
ASHREINEWS 
PARSHAT Chaya Sara                        24 Cheshvan 5780/ November 22, 2019                               CANDLE LIGHTING, 4:14 

A Match Made in Heaven 

 Rabbi Leible Chaitovsky, 8th Grade Rebbe  

Avraham commanded his servant Eliezer to travel to Av-
raham’s homeland to  search for a wife for 
Yitzchak.  Eliezer succeeds in finding Rivka at the well im-
mediately upon his arrival.  Eliezer was invited to the home 
of Besuel and he then began to present his case that Rivka 
was the destined one for Yitzchak.  He related to them the 
greatness of his master Avraham and the miracles that be-
fell him since arriving in their city.  Among the items men-
tioned by Eliezer was the fact that Yitzchak was born after 
Sarah reached an extremely old age.  This piece of infor-
mation does not appear to be helpful to his cause and per-
haps he shouldn’t have mentioned it at all.  The great Rabbi 
from Brisk, Rav Soloveitchik, saw a tremendous relevance 
that this information had for Eliezer’s position.  The birth of 
Yitzchak was clearly an act of divine providence.  It would 
be inconceivable that a woman of that age would have her 
first child at the age of 90. Everything that affected Yitzchak 
was evidence of Hashem’s hand in guiding this family.  Like-
wise, Eliezer posited, Rivka was definitely the destined one 
for Yitzchak.  The Gemara says that prior to the birth of a 
child it is decreed who that individual’s spouse would 
be.  Why is it, then, that many people don’t seem to be 
finding their intended one?  The answer is found in the 
words of Lavan and his mother in their response to Eliezer, 
“meiHashem yatza hadavar.” 

They said it is clearly the decree of Hashem for Rivka to 
marry Yitzchak.  If a person accepts that it is indeed the 
hand of Hashem, his or her intended spouse will be 
found.  When one denies that fact, Hashem might decree 
that they are on their own.  The great Steipler Gaon, when 
asked by young men what criteria they should use when 
looking for a shidduch, told them that as long as their ulti-
mate goal is to find someone who would be conducive to 
their pursuit of Torah and mitzvot, then they would find 
 their destined partner in life.   (cont…) 

The Ease of Learning 

 Mrs. Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum  

Last week, several boys from 2B asked me to come into 
their classroom. They excitedly pointed out their social 
studies posters that were completed and displayed in the 
room.  “I drew a rural place, but it is becoming urban now 
that all of these stores are opening up,” one second grade 
student explained his drawing to me. He pointed out the 
different social studies terms that he had illustrated in 
great detail in his group work. His classmates eagerly vol-
unteered to explain their posters to me as well. Each stu-
dent was genuinely pleased with his own hard work, but 
the knowledge he had gained flowed smoothly and effort-
lessly, something the boys themselves are too young to 
realize. 

What impressed me the most was not the excitement nor 
the information the boys had studied. That is expected in 
ASHAR!  It was the ease with which each student had in-
corporated difficult terminology into his lexicon. No stu-
dent in second grade crammed for a social studies test 
nor memorized content vocabulary words out of con-
text. Rather, the students applied their knowledge in a 
creative format that resulted in true understanding. The 
boys demonstrated this understanding in not only their 
creative designs, but in their articulate explanations of 
their artwork, without a teacher prompting them.  The 
result is an increased level of discussion within the class-

room that 
serves to pro-
mote an in-
creased un-
derstanding 
of the world 
outside of the 
confinement 
of the school 
building.   

This is the 
type of learn-
ing that will 
last a lifetime. 

 חיי שרה
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No ASHREINEWS next week 
Happy Thanksgiving! 



Who am I? 

1. I was the exile in Egypt. 2. I was Esav’s army. 

3. I was Avraham’s offer. 4. I am sometimes called “tough.”  
 

1. I raised the water. 2. I returned the cloud.  

3. I was three. 4. I am the second of four.  
 

Last week’s answers: Gemmorah (or Sdom). Ram’s horn.  
(I am not Talmud Bavli, I was turned upside down, I was home to cruelty, I was one of five.)  

(I was tangled, Moshiach will use me, I don’t beep, I was at Matan Torah.)  

Just one Shabbos and we’ll all be free 
Just one Shabbos, come and join with me… 

We’ll sing and dance to the sky 
With our spirits so high 

We will show them all it’s true 
Let them come and join us too...  

2B Social Studies with Mrs. Karyn 
Kurtz  

(see next page for description) 

ASHAR’s 6th and 7th grade boys traveled with their 
Rabbeimto Mount Richmond Cemetery in Staten Island on a 
cleanup mission and then to MetLife Stadium for an inside 

tour. Thank you Mr. Josh Friedman and  Mr. Shuie Metal for 
chaperoning the trip! 



2G Social Studies with Mrs. Karyn Kurtz 

3G Piñatas! 

Mrs. Kurtz’s second graders worked together to create terrific end of unit social studies  

projects. After learning about urban, suburban, and rural communities, the children worked 

in groups to 

depict one of 

these commu-

nities. They 

identified 

characteristics 

of each and 

illustrated 

them with beautiful drawings. The children 

really enjoyed this project, and they were 

proud to show off their great work!! 

The ASHAR Girls Division continues the achdus of  the community 

Challah Bake. Big Sisters and Little Sisters came together in a two part 

activity to honor Sarah Imeinu and the mitzvah of challah. Check your 

daughter’s bag for a fresh challah inside Sarah’s tent! 



Feina Ruderman: "Thank you hashem so much for everything. Especially our lives and bugs and plants 
and trees and flowers. I love you." 
Chaviva Friedland: "I am thankful for my good neshama and my family and food." 
Ari Yaniv:"I am thankful for living in this country that is safe.  I am thankful for having food to eat." 
Eliezer Hamburger: "I am thankful to hashem because he made this beautiful world for me and you." 

 

“What is Tomchei Shabbos anyway?” asks one ASHAR student. Mr. Alan Rosenstock comes in to teach our 

students about chesed and what he does everyday. 

ASHAR students collected 

3195 food items.       

Thank you students and 

thank you parents for your 

generosity! 

Winners! 

KA: 160 items 

2B: 325 items 

4G: 442 items 



Morah Devorah O’Brien (KA) 

on the Bar Mitzvah of your grandson! 
 

Leah Shtaygrud  (6G) 

on your Bat Mitzvah! 

The Beyman Family 

on the birth of a baby boy! 

Heaven... 
If, however, their criteria is predicated on physical 
appearance and financial security alone, then they 
cannot be guaranteed that they will select the young 
girl who was destined for them.  Many married peo-
ple speak about how they found their spouse as a 
true miracle from heaven.  We need to be as clear as 
Lavan and his mother who recognized “meiHashem 
yatza hadavar.”If, however, their criteria is predicated 
on physical appearance and financial security alone, 
then they cannot be guaranteed that they will select 
the young girl who was destined for them.  Many 
married people speak about how they found their 
spouse as a true miracle from heaven.  We need to be 
as clear as Lavan and his mother who recognized 
“meiHashem yatza hadavar.” 

 
Kristallnacht 

Glass Shatters, 
My heart skips a beat, 

I run, I run 

Helpless on my feet, 
I hear the loud screams, 

And even the blood dripping, 
The soldiers, the soldiers, they keep on ripping, 

Through the synagogues and smashing everything they see, 
Our town will never again be full of glee, 

All of the lives lost, 
Our country will never be the same, 

And we all know who to blame 
By Yitzy Leonorowitz  

8th Grade girls will be selling water bottles to 
raise money for their trip to Washington D.C. 
 

$2: large sport bottles 
$1: 1/2 liter 




