources, but most identify the seven 
branches of wisdom as follows:  1) Tevunah, or the power 
of comprehension, analysis and application, 2) natural 
sciences, such as chemistry and physics, 3) knowledge of 
the soul, or- in modern terms- psychology, 4) knowledge of 
living creatures, or biology, 5) music, 6) metaphysics, and 
finally, but first and foremost, 7) Torah.  
Not surprisingly, Torah is represented by the menorah’s 
middle branch, and each of the remaining six wisdoms by 
one of the three branches on either side.  Perhaps more 
significantly, the Torah commands that each of the six 
flames be directed towards the center flame, demonstrating 

MONDAY, MAY 31 
No School Memorial Day
TUESDAY-MONDAY, JUNE 1-7 
8G Finals
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2 
7B Trip to Philadelphia 
4G Siyum
THURSDAY, JUNE 3 
5G Trip to Liberty Science Center 
Siegelbaum Competition Awards Ceremony

TUESDAY-FRIDAY, June 1-JUNE 4 
8B Finals
TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
8G Graduation 7:15 PM
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7-9 
8B Trip to Washington
THURSDAY, JUNE 10 
No School for 8B 
8B Graduation 7:15 PM
MONDAY, JUNE 14 
3G Around the World Celebration

TUESDAY, JUNE 15 
Kindergarten Graduation 9:30 AM
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 
PreK Alef Bet Play 9:30 AM
THURSDAY, JUNE 17 
Nursery End of Year Performance 
9:30 AM 
Last Day of School, 12 noon dismissal
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23 
8th Grade Algebra I Regents Exam 
9:15 AM

This week's AshreiNews is sponsored by 

Motty & Malky Samet
in honor of the birth of their new baby girl. Mazal tov to her brothers & sister, Azi (7B), Dovi (3B), Chesky (KA), and Yitty (Nursery, 2021-22)



Mrs. Jacqueline Borgen
Principal of Early Childhood and First Grade

Alef BetAlef Bet

Tuesday, June 15th:Tuesday, June 15th:  Kindergarten GraduationKindergarten Graduation

Thursday, June 17th:Thursday, June 17th:    Nursery End of Year PerformanceNursery End of Year Performance
Wednesday, June 16th:Wednesday, June 16th:    PreK Aleph Bet PlayPreK Aleph Bet Play

1st grade wrote about their favorite school memories.

Kindergarten is learning 3D shapes

Positional Words Collage

CentersCenters

Chalav U'dvashChalav U'dvash

Outdoor PlayOutdoor Play

MathMath

We can't wait to We can't wait to 
see you at oursee you at our

GRADUATIONS!GRADUATIONS!

"I remember when we made 
bracelets and we won color war.  
It was so much fun!"  
- Tahel G.

"I remember the 100th day of 
school.  We played with beads."  
- Talia M.

"I love to have reading groups 
because we read fun books."  
- Esty G.

1st GradeWritingWriting



PHILADELPHIAPHILADELPHIA

“Dear Holocaust Survivor,

Our class spent this past week in Washington, D.C. One of the 
highlights of the week was our trip to the Holocaust Museum. As a 
culmination of our year-long Holocaust studies, the impact that the museum 
had on us was truly amazing. We would like to share with you a few of our 
thoughts and reflections.

As we walked through the museum and experienced one of the greatest 
inhumanities of all time, we were determined to become better people to 
ensure that such an atrocity would never happen again. As we gazed at 
the photographs of families and communities completely destroyed, we 
admired your strength and spirit. We were amazed at your ability to retell 
the horrors to us, mere strangers. Your goal was to pass on living history to a 
younger generation. As we stood over pieces of sifrei Torah destroyed, we 
remembered not to take anything for granted, not to complain about trivial 
matters and to count our blessings on a daily basis. As we sat in a cattle car as 
many of you did so many years ago, we were in awe of your perseverance. 
You kept your emunah during the most difficult of times and believed that 
Hashem was with you. You understood that Hashem had a plan. You held on 
to that faith throughout the War and throughout life.

Finally, as we sat in a replica of a barracks in Auschwitz, we remembered 
to stand up for what we believe in and to never give up our dreams and 
aspirations.

Dear survivor, thank you for imparting upon us these valuable lessons. 
May Hashem grant you the strength to continue to share these important 
messages for many years to come.

With much admiration,

ASHAR Class of 2021

Mrs. Debby Jacobson
Principal of Girls Division

3G released their butterflies into the wild

Ahuva Fried created a skeleton for her 
5th grade science -body systems project 7G visits Eastern State Penitentiary, Constitution Walking Tour, 

Liberty Bell and pizza dinner in Elizabeth.

2G planted marigolds 
and created flowers 
using geometric shapes

3G & 4G trip to3G & 4G trip to

7G trip to7G trip to

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON

8G Senior trip to8G Senior trip to



WHO AM I ?WHO AM I ?
I was a riddle; I served as fertilizer; I was canned; I revealed your piety. Submit answer in 

your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize! 
Last Week’s Answer: Torah “I am walking, but my legs don’t move; I am similar to water; I am to 

teach; I am for night and day.” 

3B makes candy sushi 
in conjunction with unit 
on Japan

3B released their butterflies into the wild

3B & 4B trip to3B & 4B trip to

Chutz L'Seder winners 6B & Chutz L'Seder winners 6B & 
7B enjoy a trip to Thrillz7B enjoy a trip to Thrillz

Chutz L'Seder winners 2B 6B Chutz L'Seder winners 2B 6B 
& 8B enjoy a trip to bowling& 8B enjoy a trip to bowling

7B Bar Mitzvah7B Bar Mitzvah
BBQBBQ

Thank you to Thank you to 
our sponsorsour sponsors

The boys enjoyed a 
safrus workshop and 
musical kumzits

5B trip to5B trip to



Mrs. Mindy ReiferMrs. Jennah Schuh
Director of CurriculumAssistant Principal

“7G wrote character description essays about Annie Sullivan from "The Miracle Worker."

You may have heard the 
name Annie Sullivan 
before. She is the person 
who  taught Helen Keller, 
a blind and deaf girl, how 
to communicate using 
different concepts to help 
her fit into the real world. 
This had a transformative 
impact on young Helen, as 
it opened up a whole new 
world of opportunities for 

learning and human connection. Annie gave Helen 
hope for a better and fuller life.

 Annie Sullivan was a very mature woman. 
First of all, she took on the difficult job of teaching 
Helen when she was only twenty years old. That was 
a very big risk because Helen was very misbehaved 
and misunderstood. Discipling her would be a tough 
task. Secondly, she had an eye disease called trachoma 
that she developed when she was only five years old. 
To take on the responsibility of taking care of the 
disabled Helen while she was disabled herself shows 
true maturity.

 Annie was extremely selfless. Firstly, she 
stuck with Helen almost all her life, through ups 
and downs, every single day. It was very frustrating 
to teach and take care of someone like Helen, but 
she was determined and selfless in her wish to help 
this girl. Also, between Annie and the Kellers was 
great affliction, but she continued to be selfless in 
her dedication to Helen. She was very valiant in her 
efforts to help Helen and didn't give up on her. 

 When thinking of courageous people, Annie 
Sullivan is definitely one that comes to mind. Firstly, 
when Captain Keller tried to bully her out of her 
ideas for Helen, she had the courage to stand up to 
him. She never left the home and she never gave up 

on Helen, even in the roughest times. Annie is also 
very courageous because even though she feels 
responsible and laments her brother Jimmy's death, 
she is willing and ready to take care of another child 
and make things up to Jimmie by treating this one 
right. 

 In conclusion, Annie was an outstanding 
woman for taking on someone like Helen, making 
her feel like she had a purpose in this world. Annie’s 
many great qualities and characteristics make her a 
legend. Who knows? Annie may have never even 
accomplished everything she wanted Helen to learn, 
but one thing’s for sure - she accomplished enough 
for both of them to remember.

By: Elisheva Farca  (7G)By: Elisheva Farca  (7G)
The Miracle Worker



•For any students that are unable to attend school, 
we offer grab and go lunches. Pickup daily at the 
front door. Mon-Thurs 1:00-2:00 PM, Fri 12:30-1:30 PM

Parents of K, 1st, 3rd, 5th and 7th  
Grades in the 2020-2021 year
Please send in a copy of your child's physical  
exam  to the Nurse’s Office by September 1, 2021

ASHAR  ASHAR  
will be offering  
will be offering  

extra math  extra math  
instruction instruction 

this summer!this summer!
Our esteemed math teacher, Rabbi Greenwald, 
will be tutoring students free of charge this 
summer. If you would like your child to benefit 
from this educational opportunity, please 
complete the following Summer Math survey at: 
https://www.ashar.org/tutor
Please email jschuh@ashar.org with any questions.

Azi (7B), Dovi (3B) & Chesky Samet (KA)  
on the birth of a new baby sister

Ben Spaeth (Class '06) 
on his engagement to Celia Cain 
son of Mrs. Devora O'brien

Chaim & Michal (nee Meiteles) Weber (Class '07) 
on the birth of a daughter 

Mrs. Lisa Weber - Proud Grandma

Mazel Tov!

Have any good news to share? 
email mgoldman@ashar.org


