
ASHREINEWS 

In Defense of a Well-Rounded         
Education 

 Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal, General Studies  

“Why do I need to know this? This is never going to help me 
in the future.” These utterances are heard from children of 
all ages across multiple settings. Most teachers and parents 
have prepared speeches as to why certain subjects are    
important. Often the responses depend on the adults’     
personal priorities, values and interests. Educationally, one 
of the main reasons children are exposed to a variety of sub-
jects is to train them in becoming well-rounded individuals. 
The latest national educational expectations focus on well-
roundedness as a core component of a rich academic       
program. Schools across the country have adopted this     
approach as it is a key characteristic important to both    
potential colleges and future employers.  

Elementary and middle school years are the perfect time for 
students to begin their well-rounded education. There are 
almost a smorgasbord of subjects, thinking and approaches 
to new material. The more exposure our students have to 
information and experiences beyond the traditional three 
Rs, the larger their world becomes. At ASHAR, art class is not 
a time for crafts, but a chance for students to learn about 
different artists and model their own art after famous 
works. Social studies in the middle school ranges from geog-
raphy to American History with Ancient Civilizations taught 
in between. Besides the reading and writing skills that are 
enhanced through the content, students quickly realize 
that  understanding the historical significance of a certain 
time and place gives a greater context for other information. 
Students realize that their conversations with adults 
(grandparents, neighbors, relatives) are often richer, more 
interesting when discussing information they learned in  
science class or recently read about in a novel. Even the fic-
tion read in classes open up the mind to different perspec-
tives, time periods and places. 

Well-roundedness gives children opportunities. The more 
exposure they have to a well-rounded education, the more 
 choices they have for the future.  

 ויצא

Menahel’s Message 

“Always Grateful, Never Satisfied” 

In describing the birth and naming of Yehudah, the Torah 
records Leah’s immense gratitude to Hashem- gratitude 
that manifested itself in her choice of a name: 

Leah’s fourth son was named Yehudah for the express pur-
pose of eternalizing her hakaras ha’tov towards Hashem, 
an obviously noble gesture. 

Yet note the words that immediately follow the naming: 

Leah was (temporarily) denied further children, and 
through no coincidence. Having successfully given birth to 
a fourth son, explains the Chiddushei HaRim, her gratitude 
knew no bounds, as reflected in her choice of a name. Be-
sides being grateful, however, she was also satisfied; satis-
fied with her blessings to the point of no longer being de-
sirous of further beracha. And when one no longer yearns, 
the berachos cease as well. 

There is a very fine line between contentment and satisfac-
tion. Being content and happy with one’s lot: 

is fine, and in fact a goal. Being satisfied and complacent is 
not. 

The Mishnah at the end of Berachos succinctly captures 
what Chazal deem an appropriate balance. Upon entering 
or leaving a new town,  

We thank Hashem for past benevolence, but simultaneous-
ly cry out for further providence:  always grateful, but nev-
er satisfied!   
 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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Who am I? 

1. I could be meet. 2. I could be pray.  

3. I hint to quick travel. 4. I referenced Yaakov’s Maariv.  
 

1. I could be round. 2. I could be straight. 

3. A stick caused me. 4. I went to Yaakov.  
 

Last week’s answers: 400. Rivka.  
(I was the exile in Egypt, I was Esav’s army, I was Avraham’s 

offer, I am sometimes called “tough.”)  
(I raised the water, I returned the cloud, I was three, I am the 

second of four.)  

Nothing like the joy of a good 
question! 

Motty Berger (4B) wonders, “Why 
is the word in this possuk written 
with a kametz and not a patach as 
it usually is?” Let’s ask Rabbi J! 

Winners of the Matnas Shabbos Raffle! 

Ms. Darcy’s fourth grade boys “make” a friend while enjoying the 

first snow of the year! 

Kriah Kings is an incentive program to encourage boys to improve their Hebrew reading skills. The boys 

in these pictures showed marked improvement in their speed and accuracy...keep up the good work!  



ASHAR’s 2nd Annual Chopped Competition 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev is an opportunity for ASHAR’s girls to 

show what they can do when presented with a limited set of 
ingredients. Thank you to the parents who made this program 

a fun and well-run success!!  

3G Piñatas! 

Thanks to our panel of judges! 



Toby Rabinowitz 

on the birth of a Granddaughter! 

Dovi Gershuny (7B) 

on your Hanachas Tefillin! 
 

Avi Fonfeder (7B) 

on your Hanachas Tefillin! 



Sunday Learning (Boys 4-8) 

Sunday, December 8th, 2019 8:30am-12pm 

Varsity Girls Basketball 

Sunday, December 8th, 2019 ASHAR@HILLEL 1:00pm tipoff (A) 

Varsity 8th Grade Boys Basketball 

Sunday, December 8th, 2019 WDS@ASHAR 1:00pm.tipoff (H) 

Varsity 7th Grade Boys Basketball 

Monday, December 9th, 2019 HILLEL@ASHAR 6:30pm tipoff (H) 

Varsity Hockey 

Tuesday, December 10th, 2019 RPRY@ASHAR 7:00pm start (H) 

Girls Basketball Brings Ruach to ASHAR 
 

The sound in the ASHAR gym on Thursday was deafening as the Girls Varsity team almost pulled off an upset over   
Manhattan Day School.  The Sharks were behind by a few points the entire game.  Going into the 4th quarter the girls 
were down 16-8, but a full court press quickly brought the Sharks within 2 points.  With 1 minute to go in the game 
ASHAR finally took the lead, but couldn’t quite hold on.  Special thank you goes out to the 5th through 8th grade girls 
who cheered the entire game, which saw over 120 people attend!  The 8th grade girls gave out cheering supplies and 
drinks to the younger grades and fun was had by all.  








