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Menahel’s Message 

Blessings Undisguised 
 

 

As a youngster, Dovber Schneuri, the future Mittler Rebbe of 
Lubavitch, would generally daven with his renowned father,   
Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the Alter Rebbe. The latter also 
served as the shul’s ba’al koreh. On one particular Shabbos     
Parashas Ki Savo, the Alter Rebbe was away and an able substi-
tute read the Torah in his place. When the new ba’al koreh 
reached the portion’s klalos- the Torah’s very graphic curses  
reserved for consistent disobedience- the young Dovber prompt-
ly fainted. It took some time, but eventually the precocious boy 
was revived. “What happened? Why did you faint? Didn’t you 
hear the same curses last year?” asked his fellow worshippers.  
“Not really. When my father leined them, they came across as 
berachos, blessings.” 

Remaining consistently positive is paramount to successful child-
rearing, not to mention one’s own sanity and simchas ha’chaim.   
And doing so requires the ability to identify berachos, including 
those not readily apparent.  

Perhaps, then, the greatest blessing is the ability to appreciate 
one’s manifold berachos: “U’vau alecha kol  ha’berachos ha’eleh 
v’hisigucha.” We are often blessed without realizing so, explains 
the Chidushei HaRim of Ger.  “V’hisigucha” represents Hashem’s 
promise that His berachos “catch up” to us, and we eventually 
realize His infinite goodness and our good fortune. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Teaching Responsibility 

 Mrs. Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum, General Studies 
 

As parents and educators, our natural inclination to hover 
and protect must be balanced with the responsibility to teach 
developmentally appropriate independence.  One objective 
of elementary education is to implement procedures that 
train children to be self-reliant, accountable students. Home-
work, when properly designed and assigned, serves as a valu-
able tool in developing student skills such as responsibility 
and accountability. 

Several updates this year are specifically aimed at guiding 
students towards increased personal responsibility by encour-
aging them to organize and plan, helping them reach personal 
and academic goals.  Planners were distributed to all middle 
school students, and teachers remind students throughout 
the day to record their homework neatly and plan for their 
evening workload. The monthly calendar view in the planners 
allows students to plan more than just one week at a time, 
encouraging students to see the big picture and easing anxie-
ty due to last-minute test preparation and assignment bog-
down.  At the end of the day, classroom teachers walk their 
students to their lockers and assist them in packing materials 
needed at home before dismissing them from the building.   
While teachers still communicate with parents via Parent-
Locker, this year parents are able to view Google Classroom 
posts in the daily updates they receive in their inbox. Alt-
hough parents are unable to access the Classroom assign-
ments and posted material through the links, the email in-
forms parents of upcoming due dates and examinations, al-
lowing parents to guide children to choose wisely when plan-
ning their evening.  The bulk of the responsibility, however, 
rests on the students, as they are the ones who must access 
their Google Classroom assignments and submit completed 
work. Thus, while ParentLocker informs parents of upcoming 
due dates and exams, the student must take responsibility for 
his or her own work and submit assignments punctually.  
These changes have already positively impacted our school 
culture, and we anticipate continued academic growth and 
 success in each and every ASHAR student.   
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(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Last Week’s Answers : 

#1 Witness (Eid) 
(I must be two, We can’t be related, I must be questioned, In Shema I am large.  

#2 Returning from battle 
(I am for a new house, I am for a new vineyard, I am for a new wife, I am for fear.)  

 1. I am not a first born. 2. I am tied up.  

3. I am a basket case. 4. I am waved.  
 

1. I am for next week. 2. I am at least four before.  

3. I begin at midnight. 4. This year I come for over a week. 

Sorry: 
It’s More than Just a Game 

 

What are the elements of a good apology? Boys at ASHAR gave it 
some thought at a meaningful assembly in the days leading up to  

Selichot and have been creating letters and videos for a cool contest! 

Kriah Chevrusas 
The chavrusa model has 
brought excitement and team-
work to kriah practice! Boys 
correct one another and      
challenge each other to         
increase in speed with            
accuracy. 

Names, Not Numbers: A Movie in the Making © 

This core part of the ASHAR 8th grade experience was launched last night with an 

introduction by Tova Rosenberg and preliminary student interviews. Please see 

the back page for important dates . 



Look out for the Bat Melech Tefillah Program in your daughter’s backpack! 

7G is reading Nothing but the Truth and analyzing the characters’ motives.  

Girls in 5G wrote       
postcards to a friend  

using first person.  
They reflected back to a 

place they enjoyed     
during the summer.  

8th Grade Leaders! 

Come see the projects displayed 
in the front of the school! 

7th Grade Har Sinai Projects 
In conjunction with their Chumash curriculum,        
seventh grade girls imagined how Har Sinai must  have 
looked and created spectacular projects to share with 
the school.  

First grade enjoying the 
art room for the first 

time! 

Big Sister/Little Sister: Elisheva and Shani 

Editor in Chief Yearbook-  Tzilah 

Yearbook Humor- Leora 

Yearbook Art/Photos- Devory and Ita 

Class Historians- Maayan and Kiki 

Shabbaton Heads- Batsheva and Rosy 

Names, Not Numbers- Shira, Layla and Aliza 

Sweatshirt Coordinators- Jackie and Shoshana 

Spirit Day Leaders-  Tova and Chavy 

 



Rikki Walter (7G) 

on your Bat Mitzvah! 
 

Rabbi Chaitovsky 

on the birth of a grandson! 
 

Karen Rosenthal 

on the birth of a grandson! 

Thank you to the ASHAR PTA for      

sponsoring sports equipment for the 

girls recess! 

A special thank you to the following 6B     

students who volunteered to work with    

William Rodriguez to clean up the back of 

the school: 

Noey Taub 

Sam Pollack 

Ital Gershon 

Meir Metal 


