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Menahel’s Message 

Maximizing Hashem’s Gifts 
 

 

Some well-known ma’amarei Chazal characterize kilayim, the 

prohibitions of sha’atnez, grafting certain trees and plants with 

one another (among other things), and   crossbreeding animals, 

as chukim, mitzvos devoid of comprehendible rationales. The  

Ramban and others, however, suggest that there is in fact a very 

fundamental and instructional explanation for the injunctions 

against grafting and crossbreeding.   

As humans, we are encouraged to embrace and appreciate 

Hashem’s wondrous world, and to utilize His creation to the   

fullest.  Attempting to create new plant or animal species, how-

ever, indicates that the creation G-d has heretofore provided is 

inadequate, and these endeavors are therefore prohibited.    

Our charge is to make the most of the Ribbono shel Olam’s ex-

isting creation, including each and every child’s unique berachos.  

As parents and mechanchim, we dare not attempt to change our 

children into something they are not.  Our goal, rather, is to em-

brace the individuality of each G-d-issued neshama , and provide 

the framework and foundational tools  that will thus allow each 

to shine and flourish! 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Once Upon a Time...    

 Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 
 

Once upon a time, in the far- away land of New City, there 

was a school where princes and princesses were taught to be 

kind, courageous and respectful of one another.  

One day, a messenger came to the school bearing very ex-

citing news. The king, on his way back home to the palace, 

would be stopping at a near-by field. All of his subjects were 

invited to greet him. The children were so excited! They spent 

hours preparing to meet his majesty, the king.  Each prince 

and princess carefully wrote out his or her wish list hoping to 

present it to the king.  

Finally, the day arrived. The king greeted each and every child 

pleasantly with a joyous smile. The king sat patiently as each 

of his subjects revealed his or her list of requests. When eve-

ryone was finished, the king continued on to his palace where 

only a few chosen individuals could enter his chamber and 

only with special permission.  

During the month of Elul, our King is in the field and available 

to us. There is a special closeness that we have with Hashem 

during this month. We use our status as the privileged daugh-

ters and sons of the King, to become nearer to Hashem. Ha-

shem reveals Himself at a level attainable by man. The poten-

tial exists to take initiative and change the direction of our 

lives. It is a time when Hashem eagerly awaits our tefillos and 

yearns for closeness with each and every Jew. We must take 

advantage of these auspicious days and do our part to be-

come closer to the King.  

How do we do this? There are three primary ways to reach 

our goal; teshuva, tefillah, and tzedakah. We must take stock 

of the previous year and ask forgiveness from the Almighty. 

We must daven with kavannah and beseech Hashem for 

whatever we need. We must be kind to others and always be 

willing to lend a helping hand. With our sincerest effort, we 

can be confident that Hashem will grant us, our families, 

friends, and all the Jews around the world a magical year.  

 May all of your dreams and wishes come true.  

 כי תצא
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Wait!? Are we learning about Sports or Geometry? (5B) 

160: The number of miles Rabbi Spivak 

rode his bike to visit his students in camp! 

Getting Ready for Minyan 
 

The 5th grade boys are easing their way into the     
daily school minyan with Rabbi Shmuel Freedland. 

 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

1. I am for a new house. 2. I am for a new vineyard.                     
3. I am for a new wife. 4. I am for fear  

1. I must be two. 2. We can’t be related.                                           
3. I must be questioned. 4. In Shema I am large.  

5B will be joining the school minyan in the coming weeks! 

The Matnas Shabbos program 
drives home the concept 

that Shabbos is a special gift that 
Hashem gave us. More than we 
keep the Shabbos, the Shabbos 

keeps us!  



Our redesigned girls student lounge! 

 

Thank you to: 
 

Yaakov and Julie Spaeth  
 

Ken and Ricky Carter 
 

Mrs. Suri Neumann for the beautiful murals! 

A Bright New Face in the Girls Division 

We would like to welcome Mrs. Rena Kanarek to the ASHAR family! Born in Queens, Mrs.    
Kanarek studied in Stern College for Women and Michlalah in Jerusalem. She has many      
years of teaching experience in both the NY Metro area and Atlanta, Georgia. In addition to 
teaching, Mrs. Kanarek has organized chesed programs in a number of girls high schools.  

Mrs. Kanarek has dedicated a few minutes each morning for her students to journal about 
the things that they are thankful for in their lives. This increased awareness and sense of 
gratitude then sets the tone for the remainder of the morning.  

Mrs. Kanarek is looking forward to getting to know all of her students’ unique strengths and 
talents and using them in the study of Navi. This week’s assignment was to create a comic 
strip based on what the class was learning in Shmuel ב!  

 Thank you Mrs. Kanarek for joining us and looking forward to a great year! 

STEM Challenge in 4G! 

Look out for the new Bat Melech Tefillah Program in your daughter’s backpack! 



Moshe Neumann (7B) 

on your Bar Mitzvah 
 

Michael Zupnik (8B) 

on your Bar Mitzvah 
 

Miriam Rozenberg (7G) 

on your Bat Mitzvah 
 

Chanie Krausz (7G) 

on your Bat Mitzvah 
 

Faige Gordon (7G) 

on your Bat Mitzvah 
 

Morah Simi Makowsky (1st Grade) 

on the birth of a daughter 
 

Mrs. Debbie Spier (PKA) 

on the birth of a granddaughter 
 

Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky 

on the birth of a granddaughter 
 

Michal Karben  (class of  2013) 

on your engagement 
 

Mrs. Stacey Granata 

on the birth of a BOY! 

“It’s All About the Words” 

...as our beloved Rabbi B likes to say! This 

year ASHAR has created a cumulative shor-

ashim program with mastery of the first 200 

shorashim needed for learning Chumash by 

the end of 5th grade as the goal. Each year’s 

additions are color coded so students can see their vocabular-

ies grow with time and effort. This supplemental “Milon Shor-

ashim” is arranged in alphabetical order and includes space 

for students to write down words derived from each shoresh. 

Guides to basic grammar rules are included on every page.  

Skill building in Elementary and Mid-

dle School is a lifetime investment! 

Thank you Mrs.   

Ruderman for          

designing the layout. 

The Media     
Center is open! 
 Thank you Mrs. 

Weber for getting          
everything ready 

over the sum-
mer! 

Thank you Mr. Ed Heim, one of ASHAR’s new  security 
guards, for sharing his experiences at Ground Zero in 

the aftermath of 9/11.  

Class Mothers needed in grades 
5B, 7B and 8B 

Please email pta@ashar.org 


