
 Menahel’s Message 

Happy New Year! (Trees & People)  

Though technically merely an annual cut-off date for req-

uisite tithes- terumos u'ma'asros- Tu B'Shevat is universal-

ly embraced as a celebration of Hashem's bounty general-

ly and the berachos of the Land of Israel in particular.  

Whether in yeshivos or at traditional Tu B'Shevat sedarim 

of Sephardic origin, the day has come to mark agricultural 

rebirth and renewal.   

The saintly Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev goes a step 

further:  "Ki ha’adam eitz ha’sadeh."  The Torah in Parshas 

Shoftim likens man to a tree for many reasons (hence the 

upsherin custom of waiting three years for a boy's first 

haircut, just like orlah), not least of which is a shared abil-

ity to subtly rejuvenate. According to R. Yehoshua in 

Maseches Rosh Hashana, man was created on Rosh Cho-

desh Nissan.  The 15th of Shevat, 40 days prior, thus rep-

resents the traditional 40 days of conception- arbaim yom 

kodem yetziras ha'velad.  Like a tree in winter, there are 

no external signs of life, but beneath the surface, process-

es that will eventually yield beautiful fruit are well under-

way.   

As parents and teachers of nearly perfect children, we 

sometimes become frustrated.  Rosh Hashana L'Illanos 

reminds us to be patient and try to appreciate the very 

subtle growth processes that will ultimately culminate in 

beautiful peiros.   

 Shabbat Shalom and Happy Tu B'Shevat! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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 כי אדם עץ השדה 
Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls division 

The story is told of a wealthy man whose pride and joy 

was his beautiful garden. The gigantic branching trees 

extended high into the sky. The bushes, forever green, 

were shaped to perfection. The flowers were gorgeous, 

their colors magnificent, and their buds spreading a beau-

tiful aroma. 

The man toiled endlessly in his garden. He carefully ar-

ranged the seedlings. He made sure to space them appro-

priately so that each would have the room to grow to its 

maximum potential. He calculated the amount of sunlight 

they received, and protected them from the harsh cold 

winter. He woke up early each morning to water them. 

The man's children loved the garden. They spent hours 

climbing the long branches. They loved to read while lying 

down on a warm summer day. The flowers made beauti-

ful Shabbos centerpieces. The garden was the ideal spot 

for the children to grow, gain and flourish.  

The Torah tells us. “כי אדם עץ השדה” man is compared to 

a tree in the field. Trees were created to benefit others. 

Their wood is used for building. Their leaves give us oxy-

gen. They produce fruit to eat. So too, man is created to 

do chesed and be kind to others. Trees are always grow-

ing. Jews are constantly growing, striving to greater spir-

itual heights. Trees are well-rooted and can weather 

many storms. Jews are well-rooted in their emunah and 

can weather the many challenges that they face.  

Hashem loves His precious garden. He waters it with his 

love and affection. He nurtures it with his warmth and 

protection, and makes sure to watch over the fruits it 

produces. May we always receive these special brachos 

from Hashem and may our roots and branches blossom 
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The eighth grade 
students in Mrs. 
Goldfarb's 
algebra class 
used their 
knowledge of 
graphing linear 
equations to cre-
ate stained glass 
window designs.  

                      3G Melava Malka! 

Never has a celebration of chazara been so creative and spunky! Well done 

3G and Mrs. Chaya 

Moldaver. May you 

all go from strength 

to strength in your 

learning for many 

years forward! 

The End of a Great Season! 
The ASHAR Sharks Girls Varsity Basketball Team fin-
ished their season with two awards… 
 

Atara Friedman- Most Rebounds 

Jackie Carter - MVP 

This team, together with Coach Ken 
Carter, played 10 league games, scrimmaged with oth-
er teams, travelled to West Point and participated in 
the Mid Hudson Valley Championship Game. 
It has been exciting to watch these student athletes 
play  and we look forward to next season! 

8G ART class assignment...Create a Meme to Represent You 

Mrs. Karyn Kurtz’s 2G 

explores Ozobots, a coding 

program. The robots follow 

color coded paths based on 

sensors. 

Mrs. Elbaum’s fourth grade 

readers! 

2G Coding 





Who am I? 

1. I am a source for resurrection. 2. I am one of ten.  
3. I’m like a wall.  4. I am read daily. 

 

1. We did not fight. 2. We needed support.  
3. We inspired heavenward looking. 4. We were heavy  

 
Last week’s answers: Plague of Darkness, Eating the Korban Pesach 
My seventh was at sea, I restricted movement, I allowed searching, I 

allowed death. 

Belt-tied, Shoes on, Hold your stick, Don’t confuse me with a roast. 

  

 

 

 

5B Trip  
Mrs. Tencic’s 5th graders had a great time visiting the Liberty Science Center!  



On January 13, the 7th grade boys were wel-

comed to an experiential safrus workshop. After 

learning about the ink and parchment prepara-

tion, each boy was given the opportunity to prac-

tice. They were surprise at how difficult it was! 

Part 2 of the workshop included tefillin assembly, 

and learning about various minhagim and the 

effects of age and environmental factors on tefil-

lin. Thank you Rabbi Menachem Resnicoff for 

such an interesting program and Rabbis Freed-

land and Spivak for  the well run event. 



Ahuva Remez (6G) 
on her Bat Mitzvah! 

 

Eliyahu Ruderman (6B) 
on his Hanachas Tefillin! 

 

Ari Litenatsky (7B) 
on his Hanachas Tefillin! 

 

Leah Herschmann 
on her engagement to Elisha Loeb! 

 

Yosef Witkes (7B) 
on his Bar Mitzvah! 

 

Ms. Michal Shragaei (4B Assistant) 
on her engagement! 

 

Rabbi Don Braunfeld (4B Rebbe) 
on the birth of a grandson! 

May Her Memory be a Blessing 
 

Eleven-year-old Shir, a close friend of ours, tragically died in a 
fire, caused by a dangerous space heater, on Flatbush Ave-
nue during this winter break. She was a kind, caring, loving 
girl who always wanted to help out with whatever she could. 
No matter what we went through, Shir would always be the 
first one to comfort us. She was always looking for the good 
side in every situation, so we should all try to do the same for 
her. The positive side of her death is that when she was born, 
it meant the world couldn't survive without her, and now Ha-
shem can’t survive without her by His side. Her Neshama is 
up with Hashem.  
We met her in a camp called The Zone. We have lots of great 
memories together, and in the end she was like a sister to us. 
In loving honor of our dear friend Shir, we would like to make 
a bake sale to raise money for people that can't afford heat, 
so they don't have to use space heaters that can result in a 
fire like this one. Her Hebrew name is Shir Shifra bat 
Daniel. She passed away on January 20, 2020. We all 
miss her very much. 

Maya Shatkin, Ariela Neiman,  

Tali Morrison, Ahuva Remez (6G) 

Gift card to 7-11! 

 פרנס היום/ פרנס השבוע

ד אדר ‘‘י -טבת ‘ ג    December 31, 2019 - March 10, 2020 

In honor of all the ASHAR students 

learning Torah 

Sponsored by  

 

Box Tops Raffle - deadline Feb 14 

3 Winners (Early Childhood, Boys, Girls)  

  

Big shout out to Coach Bill Shaw and the Ashar Sharks  Varsity 
Hockey Team who won their  playoff game against RPRY on 
Wednesday night.  It was a  very exciting and intense game 
played by two teams who left it all on the floor. Thank you to 
our fans who have consistently cheered the Sharks on at every 
game. Looking forward to taking the Division  
Championship.   






