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The Tale of the Chinese 
Bamboo Tree 

 Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 
 

Once upon a time there was a man named Chaim.  Chaim was 
very frustrated.  Rosh Hashana was around the corner and in 
taking stock of the past year, he realized nothing in his life 
had changed.  Last Rosh Hashana he had resolved to become 
a more caring person. He promised to get up on time for min-
yan. He had committed to learning Torah every single day. 
Looking back at the past year, Chaim realized that all was for 
naught. Nothing had changed. The entire year had passed 
and all of his aspirations had failed. Dejected, Chaim went to 
speak to his Rebbe.  

After hearing Chaim’s sad tale, the Rebbe asked, “do you 
know how long it takes Chinese bamboo to grow ninety feet 
tall? It takes five years. During the first year, you plant the 
seeds and water the soil but nothing happens.  During the 
second year, you water some more and still nothing happens. 
During the third year, you continue to water the soil, yet 
again, nothing happens. During the fourth year you water 
again and again but still nothing happens. Finally, in the fifth 
year you see a bud and then an amazing thing happens, the 
bamboo tree shoots up to the sky; within six weeks the Chi-
nese bamboo grows over ninety feet!” 

The Rebbe looked at Chaim and asked, “So how long does it 
take the Chinese bamboo to grow so high?”  

Chaim answered; “Six weeks.” 

The Rebbe smiled and replied, “No, you are mistaken.  It 
takes five years for the plant to grow. If at any point during 
those five years you would have stopped watering the seeds, 
the plant would have died.  Throughout the five years, under-
neath the ground, roots are forming that will ultimately sup-
port the plant as it begins to grow.  The correct answer, 
Chaim is five years, not six weeks.”  

As teachers and parents we often wonder if our children are 
gaining anything from the many lessons we attempt to im-
part. Are they listening to a word we say??   

    (Continued inside...) 
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Menahel’s Message 

Almost Perfect  
 

The Bobover Rebbe was once sent an exceptionally beautiful 
esrog. Its shape, color, and texture were stunning, the pitam and 
stem absolutely flawless. Yet, to the surprise of all, the Rebbe 
insisted on using a different esrog for his beracha that Sukkos 
morning. Though no one had the audacity to ask for an explana-
tion, the Rebbe’s strange behavior raised more than a few eye-
brows, and piqued the interest of one overly curious young man. 

During the lengthy Shacharis prayers, the young man, unable to 
contain his curiosity any longer, snuck into the Rebbe’s sukkah to 
sneak a peek at the prize esrog. Hands trembling with excite-
ment, he removed the esrog from its box—and watched with 
horror as the perfect specimen slipped through his shaking fin-
gers and fell to the floor. Terrified, the bochur quickly returned 
the esrog to its box and fled. 

After davening, the Rebbe noticed that someone had moved his 
esrog box. As a precaution, he re-inspected his perfect esrog. 
Imagine his shock when he noticed the pitom attached by a thin 
needle! The needle had originally been hidden, but had been 
slightly displaced in the fall, and was now exposed. 

Smiling, the Rebbe explained, “For all its incomparable perfec-
tion, I refused to make a beracha on this esrog. Though I was 
unaware of the precise deficiency, I instinctively knew that it was 
pasul. It was just too perfect, and nothing in this world is abso-
lutely perfect, only Hashem!” 

No object, person, family, community, or institution is perfect. 
Only Hashem is perfect. While we may strive for perfection (and 
perhaps get that much closer to achieving this goal than had we 
not done so), we must at the same time appreciate all that we 
have, despite inherent imperfections. Keep striving, but also 
make sure to savor your berachos as currently constituted. Ap-
preciate your family, value your community yeshiva, and most 
importantly, set aside some quality time over Sukkos to enjoy 
your children. Imperfect is just perfect! 

With best wishes for a Chag Sameach, 
 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 



With over 50  submissions this may be the biggest year yet!  
 

Our students learned about 

what is needed for a kosher 

Sukkah by creating sukkot 

with   halachic problems. 

Can you make a sukkah in a 

haystack? NO! Can you 

build a sukkah in a tree? 

NO! How do you measure a 

round sukkah?                   

How tall is too tall? 



Check out the sukkah on the back of the camel! 

And on the ship!  
 

Thank you to all who participated and keep 

warm in your real sukkah with the               

gloves and scarves! 



2B making mobiles for the Sukkah 

Rabbi Jacobson fahrhering 8B in Maseches Makkos 

Rabbi Bendrihem quizzing students in 6B 

4B napkin holders for the Sukkah! 

3B working on Sukkah platters 



ASHAR Middle School Girls create modern sunburst mirror decorations 

with Sukkot themed diamante poems! 

Decorations 

Kid-friendly, memories 

Dangling, brightening, beautifying 

Creating a welcoming atmosphere 

Mesmerizing, dazzling, loving 

Colorful, original 

Projects 

-Kiki Schreiber 

Stuffed cabbage 

Scrumptious,  multicolored 

Over-eating, filling, food-loving 

Stuffed in a sukkah like stuffed cabbage 

Laughing, soothing, gathering 

Family, cozy 

Left-overs 

-Miriam Rozenberg 

4G Sukkot Baking! 

3G working hard on their Sukkah projects! 



Bamboo Tree (cont.) 

Growth takes time and patience. Every encour-
aging word and positive gesture we make to-
wards our kids helps their roots become a little 
bit stronger.  Raising successful children takes 
commitment and patience.  You may not see the 
change right away. Continue to “water” your 
children with love and affection and eventually 
they will begin to grow.  

As you sit in your Sukkah, take a moment look 
up at the bamboo, and remember, a little pa-
tience and a lot of love is what our children truly 
need to grow.  

Looking forward to sharing much nachas! 

 Chag Sameach! 

ASHAR welcomes the 

fifth grade boys to the 

morning minyan!  

Try this Sukkot word search!    

1. I was traveler’s protection. 2. I am from the sky.                                        

3. I am not “answer me the honor.” 4. I was earth moving.  
 

1. I am mostly green. 2. I am leafy.                                                                     

3. I partly smell. 4. I am bound. 



Danny Scarpa (8B) 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 
 

Aryeh Levi (7B) 

on your Hanachas Tefillin! 

 

Mrs. Francie Brinn (3G) 

on the birth of a granddaughter! 

 

Mrs. Chaya Moldaver (3G) 

on the upcoming wedding of her son! 
 

Mr. Dan Robbins (Security) 

on the birth of a grandson! 

Remember your sukkot 

learning and davening 

sheets! 




